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MESSAGE
His Excellency Samuel W. Hale,
GOVEENOR OF NEW HAMPSHIEE,
TWO BRANCHES OF THE LEGISLATURE,
JUNE SESSION, 1883.
CONCORD:




Fellow-Citizens of the Senate and House of Representatives
:
Called by our respective constituents to high and responsible
trusts, our gratitude is due at the outset to the Giver of all
blessings for the peace, health, and prosperity that abound in
our state.
Our appreciation of the confidence that has been reposed in
us by our constituents can best be shown by a faithful and cour-
ageous discharge of every duty that devolves upon our respec-
tive offices.
It has been the practice of every executive of the state, from
the honored patriot Meshech AVeare, the first president (so
styled) under the constitution of 1784, down to my learned and
able predecessor, to address a message to the legislature upon
its assembling.
Only usage prescribes the custom, and the discretion of the
executive has determined the scope and character of the subjects
treated. Believing that the legislature and the people can hold
the custom to be an honored and useful one only as it is exer-
cised with candor and thoroughness, my investigation and con-
sideration of the affairs of our state have had no other objects
than to enable me to set forth the true situation, and render such
suggestions as the facts and sound conclusions alone warrant.
I share with you the sole purpose, that should animate legisla-
ture and executive alike, to so discharge the duties imposed by
the constitution and the laws, that the honor of the state and the
prosperity of the people may be advanced at our hands.
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STAIF. INSTITUTIONS.
The State Industrial School has been in operation twenty-five
years, and it is not too nineh to say that as a reformatory insti-
tution it now oomes nearer to realizing the purposes of its
founders than it has at any other period of its existence. It
has this year been subjected to an unusually severe examination.
Its inmates number 1 10—02 boys and 18 girls.
Dnriuii' the nine years just closing, covering the period of the
present management, but two among a total of 1.100 inmates
have died from disease. It is unnecessary to go lieyond this
remarkable fact to ascertain, what does not escape even the
oixiiuary A'isitor, that cleanliness, order, and regularity charac-
terize all the details of its management. As near as can be
ascertained, 7.) per cent, of the discharged inmates become ex-
emplary and useful citizens. Were the proportion less favora-
ble, the value of the iustitution would be abundantly established.
By comparison of reports, it appears to be conducted with siu-
gular ect^uomy and etiicieucy, attaiuiug results unsurpassed by
any similar school. While I cannot criticise its cost or manage-
uieut, it may well be doubted whether the present occupations
of its youth are instructive or useful. Such a variety of em-
ployments as will furnish a practical knowledge of those ordina-
ry branches of industry which would furnish the graduates the
means of obtaining a respectable livelihood should soon be
provided. The legislature of 1870 made a liberal appropriation
for this purpose. The money has been placed to the credit of
the school, and now awaits the action of the trustees.
XORZtfAL SCHOOL.
The State Normal School has now been iu operation thirteen
yeai-s. It has gi-aduated four hundred pupils—a yearly average
of thirty. The state appropriations have been 860,000, or
$5,300 annually. At no period in its history has it been better
equipped or furnished better instruction ; yet its pupils to-day
number but fortv. This number should be laroelv increased.
From the published reports and tlie expressed opinions of the
state superintendent, the principal, and some of the trustees, it
appears that the school's location is regarded as a serious draw-
back to its success. The principal, in his report for 1882, says,
—
"The school has not striven to advertise itself except by its
work, and this, on account of its distance from the centres of
population, is but too rarely seen."
The Superintendent of Public Instruction, in his report for
1882, while commending the professional work of the school,
says that " large numbers of our teachers go to other states for
their normal instruction. If location is the cause of this, let
the location be changed."
In view of the probable consideration of this question by the
legislature, I deem it my duty to present such facts bearing upon
it as I have been able to obtain, and also such considerations
as occur to me. The state pupils who have attended the nor-
mal school during the thirteen years of its existence have come
from the several counties as follows :
Belknap,
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of the two schools .would be an iuvaluable aid to both. I
earnestly recommend you to thoroughly consider this subject.
The state should exercise a wise economy, but to render its
people intelligent and prosperous, the professional training of
its teachers must be secured by a just and liberal expenditure.
The state expends money with a liberal hand to ascertain the
right methods in the pursuit of agriculture ; the best conditions
under which minds diseased may be restored ; and to learn what
punishment will secure the reformation of the slothful and vic-
ious ; but to the training of that great profession which holds in
its hands the molding of the minds of 70,000 school children,
the state of New Hampshire for thirteen years has expended
annually but seven cents and six mills per pupil. One teacher
of capacity, enthusiasm, and right methods is worth more to the
community than the most costly school-house or the most
scholarly text-book.
In this connection I cannot forbear urging the restoration of
teachers' institutes, abolished nine years ago. Such means of
acquiring a larger knowledge of educational methods are invalu-
able to the progressive teacher. Had the instructors in the
State Normal School been brought in contact with our teachers
during the last ten years by means of these institutes, it is
believed that the usefulness of the normal school would have
been greatly enhanced. I also desire to emphasize the opinion
of our ablest educators, that the district system cannot be too
soon superseded by the town system. When the scholars in
three hundred and ten districts in the state average but six, it
is time to discard a system that no longer meets the changed
relations of our population, but only serves to retard the educa-
tional progress of the state.
ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE.
During the past year the Asylum for the Insane has been
under new superintendence, and we have the assurance of the
trustees that the new management has been marked by ability
and devotion. The number of patients is now 284. Owing to
the fine sanitary condition of the institution, the general health
of the inmates has been o-ood. ^Yithin a vear a well arranged
building for female patients has been constructed, and is nearly
ready for use. The sum of $23,850 has been expended on this
structure. To finish and furnish the building will require the
additional sum of $10,000, and this amount the trustees will ask
the legislature to appropriate. The building will be a very im-
portant addition to the establishment, and it will be used in part
for a special class of patients requiring isolated accommoda-
tions, who have heretofore sought them in other states. During
the forty years' operation of the asylum the total number of
admissions has been 4,473, and the recoveries 1,593. This per-
centage of recoveries alone sufliciently shows the value and
necessity of this institution.
STATE PRISON.
The discipline and economy which have long marked the man-
agement of the state-prison still characterize it. There has been
no serious interruption of the order or routine of the prison
during the past year, and there has been no escape from the
prison for thirteen years. The preseitt number of convicts is
121, all but one males. The results of the contract system,
owing to the diminished number of pi'isoners, have not been as
satisfactory as heretofore. The earnings for the year have been
$16,845.19, and the expenditures $20,366.20, leaving a defi-
ciency of $3,522,01. Some improvements are demanded in
the minor buildings, such as a new tenement house, stable,
and fence. The state will be asked for an appropriation for
these purposes. The location, construction, and sanitary con-
dition of the prison and grounds appear to meet all reasonable
expectations.
BLIND, DEAF, AND DUMB.
Our state depends on institutions in other states for the edu-
cation of the blind, deaf, and dumb. At the present time she
is providing for the support of twenty inmates of the American
Asylum at Hartford, Conn. ; two at the Clark Institute at North-
ampton, Mass. ; and two at the Horace Mann School in Boston,
all institutions for the education of the deaf and dumb. The
amount paid by the state is $175 each per annum. At the Mas-
sachusetts School for the Feeble-Minded and Idiotic, there are
three beneficiaries from New Hampshire, and ten at the Perkins
Institution for the Blind in South Boston. At Hartford and
Northampton, the children are successfully taught the trades of
tailoring, shoe-making, and cabinet-making. It appears by the
census of 1880 that there are forty deaf and dumb youth in this
state growing up without the advantages of the education which
these institutions afford. It should be publicly known that the
state is under obligation to furnish all such youth with the




The finances of the state are in a very satisfactory condition.
The revenue of the state from all sources for the year ending
May 31, 1883, was $935,675.72, and the expenditures for all
purposes, $792,28(3.71, leaving a cash balance in the treasury of
$204,622.49, against $61,233.48 at the same time last year.
This favorable showing is largely due to the adoption of bien-
nial sessions of the legislature. In the years 1880 and 1882,
when the legislature was not in session, the saving, compared
with the average cost of the last two years under the system of
annual sessions, may be estimated at $168,000. The indebted-
ness of the state June 1, 1883, was $3,383,060.94. Two 3'ears
ago it was thought by the treasurer and executive that an addi-
tional state tax of $100,000 would be necessary to meet the
funded debt maturing September 1, 1884, amounting to $450,-
000. By refunding that portion of the debt represented by the
agricultural college fund, amounting to $80,000, the treasurer
believes that the maturing bonds of 1884 may be paid without
any increase of the state tax. This desirable result cannot be
achieved, however, if there is any great increase in the items of
extraordinary expenses. If any such expenses are to be in-
curred, it will be advisable to increase the funded debt for the
amount, or at least to distribute the expense over several years.
As no more of the funded debt will fall due, after next year,
until 1889, any new debt should manifestly fall on the interven-
ing years. In view of the fact that none of the old state debt
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or municipal war-loan bonds will fall due for a j)eriod of five
years, I recommend that a sinkino- fund to cover this period be
established, and that S100,000 annually be appropriated for it.
It will be found a wise course to make such a provision for the
payment of the war debt, which should grow less from year to
year until its final extinction.
SAVINGS-BANKS.
The fii'st savings-bank in tins country was chartered by the
legislature of Massachusetts at the close of 1816, and went into
operation in the following year. The legislature of this state,
in 1823, granted two charters, and from that year to this the
system has had a permanent footing in the state. The sav-
ings-banks now number sixty-six, with $39,124,000 of deposits,
113,1 G7 depositors, and total assets of more than $42,000,000.
The system has been steadil}' improved, and is to-day the safest
means of investment for all classes not experienced in business
affairs. The last legislature made several important changes in
the supervision, reducing the number of commissioners to two,
and requiring from them more rigid examinations. The trustees
were also charged with a more thorough scrutiny, and treasurers
were forbidden to engage in private lianking. The compensa-
tion of the commissioners, hitherto paid by the banks, was made
payable by the state ; but as the law requires from the commis-
sioners more exacting and responsible service than formerly, it
seems plain that that compensation is inadequate. The magni-
tude of the interest involved renders their services exceedingly
important. They now receive but three dollars per day for
actual service, together with ten cents mileage. Considering
the responsibilit}'^ of the trust and the honesty and ability re-
quired for its thorough discharge, it does seem that five dollars
per day, exclusive of mileage, would be little enough for the
service.
INSURANCE.
The present system of insurance supervision in this state was
established thirteen years ago. In this period the aggregate
of premiums paid by our citizens for fire insurance has been
$5,993,286.90, and the aggregate of premiums for life insurance
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has been $5,978,545.24. The life losses in this period have
been $2,657,519.04, and the fire losses $4,172,802.45. The fire
risks carried in this state in 1882 aggregated $09,957,572, and
the life risks $11,950,7(>G, During the 3'ear 1882 the fire insur-
ance companies of other states and countries collected premiums
in this state amounting to $470,484.22, and paid losses to the
amount of $330,368.94. The New Hampshire Fire Insurance
Company collected premiums in this state to the amount of
$60,176.67, and paid losses amounting to $30,344.21. The life
insurance companies, all of other states, collected in this state
premiums to the amount of $288,317.03, and paid on policy
claims $269,553.97. On the business of 1882, the fire and life
insurance companies of other states have paid into the state
treasury taxes amounting to $7,578.57. This is exclusive of
the tax of $2,500 paid by the New Hampshire Fire Insurance
Company on its capital stock. During the thirteen years just
closed, the fire and life insurance companies of other states
have paid taxes in this state aggregating $120,264.15, besides
paying the compensation of the insurance commissioner in fees.
During the past seven years, so far as the commissioner has
knowledge, there has not been a dollar of loss by any insurance
company licensed to do business in this state, through lack of
ability to pay. Such a fact attests the efficiency of the present
system of insurance supervision, and in my opinion, little if
any additional legislation in reference to this subject is neces-
sary. Our people seem to be effectually guarded against fraud-
ulent and unreliable insurance, while the evil of over-insurance
may be left to the self-interest and vigilance of the insurance
companies, which are the principal sufferers from it.
In view of the fact that a great many benevolent societies
have recently been organized in this state for the purposes of
cooperative life insurance, it seems advisable that such societies
should be required by law to make annual report to the state
commissioner of the assessments received and losses paid, in
order that our people may know the results of the system at the
earliest practicable day. It will be observed that New Hamp-
shire has no life insurance company doing business, and has
only one stock fire insurance company ; but the remarkable suc-
cess of the New Hampshire Fire Insurance Company forcibly
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suggests that more capital within our state might profital^ly be
employed in this manner.
adjutant-genekal's office.
Much of the success of the administration of the militia laws
depends on the energy and fidelity of the adjutant-general's
department. An examination of this office shows the records
and papers to be in a model condition. Such economy has been
exercised in the purchase of necessary tents, equipments, and
other property, as has rendered the cost of maintaining our militia
system small in comparison with the amount expended by some
other states. The work of copying the muster-rolls of the sev-
eral volunteer organizations in the late war, for which an appro-
priation of six hundred dollars was made by the last legislature,
has been well advanced, and will be completed during another
year. An additional appropriation of five hundred dollars may
be required to meet the entire expense. An examination of the
original Revolutionary muster-rolls in this office, which are now
more or less defaced and will soon be in part illegible, forcibly
suggests that provision should be made for their transcription and
perhaps printing. These are the rolls of men who did heroic
and immortal service in founding this state and nation, and it
seems to be almost a sacred duty that their names should be
carefully preserved.
THE NATIONAL GUARD.
Three regiments of infantry, of eight companies each, of fifty-
three men and three officers to the company, two four-gun bat-
teries in two platoons, and two companies of cavalry, consti-
tute the National Guard of this state. The officers, field, staff,
and line, number 117, and the enlisted men 1,098—a total of
1,21;"). The arms, equipments, and property of these companies
are in excellent condition, and will require no appropriation
from the legislature. The proficiency exhibited at the inspec-
tions and encampments assures us that New Hampshire pos-
sesses in the National Guard a body of citizen soldiery upon
which she could rely for effective service in case of need. Some
annoyance is doubtless experienced by the withdrawal of so
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many men from tlie ranks of industry during the five days' en-
campment, but we sliould remember that tliis is an essential part
of any serviceable militia system. The discipline, order, and
courtesy there learned, and maintained throughout the year, by
company drills and inspections, are well calculated to add to the
physical vigor and moral worth of these citizens. The National
Guard is a valuable school in arms, obedience, and patriotism,
and is entitled to our generous support. The reports of the
inspector-general are just and fearless. Only by such criticism
can the discipline of the Guard be maintained, and a still higher
degree of proficiency attained. The freedom from conduct un-
becoming gentlemen, which is characteristic of the National
Guard, calls for the warm approval of the state. With a per-
manent camp-ground, the addition of an examining board of
officers, and the adoption of skirmish drill and target practice as
regular features of instruction, the National Guard of New
Hampshire may soon surpass the militia of any other state.
STATE BOARD OF HEALTH.
New Hampshire is the twenty-seventh state to establish a
board of health. The last legislature passed a comprehensive
act for this purpose. The board was promptly organized, and in
the brief period of its existence has fully met the expectations
of its friends. Its first report is interesting and valuable, and
contains papers on food adulteration, river pollution, ventila-
tion, disinfection, nuisances, and other subjects closely identi-
fied with the health and prosperity of the people. This board,
by suggesting and enforcing measures of prevention, will dimin-
ish the causes of disease, and greatly increase the healthfulness
of the state. Tlie board has kept within the appropriation, and
it seems clearly advisable that it should be continued,
BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.
Although within the last half century our farming interests have
not increased in pi'oportion to our manufactures, they are still
of vital importance, deserving the encouragement of the state
in every practical way. For thirteen years New Hampshire has
maintained a board of agriculture, at an aggregate expense of
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$50,000. By public meetings, lectures, and discussions, and by
the distribution of printed annual reports, much has been done
to enlighten the farmers and improve the agriculture of the
state. In considering this board, and the College of Agricul-
ture and Mechanic Arts at Hanover, it seems that the objects
of tlie two are so closely related in some respects that they
might with advantage to the state be combined in management.
Perhaps the reason that the College of Agriculture has no
stronger hold upon the people is because its faculty and trustees
do not come in direct contact with the practical farmers of
the state. If its management could be combined with that of
the board, as above indicated, I am strongly of the opinion that
the usefulness of both would be much enhanced. Under such
an arrangement one half of the present trustees of the college
could be replaced by practical farmers from the board, offices
combined, and the number of lectures so increased as to enable
them in public meetings to demonstrate the value of college in-
struction. Its objects are so beneficial and practical that they
deserve to be brought more fully to the attention of our youth
who purpose to make the pursuit of agriculture their calling in
life, and upon whose training and intelligence must largely de-
pend the progress and prosperity of the foundation industry of
the state.
STATE PAPERS.
The work of compiling and printing the province and state pa-
pers, authorize^ to be continued by the legislature of 18S1, has
proceeded so far as to embrace the issue of one volume, the
eleventh of the series, comprising the records of the towns from
A to F, which consist of documents relating to the various Indian
and French wars and the war of the Revolution, returns of rata-
ble polls in the towns in 1783, and petitions to the legislature
for various purposes, many of which contain historical state-
ments relative to the towns whence they came, elsewhere unob-
tainable. Volume XII of the series, now nearly through the
press, will contain documents relating to the towns, alphabeti-
cally arranged, commencing with G and closing with N. One
additional volume will complete this valuable compilation of the
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data relating to the charter, grant, re-grant, extension of char-
ter, and incorporation of the several towns of the state, to-
gether with all changes of territory from one town to another,
and divisions for the pnrpose of forming new towns down to the
present time. The whole work has been conveniently arranged
and accurately executed.
THE STATE LIBRARY.
By joint resolution of the legislature of 1881, the governor
and council were " requested to have prepared plans and esti-
mates for a new state library building, or additions to the pres-
ent state-house," and to submit their report to this legislature.
Such plans and estimates have been prepared, and will be duly
submitted. The need of enlarged accommodations for the libra-
ry is beyond question. The collection of books, pamphlets,
and records has become extensive and valuable, and it is impor-
tant that there should be not only ample space for its present
and prospective accommodation, but that as a consulting library
it should be as complete and easily accessible as it can reasona-
bly be made.
RESTORATION OF FISH.
The work of restoring the fish once native to the waters of
this state, and the introduction of new varieties, have proceeded
during the past 3'ear with the usual results. It is claimed that
the work of stocking our ponds and lakes with the black bass
has been accomplished, and it is also claimed t]iat it has been
so thoroughly done that other valuable fish have been destroyed
by this highly prized but predatory variety. The re-stocking
of the Merrimack with the salmon is still an experiment, with
some doubts of its ultimate success. Much is expected from
the lakes and ponds where the land-locked salmon have been
deposited and are now thriving. The effort to increase the
supply of brook trout is the most jn-omising feature of the fish
commissioners' work, and seems to deserve the most encourage-
ment. The state hatching-house at Plymouth is accomplishing
the objects of its estal)lishment, and in the minds of the com-
missioners deserves some additions in buildings and land, that
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can be made at no great expense. The entire cost to the state
of the department of fish-cultnre down to date, covering a period
of seventeen years, is $29,953.51.
THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAWS.
In considering the affairs of the state, there seems to be a
deficiency of detail in one important respect. Theoretically,
the executive department is responsible for the administration
of the laws. The officers directly charged with prosecutions
are the attorney-general and the county solicitors. It seems to
me that an annual report by the solicitors to the attorney-
general, and a. general report by that officer to the executive,
would be a source of valuable information and suggestion to
the legislature. It is a fact, that there is no published record
whatever, outside the law reports and the fragmentary chron-
icles of the newspapers, of the administration of the criminal
or civil laws. Aside from the value of such records in the
respect already stated, they would possess a statistical value
of no small importance to all persons interested in the study of
social and economical problems. As there would be no expense
attending this additional service except that of publication,
there seems to be no valid objection to it.
QUESTIONS OF LEGISLATION.
AN UNJUST LEGAL PROCESS.
From my close connection with the business interests of the
state, 1 am convinced that there is a widespread feeling among
business men that the legal process now in use in New Hamp-
shire, by which one creditor is enabled, perhaps by collusion or
advantage of position, to secure the full payment of a claim,
while other equally deserving creditors obtain nothing, or only
a fraction, is liable to abuse, and results frequently in great
injustice. It sometimes forces an honest debtor into unneces-
sary bankruptcy, which under different provisions of the law
he might have avoided. It often enables a dishonest debtor to
defraud all his real creditors by collusion with a relative or next
friend. In many instances it has been the means of robbing
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creditors in another state of merchandise of the value of many
thousands of dollars. A complete remedy for this unjust and
vicious policy cannot be had until congress enacts a new and
improved bankruptcy law ; but until then I respectfully submit
to the wisdom of the legislature whether justice does not require
that the claims of all creditors shall be equally satisfied, so far
as the laws can be made to insure that result.
DOUBLE TAXATION.
Another source of injustice to a portion of our people ia
believed to be the taxation of mortgaged real estate to the
owner for the full value of the same, while the mortgagee is
also taxed for the full value of his note. The remedy for this
double taxation, as it is commonly assumed to be, does not lie
in relieving the mortgagee, but in exempting the estate of the
mortgagor to the extent of his indebtedness. In order that
such exemption may not be abused, or the indebtedness pro-
longed for the purpose of securing the benefit, every tax-pa^^er
should be required to make oath that any indebtedness secured
by a mortgage upon his estate is bona fide^ and not incurred nor
continued for the purpose of avoiding taxation. With such
qualification, it cannot reasonably be doubted that the direct
influence of the exemption would be to stimulate our industrial
classes to secure homes and farms for themselves and their pos-
terity, and thus promote the highest welfare of the state.
A GROWING EVIL.
My predecessor called the attention of the legislature of 1881
to the increasingly large number of divorces granted by the
supreme court in this state, and to the facility with which per-
sons guilty of criminal conduct in the marriage relation can free
themselves from the old and enter into new matrimonial bonds.
It appears by the history of the laws and their administration
in this state during the last forty years, that the number of
divorces has multiplied as the causes for which divorces may be
granted have increased. Of the fourteen causes for which
divorce may be granted in this state, there are five that render
the marriage relation a matter of option, and under cover of
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which this relation, the most sacred that human beings can
enter, is robbed of all its obligation and solemnity. It should
surprise no one that divorces have multiplied in a steady and
alarming ratio . While the law treats the marriage relation as
the most sacred and binding of human covenants, the statute
practically treats it as something that may be destroyed by col-
lusive abandonment. A careful examination of the whole sub-
ject seems to be an imperative legislative duty.
THE TEMPERANCE CAUSE.
The policy of prohibition in dealing with the liquor traffic
continues to command the confidence and support of the major-
ity of the people. While the law, like many others, is violated
frequently, especially in the cities, it is also enforced with quite
as much vigor as are other laws aimed at restraining the pas-
sions and vices of men. It would be deplorable to replace the
prohibitory law with any license law that would give the traffic
in intoxicating liquors the standing of a legitimate business.
The evils of intemperance, while still great, as in the nature of
things they must be for a long period to come, are much less
real and vastly less apparent in New Hampshire than was the
case twenty or thirty years ago. As all means are necessary to
make constant headway against the vice of intemperance, you
will be asked by extensive petitions to enact a law, already
enacted in several states, that no person shall be allowed to teach
in the schools of the state after September 1, 1884, who shall
not pass a satisfactory examination in physiology and hygiene,
with particular reference to the effects of alcoholic drinks, stim-
ulants, and narcotics upon the human system.
MOUNTAIN ROADS.
As our hills and valleys are doubtless destined to be a source
of health and pleasure to a constantly increasing summer popu-
lation, it seems wise and necessary that sufficient appropriations
should be made to render our mountain roads safe and com-
fortable. The summer business of New Hampshire is estimated
at from five to eight millions of dollars annually, and it is un-
questionably in its early stages of development. Good roads
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will always form one of the most valuable adjuncts of the unsur-
passed natural attractions of our state.
FOREST DESTRUCTION.
In this connection, also, I desire to call the attention of the
legislature to the continued and enormous destruction of our
forests, which is proceeding, according to the best information
I have been able to obtain, at a more rapid rate than heretofore.
There is little doubt that it is affecting the rain-fall in our state
and the steady supply of the head waters of those streams and
reservoirs which furnish motive power for many of our great
industries. The sale, a few years ago, of the public lands
seems now to have been a great mistake, for it has deprived the
state of a control over this matter that it may not be easy to
regain. A commission to consider this important subject was
appointed by the last legislature, and its report will be duly laid
before you. All other remedies failing, it may be necessary for
the legislature to establish regulations for the preservation of
the forests of the White Mountain section, or it may be neces-
sary to acquire a control of this section which will enable us to
preserve it for a natural public park, not only for ourselves but
for the rest of the country.
DARTMOUTH COLLEGE.
Many friends of Dartmouth college believe that it deserves
pecuniary recognition from the state. No direct grant has been
made to this institution by New Hampshire since 1773, when on
the recommendation of Tlovernor Wentworth it received £500 to
aid in the erection of a new building, which, as I am informed,
is still in use. Of the necessities of the college I am not fully
aware. In view of its honorable history, the distinguished roll
of its graduates, and the fact that it is the only college within
the state, its appeal to the legislature for aid in any emergency
would never be made in vain. From the distinction which it
has given to our commonwealth, and the benefits which it has
conferred upon hundreds of its citizens, it is strongly argued
that it has established a claim upon our generosity that should
in part be discharged, to the end that the college may increase
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its usefulness to the state and to the cause of liberal educa-
tion.
It is suggested that a suitable recognition of the great worth
of the institution would be an annual appropriation for a period
of years, to aid deserving and indigent youth in the payment of
their tuition. I should cheerfully approve any reasonable appro-
priation in that direction, believing that it would be " spreading
the opportunities and advantages of education," and " cherish-
ing the interest of literature and the sciences," as solemnly
enjoined by the constitution.
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS.
By the provisions of the constitution it will be the duty of the
local authorities to insert in the election warrants next year an
article to take the sense of the voters on the question of calling
a convention to revise the constitution. While the action of
such a convention cannot be limited by previous legislative
enactment, it might perhaps be understood that such convention
would confine itself to a few subjects, and thus secure the ap-
proval of the voters. One of the subjects should relate to future
amendments. Thirty-six states provide that amendments shall
be approved by a two-thirds vote of two succeeding legislatures.
While this method is more conservative than ours, it avoids the
expense of a special constitutional convention. A second sub-
ject should relate to the time for the meeting of the legislature.
The long period of seven months that now intervenes between
the election and convening of the legislature places the state in
an awkward position in reference to the election of United States
senators. A change from June to January would furnish ade-
quate relief, and enable the state to conform without inconven-
ience to the national law. By limiting the pay of members to
sixty days, as ten states and all the territories now do, the ob-
jection of increased expense would perhaps wholly disappear.
VACANCIES IN THE LEGISLATURE,
The deaths of so many members elect of the legislature have
directed public attention to the absence of any statute provid-
ing for filling vacancies in the house of representatives. It is
clearly a legislative duty to supply the omission, so that the
right of the people to be fully represented shall not be impaired.
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BUREAU OF STATISTICS.
From several sources suggestions have come to me that a
bureau of statistics is desirable for New Hampshire. Its duties
might be, primarily, to furnish the people of the state with a
synopsis of all matters of interest as shown by the census of
1880 ; and secondarily, to collect and publish, from time to
time, all important facts bearing upon our business interests
and upon the advantages the state possesses as a place of sum-
mer resort for the citizens of all parts of the country. Hereto-
fore it has been found impossible to ascertain necessary facts
of a statistical nature, and it is believed that a bureau of this
kind, with a competent superintendent, would be of great ad-
vantage. Other New England states—notably Massachusetts
and Rhode Island—have long maintained similar bureaus, and
from the best information obtainable they have been of great
service, growing steadily in importance and public esteem. I
bespeak for this matter your careful consideration.
RAILW^AY INTERESTS.
Fifty years ago the first railroad charter was granted by the
legislature of New Hampshire. In this period, the mileage has
increased to 1,128 miles, the number of passengers carried
annually to 2,000,000, and the freight annually transported to
3,000,000 tons. The entire cost to our people for this amount
of transportation cannot be less than $.5,000,000 per annum.
Our system of railroads, now nearly complete, has become the
great factor in the transaction and expansion of business. The
cost of transportation is a vital matter to all business interests
of New Hampshire. Whether that cost be greater or less than
in the competing states of the South and West concerns the
entire body of our people, who are nearly all dependent upon
the great industries of the state.
Our railroad policy has not yet been so perfected as to fur-
nish the lowest rates of transportation consistent with efficiency
and reasonable earnings. The first railroad charter granted in
this state provided that whenever the corporation earned more
than ten per cent, upon its capital stock, the legislature should
'
' alter or reduce the rate of tolls " so as to " take off the
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surplus for the next ten years." In subsequent charters this
alteration or reduction of tolls was required to be made in
each successive five years. Years afterward, it was enacted
that any surplus of earuings above ten per cent, be paid to the
state. But it has never received a dollar of income from this
source, and in my opinion the policy of the law in this respect
is wrong. The state as such has nothing to do with the surplus
earnings of railroads. These should be returned through a
reduction of tolls to the business interests from which thev
have been derived, just as the surplus revenue of a goverument
should be made to disappear in a corresponding reduction of
that taxation by which it has been acquired.
It is understood that this legislature may be asked to sanction
the consolidation or the lease of several lines of railroads which
have hitherto been apparently independent. To consider and
act on such request, if made, will be one of the gravest duties
imposed on this legislature. The advantages and disadvan-
tages of railroad consolidation are now well understood. On
the one hand, such consolidation should lead to more efficient
and less expensive management, to more advantageous terms
and facilities for shippers, and to more economical and expe-
ditious operation. On the other hand, the public fear concen-
trated power, a loss of interest in its welfare, and increased
difficulty in obtaining redress for its grievances. The tendency
is unmistakabh' towards longer lines and fewer organizations.
It will be for this legislature to say whether this tendency shall
be promoted or discouraged in this state. If it is to be checked,
then all discussion would be superfluous, except on the main
question. If it is to be promoted, then there are considerations
that demand to be carefully weighed. If the railway companies
that control the transportation of half or a third of the state
are to be permitted to become one corporation in perpetuity, or
through the life of this and the next generation, then the leg-
islature that takes the responsibility of such legislation should
carefully provide for the protection of the people and their
business interests. There should be, in my opinion, a state
railroad commission, commensurate in power and character to
the large interests involved, adequately compensated by the
state, and constituting a tribunal, open at all times, that shall
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arbitrate intelligently and impartially on all questions and
disputes short of actual litigation that may arise between the
railroads and the public. The receipts and disbursements of
railway corporations should be subjected to rigid inspection,
and in the event of a surplus earned above the legal dividend,
the commission should be able to make a reduction in tolls, not
for the direct benefit of the treasury of the state, but for that
of the business interests that can thrive in New Hampshire
and successfully compete with more favored states only
through the advantage of the lowest practicable rates of trans-
portation. While much may be left in this matter to the oper-
ation of the natural laws of business, it should not be forgotten
that the recent decisions of the United States supreme court
have placed the final control and maximum tolls of railway
corporations within the jurisdiction of the legislature. In addi-
tion to this and other safeguards that will occur to the legisla-
ture, I respectfully submit if the time is not at hand, should
the policy of consolidation prevail, for the legislature to enact
a general railroad law. With our system of railroads nearly
complete, it is not probable that such a law, saving existing
lines from parallel rivals, would operate to the injury of the
consolidated lines ; or, if the expediency of further construc-
tion should be left to the judgment of the railroad commission,
it is not probable that the interests of existing lines would be
unnecessarily endangered. These lines have been constructed
at great cost, and in some cases at a total or partial loss to
the original stockholders. To construct needless parallel lines
would impose the same burden on the people and the business
interests of the state as would an inflation of the capital stock
of existing lines. Either would be the equivalent of an un-
necessary and oppressive tax, without affording au}^ compensat-
ing advantages in other directions. To guard the existing rail-
way properties from injurious rivalry, and to protect the public
and the great industrial interests of the state, are inseparable
duties, and devolve at all times upon the legislature and execu-
tive. With these just precautions, a general railroad law would
be a wholesome restraint upon the corporations, furnish neces-
sary' redress to any community, and enable sections without
railroad facilities to supply them.
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CONCLUSION.
Gentlemen of the Legislature: You are assembled one hundred
years from the adoption of the constitution under which this
state was organized. On the 5th of January, 1776, at Exeter,
the delegates of New Hampshire adopted a constitution, under
which they lived and prospered for the succeeding eight years.
That was the first written constitution adopted by any state.
On the 31st of October. 1783, a new constitution was submit-
ted to the people, and by them adopted. That constitution went
into effect in June following, and was mainly the constitution
under which we live to-day. This, then, is the centennial year
of the adoption of the constitution of New Hampshire. Under
that written compact our state has increased in population from
64,799 to 346,991, and in wealth from $150,000 to $200,000,000.
Our manufactures, few and struggling a hundred years ago,
have reached an aggregate annual product of $73,000,000.
With this material development we have had a hundred years
of civil and religious freedom such as no other countr}' has
enjoyed. To the men who framed and adopted the constitution
of 1784 we owe a debt of gratitude that can only be paid by
maintaining their masterly work unimpaired, and cherishing the
memory of their unsurpassed patriotism and wisdom. It seems
appropriate that this legislature should provide for some com-
memorative service by which we can testify our appreciation of
the virtues of our Revolutionary ancestors, and signalize the
completion of one hundred years of constitutional life and
liberty in one of the thirteen original commonwealths, whose
united fortitude, courage, and patriotism established the best
government and noblest republic that has yet found a place in





STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
FOB THE YEAR ENDING
MAY 31, 1883.
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Office of State Treasurer,
Concord, June 1, 1883.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
:
Gentlemen : I have the honor to submit the following report,
exhibiting the transactions of this department for the fiscal year
ending May 31, 1883:
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS.
receipts.
Cash on hand June 1, 1882, $61,233.48
Total receipts during the year, 935,675.72
$996,909.20
disbursements .
Total disbursements during the
year, $792,286.71
Cash'^on hand June 1, 1883, 204.622.4^
$996,909.20
Liabilities June 1, 1882, $3,392,387.84
Assets June 1, 1882, 61,630.36
Net indebtedness, $3,330,757.48
Liabilities June 1, 1883, $3,383,060.94
Assets June 1, 1883, 204,909.09
Net indebtedness, $3,178,151.85
Decrease of debt during the year, $152,605.63
REVENUE AND EXPENSES.
The following statemeut exhibits the sources of the revenue






License fees (peddlers), 880.00
Geological Reports (4 copies), 64.00
Miscellaneous, including special road
taxes, 1877-81, 458.09
License fees (fertilizers), 300.00
License fees (trees and shrubs), 50.00
Legacy and succession tax, 1,915.37
Telegraph tax, 867.73
Total revenue.
Amount brought forward, $47,261,85
State printing, 12,508.98
Auditing printer's accounts, G6.00
Insurance commissioner (expenses), 07.00
Increase state library, 500.00
Trustees of normal school (expenses), 34.30
Clerks of supreme court, 758.12
Support of indigent insane, 0,000.00
Support of convict insane, 2,008.70
N. H. National Guard, 24,999.31







Board of agriculture, 717.47
Board of equalization, 951.30
Independent militia, 300.00
N. H. Reports (vol. 58), 1,050.00
Auditing treasurer's accounts, 200.00
Legacy and succession tax (expense), 94.75
Board of health. 889.70
Bank commissioners, 457.20
Incidentals, 2,544.53
Total ordinary expenses, $115,345.56
Extraordinary expenses are those which are authorized by
special acts of the legislature. For the past year they have
been as follows, viz. :
EXTRAORDINARY EXPENSES.
Abatement of state tax, 1882, $1,740.00
Deaf and dumb (education of), 5,714.51
Blind (education of )
,
3,020.00
State Normal School. 5,000.00
Agricultural College, 3,000.00
Prisoners' Aid Association, 51.06
White Mountain roads, 3,739.71
Amount carried forward, $22,865.88
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Amount brought forward, $22,865.88
Inspector of steamboats, 100.55
Prison library, 100.00
State library (special appropriation)
,
509.83
State Prison (balance current expenses), 2,609.27
Contingent fund, 83.73
Signals (coast survey), 280.00
Repairs, Portsmouth arsenal, 35.00
Clerk (Adjutant-General's department), 300.00
Historian, 729.60
Copying muster rolls, 200.00
Painting fence Dustan monument, 20.00
Total extraordinary expenses, $27,833.86
INTEREST.
There have been paid on account of interest the past year, or





Coupons on bonds and interest on
registered bonds, 193,828.00
$196,956.47
The following has been received, viz. :
Interest on deposits, $3,084.13
Net interest, $193,872.34
PRINCIPAL OF STATE DEBT.
There have been paid, during the year,
state bonds amounting to $12,000.00
TRUST FUNDS.
Trust funds are now as follows, viz. :
Fisk legacy, $20,874.19
Kimball legacy, 6,753.49
Amount carried forward, $27,627.68
Amount brought forward, $27,627.08
Surplus revenue, 1,00!).44
School fund, 25,000.00
Interest on school fund, 21,000.00




Balance June 1, 1882, $122.88
Non-resident savings-bank tax, 29,861.58
>,984.46
Disbursements.
Dividend to towns, of fortj'-six cents
per scholar, as per table in appendix, $29,596.86
Balance to the credit of the fund, 387.60
$29,984.46
(DETAILED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DIS-
BURSEMENTS.
RECEIPTS.
Cash in treasury June 1, 1882,
Amounts brought forward,
Hatch & Cleaves' Grant,
Two Raymonds' Grant,














STATE TAX OF 1881.
15.95
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INSURANCE TAX FOR 1882.
Fire Insurance Companies.
Minn, Hartford, Conn., $361.33
British America, Boston, Mass., 23.44
City of London, 67.43
Commercial Union, London, Eng., 92.38
Connecticut Fire, Hartford, Conn., 58.17
Continental, New York city, 121.62
Dwelling-House, Boston, Mass., 6.38
Equitable Fire and Marine, Providence, R. I., 10.14
Fire Association, Philadelphia, Penn., 103.92
Fire Insurance Association, New York, 47.11
Fitchburg Mutual Fire. Fitchburg, Mass., 173.51
First National Fire, Worcester, Mass., 12.41
Franklin Fire, Philadelphia, Penn., 69.60
Gerraania Fire, New York city, 45.05
German American, New York city, 77.09
Girard Fire and Marine, Philadelphia, Penn. , 21.19
Gloucester, Gloucester, Mass., 2.55
Guardian, .30
Hamburg-Bremen, 29.60
Hanover Fire, New York city, 71.24
Hartford Fire, Hartford, Conn., 266.95
Hartford Steam-Boiler, Hartford, Conn., 39.65
Home, New York city, 235.52
Howard, 23.18
Imperial, London, Eng., 49.58
Insurance Co. of North America, Philadel-
phia, Penn., 180.47
Insurance Co. of State of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Penn., 8.95
Amounts carried forward, $2,198.70 $460,035.76
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Amounts brought forward, $2, 198. 7(5 $400,035.76
Lancashire, Manchester, Eng., ()0.oO
La Confiance, office Boston, Mass., 15. 4*2
Lion, Hartford, .25
Liverpool and London and Globe, Great
Britain, 241. GO
London Assurance Co., Loudon, Eng., 2!). 89
London and Lancashire, office New York
city, 105.93
London and Provincial, 28.37
Manufacturers' Fire and Marine, Bos-
ton, Mass., 43.58
Merchants', Newark, N. J., 24.96
Merchants', Providence, R. I., 22.95
Metropole, office Boston, Mass., 142.58
Merchants and Farmers' Mutual, Worces-
ter, Mass., 37.63
Newark, 11.10
National Fire, Hartford, Conn., 37.43
Niagara, New York city, 85.61
North British, London, Eng., 112.02
Northern, Loudon, Eng., 46.66
Orient, Hartford, Conn., 52.49
Pennsylvania Fire, Philadelphia, Pa., 118.66
Phenix. Brooklyn, N. Y., 78.86
Prescott, Boston, Mass., 22.47
Phoenix, Hartford, Conn., 313.85
Providence, Washington, 39.68
Phenix Assurance, London, 54.68
Queen, London, Eng., 63.97
Quincy Mutual, Quincy, Mass., 22.16
Rochester German, Rochester, N. Y., 18.84
Royal, Liverpool, Eng., 239.40
Shoe and Leather, Boston, Mass., 15.26
Scottish Union, Hartford, Conn., 2.67
Springfield Fire and ^larine, Spring-
field. Mass., 196.98
Amounts carried forward, $4,485.01 $460,035.76
2
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Amounts brought forward, $4,485.01 $460,035.76
Star, New York city, 38.52
Standard, New York, 14.45
Sun, 29.70
Traders and Mechanics' Lowell, Mass., 19.21
Union, Philadelphia, Pa., 26.46
Watertown Fire, Watertown, N. Y., 30.52
Westchester Fire, New Rochelle, N. Y., 61.34
$4,705.21
Life Insurance Companies.
vEtna Life, Hartford, Conn., $257.30
Charter Oak, Hartford, Conn., 34.26
Connecticut Mutual, Hartford, Conn., 326.08
Connecticut General, Hartford, Conn., 7.44
Continental, Hartfoi-d, Conn., 38.60
Equitable Life Assurance Society, New
York city, 189.24
Fidelity and Casualty, 5.87
Manhattan Life, New York city, 49.88
Massachusetts Mutual, Springfield, Mass., 569.24
Metropolitan, 45.52
Mutual Life, New York city, 351.85
Mutual Benefit, Newark, N. J., 118.36
National Life, Montpelier, Vt., 38.28
New England Mutual Life, Boston, Mass., 89.38
New York Life, New York city, 179.95
North-Western Mutual, Milwaukee, "Wis., 42.32
Phoenix Mutual, Hartford, Conn., 153.43
Penn. Mutual, 17.35
State Mutual, Worcester, Mass., 27.51
Travellers' Life and Accident, Hartford, Ct., 230.80
United States Life, New York city, 9.72
Union Mutual, Augusta, Me., 77.03
Vermont Life, Burlington, Vt., 13.95
$2,873.36
New Hampshire Fire Insurance Co.,
Manchester, N. H., $2,500.00
Amount carried forward, $470,114,33
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Amount brought forward, $470,114.33
SAVINGS-BANK TAX OF 1882.
As per table iii Appendix, $356,038.82
RAILROAD TAX OP 1882.
As per table in Appendix, $163,136.73
INTEREST.
Interest on deposits, $3,084.13
SPECIAL ROAD TAX, 1877.
Hatch & Cleaves's Grant (balance), $1.50





Amount brought forward, $993,611.10
LICENSE FEES, FERTILIZERS.
Bradley Fertilizer Co., $50.00
J. A. Tucker & Co., 50.00
Quinnipiac Fertilizer Co., 50.00 \
Glidden & Curtis, 50.00
Dole Common Sense Fertilizer Co., 50.00
Buffalo Chemical and Fertilizer Works, 50.00
$300.00












TAX ON TELEGRAPH COMPANIES.





Sales of public property (Adjt.-Gen.), 71.00
Sales of public property (Janitor), 50.00









Printing proclamations, blanks, etc., 9.5.21
Incidental expenses, 113.46
secretary's department.
Salary of secretary, $800.00
Salary of deputy secretary, 600.00














Salaries of justices, $19,100.00
Salary of attorney-general, 2,200.00
Salary of state reporter, 400.00
Clerks of supreme court, 758.12
*Iucidentals, attorney-general, 498.10
" state reporter, 34.40









































* Expenses lu appeals from assessments of railroad taxes.
23
Amount brought forward, !$;)"), 272. 96
XEW HAMPSHIRK ASYLUM FOR INSANE.
Support of indigent insane, $G,000.00
Support of convict insane, 2,608.70
Library, 100.00
Printing report, 177.44
EDUCATION OF DEAF AND DUMB.
American Asylum, Hartford, $5,364.51
Clarke Institution, Northampton, 175.00
City of Boston, 105.00










Salary of warden, • $1,500.00
Salary of chaplain, 800.00
Prison library, 100.00
Prisoners' Aid Association, 51.66
Printing report, 76.08
Balance current expenses, 2,609.27
$5,137.01




Expenses of trustees, 34.30
Printing report, 103.20
$5,137.50









Printing blanks, etc., 20.63
25
Amount brought forward, $128,482.81




















BOUNTY ON WILD ANIMALS.
Bounty on 2 wolves, a $20, $40.00
Bounty on 6 lynxes, a $1, 6.00
Bounty on 100 foxes, a 50c., 50.00
Bounty on 1,044 hawks, a 20c., 208.80
Bounty on 80 bears, a $10, 800.00






STATE BOARD OF HEALTH.
Salary of secretary, $2,000.00
Expenses of ])oard, 889.70
Amounts carried forward, $2,889.70 $134,910.19
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Printing Vol. 11, Town Papers, 1,756.66
$2,512.04
INSURANCE TAX OF 1882.
To towns as per table in Appendix, $1,823.96
SAVINGS-BANK TAX OF 1882.
To towns as per table in Appendix, $326,177.24
To literary fund, 29,861.58
$356,038.82
RAILROAD TAX OF 1882.
To towns as per table in Appendix, $84,961.14
PRINCIPAL OF DEBT.
Bonds, prison loan, $12,000.00
INTEREST.
Interest on surplus revenue, $50.16
Kimball legacy, 405.21





Manchester War Veterans, 100.00
Manchester Cadets, 100.00'
$300.00
Amount carried forward, $791,590.96
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Amounts brought forward, $791,590.96
MISCELLANEOUS.
Painting fence, Dustan monument, $20.00
Signals, coast survey, 280.00
Legacy and succession tax expense, 94.75
Copying muster rolls, 200.00
Auditing printers' accounts, 66.00




The bonds now outstanding and dates of their maturity are as
follows :
September 1, 1884, $450,000.00
September 1, 1889, 150,000.00
Total old debt, $600,000.00
Bond of 1873, due July 1, 1879, 500.00
Municipal war-loan bonds, due from
Jan. 1, 1892, to January, 1905, '2,206,100.00




Bonds of 1879, due 1889, 1890, 1891,
and 1892, 400,000.00
Total funded debt, $3,306,600.00
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Trust funds (see page 7), 76,360.94
Funded debt (see page 27), 3,306,600.00
Total liabilities, $3,383,060.94
ASSETS.
Cash in the treasury, $204,622.49
STATE TAX OF 1877.
Elkins's Grant, $60.00
STATE TAX OF 1878.
Elkins's Grant, $60.00
STATE TAX OF 1879.
Elkins's Grant, $60.00








Total assets June 1, 1883,
Deficiency being net indebtedness,
June 1, 1883,
SPECIAL ROAD TAX OP 1877.
I reported last year the sum of $151.50 as due from various
unincorporated places. Of this sum $1.50 has been collected,






SPECIAL ROAD TAX OF 1878.
I reported last year the sum of $80.00 due from Kilkenny,
which has beeu collected, and the account closed.
SPECIAL ROAD TAX OF 1870.
I reported last year the sum of $90.24 as due, which has been
collected, and the account closed.
SPECIAL ROAD TAX OF 1880.
I reported last year, as due, the sum of $93.39, which has
been collected and the account closed.
SPECIAL UOAD TAX OF 1881.
I reported last year the sum of $341.60 as due ; I have col-
lected $41.96, leaving $299.64 due from the following places:
Cambridge, $200.00
Kilkenny, 80.00
Millsfield (balance), , 19.64
$299.64
DEPOSITS BY RAILRO.VD CORPORATIONS FOR LAND DAMAGES.
The Treasurer reported in his hands on this account,
June 1, 1882, $12,901.82
The transactions during the year have been as fol-
lows :
June 5, 1882, the Pemigewasset Valley Railroad de-
posited for Almus B. Sawyer, of Woodstock, 200.00
Total to be accounted for, $13,101.82
The payments on above account during the year
have been,
—
June 8, 1882, to Franklin Low, $5,235.39
July 1, 1882, to J. Frank Hoit, 400.00
July 31, 1882, to George and Catharine
Main, and Charles Main, mortgagee, 1,081.93
Jan. 22, 1883, to Alfred Grey, 150.00
Total payments, $6,867.32
Balance in Treasurer's hands June 1, 1883, $6,234.50
30
CONCLUSION.
The debt has been reduced the past yeai* by accumulation of
funds rather than by the payment of the state's obligations,
only $12,000 (prison loan bonds) having been redeemed.
$1G,000 of the same issue mature Jan. 1, 1884, which are the
only bonds maturing during the next fiscal year.
$460,000 G per cent, bonds (series 1864) become due Sept. 1,
1884. I would respectfully recommend that the treasurer be
authorized to borrow temporarily such sum as shall be sufficient
with the funds on hand, to redeem the last named bonds at their
maturity.
The state tax of $400,000 has ceased to be a burden to a ma-
jority of the cities and towns, the credits on account of railroad,
savings-bank, and insurance taxes the past year exceeding the
state tax by $37,846.37.
The savings-bank tax for the next year will be nearly $888,-
000, which will nearly pay the state tax assessed for the year
1883.
I would also respectfully recommend that the state tax for





To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council:
The undersigned, the state auditor and a committee from the
honorable council to examine and audit the accounts of the state
treasurer for the fiscal 3^ear ending May 31, 1883, have attended
to that duty, and find warrant either by statute or legislative
authority for all receipts and expenditures, with proper vouchers
for the same.
There was cash on hand May 31, 1882, $61,233.48
There has been received from various sources, 935,675.72
Total, $996,909.20
The expenditures for the year have been 792,286.71
And there now remains on hand in the treasury
the sum of $204,622.49
For a detailed report of the various items comprised in the
above sums the committee refer to the annexed particulars.
The committee would repeat what they said in last year's
report regarding the systematic methods of keeping the ac-
counts, and the care with which all documents are preserved.
Respectfully,











Showing the amount of tax assessed unrl paid by the New Hampshire Fire Insurance
Company for the year 1882, tlie amount of such tax distributed to the several
cities and towns, and the balance accruing as revenue to the state, agreeably to

















































Exhibiting the assessments of Railroad Taxes for 1S8'2, the abatements authorized by
decree of the supreme court, the net tax for distribution, the amount distributed to
the several cities and towns, and the balance accruing as revenue to the state.
CORPOHATION.
Aslmelot
Atlantic & St. Lawrence
















Ports., Gt. Falls & Con'y.






























































































































Showing the vahiatioii of the various telegraph companies within the limits of the
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Explaining the distribution of Savings-bank tax, where banks liold real estate.
(o) The Ashland Bank reports real estate in
WMtefield $1,829.27 1 per cent., $18.29 Taken from Coos County Bank.
(6) The Bristol Bank reports real estate in
Franklin §435.85 1 per cent., MM Taken from Franklin Bank.
Warren 267.00 1 per cent., 2.67 Taken from Manchester Bank.
8702.85 $7.03
(c) The Cochecho Bank reports real estate in
Gilmanton #1,696. 74 1 per cent., S16.97 Taken from Laconia Bank.
(d) The Lebanon Bank reports real estate in
Concord $2,247.50 1 per cent. $22.48 Taken from Loan & Trust Bank.
(/) The Milford Five Cent Bank reports real estate in
Goshen $1,500.00 1 per cent., $15.00 Taken from Newport Bank.
(gf) The Penacook Bank reports real estate in
Pittsfleld $600.00 1 per cent., $6.00 Taken from People's Bank.
Franklin 1,2.50.00 1 per cent., 12.50 Taken from People's Bank.
$1,850.00 $18..50
(A) The Portsmouth Bank reports real estate in
Gilmanton $2,254.84 1 per cent., $22.55 Taken from Manchester Bank.
(e) The Sandwich Bank reports real estate in
Tiltou Sl,905.0o 1 per cent., $19.05 Taken from Merrimack Co. Bank.
Note, a, b, c, d, e,f, g, h, refer to tabular statement, pp. 38-39.
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TABULAR STATEMENT
Showing the amount divided to the several cities and towns for Railroad Tax, Savings-






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR,
MAY, 1883
C N C E D :
PARSONS B. COGSWELL, PUBLIC PRINTER.
1883.

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE,
Concord, May, 1883.
To His Excellency the Governor
:
Sir : We have examined the one state bank and the sixtj'^-six
savings banks in this state now transacting business, and have
the honor to submit the following report of their condition, with
reports of some banks in hands of assignees, with an abstract






SALMON FALLS STATE BANK.—SALMON FALLS.
Incorporated in 1851. Charter expires in 1891.
President—G^ORGK W. Roberts
Direcforx—Georse W. Roberts, J. Converse, O. S. Brown, O. H. Lord, P. Plumer, A.
G. Hiiley, C. F. Wood.
Cnsliier—\V. H. Moutox. Cashier's bond, $20,000, copy of which is on file in
office of secretary of state. Date of bond, December, 1881. Sureties of bond able to
respond. Bond deposited with president for safe-keeping. No clerks. Annual com-
pensation of treasurer, »200.
















ALTON FIVE CENTS SAVINGS BANK.—ALTON.
Incorporated in 1869. Charter expires in 1889.
President— llE^SRY HuRn.
Vice-Presirlent—SrwALL T. Roberts.
Trustees— Henry Hurd, Amos L. Rollins, Jeremiah Jones, John W. Currier, Leon-
ard S Nutp, John P. Clon<;h, Samuel V\^. Joy, John Walker, N. H. Sawyer, S. T. Rob-
erts, O. J. M. Gilman, Morrison Bennett, S. G. Weutwortb, C. H. Hurd, C A. Hatch,
Andrew Varnpy, J. VV. Ayers.
Treasurer— .'\.mos L. Rollins. Treasurer's bond, .*i25,000, copy of which is on file in
ofBce of secretary of state. Date of bond, .July 1, 1882. Sureties of bond able to re-
spond. Bond deposited with John W. Currier for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, .$.300.






8 Bank Commissioners^ Report.
SCHEDULE OP BONDS OF THE ALTON FIVE CENTS SAVINGS BANK.











Incorporated in 1852. Charter perpetual.
Prexident—Moody Currier.
Trii.steef:—Moody Currier. Jiicob F James, Henry C. Merrill, Joseph E. Bennett, Lu-
cian B. Clougli, George A\^. Riddle, ^athalliel W. Cumiier, Henry Chandler, and
Leonard French.
Treasurer—Moody Currier. Treasurer's bonds, §200,000, copies of which are on file
in office of secretary of state. Date of bonds, June 27, 1878, .^150,000: January 5, 1883,
$50,000. Sureties of bonds able to respond. Bonds deposited with L. B. Clough for
safe-keeping.
Clerks—J. E. Currier, Henry Chandler.
Clerks have taken official oath.
Annual compensation of treasurer and clerks, 556,000.








Market Value. Par Value.
Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
U. S. bonds







Cash on deposit with Amoskeag National
Bank
Cash in hands of investing agents
















































Dividends for the last five years, 5 per cent, per annum, from 1877 to July, 1882; 4 per
cent., July, 1882—the last extra dividend, July, 1873, amounting to S!26,500, or about
1 per cent, per annum.
Total expense of institution for the last 12 months, exclusive of taxes, about $7,000, in-
cluding rent.
Amount of state tax paid last year, .?26,829.93
No national tax paid for the last 12 months.
Amount of other t.axes, ,§363,87.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, f 10,400; as surety, .?2,500, with unanimous con-
sent of trustees.
Loans and investments are made by trustees, who meet monthly.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee of
trustees twice each year.
Reports are puldished as required by law.
This baidi receives no interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors, 8.194; increase since last examination by bank commissioners,
820
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 94.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 97.
10 Bank Commissioners' Report.
Total amount of loans, $1,949,088.64.
Total amount of Western mortgage loans, $637,181.13.
Total amount of investments in stock.'* and bonds, *1 ,238,670.
Lir^est ainnunt loinedto any individual, corporation, or company, $90,000.
No debts believed by the trustees to be bad.
No debts which the trustees believe to be doubtful.
Number and amount of notes vrith interest unpaid for over six months, «1,500.
The fund? of the institution are invested agreeably to the laws of New Hampshire.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
Bank Commissioners^ Report. 11
SCHKDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE AMOSKEAG SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
U. S. bonds, 4s
County, City, Town, and District.
Marion county. I tid., .Ss
JacUsou city, Mich., 8s
Kan.-ias •' Mo., 7»
Dayton, O., 8.s
Cincinnati, O., 7 3-lO.s
Topeka, Kan., 8s
Lincoln, Nel)., 63






Boston, Conciird & Montreal, tis
Chicago, l{urlin;;t()n & Quincy, 4s
Indiana, Blooiuington & VVest'n,5s and 6s
Eastern, 6s
Cliicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, 6s
Maine Central, 6s
Nashua & Rochester, 5s
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe, 5s
New York & Manhattan Beach, 7s
Ionia & Lansing, 8s
Chicago, Clinton, Dubuque & Minn., 7s.
.
St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba, 63
Oregon Short Line, 6s








Bank of Kansas City, Kansas City
Moline National, Moline















Chicago, Burlington & Quincy.





























































































































































12 Bank Commissioners' Report.
SCHEDULE OF THE STOCKS OF THE AMOSKEAG SAVINGS BANK.
Continued.




Eastern in N. H
Concord & Portsnioutli .
.







Seymour, Sabin & Co
Moliue Plough Co
Miscellaneous.
Indianapolis Water Co., bonds, 6s.
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ASHLAND SAVINGS BANK.—ASHLAND.
Incorporated in 1872. Charter perpetual.
Presirfeni—Jeremiah M. Callet.
Trustees—Jei-umvAii M. Calley, Franklin Scribner, Ambrose Scribner, John C. Smith,
Edwin F. Bailey, Levi Clougli, Frank L. Hughes, Benning E. Plaisted, Stephen C.
Baker, T. J. Pulsifer, Hiram Hodgdon.
Treasurer—Franklin Scribner. Bond, $25,000, copy of wliich is on file in office
of secretary of state. Date of bond, July 4, 1881. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond deposited with president for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $000.






Scaled by court and bank commissioners December 24, 1878 14,206.53
$69,048.89
Value on books.
Loans secured on real estate $39,135.83
Loans on personal security 21,932.78
Loans on collateral security 3,565.14
Deposit in Commonwealth Bank 1,588.06
Real estate acquired or held by foreclosure 1,8:^9.27
Bank fixtures 769.41
Cash on hand 228.40
$69,048.89
Paid in 1S82 annual dividend of 4J per cent. Last extra dividend, January 1, 1877
amounted to about 1 per cent, per annum.
Total expense of institution for tlie last year, exclusive of taxes, $925.18.
Amount of state tax paid last year, .fi4G5.60.
No indebtedness of trustees as principal or as surety.
Loans and investments are made by Jeremiah M. Calley, Ambrose Scribner, and B. E.
Plaisted, who meet as business requires.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by the commit-
tee of investment above named twice a year.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives 3 per cent, interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors, 302; increase during the year, 8; decrease of deposits during
the year, $1,005.73.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, about 97.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $9,350, on real estate.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, $3,411.46.
Amount of overdue paper in the bank, about $6,000.
The funds of the ini-titution are invested agreeably to law.
Books of record fairly kept.
General character of loans fair.
14 Bank Commissioners' Report.
BELKNAP SAVINGS BANK.—LACONIA.
Incorporated in 1868. Charter perpetual.
Prestrfen^—Napoleon B. Gale.
Trustees—Napoleon B. Gale, Samuel W. Rollins, Samuel W. Sanders, George L.
Mead, Stephen L. Taylor, Gorliam Swain, Janit'S H. Tilton, Henry W. Peaslee, Edwin
F. Burleigh, Lewis S. Perley, Erastus P. Jewell, Joseph P. Pitman.
Treasurer—FiiAiiK W. Reeves. Bond, §55,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary ot state. Date of bond. June 10, 1882. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond deposited with James H. Tilton.
Annual compensation of treasurer, §1,000.








Vlarket "Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans o i collateral security
U. S. bonds
County, city, town, and district bonds
Railroad bonds
Bank stock



















































Semi-annual dividend of 2 per cent., September 1, 1882, amounting to $9,066.13.
Total expense of institution lor the last twelve months, exclusive of taxes and losses
charged off, .¥1321.65.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $4,616.23. No national tax paid last year.
Amount of other taxes, #52.16.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, .$1,525, with unanimous consent.
Loans and investments are made by finance committee, who meet weekly.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee of
trustees senii-annmiUy.
Reports are published as required by law.
This Viank receives 3 per ceiit. interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors. 1,252; increase since last examination by commissioners, 163.
Number having deposits of over *2,()00, 31.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 171.
Total amount of loans, $418,747.60.
Total amount of loans of Western mortgages, $140,925.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds, $105,400.
Largest investment in stocks or bonds, *33,000.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $10,000.
No debt< believed by the trustees to be bad.
Amount of debts which the trustees believe to be doubtful, $400.
No interest overdue.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
Bank Commissioners'' Report. 15
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE BELKNAP SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS.
16 Bank Commissioners^ Report.
BRISTOL SAVINGS BANK.—BRISTOL.
Incorporated in 1868. Charter expires in 1888.
Presirfeni—Lewis W. Fling.
Vice-President—nwiD Mason.
Trustees— Lii^\s, W. Fling, David Mason, Wm. A. Berry, Albert Blake, B. F, Holden,
Benj. F. Ferkins, M. W. While, Robert A. Horner, E. K. Pray.
Treasurer—Gkoixgk M. Cavis. Treasurer's bond $40,000, copy of which is on file
in office of secretary of state. Date of bond June 1, 1880. Sureties of bond are able
to respond. Bond deposited with president for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, not fixed.
Examination, March 3 to 6, 1883, inclusive, by J. D. Lyman, "W. A. Berbt.
STATEMENT.
Due depositors $323 ,526.63
Surplus 5,527 . 19
G uaranty fund 16,000.00
$345,053.82
Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
County, city, town, and district bonds
Railroad bonds
Stock, Iowa Loan & Trust Co
Miscellaneous investments




































Dividends for the last five years, 5, 41/2, 4, 4, 4. The last one was declared January 1,
1875, amounting to ,'5!426.30, or about one per cent, per amum.
Total expense of institution for the last 12 months, exclusive of taxes, $1,648.13.
Amount of state tax paiil last year, .$2,385.61.
No national tax paid for the last 12 months.
Amount of other taxes, .'J92.15.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, $1,950.00; as surety, $805.40.
Loans and investments are made by Albert Blake, Lewis W. Fling, David Mason, Wm.
A. Berry, Robert Horner, who meet as occasion requires.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by Albert Blake,
M. W. White, and Wm. A. Berry, June and December each year.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives 2^/2 per cent, interest on its deposit in other banks.
Number of depositors, 1,040; increase since last examination by bank commissioners, 61,
Amount actually paid to depositors the last 12 months, exclusive of dividends passed to
their credit, and not paid out, .f68,607.09, to January 1, 1883.
No deposits of over $2,000.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 176.
Bonds registered, f20,600.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $10,000.
Interest collected in advance. Notes promptly collected. No debts considered bad or
doubtful. Bank was insolvent when Cavis became treasurer, and now has quite a
surplus.
General character of loans believed to be good.
Grafton, ss., March 6, 1883.
I, George M. Cavis, solemnly swear that the foregoing answers and statements are,
according to the best of my knowledge and belief, true. So help me God.
GEORGE M. CAVIS.
Personally appearing, the above George M. Cavis made oath to the above.
Before me, J. D. LYMAN, Bank Commissioner.
Bank Commissioners' Report. 17
SCHEDULE OF THE STOCKS OF THE BRISTOL SAVINGS BANK.
STOCKS.
18 Bank Commissioners^ Report.
CHESHIRE PROVIDENT INSTITUTION.—KEENE.
Incorporated in 1833. Charter expires in 1893.
Presirfeni—George Tilden.
Vice-Presidents—Gk,okc,-e A. "Wheelock, \yiLLiAM Dixsmoor.
Trustees—Jiio Henry Elliot, Silas Hardy, Ueubpn Stewart, Wni. S. Briggs, Barrett
Ripley, Edward Farrar, Edward C. Thayer, F. C. Faulkner, Henry C. Piper", C. J. Ami-
don, K. H. Porter,.!. G. Bellows, .J. R. Beal, G. H. Tilden, Geo. W. Stearns.
Treasurer—Oscar G. Nims. Treasurer's bond, #150,000, copy of which is on file in
office of secretary of state. Date of bond, January 19, 1882. Sureties of bond are able
to respond. Bond deposited with chairman of board of investment for safe-keeping.
Clerk—C. E, Coopkr.
Annual compensation of treasurer, Sl,500.
Annual compensation of clerk, f 1,000.
Clerk has taken his official oath.







Market "Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate $899,008.31
Loans on personal security
\
85,365.48
Loans on collateral security 56,336.00










Miscellaneous investments , 99,000.00
Cash on deposit in various national banks! 25,014.64
Real estate, by foreclosure 87,345.00
Real estate, purchased : 55,000.00




























Dividends for the last five years, 2^ percent., January and -July till January, 1880; about
4 per cent, per annum since.
Total expense of institution for the last 12 months, exclusive of taxes, $3,186.07.
Amount of state tax paid last year, 8517,133.53.
Amount of national tax paid for the last 12 months, $462.48.
Amount of other taxes, •'tf883.19.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, $6,700 ; as surety, $9,900, with unanimous con-
sent.
Loans and investments are made by committee of investment, who meet weekly.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee
from trustees semi-annually.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives 3 per cent, interest on its deposits in National Hide and Leather
Bank, Boston.
Number of depositors, 4,712; increase since last examination by bank commissioners,
299.
Number having deposits of over .f2,000, 73.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 362.
Total amount of loans, .$1,040,709.79.
Total amount of Western mortgage loans, $-380,110 59.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds, $732,743.14.
Largest amount of investments in stocks or bonds, ,'551,500.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, S23,000.
Bank Commissioners'' Rcpoi't. 19
No debts believed by the trustees to be bad.
No debts which the trustees believe to be doubtful.
Number of notes with interest unpaid for over six months, 1,900.
The funds of the institution are iuvested agreeably to the laws of New Hampshire.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
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SCHEDULE OF BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE CHESHIRE PROVIDENT
INSTITUTION.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value
CotTNTY, City, Towk, and District.
Clay county, 111., 1890, Ts



















City of Jersey, N. J., 1892, 7s
' Decatur, 111., 1896, 7s
" Muskegon, Mich., 1893, 8s
" (irand Rapids, Mich., 1883-93, 8s..
" East Saginaw, Mich., 1887, 8s
" Pomerov, O., 1894,8s
" Toledo, O., 1900, 7 3-lOs
" " 1889,8s
" Evansville, Ind., 1893, 7s
•* Sioux, Iowa, 1S98, 8s
Township ot Monticello, 111., 1897, 8s
" .Mission, Kan., 1908, 8s
" Ri hland, Kan., 1908, 83
" Grant, Kan., 1SS9, 10s
" Gartield, Kan , 1S88, IDs
" Bolton, Kan., 1888. lOs
" KansHs, 18S2, 8s, school bond
Paulding county, O., 188(3, 8s
Polk " Minn., 1888, 123
Woodbury " Iowa, 1898, 7^8
Plymouth " " 1S98. 74s
Dickinson " " 1894,8s
Henry " " 1892,7s
Railroad.
Michigan Central, 1 890, Ss
New York, Bay Ridge, & Jamaici), 1896,8s
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, 1903, 7s...
1919,5s...
Louisiana & Missouri River, 1900. 73
Jackson, Lansing & Saginaw, 1891, Ss
Boston, Clinton, Fitchbnrg & New Bed-
ford, 1910,5s
Chicngo, Milwaukee & St. Paul. 1910, 7s.
.
Indiana, Bloomingtoii & Western, 1921, 6s
New York & New England, 1905, 7s
" '• "63
Kansas Pacific Con., 1900, 6s
Kansas City, Lawrence & South'n, 1909, 6s
Long Island, 1931, 6s
Des Moines, Osceola & Soutliprn, 1897, 7s..
Quincy, Alton & St. Louis, 1896, 5s
Miscellaneous.
N. E. Mortgage Security Co., 1886, 6s.
.
Iowa Loan & Trust Co., debentures, 1886,Cs
" " stock, 6s
Keene Gas-Light Co., 1890. 6s
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SCHEDULE OF STOCKS OF THE CHESHIRE PROVIDENT INSTITUTION.
STOCKS. Market Value.
22 Bank Commissioners^ Report.
CHINA SAVINGS BANK.—SUNCOOK.
Incorporated in 1869. Charter 20 years.
President—Yj-k-Gow. Natt Head.
Trustees— tiaXt Head, William Haseltine, Solomon Whitehouse, Joseph L. Hosraer,
David L. Jewell, Philip Sargent, John H. Sullivan, Charles Williams, Moody K. Wil-
son.
rrertSM7-e7-—Charles F. Hildreth. Bonds, »35,r00, copies of which are on file in
office of secretary of state. Date of bonds June 17, 1870, and December 20, 1881. Sure-
ties of bonds are able to respond. Bonds deposited with president for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, .«417,57.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS OP THE CHINA SAVINGS BANK
BONDS. j Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
County, City, Town, and District
St. Paul's, Minn., 7s
Paulding Co., ()., 7s
Mitcliel Co., Ind., 7s
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CITY SAVINGS BANK.—NASHUA.
Incorporated in 1803. Charter expires in 1883.
President—IjVTn^Vi A. Roby.
Vice-President—Cuwiiu^f, H. Burns.
Trustees—,^. A. Spalding, E. P. Brown, S. P. Greeley, Luther A. Roby, C. H.
Burns, Edward Hardy, J. M. Swallow, U. A Fletcher, Riifus Fitzgerald.
Treasurei— E. P. Brown. Treasurer's bond, .'t;30,0U0, copy of which is on file in
office of secretary of state. Date of bond, 1876. Sureti.-s of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited with J. A. Spalding, in the vault of First National Bank, fbr safe-
keeping.
Clerk— It. A. Arnold.
Annual compensation of treasurer, .'51,200.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE CITY SAVINGS
BANK.—NASHUA.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value Value onbooks.
Hatlroad.
26 Bank Commissioners'' Report.
COCHECHO SAVINGS BANK.—DOVER.
Incorporated in 1872. Charter expires in 1892.
President—G'E.oxiG'E W. Tash.
Vice-President— 'S\icA3xn S. Han.scomb.
Trustees—George W. Tash, James E. Lothrope, Leonard S. Rand, Frank Freeman,
Charles W. Wiggins, Joseph C. Hutchins, Owen J. Lewis, RiiCus Hnley, Ralph Hough,
E. C. Kinnear, Harrison Haley, George A. Thompson, Michael Killoren, Micajah S.
Hanscomb, Harry Hough, \Vm. IJ. Lyman, Augustus T. Coleman.
Treasurer— Vi AHYLY Hough. Bond, s!.35.<!Oii. copy of whicli is on file in office of sec-
retary of state. Date of bond, November 22, 1881. Sureties of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited with president for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, .SgOO.






Market Valne. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
County, city, town, and district bonds .
Railroad bonds
Bank stock
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE COCHECHO SAVINGS
BANK.—DOVER.
BONDS.
28 Bank Commissioners^ Report.
CONNECTICUT RIVER SAVINGS BANK.—CHARLESTOWN.
Incorporated in 1831. Charter perpetual.
President—menahv Robertson.
Vice-Presi lent—JO.SEPH G. BlliGGS.
Trustees—Richard Robertson, Joseph G. Brings, Herbert B. Viall, Brooks Kimball,
Charles C. Kimball, Saimiel Walker, William H. Lanibeo, Franklin W. Putnam, Nath'l
G. Brooks, George Olcott, Eben H. Tidd, Samuel L. Fletcher, George S. Bond, Robert
Elwell, Horace Hull, Thomas R. Marston, Henry Olcott, Bolivar Lovell.
Treasurer—Gkob.g'e, Olcott. Bond, .'g5u,00(). copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, Marcli 7, 1882. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond deposited with president for safe-keeping.
Cfer/,;—Hkrbebt W. Bond.
Annual compensation of treasurer, ,^1,500. No annual compensation of clerk.
Commenced examination, January 17, 1883, by J. D. Lyman.
STATEMENT.
Due depositors «461 ,420.15
Surplus and guaranty fund 14,000.00
$475,420.15
Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security ,
County, city, town, and district bonds
Raih'oad bonds ,
Bank stock
New England mortgage security, 7s
Real estate acquired or held by foreclos-
ure
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS OF THE CONNECTICUT RIVER SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
County, City, Town, and District.
Chicag:o City, 7s
Cliarlestowu, N. H., 5s
Hartford, Conn., Os
St. Louis, Mo., (is
Cincinnati, O., 7s
Cleveland, O., Gs
Peoria, 111 , school scrip, 6s
Keene, N. H., Gs
New England mortgage security, 7s
Railroad.
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Bank Stock.
Otoe County National Bank, Nebraska
City, Neb
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CONWAY SAVINGS BANK.—CONWAY.
Incorporated in 1869. Charter perpetual.
Presidp/nt—Soil'S C. L.WoOD.
Vtce-Presi(hnt—'R\cyiAYiv> B. Thom.
Trustees—llw-Am C.Abbott, N. R. Mason, C.W. Wilder, Leavitt H. Eastman, Henry
Emerson, Sinmel Hazelton, -James .J. Burke, Samuel Hayes, Siiinner C. Hill, Richard
B. Thotn, William Mason, William Robertson, Stephen M. Davis, B. F. Clark, L. C.
Quint, J. C. L. Wood.
Treasurer— ^lOJA'S'&'R C. HiLL.
Asst. Treasurer—C. W. Wildeu.
Treasurer and asst. treasurer's joint bond, $25,000, copy of which is on file in office
of secretary of state. Date of bond, January, 1883. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond deposited with president for safe-keeping. Annual compensation of treasurers.
Officers have taken their official oath.







Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Lo.ans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
Accrued interest
Balance of cash deposited with National
Exchange Bank































Dividends, July, 1882, 1 per cent., January, 1883, 1 per cent.
Total expense of institution for the last 12 months, exclusive of taxes, $350.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $721.67.
No national tax paid for tlie last 12 months.
No other taxes paid.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, $701); as surety, $300, by unanimous consent.
Loans and investments are made by committee of trustees, who meet as occasion re-
quires.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee
from trustees semi-annually.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives 3 per cent, interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors, 292; decrease since last examination by bank commissioners, 14.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 4.
Number of single loans to separate parties in the st.ate, 110.
Total amount of loans, .'*64,77i).13.
No investments in stocks or bonds.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $7,000.
No debts believed by the trustees to be bad.
No debts which the "trustees believe to be doubtful.
Amount of intin-csi unpaid for over six months, $l,400,on notes in process of collection
and administration.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to the laws of New Hampshire.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
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DARTMOUTH SAVINGS BANK.—HANOVER.
Incorporated in 18G0. Cliarter perpetual.
President—N. S. Huntington.
Vice-President—JtiO. L. 15ridgman.
Trustees~li\rsin\ Hitchcock, J. L. Bridgmaii, Charles Benton, M. Pike, S. W. Cobb,
N. S. Huntington, H. H. Holt, F. Chase, E. R. Ruggles, M. H. Barstow, H. V. Part-
ridge, F. W. Davison, Charles P. Chase.
Treasurer—Chaklks P. Chase. Bond, §55,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secrt'tary of state. Diite of bond, March 18, 188^. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond de(H)sited with F. Chase, treasurer of Dartmouth college, for safe-keeping. An-
nual coinpeiisatioii of treasurer, $1,H00.






Market Value, Par Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security




Deposited in Dartmouth National Bank..
Real estate
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SCHEDULE OF STOCKS AND BONDS OF DARTMOUTH SAVINGS BANK.
STOCKS. Market Value. Par Value. Value onBooks.
Dartmouth National Bank stock. .
.
BONDS.
Boston & Lowell R. R
Northern R. R
Arkansas Town Co
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe R. R

























Atchison, TopeUa & Santa Fe
" " land grant..
Pueblo & A. V
Tebo & Neosho
St. Louis & Iron Mountain
Paeilic R. R., real estate
N. J. Central
St. Paul & Sioux City
Paeilic R. R., Mo
Denver & South Park
Booiiville Bridge
Missonri, Kansas & Texas
Ohio & AVest Virginia
St. Louis & San Francisco
Long Island
Louisville .fe Nashville
St. Louis & San Francisco
Indiana, Blooniington & Western
Columbus, H. V. & Toledo
Louisville & Nashville
Indiana, Decatur & Springfield, 7s
6s
" " 5s & stock
Illian Coal Co
Denver, Rio Grande & Western
Denver & Rio Grande
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DOVER FIVE CENTS SAVING BANK.—DOVER.
Incorporated in 1856. Charter expires 1896.
Presir7e?i?—Charles Murphy.
Vice-President—¥:,i.i V. Beewster.
Treasurer—Ca^vx^-^ Hale. Salary, .$600; bond .?.30,000, copy of which is on file in
the otiice of the secretary of state. Date of bond, April, 1882. Sureties of bond able to
respond. Bond di^posited with the president for sufe-keeping.
CTer/.-—Isaac F. Abbott. Annual compensation of clerk, .?300.
Trustees—I'harles M. Murphy, Eli V. Brewster, Calvin Hale, Oliver Wyatt, George
W. Benn, Andrew H Young, "William A. Murrill, Ephraim H. Whitehouse, William
H. Vickery, John J. Hanson, aid Isaac F. Abbott.





Surplu.s belonging to scaled accounts 17,834.34
$206.4U9.02
Market Value. I Par Value. Valui> on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal propertj'".
Loans on collateral security
Railroad bonds
Bank stock
Real estate by foreclosure
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE DOVER FIVE CENTS
SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Railroad.
Atlantic & Pacific, West Div., 6s
Atchison, Colorado & Pacific, 6s
Oregon & Nevada Co., scrip, 8s
Vermont Central and Vermont & Cana-
da, 8s
Nortliern Pacific, land grant, 6s
Mexican Central, 7s
Chicago, St. Paul, Minn. & Omaha, 63
St. Louis & San Francisco, (is
Mo., Kansas & Texas, 7s
Oregon Improvement Co., 6s
New York, Lake Erie & Western, 6s
Texas & Pacific Construction, 6s




Little Rock & Fort Smith, 7s
Michigan Central, 8s
Florence, Eldorado & Walnut Valley, 7s.
Jackson; Lansing & Saginaw, 8s
Little Rock & Fort Smith, scrip, 7s
STOCKS.
Bank.
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EAST NORTHWOOD SAVINGS BANK.—NORTHWOOD.
Incorporated in 1881. Charter perpetual.
President—,lon-iis J. Pillsbuuy.
Vice-President— ¥j. G. Boody.
Trustees—K. G. Boodv, John Bennett, Charles F. Gate, H. J. Clarke, W. B. Dow,
Charles A. Hill, Charles'Hill, Richard Hoyt, J. K. Hoyt, L. E. Kimball, S. F. Leavitt,
A. J. Pillsbury.
Treasurer—JOTi's J. Pillsbdry. Bond, .$25,000, copy of which is on file in the
office of secretary of state. Date of bond, September 19, 1881. Sureties of bond are
able to respond. Bond deposited with E. G. Boody for safe-keeping.
C/crA-—William M. Furber.
Annual compensation of treasurer, nothing. Annual compensation of clerk, paid by
the treasurer.
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SCHEDULE OF THE STOCKS AND BOXDS OF THE EAST NORTHWOOD
SAVINGS BANK.
STOCKS. Market Value. Par Value. Value onbooks.
Bank.




Pueblo & Arkansas Valley
New Mexico & South Pacific
Kansas City, Empire & Southern
Eastern Railroad
Michigan Central
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EPPING SAVINGS BANK.—EPPING.
Incorporated iu 1873. Charter expires in 1893.
President—3o9,%Tii C. Burleigh.
Vice-PresUhnt—Jomwi H. Stearns.
Trustees—^*i\\yA<i\\\ F. Prescott, William R. Bunl<er, Walter H. Stickney, John H.
Pike, Joseph N. Cilley, James H. Hartlett, Alfred T. Rundlett, Benjamin W. Hoyt,
Dudley L. Harvey, Hosea B. Burnhaui, John Leddy, and Charles E. Folsom.
Treasurer—liEORGE S. Rundlett. Bond, $-'5, 000, copy of which is on tile in office
of secretary of state. Date of bond, December 18, 1874. Sureties of bond are able to
respond. Bond deposited with the pi^esident for safe-keeping. Annual compensation
of treasurer, $50.






Market Value. I Par Value.
Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
County of Peoria, 111., bonds, 7s
Railroad bonds, Eastern
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PARMINGTON SAVINGS BANK-FARMINGTON.
Incoi-porated in 18G8. Charter expires in 1888.
President—Cnx^^.'ES W. Wingate.
Vice-President—George N. Eastman.
Trustees—.Joliu F. Cloiitinan, Aloiizo Nate, Hiram Barker, Geo. N. Eastman, David
T. Parker, Hosea B. Edgerlv, Levi Pearl, John H. Barker, George E. Cochrane, John
Tuttle, Charles W. Wingate, E. P. Nute, W. W. Hayes, J. B. Edgerly, J. R. Hayes, D.
W. Edgerly.
Trea.sMi-e?-—William Yeaton. Bond, $40,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of Viond, June 13, 1882. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond deposited in safe of Farininglou National Bank for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $l,nO't.








Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secnred on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security.
County, city, town, and district bonds .
Bank stock
Cash on deposit with Farmington Na
tional Bank ,
Real estate purchased
Real estate acquired or held by foreclos



































Annual dividend, January, 1882, 4 per cent., amounting to .$7,779.56.
Total expense of institution for last twelve months, exclusive of taxes and losses
charged off, $1,292.04, including *261.51 special legal fees.
Amount of state tax last 12 months, .'#2,007.46.
Amount of national tax, .$23.13.
Amount of other taxes, $147.64.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, $7,466; as surety, J.1,200, with unanimous consent.
Loans and investments are made by committee of trustees, who meet as occasion re-
quires.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee of
trustees semi-annually.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives no interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors, 820; increase since last examination of commissioners, 44.
Number having deposits of over .$2,000, 5.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 124.
Total amount of loans, $]9D,049.72.
Total amount of Western real estate loans, $90,675.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds, $39,900.
Largest investment in stocks or bonds, $38,800.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $6,000.
No debts which the trustees believe to be doubtful.
Amount of interest overdue, 480.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
Bank Commissioners^ Report. 39
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE FARMINGTON SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value onbooks.
County, City, Town, and District
Sch'1-Dist. No. 3, McPhe'on Co., Kan., 6Js
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FITZWILLIAM SAVINGS BANK.—FITZWILLIAM.
Incorporated in 1871. Charter perpetual.
PresifJent—SAMVKi, Kendall.
Vicf-Presidents—JoswH E. C.\uter, Reuben L. Angiek.
Tmntees—Julin M. Parker, Wright Whitcomb, Kimball D. Webster, Charles Byam,
Charles W. Whitney, Eilwiii M Bowen, James B. Robbiiis, Chaiincy Davis, Aaron R.
Gleason, Melviu Wilson, Amos J. Blake, Edmund ISemis.
TrertSjnT?-—Stephen Batcheller. Treasurer's bond. ;J30,000, copy of which is on
file in office of secretary of state. Date of bond, March 18, 1882. Sureties of bond able
to respond. Bond deposited with president for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $500.
Clerk has taken his official oath.
Examination completed October 2, 1882, by Buel C. Carter.
STATEMENT.





Market Value. Par Value. Value onBooks.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral secuiity
U. S. bonds




















Bank Commissioners'' Report. 41
SCHEDULE OF BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE FITZWILLIAM SAVINGS
HANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value onBooks.
U. S. bonds, 4s
42 Bank Commissioners^ Report.
NEW ACCOUNTS.
FRANCESTOWN SAVINGS BANK.—FRANCESTOWN.
Incorporated in 1868. Charter expires in 1888.
President—'Rw.A'M. Patch.
Trustees—Mimnx Patch, Thomas B. Bradford, Joseph Kingsbury, James T. Bixby,
Samuel B. Hodge, Robert Bradford, Charles A. Vose, Keil McLaue, Augustus H.
Bixby.
r/'easwre?-—Samuel D. Downes. Bond, f2o,00n, copy of which is on file in office
of secretary of state. Date of bond. May G, 1882. Sureties of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited with the president for safe-keeping.







Market Value. Par Value. Value ou
books.
Loans secured on real estate.
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security















































Paid annual dividend of 5 per cent, in 1880.
Amount of state tax i)aid last year, »520.72.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending 1882, $6.78.
Loans and investments are made by investment committee, who meet as business
requires.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by the invest-
ment committee.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives 3 per cent, interest on its deposits iu banks in Boston. Nothing for
deposits in the First National bank.
Number of depositors, 272; increase during the year, 44; increase of deposits during
the year, $12,344.25.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 60.
Total amount of loans in the state, $30,876.79.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $2,100.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $2,500.
No debts which the trustees believe to be doubtful.
No overdue paper in the bank.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Premium on stocks and bonds, $400.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans believed to be good.
Bank Commissioners'' Report. 43
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE FRAKCE.STOWN (NEW
ACCOUNT) SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
44 Bank Commissioners'' Report.
OLD ACCOUNT.
FRANCESTOWN SAVINGS BANK.—FRANCESTOWN.
Incorporated in 1868. Charter expires in 1888.
Presjrfewi—Hiram Patch.
Trustees—Hirani Piitcli, Thomas B. Bradford, Joseph Kingsbury, James T. Bixby,
Samuel B. Hodge, Robert Bradford, Cliarles A. Vose, Xeil McLane, and Augustus H.
Bixby.
Treasurer— 'g) s.^ive.ij D. Dow.ves. Bond, $25,000. copy of which is on file in office
of secretary of state. Date of bond, May 6j 1^82. Sureties of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited with the president for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $400.







Bank Commissioners'' Repoi'l. 45
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE FRANCESTOWN (OLD
ACCOUNT) SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
County, City, Town, and Di.^trict
Osceola township, Neb., 10s
Brimlield township, Neb., 10s
>Ionioe county. Neb., 8s
Butlor County, Kan., 10s . .
District order, Portland township, Ply
mouth county. la., 8s
STOCKS.
Bank.
119 shares First National, of Frances
town
10 shares Richardson Co., Neb
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FRANKLIN SAVINGS BANK.—FRANKLIN.
Incorporated in 1869. Charter expires 1889.
Pre.sif?eM<—George W. Nesmitit.
jT/Ms^ees—George W. Nesniith, .Stephen Keiirick, Daniel Barnard, Isaac N. Blodgeft,
John H. Rowell, Warren F. Danicll, A. W. .Sulloway, .Tolin Taylor, Milton Gerrish,
Walter Aiken, H. A. Weymonth, J. B. Aiken, E. B. Sanborn.
Tj-eci.sJM-er—Alexis Pkoctor. Treasurer's bond. .§55.000, copy of which is placed
on file in the office of the secretary of state. Date of bond, October 12, 1874. Sureties
of bond are able to respond. Bond deposited witli George W. . esmith, president, for
safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, 1,400.
Examination November 27, 28, 29, 30, and December 1, 1882, by J. D. Lyman.
STATEMENT.
Due depositors S524,417.33
Surplus. . . 3,.5.".1.14
Guaranty fund 16,766.79
$543,715.26
Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
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SCHEDULE OF THE STOCKS AND BONDS OF THE FRANKLIN SAVINGS
BANK.
STOCKS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Bank.
48 Bank Commissioners^ Report.
GORHAM FIVE CENTS SAVINGS BANK.—GORHAM.
Incorporated la 18T2. Charter expires in 1892.
President—Warue^ Noyes.
Truxtees—'Warien Noyes, J. P. Evans, A. S. Twitchell, S. Gordon, F. A. Adams, T.
E. Fish.
T'rensurer—Rdfus F. Ingalls. Bond, .•i?25,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, Marcli 17, 1873. Sureties of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited with president for safe-kee))ing.
Annual compensation of treasurer, S2()0.






Loans secured on real estate $40,392.49
Loans on personal security 20,'265.81
Loans on collateral security 6,212.48
Miscellaneous investments 1,224.87
Cash on hand 1 ,346.92
§69,442.57
This bank paid 5 per cent, per annum until close of 1879. In 1880 the dividend was 414,
and 4 per cent, since ; and an extra dividend was made in 1878 of about 1 per cent, for
the time the bank had been doing business.
Total expense of institution for the last 12 months, exclusive of taxes, $245.75.
Amount of state tax paid in 1882, $528.74.
No other tax.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, .'5!4,450; as surety, $842.
Loans and investments are made by investment committee, who meet when required.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee of
trustees twice a year
Reports are published as required by law.
Number of depositors, 400; increase since last examination, 55; increase of deposits,
»19,867..i8.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 1.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parlies in the state, 231.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $3,039.69.
No bad, doubtful, or overdue paper.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
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GUARANTY SAVINGS BANK.—MANCHESTER.
Incorporated in 1879. Charter perjietual.
President—Jonx M. 1'arker.
Trustees—Toliu M. Parknr, David A. Parker, John P. Moore, James A. We.stou, Hi-
ram K. Slaytoii, Jolin Keiniard, N. P. Hunt, Alonzo Elliott, Bushrod W. Hill.
Tn'/ositrer—JAMES A. Weston. Treasurer's l)ond, ,550,000, copy of which is on file
in office of secretary of state. Date of bond, February 3, 1882. Sureties of bond able
to ri'spond. liond doiwsited with president for saf'e-keei)ing.
C/erk—V.DWiy H. Carpenter.
Annual compensation of treasurer, not flxed.
Annual compensation of clerk, .$600.
Officers have taken their official oath.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE GUARANTY SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS. Market Value.
Bank Commissioners^ Report. 51
HINSDALE SAVINGS BANK.—HINSDALE.
Incorporated in 1874. Charter perpetual.
President—C J. Amidon.
Vice-PresMent—'EiiyfAUD Stebbins.
Tni.itces—'S Richardson, G. W. Holland, George Wellnian, George S. Wilder, C. B.
Hopkins, Edward Hisliop, P. H. Amidoii, 0. S. Fay, H. F. Horton, D. W. Stearns, A.
B. Davis, O. H. Higgins.
Treasurer—GKOiUiK VVellmax. Bond, .SSajOOO, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, March, 1882. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited witli president for safe- keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $400.
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SCHEDULE OF BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE HINSDALE SAVINGS BANK
BONDS.
Bank Commissioners'' Report. 53
lOXA SAVINGS BANK.—TILTON.
Incorporated in 1S70. Charter perpetual.
President—A. S. Ballantyne.
Trustees—A. S. Ballantyne, G. Piper, B. F. Cofran, S. W. Davis, S. Dixon, E.Davis,
H. B. Savage, R. T. Noyes, Wni. T. Cass.
Treasurer—Wm. T. Cass. Treasurer's bond, S3').O00, copy of wliicli is on file in
office of secretary of state. Date of bond, March 1, 1881. Sureties of bond able to re-
spond. Bond deposited with president for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $~50.
Cleric—Akthvk T. Cass.
Officers have taken their official oath.






Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
County, city, town, and district bonds.
.
Railroad bonds
Deposited in Citizens National Bank...





























Dividends for the last five years, 5, 4, 4, 4, and 4 per cent. The last extra dividend was
declared ISIay, 1874. amounting to .$1,877,05, or 1 per cent, per annum.
Total expense 'iif institution for the last 12 months, exclusive of taxes, $837.94.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $2,488.73.
Indebtedness oL' trustees as surety, $6,000.
Loans and investments are made by the treasurer and finance committee, subject to
approval of the trustees, who meet monthly.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee
of examination chosen by the trustees twice a year.
Reports are published as required by law.
Number of ilepositors. 812; increase since last examination by bank commissioners, 33.
Amount actually paid to depositors the last 12 months, exclusive of dividends passed to
their credit and not paid out, $59,028.76.
Amount of bank's assets in Boston for safe-keeping, $34,000.
Number having deposits of over ,$2,000, 8.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 92.
Total amount of loans out of the state, ,§46, '2.50. 00,
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $16,000.
Bonds reji'i'tered, $5,000; not registered, .ifaO.OOO.
Total amount ot investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $28,000.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $11,495.00.
Doubtful paper, $1,712.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to the laws of New Hampshire.
Books of record well kept.
54 Bank Commissioners' Report.
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS OF THE lONA SAVINGS BANK.—TILTON.
BONDS. Market Value, Par Value. Value onBooks.
Railroad.
Boston, Concord & Montreal, 7s
Union Piicitic, Gs
Toledo, Delplios & Burlington, Dayton
div., Os
Oregon R. R. & Nav. Co., 6s
Massachusetts Central, Cs
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KEENE FIVE CENT SAVINGS BANK.—KEENE.
Incorporated in 18G8. Charter perpetual. •
President—C T. Buffum.
riec-frt'.s-jr/rti^s—Edwakd JosivYN, E. Boyden.
Tnts^ces—Francis A.Perry, George W. Ball, John Humphrey, Henrj' O. Cooliflge,
Clark F. Howell. Don H. Woodward, O. G. Bort, N. O. Hayward, Jolin Q. Jones, John
B. FisU, O. Spragne, E. Clark, F. K. Keyps, Hiram Blake, C. X. Chandler.
Treasurer—J . A. Litchfield. 'J'reasurer's bond, *1'2.'),0()0, copy of wliich is on file in
oflice 01 secretary ot state. Date of bond, Febuary 14, 18rf_'. .Sureties of bond are able
to res|iond. Bond deposited with president for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $1,500.
Officers have taken their official oatli.







Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
Loans to counties and towns
State bonds






Cash on deposit in national banks
Casli with investing agents















































Dividends semi-annual, June 30, 1882. 2 per cent , *26,196.
Total expense of institution for the last 12 months, exclusive of taxes and losses charg-
ed off, .•«I,821 18.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $13,340.45.
Amount of national tax paid for the last 12 months, 35290.59.
Amount of other taxes, ^329.23.
Indel)tedne>s of trustees as principal, $6,3.50 with unanimous consent
Loans and investments are made by comndttee of investment, who meet weekly.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee
of trustees semi-annually.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives no intert-st on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors, 5,491; increase since last examiTialion by bank commissioners,
271.
Number having deposits of over $2,00ii, 75.
Number of single loans of .$1,0011 or less to separate parties in the state, 309.
Total amount of loans, •*916,,532.98.
Total amount of Western mortgage loans, *579 607 01.
Tot.il amount of investments in stocks and bonds, $495,425.65.
Largest investment in stocks or b uids, .S39,800.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $12,000.
No interest unpaicl for over six months.
The funds ol the institution are invested agree.ably to the laws of New Hampshire.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
56 Bank Commissioners^ Report.
SCHEDULE OF THE BOND.S AND STOCKS OF THE KEEXE FIVE CENT
SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
Bwnk Commissioners^ Report. 57
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE KEENE FIVE CENT
SAVINGS HA^K.—Continued. «,




Nationiil Bank of Commorce, Boston...
" Republic, "
Kansas State
Mf reliants National, Kansas City, Mo.
.
Lancaster " Lancaster, N. H..
First National of Fort Scott, Kan
" Trinidad, Col
Railroad.
Pittsburgli, Fort Wayne & Chicago
Cliicago & Alton, preferred
Omaha & St. Paul, "
Atchison, Topeka & Santa F6
Miscellaneous.
Iowa Loan & Trust Co
American Murtgage and Investment Co
Manhattan Beach Improvement Co
Iowa Loan and Trust Co., debentures .
$10,62.5.00
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LACONIA SAVINGS BANK.—LACONIA.
Incorporated in 1831. Charter perpetual.
President—Kj^^kut: G. Folsom.
Trjis^ees—Daniel A. Tilton, Jamea S. Hoit, Ellery A. Hibbard, Ebeiiezer Stevens,
Almoii C. Leavitt, Samuel B. Smith, Noah L. True, W. L. Melcher.
Treasurer—WoovRViiY L. Melchek. Bond, .«6n.(iOO, copy of which is on file in
office of secretary of state. Date of bond, July 1, 187.3. Sureties of bond able to re-
spond. Bond deposited with president for safe-keeping.
C/e;-^-—Edmund Little.
Annual compensation of treasurer, .$1,200.
Annual compensation of clerk, .*600.






Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
U. S. bonds
State bonds






Deposited in Boston National Bank ....
" " Laconia " ....
















































Paid semi-annual dividends of 2 per cent, in 1882; 2 and 21/2 in 1880 and 1881; prior to
1880, 21/2 per cent, semi-annual. For seven years preceding 1874, the extra dividends
on all sums duo depositors were at the rate of 2 per cent, per annum.
Total expense of institution for the year, exclusive of taxes, .§2,026.85.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $6,577.05.
No national tax paid for the last year.
Amount of otiier taxes, .§309.14.
Indebtedness of trnstces ,as principal, .§6,433; as surety, §4,500.
Loans and investments are made Ijy A. G. Folsom, D. A. Tilton, and S. B. Smith, who
meet at call of treasurer.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by three mem-
bers of the corporation semi-annually.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives 3 per cent, interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors, 2,133; increase during the year, 101.
Number having depo.-its of over §2,000, 35.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 94.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $50,000, secured by
first mortgage on real estate.
No debts believed by the trustees to be bad or doubtful.
Amount of overdue paper in the bank, *307.o0.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Premium on stocks and bonds, §18,715.
Books of record well kept.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE LACONIA SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS.
60 Bank Commissioners'' Report.
SCHEDULE OF THE STOCKS OF THE LACONIA SAVINGS BANK.
Continued.
STOCKS. Market Value.
Bank Commissioners^ Report. 61
LAKE VILLAGE SAVINGS BANK.—LAKE VILLxVGE.
Incorporated in 1864. Charter expires in 1884.
President—Ol,\vf.k Goss.
rice-Presu/cH)!—Moses .Sargent.
Trustees—0\i\av Goss, Stt'plien B. Cole, Samuel C. Clark, George L. Sleeper, John
J. Morrill, Tlionias Ham, Moses Sargent, John J. Sanborn, John S. Crane, Joseph L.
Odell, Moses R. Elkiiis, Aloses Sargent, Jr., Julm Pickering Smith.
Treasnrer-'inouxs Ham. Bond, *30,000, copy of which is on file in office of .secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, April 1, 1876. Sureties of bonds are able to respond. Bond
deposited in Cole Manufacturing Co.'s safe for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, .§600.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE LAKE VILLAGE SAV-
INGS BANK
BONDS. Market Value, Par Value. Value on
books.
U S bonds
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LEBANON SAVINGS BANK.-LEBANON.
Incorporated in 1869. Charter expires in 1889.
President—W. S. Ela.
Vice-Pi-esi'ients—Solos A. Peck, Samuel Wood, 2d.
Tritsi'fes—William S. Ela, Daniel B. Emerson, Bradley True, Charles M. Hildreth,
Charles A. Dole, George Blodget, Solon A. Peck, Nathan B. Stearns, Richard W. Cra-
gin, Lewis C. Pattee, Samuel Wood, 2d, William Duncan, David W. iVIarston, Martin
V. PuriMort, and E. A. Kendrick.
Treasurer— K\>WAB.D A. Kendrick. Bond, .?55,000, copy of which is on file in oflBce
of secretary of state. Date of bond, June 2, 1881. Sureties of bond are believed to be-
able to respond. Bond deposited with president for safe-keeping.
Cierk—MARY E. Hall.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $1,500, and he pays the clerk.







Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secui-ed on real estate
Loans on personal security.
Loans on collateral security




Real estate acquired or held by foreclos
ure
Bank fixtures ..
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE LEBANON SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS. Market Value.
County, City, Town, and District
Town of Lebanon, 6s
Union School- District, Lebanon, 6s
Town of Newport, 6s
City of Manchester, Gs
City of Portsmouth, 6s




Central Iowa, Iowa, 7s
Sonora, Mexico, 7s
New York & New England, 7s
Connecticut & Passunipsic, Vt., 7s
New York, Susquehanna & NVestern, 6s..
Kansas City, Emporia & Southern, 7s.. .
.
Cowley, Sumner & Fort Smith, 7s
Bank Stock.
280 shares National Bank, Lebanon
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LITTLETON SAVINGS BANK.—LITTLETON.
Incorporated iu 18(>8. Charter expires in 1888.
President—G^oB,G^ A. Bingham.
Vice-President—\iK-sn\ L. Tilton.
Trustees—Ocorf[.e A. Bingham, Henry L. Tilton, John Farr, George B. Redington,
Eleazer H. Parker, Nt-lsoii C. Farr, Otis G. Halt;, Oscar C. Hatch, Hartwell H. South-
worth, Augustus A. Woolsou.
T/v-asitrcr—OscAK C. Hatch. Bond $55,000. copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, about December 1, 1882.
Clerk— K. W. Poou.
AnniiHl compensation of treasurer and clerk, .$1,800.






Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
L ans on collateral security




Deposit in National Bank, Commonwealth
Deposit in Littleton National Bank
Cash on hand


























Paid two semi-annual dividends of 2 per cent, each in 1881. Jan. 1, 1874, au extra div-
idend of 1^2 per cent, per annum has since been paid.
Total expense of institution for the last 12 months, exclusive of taxes, $2,239.38.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $5,343.92.
Amount of national tax paid for the last 12 months, .48.
No other taxes.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, $28,483.01 ; as surety, $43,474.64.
Loans and investments are made by George A. Bingham, Henry L. Tilton, and O. C.
Hatch, who meet every Monday.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by George Farr,
C. F. Eastman, and W. H. Bellows twice each year.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives 3 per cent, interest on its deposits in Boston.
Number of depositors, 2,028; increase since last examination, 270; increase of deposits,
$103,641.32.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 8.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 83.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, ,$12,000.
No <lebts believed by the trustees to be bad or doubtful.
Amount of overdue paper in the bank, interest on one note for a few months.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Premium on stocks and bonds, $0,430.
Books of record are well kept.
Average deposits in national bank for last twelve months, $11,783.85.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE LITTLETON SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS.
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LOAN AND TRUST SAVINGS BANK.—CONCORD.
Incorporated in 1872. Charter perpetual.
Presiifen^—Jonathan E. Sargent.
Tnixtees—J. K. Siiryeiit, J. S. Norri^, L. Downing, Jr.,L. D. Stevens, W. H. Allison,
J. F. .Jones, J. P. Pitman, Walt'r Haniiuan, Silas Curtis, F. Mnseley. H. A. Dodge,
H. J. Crippen, Geo. E. Tod.l. J. H Barron, J. H. Albin, Geo. A. Fernald.
Treasurer—George A. Ferxald. Bonils, .•ifl20,00(), copies of which are on file In
oflice of secretary of state. Date of bonds, April 29, 1878, January 1, 1881, and Decem-
ber 21, 1882. Sureties of bonds are able to respond. Bonds deposited with president
for safe-iipeping.
C/er/c—Fred S. Ladd.
Annual compensation of treasurer, f|!2,000.
Annual compensation of clerk, $3.50.
Exaiuiuatioii commenced December 6, 1882, by
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Average deposit in National State Capital Bank, Concord, about $7,600.
No b:id or doubtful debts.
Amount of overdue paper in thebaidc, $5,200.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Premium on investments, $31,930.80.
General character of loans good.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE LOAN AND TRUST
SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.




Iowa Loan and Trust Co., debentures, Cs









Colorado Springs, Col., 7s
Dubuque, la., 63
63
Des Moines, la., ".«
Denver Sewer \Vnrrants, Col., 10s
East St. Louis. 111., 10s
Greelny Tp., Kan., 10s
Grand Rapids, Mich., 8s
Greencastle. Ind., 8s
Jelfersonville, Ind., 8s
Jackson Co., Kan., 7s
Kinf;iuan Co.. Kan., 6s
Kankakee, 111., 83
Lake, HI., 7s
Leavenworth Co., Kan., 10s
Lyon Co., Kan., 7s
3Iaple Grove School Dist., la., 6*28. ...




Niles Water- Works, Mich., 7s ;
New Pliiladelpliia, O., SVaS
Ottumwrt, la., 6s
Peoria Co., Ill , 7s
Rock Island, III.. 6s
Raymond Tp., Kan., 10s






McPhersou School Dist., Kan., 63
Railroad.
Boston, Concord & Montreal, 7s
New York & New England, 7s.
.
Utah Central, 63
Minneapolis & St. Louis, 7s
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SCHEDULE OF STOCKS OF THE LOAN AND TRUST SAVINGS BANK.
STOCKS.
Bank Commissioners'' B.eport. 71
MANCHESTER SAVINGS BANK.—MANCHESTER.
Incorporated in 184C. Charter perpetual.
President—X>ASiis.L, Clakk.
Trustees— DiwiiX A. Bimton, Pliineas Adams, IJeiijamin F. Martin, Charles Wells,
Charles K. Balcli, C. F. Warren, Charles McOnffee, and Walter M. Parker.
Treasurer—'SatwAH PARKiiU. Treasurer's bond, .S;'25l),onn, copy of which is on file
in ofiice of secretary of state. Date of l)ond, January 26, 1883. Sureties of bond able
to resjiond. Bond deposited in vault of Manchester National Bank for safe-keeping.
C/e7-A-.s—William B. Steau>s, Freu H. Martin.
Annual compensation of treasurer, .'ii!3,500. Annual compensation of clerks, $3, .500.
OHicers have taken their official oaths.








Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on i-eal estate.
Loans on personal security
Loans o<\ collateral security
U. S. bonds
State bonds
















































Dividend July 1, 1882,4 per cent., $145,448.21.
Amount of state tax paid last year, .¥7,.5.?2.66. No national tax paid last year.
No indebtedness of trustees as principal, or as surety.
Loans and investments are made by committee of investment, who meet weekly.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee of
trustees senii-annnally.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives no interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors, 9,146; increase since last examination by bank commissioners,
538.
Number having deposits of over *2,000, 200.
Number of single loans of .$1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 50.
Total amount of loans, .$3,249,081.26.
Total amount of loans of VV^estern city mortgages, $247,800.
Total anmunt of investments in stocks and bonds, .$1,151,442.92.
Largest investment in stocks or bonds, $163,000.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $210,000.
No debts which the trustees believe to be doubtful.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Books of record well kept-
General character of loans good.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE MANCHESTER SAV-
INGS BANK.
BONDS.




Concord & Clareraont. 7s
Cliicago, Biirliiifrton & Quincy, 7s
Chicago, ]?uiliiigton & Qiiiucv, (Wis.
Valley), 4s \
Chicago, Milvvniikep & St. Paul, Gs
Boston & Lowell, Gs
01(1 Colony, Gs
Morris & Essex, 7s
Burliiigt n & Missouri River, 4s
Chicago Si West Michigan, 5s
Ogdenshnrg & Lake Champlaiii, 8s

















County, City, Totvx, and District
Hillsborough county, N. H., Gs
St. Louis City, Mo., Gs and 7s
Chicago City, 111., 7s
Cincinnati City, O., 7s ,
" " 7 .3-lOs ,
" " 7 -S-lOs.
Manchester City, N. H., 6s ,
St. Paul, Minn., Gs
,
Indianapolis, Ind., Gs




Boston, Concoid & Montreal,
Market Value
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE MANCHESTER SAV-
INGS liA^SK.— Co^^c/ude(l.
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MASON VILLAGE SAVINGS BANK.—GREENVILLE.
Incorporated in 1870. Charter expires in 1890.
Pre.iirlent—Samukl Hainks.
Vice-Prestflftifs—ls^iAH Wheeler, Merrill, C. Dodge, Amos Scripture,
Beniah H. Savage.
Trrtv/ces— Fraiikliii Mi'rriam, M. H. Hardy, S. Henry Bacon, C. E. Hall, George W.
H:ill,Tiioiu:is Hayes, George F. Merriaiu, John Kenney, Charles E. Marsh, M. L. Bar-
rett, F. P. Bacon. E. I) GegenhiMiner.
Treasurer—^1. H. Hardy. Bond, $2,500, copy of which is on tile in office of sec-
retary of state. Date of bond, June 30, 1^82. Sureties of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited with Sanuiel Haiii^s, president, for safe-keeping.
C/cr/;—Charlus F. Marshall.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $300. Annual compeusation of clerk paid by
the treasurer.






Market Value. Par value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate $17,8.50.00
Loans on personal security 6,675.60
Loans on collateral security 250.00
State bonds 1,167.50
County, city, town, and district bonds. ... 29,412.00
Railroad bonds 49,247.50
Bank stock 7,350.00
Miscellaneous investments, New Hamp-
shire F. I. Co 2,500.00
Deposited in Boston 1,567 07
























Always pai 1 2.| per cent, spmi-annually until July. 1882, when it was 2 per cent.
An extra divi(lend on all sums due depositors is made every five years; the last end
was declared January. 1880, auinuntin'j: to $1,209.61, or aboiit % per cent, per anaum.
Amount of state tax paid 1 .st year, $1,049.74.
Loans and investments are made by a committee of the trustees, who meet as occasion
requires.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by the examin-
ing committee twice a year.
Reports are published as" required by law.
This bank receives 3 per cent, interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors at close of business October 17. 1882, 438; increase during the
year, 35: increase of deposits during the year 1882, from March 10, $9,800.57.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending October 17, 18S2, 85. Number of
accounts closed during the same year, from .>Iarch 10, 50, being an increase of 35.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1882, from March 10, $25,992.48.
Amount pai(lto depositi>rs for the year 1882, $10,191 91.
Nnuiber of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 22.
Total amount of investments in stocks ami bonds in the state. $9,00i\
Total amount of investments in stocks and bon<ls out of the state, $79.6''i9.16.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $2,500.
No debts believed by the trustees to be bad or doubtful.
No overdue paper in the bank.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Books of record fairly kept.
General character of loans good.
Bank CoDimissioiifrs'' Report. 75
SCHEDULE OF THE STOCKS AND T.ONDS OF THE MASOX VILLAGE SAV-
INGS BANK.
STOCKS.
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MECHANICS' SAVINGS BANK.—MANCHESTER.
Incorporated in 1876. Charter perpetual.
President—Mv.y-RY E. Burnham.
Trustees—K. E. Bnrnhain, N. S. Bean, Joaiah Carpenter, George W. Dodge, F. P,
Crawturd, Stephen N. Bourne, Frank M. Gerrish.
Treasurei—Josiah Carpenter. Treasurer's bond, .?30,0i"0, copy of which is on file
in the ofiice of secretaryof state. Date of bond, January 19, 1882. Sureties of bond
are able to respond. Bond deposited with President for safe-lveeping.
C/e;-/;—Charlks E Bisco. Clerli has taken his official oath. Annual compensation
of clerk paid by treasurer.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OH" THK MECHANICS' SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS. Market Valufi. Par Value. Value onbooks.
U. S. 4 per cents
Railroad.
Fort Snott & Gulf, 7s
New York & New England Trust, 6s
Atliintie & PaciHc, (is
Mansfield it Franiingliani, 6s
New York & New Enjilaiid, 6s
Cliieago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, 7s .




Second National of Manchester
Pittsfield National
Miscellaneous.
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MECHANICS SAVINGS BANK.—NASHUA.
Incorporated in 1869. Reorganized in 1877.
President—Tnot.iKs P. Pierce.
Trustees—Thomas P. Pierce, Jeremiah W. White, Allen Wilson, John C. Lund,
Charles E. Wliitmarsh, Horace W. Gilinan, .Jolin D. Chandler, James H. Blake, C. V.
Dearborn, Wallace S. JacKraan, Charles B. Richardson, Kimball Webster, and Daniel
MarsliiiU.
Tri-asurer—jERBMiAH W. White. Bond, •1f35,000, copy of which is on file in office
of secretary of state. Date of bond, February 21, 1883. Sureties of bond are able to
respond. Bond deposited with C. V. Dearborn for safe-keeping.
Clerks—Fay ETTK S. Saugent, Jennie M. Prichard, and F. A. Eaton.
Annual compensation of treasurer, nothing; of clerk, $30o.





Temporary indebtedness to Second National Bank 1,100.00
$192,687.05
Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security.










































Paid regular annual dividend of 5 per cent, in 1882 on $115,092.
Total expense of institution for the year, exclusive of taxes, $671.04.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $1 312.93.
Amount of national tax paid for the year, $4.85.
Amount of other taxes, $62.32.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, S:?,400; as surety, $1,300.
Loans and investments are made by president, treasurer, and a committee of three
additional trustees, who meet monthly.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by a committee
of the trustees semi-annually each year.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives no interest on its deposits in other binks.
Number of depositors, 457 ; increase during the year, 76; increase of deposits during
the year, $48,851.48.
Number having deposits of over $2.000, 13.
Number of sinyle loans of $1,000 or le^^s to separate parties in the state, 54.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $13,000,
No debts which the trn.'itees believe to be doubtful.
Amount of overdue paper in the bank, $712.57.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Premium on stocks and bonds nearly all charged off.
Books of record very well kept.
General character of loans excellent.
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SCHEDUI.E OF THE STOCKS AND BONDS OF THE MECHANICS SAVINGS
BANK.
STOCKS.
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MEREDITH VILLAGE SAVINGS BANK.—MEREDITH VILLAGE.
Incorporated iu 1869. Charter expires in 1889.
President—J. W. Lang.
Trustees—John W. Beedee. S. W. Rollins, George G. Hoyt, J. W. Lang, E. Stevens,
E. Bickford, R. S. Kenison, C. P. St. Clair.
i^ Treasurer—Sesecx A. Ladd. Bond, *30,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, June 6, 1874. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond deposited with trustees for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $GOU.








Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security




Cash on deposit with First National
Bank, Boston

































January and July, 1882, semi-annual dividends of 21/2 per cent. each.
Total expense of institution for last twelve mouths, exclusive of taxes and losses
cliarged off, $855.74.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $2,017.16.
No other taxes.
No indebtedness of trustees as principal; as surety, S404 48, by unanimous consent.
Loans and investments are made by committee of trustees, who meet as occasion re-
quires.
Au examination of tlie books and securities of the institution is made by committee of
trustees semi-annually.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives 214 per cent, interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors at last examination of bank commissioners, 767; increase since,
57.
Number having deposits of over .$2,000, 11.
Number of single loans of .^I.OOO or less to separate parties in the state, 25.
Total amount of lo.ins, $218,629.65.
Total amount of Western mortgage farm loans, .$203,229.58.
Total amount of investments iu stocks and bonds, $15,631.66.
Largest investment in stocks or bonds, .$4,000.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $4,500.
No debts which the trustees believe to be doubtful.
No interest overdue.
The funds of the institntion are invested agreeably to law.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE MEREDITH VILLAGE
SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
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MERRIMACK COUNTY SAVINGS BANK.—CONCORD.
Incorporated in 1867. Charter expires iu 1887.
President—LrvyiAif D. Stevens.
Vice-President—Wu. M. Chase.
Trustees—L,. D. Stevens, Wiu. M. Chase, John Kimball, John M. Hill, Woodbridge
Odlin, Geo. A. Cummin^s, Moses T. Willard, Geo. W. Crockett, Daniel Holdeu, Isaac
A. Hill, L. A. Smith, L. H. Carroll, James L. Mason.
Treasurer—JOHi^ Kimball. Bond, $100,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, June 30, 1870. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond deposited with president for safe-keeping.
Clerk—Fravk P. Andrews.
Annual compensation of treasurer, S>2,000.
Annual compensation of clerk paid by treasurer.
Officers have taken their official oath.







Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security








































Dividend of 4 per cent., October, 1882.
Total expense of institution for the year ending October 1, 1882, exclusive of taxes,
$2,871.57.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $6,105.42.
Amount of national tax paid for the last 12months, $16.08.
Amount of other taxes, .$23.25.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, $2,050; as surety, $15,000, with unanimous con-
sent.
Loans and investments are made by committee of trustees, who meet as occasion re-
quires.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee of
trustees twice each year.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives 3 per cent, interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors, 1,894; increase since last examination by bank commissioners,
169.
Number having deposits of over $2,000,22.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties iu the state, 83.
Total amount of loans, $318,597.20.
Total amount of Wesrern mortgage loans, $119,837.40.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds, $396,600.
Largest investment in stocks or bonds', .$30,000.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $10,000.
No debts which the trustees believe to be doubtful
Amount of interest overdue for over six months, .$1,400; $1,000 in suit.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
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SCHEDULE OF BOXDS AND STOCKS OF THE MERRIMACK COUNTY
SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value onBooks.
County, City, Town, and District.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AXD STOCKS OF THE MERRIMACK COUNTY
SAVINGS BANK.
STOCKS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
3IISCELLANEOUS.
Quincy R. R. Bridge Co
Iowa Loan and Trust Co., debentures
" " " stock
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MERRIMACK RIVER SAVINGS BANK.—MANCHESTER.
Incorporated in ISoS. Charter expires in 1898.
PresJr/cJiY—Waterma x Smith.
Vice-Prexidents—V. V>. Eaton, Joskph li. Clakk.
7'/ H*7('('.s—Frederick Smyth, Waterman Smith, N:itt Head. John B. Clarke, John L.
Kelley, Janus M. Varnum, Thomas Wheat, M. V. B. Kdjjerly, Charles H. Bartlett,
Joseph F. Kennard, Freeman Hisigins, Henry Sanderson, William Crane, F. B. Eaton,
Frank Dowst, David Cross, G. 1\ Wliitmau, A, C. Heath, John Porter, C. F. Morrill.
y/-c'rtsi(?-er—Frkderick Smyth. Treasurer's bond, S100,000, copy of which is on
file in the office of the secretary of state. Dateof bond, September 21, 1869. Sureties
of bond are able to respond. Bond dejiosited with president for safe-keeping.
C/trA-.s—Charles F. Morrill, John P. Goggiu.
Annual compensation of treasurer, 4,000.
Annual compensaiion of elrrks paid by the treasurer.
Officers have taken their dUicial oath.









STOCKS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security






Cash deposit with Tower, Giddings & Co.



































Dividends October 1, 1882, 410 per cent.,—$69,989.37.
Total expense of institution tor the last twelve months, exclusive of taxes, $4,610.85.
Amount of state tax paid last year, .$16,076.05.
Amount of national tax paid for the last 12 months, $424.26.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, $50,217.27; as surety, none.
Loans and investments are made by the treasurer and investing committee, who meet
as f'ccasii'ii refjuires.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee of
trustees semi-annually.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives no interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors, 4,0.50; decrease since last examination by bank commissioners, 3.
Amount of bank's iissets in Boston for safe-keeping, $1,118,500.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 90.
Number of single loans of .81,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 18.
Total ammint of loans, .$477,757.74.
Total amount of western farm mortgage loans, $192,607.29.
Total investments in stocks and bonds, $1,331,120.05.
Largest investment in stocks or bonds, .$296,000.
Largest amount loaned to any indivi<lual, corporation, or company, $44,-500.
Amount of debts which the trustees believe to be doubtful, none.
Amount of interest imjiaid for over six months, $2,543.
The funds of the iTwtitution are invested agreeably to the laws of New Hampshire.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BOXD.S AND .STOCKS OF THE MERRIMACK RIVER
SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
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MILFORD FIVE CENT SAVINGS INSTITUTION.—MILFORD.
Incorporated in 1859. Charter expires in 1899.
President—D^-a-YVM H. Burniiam.
Vice-PresMents—'SViii. M. Knowlton, H. S. Gilson.
T/M.s^ee.s-—William Ramsdcll, Clinton S. Averill, John Marvell, John E. Bruce, R. R.
Harrison, Wni. M. Knowlton, H. S. (iilson, Dexter S. Burnham, E. C. Batchelder, S.
B. Emerson, R. M. Walhice, ,Tohn Hadlock, George E. Clark.
Treasurer—Clixton S. Avkkill. Bond, .§50,GOO, copy of whicli is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, Augnst 21, 1882. Sureties of bond are believed to be
able to respond. Bond deposited witli the president for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $1,200.








Market Valne. Par Value. •Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on collateral security
U. S. bonds, 4ii per. cent, funded loan
of 1S91 ;:






Burlington Steam Supply Co
City water-works, Omaha


















































Paid 2'/2 per cent, semi-annual dividends always, but no extra dividends since 1869.
Amount of state tax paid last year, 3f5,305.01.
Amount of national tax paid for last year, $64.13.
Amount of other taxes, S216.3o.
No indebtedness of trustees as principal or as surety.
Loans and investments are made by 1). S. Burnham, C. S. Averill, John Marvell, Wm.
51. Knowlton, H. S. Gilson, who meet weekly.
The hooks and securities of the institution were examined twice during the last 12
months by William Ramsdell, .John E. Bruce, and R. W. 'Wallace, wlio made a care-
ful examination not only of tlie securities, but of the deposit accounts.
Reports are published as required by law.
This hank receives no interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors, 1,904; increase since last examination, 65; increase of deposits
last months, S?.36,I68.95.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 45.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 81.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $5,000.
All the notes believed to be good.
Very little overdue paper.
Bank Commissioners^ Report.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Books of record well kept.
The interest on local loans is collected each 6 months in advance.
In report for 1882 there was an accidental error relating to the dividends paid by this
bank.
The value upon the books of the assets of this bank is the par value.
No loans upon personal security.
Bank Commissioners'' Report. 89
SCHEDULE OF THE I50\DS AND STOCKS OF THE MILFORD FIVE CENT
SAVINGS INSTITUTION.




Ogdensburg & L. C .. Cs
Boston, Concord & Montreal, 7s
Michigan Central, 8s
Ko. Missouri, Ts
City, County, To'wn, and District.
Montgomery Co., 111., Gs
Chester city, HI.. 7s
Moultrie Co., 111., 10s
City of Keokuk. la., 6s
Town of Milford, N. H., (is
City of Quiucy, 111., Os
" Ev;insville, Ind., 7s
" Dubuque, la., 6s
County of Lee, la., Gs
Adams. 111., Gs
City of Warsaw, 111., 6s
" Muscatine, la., Gs
Reno Co., Kan., 10s
County of Montgomery, Kan., 7s
Dublin township, O.. <^s
Riley " O., Gs
Hanover " Kan., 7s
Montgomery Co., Kan., Gs
Rush " " Cs
School-District No. 33, Lyons County
Kan., Gs
School-District No. 20, McPhersons Co.
Kan., (Is
City of Davenport, la., Gs
School -District No 5, Montgomery Co.
Kan., 6s
City of Cherryvale, Kan., 7s
Town of Portland, Ind., 8s
Summit township, Kan., 7s
School-District No. 2, Lake County, Col.
8s
LeRoy township, Kan., lis




Independent School-District of Duluth
Cs
Township of Greenfield, 111., 8s





























































































































90 Bank Commissioners' Report.
SCHEDULE OF THE STOCKS OF THE MILFORD FIVE CENT SAVINGS
INSTITUTION.— Core^tntterf.
STOCKS.
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MONADNOCK SAVINGS BANK.—EAST JAFFREY.
Incorporated in 1869. Charter perpetual.
PresUlpnf—OfiC\v. H. Bradley.
Vice-l'resliJentx—WK'S.I.KlSMJi PtERCE, .J.\.MES S. TjACY.
ynf.s/ccs-—Oscar II. Bradley, Benjamin Pierce, James S. Lacy. George A. Unrler-
wooil, Jdliii B. .Shedil, .)os. T." Bigelow, Dexter Derby, Calvin B. Perry, John H. Fox,
Alfred Sawyer, Dorostus P. Emory, Julius Cutter, Kusscll H. Kittrerlge.
Treasurer—Petkr Upton. BiJnd .?40,000, copy of which is on file in the office of
the secretary of state. Additional bond iSS.OOO, dated March 24, 1883, to be filed as
above. Sureties of bond are able to respond. Bond deposited with the president for
safe-keeping.
Clerk— H. JM. Rich. Annual compensation of clerk paid by treasurer and National
Bank.
Animal compensation of treasurer, $1,100.
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SCHEDULE OF THE STOCKS AND BONDS OF THE MONADNOCK SAVIVOS
BANK.
STOCKS. Market Value. Value on
books.
Bank.
13 shares Keene National
10 " " "
10 shares Cheshire National
2 " " "
20 shares Kansas State
10 shares Connecticut lliver National
3 shares Peterborough National




Boston, Concord & Montreal, Cs..
Toledo, Delphos & Burlington, 7s.
6s.
Kansas Pacifio, 6s
Boston, Barre & Gardner, 5s
Oregon Iinprovement Co , 6s. ...
.
New England Car Trust, 6s
Oregon Railway & Navigation Co.
Cheshire, 6s
Fitchbnrg, 6s ,
Pullman Palace Car Co., 7s
CiTV AND Town.
Town of Gerry, N. Y., 7s
Charlotte, N. Y., 7s
Hunti)]gton, Ind., 10s
Chicago River Improvement, 111., 7
Clinton Water-Works, Iowa, 7s. ..
Bay Cily, Mich , 8s
Kansas Citv, Mo., Ss
City of Portland, Ind., 8s
Towanda Water-Works, Penn., 6s.
Renovo, Penn., 8s
City of Pomeroy, O., Ss
Litchfield, 111., 10s
Ottumwn , Iowa, 6s
Big Bend Township, Kan., Ss
City of I'olc'io, O., Education, 6s. ..
Peoria, 111 , 7s
Marietta, O., 8s
St. Paul, Minn., 7s
Middletown, O., 8s










Rock Island, 111., 8s
Washingt n, Ind., Ss
Indianai)olis, Ind., 6s
Jacksonville, III., 6s
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NASHUA SAVINGS BANK.—NASHUA.
Incorporated in 1854. Charter perpetual.
Pre.siV7cn<—W.M. II. Bailey.
T/-i(.s7('('s—Edward Spalding. A. G. Reed, Win. H. Bailey, Parley Dodge, C. H.
Canipbfll, Virgil C. Gilinan, Gilinan C. Sliattiick, James L. Pierce, J. W. Howard.
Trciisnrer—VlRGll. C- GlLJIAX. Bond, .$150,(100, copy of wliich isjon file in oflJce
of secretary of state. Date of bond, July 1, 1882. Sureties of bond are believed to be
able to respond. Bond deposited with Edward A. Spalding for safe-keepiug.
Clerks—Geo. F. Andrews, Martha M. Woodsian.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $4,500.
Clerks are paid by treasurer.
Exanduation February 12 to 23, 1883. by






Market Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE NASHUA SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value Value on
books.
U. S. bonds, 41/23
County, City, Town, and District.
Moutgomery Co., la., 7s
City of Council Bluffs, la., 8s
" Burlington, " 8s
" Muscatine, " 6s
Sti-awberry Pt., school-district, la., 6s. .
.
Miles, " "6s...
Delta, " " 6s...
Osceola, " " 5%s.
City of West Chicago Park, Ills., Ts
" East Saginaw, Mich., 8s
" Muskegon, " 8s
" Saginaw, " 8s
Jersey Ciiy, N. J., 7s
County of Kingman, Kan., 6s
•' Leavenworth" 6s
City of Owego, 6s
Kansas City, Mo., 8s
County of Lake, Col , 10s
" Pratt, Kan., 8s
City of Gardner, Mass., 6s
" Moreiiead, Minn., 7s
" Fargo, Dak.. 7s
New Eiig. M. S. Co., Mass., 7s
Pullman P. Car Co., 7s
Burlington Steam S. Co., 7s
Sadolia Gas Co., 6s
City Elevator Co., Tex., 7s
Oregon Imp. Co., 6s
Omaha Water Co., Neb., 6s
Knoxville " Tenn., 6s
Clay Co., Minn , 7s
Lee ' la., 6s
Logansport, Ind., 8s
Sanduskv, O., 7s







Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, 7s.
Jackson. Lansing & S., 8s
Omaha & So. W., 8s
Cincinnati & Northern
" " Indiana, 7s
Morris & Essex, 7s
Holley, Wayne & Monroe, 8s
Nashua & Lowell, 6s




Minneapolis & DuUUh, 7s
Ogdeusburgh & L. C, Ss
Western R. R. of Minn., 7s
Oregon R. R. & N. Co., 6s
Terre Haute & South Eastern, 7s..,
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE NASHUA SAVINGS
BAIfiK.— Continued.
RAILROAD BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Chicago, M. & St. Paul, 7s
Dubuque & Dakota, 68
Port Roval & Augusta, 6s
Ohio & W. Va., 7s
Toledo, l)t-li)hos & Burlington, 63.
Danville i<; Oliio, 7s
Toledo, Del. & B., equip., 6s
Brunswick & Cliil , 4s, 6s, and 8s.
.
Marquett & Houghton, 6s
Toledo, Cin. & St. Louis, Gs
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, 4s
Toledo, D. & B., S. E. Div., 6s....
" " income
" Cin. & St. L., income
" " debentures









Toledo, Del. & B. Trust
Danville, Olnev & Ohio
Railroad.
Philadelphia, Wil. & Bait
Chicago & Alton




Detroit, Hillsdale & So. W
Conn. River
Atchison, Topeka & Santa F^
Danville, Olney & Ohio River
Toledo, Del. & B
" Cinu. & St. Louis





Nat. Bank of the Republic, New York.
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SCHEDULE OF THE STOCKS OF THE NASHUA SAVINGS BANK.
Concluded.
STOCKS. Market Value. Par Value. Value oa
books.








Clark Co., Osceola city
Sioux, Sioux City
Des Moines, Des Moines
Miami Co. , Kan
State. "
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NEW HAMPSHIRE SAVINGS BANK.-CONCORD.
Incorporated in 1830. Charter perpetual.
President— 9<AmvT.i^ S. Kimball.
Trustees—Jos,p\>\\ B. Walker, Seth Eastman, Moses H. Bradley, Sylvester Dana,
John Abbott, J. H. George, M. R. Holt, Enoch Gerrish, Charles T. Page, J. P. Ban-
croft, S. S. Kimball, Francis A. Fiske, J. H. Stewart, G. H. Marston, P. B. Cogswell,
Oliver FilUbury, W. G. Carter, J. C. Thorn.
T'rcasMrcr—William P. Fiske. Bond, $120,000, copy of which is on file in office
of secretary of state. Date of bond, July 25, 1882. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond deposited witli president for safe-lveepiiig.
C/cri—William R. Walker.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $1,800. Annual compensation of clerk, $1,200.








Market Value. Par Value, Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
U. S. bonds
State bonds







Cash on deposit with First Na'l Bank,
Boston
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SCHEDULK OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE NEW HAMPSHIRE
SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS. Market Value.
Bank Commissioners^ Report. 99
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AKD STOCKS OF THE NEW HAMPSHIRE
SAVINGS ^KHm.—Concluded.
BONDS. Market Value.
100 Bank Commissioners' Report.
NEW HAMPSHIRE BANKING COMPANY.—NASHUA.
Incorporated in 1879. Cbarter perpetual.
Pi-esident—'H.mAn F. Morrill.
Trusteex—Hiram F.' Morrill, Solomon Spalding, Edward Hardy, Albert A. Rotch,
Webster P Hussey, George W. Davis, Charles H. Nutt, Archibald H. Dunlap, David
O. Smith, Eugene F Whitney.
Treasurer—John G. Kimball. Treasurer's bonds, .$55,000, copies of which are on
file in office of secretary of ."tate. Date of bonds. May 1, 1880, May 15, 1882. Sureties
of bonds able to respond. Bonds deposited with president for safe-keeping.
C7«r^•—William A. Farley.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $1,200.
Annual compensation of clerk paid by treasurer.
Officers have taken their official oaths.








Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security





Cash on deposit in national bank
Ciish in hands of investing agents
Premium account
Real estate acquired























































Dividends May 1, 1882, 5 per cent., $15,792.04.
Total expense of institution for the last 12 months, exclusive of taxes, .$2,498.42.
Amount of state tax paid in 1882, ^4, 803.31.
Amount of national tax paid for the last 12 months, $347.04.
Loans and investments are made by executive committee, who meet twice each week.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee of
trustees semi-annually.
Rejjorts are published as required by law.
Tliis bank receives 3 per cent, interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors, 932; increase since last examination by bank commissioners, 118.
Number having deposits of over $2,oo0, 34.
Number of single loans of $!,< 00 or less to separate parties in the state, 60.
Total amount of loans, .$385,290.93.
Total amount of Western real estate loans, $289,406.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds, $133,843.75.
Largest investment in stocks or bonds, $5,800.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $9,000.
Amount of debts which the trustees lielieve to be doubtful, *1,162.
Amount of interest unpaid for over six months, S7,200.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to the laws of New Hampshire.
Books of recoril well kept.
General character of loans good.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE NEW HAMPSHIRE
BANKING COMPANY.
BONDS. Market Value, Par Value. Value on
Books.
Miscellaneous.
Burlington Steam Supply Co., 7s.
Oregon Improvement Co., 6a
City of Joliet water-works, 6s
County, City, Town, and District.
School-district No. 40, Moody and Lal<e
counties, Dak., 10s
Scliool-district No. 124, Otter-Tail county,
Minn., 10s
Scliool-district No. 66, Todd county,
Minn., 10s
School-district No. 48, Dodge county,
Minn., IDs ".
.
School-district No. 3, Kittson county,
Minn., 10s
Idaho Springs water bond. Col., 8s
School-district No. 32, Howard county,
Neb., 7s ,
School-district No. 39, Buffalo county,
Neb. , 7s ,
Independent scliool-district, Harden co.,
Iowa, 7s
Red Oak Junction w.ater bond, Iowa, 5s.,
City of Moorhead, Minn., 7s
School-district No. 12, Wilkin county,
Minn., 8s .
School-district No. 21, Sherburne county,
Minn. . Ss
Schnol-district No. 9, Chaffee county.
Col , 10s
Village of New Philadelphia, O, 63
School-district of Grand Island, Hall
county, Neb., 6s
City of Fargo, Dak., 7s
School-district No- 22, Ramsey county,
Minn., 7s
Scliool-districts Nos. 9 and 10, Big Stone
county. Minn., 7s
County of Lake, Col., 8s
Schnol-district No. 13, Polk co, Minn., 7s.
City of Giirard, Kan., 7s
School-district No. 17, Cass co., Dak., 8s. .
.
City of Wichita improvement, Kan., 10s.
Railroad
Peterborough, Os
Nashua & Lowell, 6s
Cincinnati Northern, Os...
Minneapolis & St. Louis, 7
STOCKS.
Bank.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE NEW HAMPSHIRE
BANKING COMPANY.— Cojtc^wrferf.
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NEAV IPSWICH SAVINGS BANK.—NEW IPSWICH.
Incorporated in 1849. Charter perpetual.
President—Wl'i.XAKM W. Johnson.
Tnisteeii—Williiini W. John.^oii, Goorge Whiting, William A. Preston, Henry O.
Preston. Kphraini V. Fox, Frank W. Preston, George W. Wheeler, 2d, Frederick Jones,
Edward O Mnrshall.
Trensure.r—YUASK. W. Preston. Bond, $30,000, copy ofwhich is on file in office of
spcrptary of state. Date of bond, jXpril 19.1875. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond depi sited witli president for safe-keeping.
Secretary is sworn.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $300.




Guaranty fund 2,2i 0.00
IjiV.' ,699.81
Market "Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on per.soiial security
Loans on collateral security
Railroad bonds—C. B. & Q. R. R., 43
N. Y. &N. E.,6s
Chicago, Milwaukee &
St. Paul, 6s
Kansas City, Emp. & So. 7s
Chattel mortgages
Real estate
Real estate acquired or held by foreclos-
ure






































Paid an annual dividend of 4 per cent, in 1881.
Total expense of institution for the year, exclusive of taxes, $400.
Amount of State tax paid last year, *539.73.
No national tax paid for the year.
Amount of other tax, .1160.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, .S23; as surety, nothing.
Loans and investments are made by William W. Johnson, Henry O. Preston, and Geo.
Wliitney, who meet as often as required.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by the same
committee the 3d Wednesday of January each year.
Reports are not published as required by law.
This bank receives no interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors at last examination, 210; decrease during the year, 15; increase
of deposits, .§805.03.
None having deposit of over .S2,000.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $6,2S3.
No debts which the trustees believe to be doubtful.
No overdue paper in tbe bank.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
General character of loans good.
The trustees and iheir families have deposits in this bank to the amount of $23,000.
This bank owns a building and lot in tlie state of New York, which cost the bank
some ten thousand dollars, but as the property cannot be sold or rented it has been
charged off to profit and loss and is not reckoned among the assets.
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NEWMARKET SAVINGS BANK.—NEWMARKET.
Incorporated in 1832. Charter perpetual.
President—^. B. Treadwell.
Trustees—"S. B.Treadwell, B. F. Haley, John F. Chapman, Benj. Mathes, Jr., A. L.
Mellows, Lewis F. Hansan, Addison D. Wiggin, T. M. Joy, S. A. Haley.
Treasurer—S. A. Halev. ISond, .§2.5,000, copy of which is on file in oflice of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, March 6, 1882. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with president.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $400.






Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
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NEWPORT SAVINGS BANK.—NEWPORT.
Incorporated in 1868. Charter expires in 1888.
Prmffe«*—Henry G. Carleton.
Vice-Presicle7it—Isaac A. Reed.
Trustees—Henry G. Carleton, Worthen Hall, Isaac A. Reed, Calvin Wilcox, Fred W.
Lewis, Albert S. Wait, John P. Knovvlton, Dexter Richards, Edmund Wheeler, Mat-
thew ilarvpy, Lyman Rounsevel, Hiraau A. Averill, Francis Boardnian, Frank A.
Rawson, Eleazer C. Converse.
Trcnstcrer—Fred W. Lewi.s. Treasurer's bond, ,?65,000, copy of which is on file in
ofBce of secretary of state. Date of bond, April 4, 1883. Sureties of bond are able to
respond. Bond deposited with president for safe-lceeping.
Clerk—Fred W. Richards.
Annual compensation of treasurer, ,?1,500.
Annual compensation of clerk paid by treasurer.
Officers have taken their ofhcial oath.
Examination March 16 to 21, 1883, by J. D. Lyman.
STATEMENT.
Due depositors §388,095 96
Surplus 2,207.49
Guaranty fund 17,000 00
$407,303.45
Market Value, Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
State bonds





Real estate acquired or held by foreclos-
ure



































Four dividends for the last five years, 2i^ per cent, each, and 6 dividends of 2 per cent
each.
Total expense of institution for last 12 months, exclusive of taxes, §1,883.42.
Amount of stale tax paid last year, §3,565.50.
Amount of national taxpaiil for the last 12 months, $21.09.
Amount of other taxes, ,'^14.63.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, §16,3 collaterals; as surety, $1,700.
Loans and investments are made by loaning committee, who meet when required.
An exannnation of the books and securities of the institution is made by a board of
auditors twice a year.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives no interest on its deposits in otlier banks.
Average amount of deposits in other hanks for last 12 months, $6,000 to .§8,000.
Number of depositors, 1,482; increase since last examination of commissioners, 52.
Number having deposits of over §2,000, 11.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $20,000
No debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful.
Number and amount of notes with interest unpaid for over 6 months, 12,—$12,000.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Books of records well kept.
General character of loans believed to be good.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE NEWPORT SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS.
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NORWAY PLAINS SAVINGS BANK.—ROCHESTER.
Incorporated in 1851. Charter perpetual.
President—.fonii MoDuffee.
jPrHx/tcs—John McDuffee, Charles Greenfield, I. W. Lougee, J. Earrington, J. H.
Edgerly, D. Hanson, N. Burnhani.
Tira'sanr—M. M. Plumek. Treasurer's bond, *50,000, copy of which is on file in
office of .secretary ot' state. Date of bond, December 3, 1880. Sureties of bond able
to respond. Bond deposited with president for safe-lieeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, SI, 100.
Clerk—Y. H. Johnson.
Clerk paid by treasurer.
Clerk has taken oiticial oath.







Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
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SCHEDULE OF BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE NORWAY PLAIX.S SAVINGS
BANK
BONDS. ! Market Value.
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OSSIPEE VALLEY SAVINGS BANK.—FREEDOM.
Incorporated in 1808. Charter perpetual.
President—JoBiKM Thurston.
rice-f7est(/e7i<—RANSF.LKAK TOWLE.
Trustees—John Parsons. John Denieritt, Stephen J. Kenerson, Jacob Manson, Irving
Towle, George I. Philbrick, A. D. Merrow, \Vm. Furbush, Edwin Towle.
Treasurer—Elias I. Towle. Bond, .S'iS.OOO, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, Dec. 28, 1881. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with presi<lent for safe-keeping.
Asst. Treasurer—Geougk I. Philbkick.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $300.







Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
Bank stock ( Lake National Bank)
































Semi-annual dividend October, 1881, April, 1882, two per cent. each.
Total expense of institution for last 12 months, exclusive of taxes and losses charged
off, $365.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $813.31.
No other taxes.
No indebtedii^'ss of trustees as principal; as surety, .$3,150, with unanimous consent.
Loans and investments are made by the treasurer with ailvice and consent of trustees.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee
of trustees semi-annually.
Reports are published as required by law.
This batik receives no interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors at last examination by bank commissioners, 300 ; increase since, 21.
No deposits of over $2,0u0.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or loss to separate parties in the state, 145.
Total amount of loans, $94,767.17.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds, .Jl,300.
Largest investment in stocks or bonds, .$1,300.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $5,500.
No debts which the trustees believe to be doubtiul.
Amount of interest overdue, $11,000, which consists of county and town notes, and
notes of administered estates.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
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PENACOOK SAVINGS BANK.—FISHERVILLE.
Incorporated in 1869. Charter expires in 1889.
President—Isaac K. Gage.
Vice- Prestrlenf—Jons S. Brown.
Trustees—William H. Allen, Nehemiah Butler, Isaac K. Gage, John C. Linehan,
Charles E. Foote, T. O. Wil-ion, .Tolin S. Brown, Charles H. Anisden, N. S. Giile. John
A. Coburn, Charles M. Rolfe, Abial W. Rolfe, Rufus U. Scales, and John E. Riiies.
TrertftMrer—Samuel F. Brown. Treasuier's bond, $W,000, copy of vvliicli is on tile
in office of secretary of state. Date of bond, March 21, 1881. Sureties of bond are able
to respond. Bond deposited with the president for safe-keeping. Annual compensa-
tion of treasurer, .fGOO.
Clerk has taken official oath.










Market Value. Par Value. Value
on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security





Cash deposit with C. H. Vennor & Co.,
52 Devonshire street, Boston
Real estate by foreclosure






































STATEMENT RELATING TO CUT-DOWN.
Amount of cut-down $85,723.00
$85,723.00
Market Value.
Assets on hand to pay up cut-
down $34,081.25
Amount of cut-down restored.. . 42,861.60
Deficiency 8,780.25
$85,723.00
Bayik Commissioners^ Report. Ill
PKN.\COOK SAVINGS BANK.—FISHERVILLE.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE PENACOOK SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS.
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PEOPLE'S SAVINGS BANK.—MANCHESTER.
Incorporated in 1873. Charter perpetual.
President—V^.'R.sofi C. Cheney.
Triisfeis—P. C. Cheney, Mootly (-'urrier, C. H. Bartlett, E. M. ToplifE, A. W. Quint,
H. M. Putney, A. P. Olzendani, Edson Hill, G. VV. Riddle, G. 15. Chandler.
Treasurer—G. Byron Chandler. Treasurer's bond, .^50,000, copy of which is on file
in offiee of secretary of state. Date of bond, SeiiteniVnr 15, 1874. Sureties of bond are
able to respond. Bond deposited with the president for safe-keeping.
C/erk—ED\VAnv> M. Brooks.
Annual compensation of clerk paid by treasurer.
Officers have taken their official oatli.
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PETERBOROUGH SAVINGS BAXK.—PETERBOROUGH.
Incorporated in 1859. Charter perpetual.
Preskfewi—James Scott.
Tru<t' cs—James Seott, F. Livingston, T). B. Cntter, Norton Hunt, Thomas Little,
A. A. Fariisvvorth, C. H Brooks, Isaac Hadley, Geo. W. Farrar, W. D. Chase, AV. G.
Livingston, M L. Mnrri<on.
Treasurer—M. L. Morrison. Treasurer's bond, S75,000, copy of which is on file in
office of sei-rptary of state. Date of bond, April 8, 1873. Sureties of bond able to re-
spoiiil. Bond deposited with president for safe-keeping.
C/ecfc—Xellie F. Cum.mings.
Annual compensation of treasurer, ijiljOOO.
Compensation of clerk, $1 per day for time employed.
The secretary (clerk) is sworn.
Examination Oct. 19 and 20, 1882, by J. D. Lyman and Chas. H. Brooks, Trustee.
STATEMENT.




Market Value, Par Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on jiersonal security
Loans on collateral security
State bonds







Real estate acquired or held by foreclos-
ure
Banli fixtures











































Never paid less than 214 per cent, dividend each six months till January, 1880, and
have paid 2 per cent, each six mom lis since.
Aninunt of state tax paid last year, $5,501.97.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending October, 1882, $57.12.
Amount of other taxes, *30S.34.
No indi-btedness of trustees as principal or surety.
Loans and investments are made by a committee of the trustees, who meet on Monday of
each week.
An examin.ition of the books and securities of the institution is made by auditors
twice a year, and by committee of trustees twice with the auditors, and twice beside,
and when the auditors make their e,Kaminalion the individual deposits are taken off
and footed.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives no interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors at last examination by commissioners, 1,862; decrease, 23; in-
crease of deposits, $71.49.
Number having deposits of over .¥2,000, 20.
Number nf single loans of *1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 168.
Largest amount loaned to any imlividnal, corporation, or company, *15,000.
No debts believed by the trustees to be bad, but there may be a loss of lour or five thou-
sand dollars on the lo.ins.
Amount of overdue pai)pr in the bank, S?2,670.56.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Premium on stocks and bonds, $30,744.17.
Books of record very well kept.
General character of loans good.
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SCHEDULE OF THE liONDS AND STOCKS OF THE PETERBOROUGH SAV-
INGS BANK.
BONDS.
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PISCATAQUA SAVINGS BANK.—PORTSMOUTH.
Incorporated in 1877. Charter perpetual.
Trustees— F^. P. Kimball, W. L. Dwiglit, John H. Broughton, Robert C. Peirce, J.
W. F. Hobbs, E. C. Spinney. E. B. Philbrick, J. Albert AValker, J. H. Hutchinson, A.
F. Howard, H. A. Yeaton.
T/vrts«rer—Robert C. Peirce Bond, $35,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, March IG, 18S1. Sureties of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited with presiileut of First National Bank, Portsmouth, for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, not tixed.




Guaranty fund 2,50 i.OO
$302,035.97
Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security


































Paid two semi-annual dividends of 2 per cent, each in 1882, on January and July.
Total expense of institution for the year, exclusive of taxes, §1,053.47, including amt.
paid treasurer for past lour years' services.
Amount of tate tax paid last year, §2,710.26.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, ^4,000.
Loans and investments are made by investment committee, who meet as occasion re-
quires.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee
of trustees twice each year.
Reports are published as required by law.
Number of depositors at time of examination, 877; increase during the year, 46; in-
crease of deposits since last examination, §;?7,290..58.
Number of accounts opened since last examination, 224; closed during the same time,
178.
Amount received from depositors since last examination, §97,524.31.
Amount paid to depositors since last examination, §60,233.73.
Number having deposits of over J;2,000, 7.
Number of single loans of .$1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 12.
Total amount of loins in the state, *.36,142.17.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $111,775.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, §20,191.75.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, §1^9,130.21.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or compauy, §4,000.
No debts which the trustees beliave to be doubtful.
Very littH overdue paper.
TUe funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Premium on stocks sind bonds, §5,629.83.
Books of record well ke|)t.
General character of loans believed to be good.
This bank has had but very little expense from the start, and the treasurer has given
bis services most of the time.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE PISCATAQUA. SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
































Chicago & South Western
Portsuiouth, Great Falls & Conway.
STOCKS.
Bank.
First National, Portsiuoutli, N. H..
Mechan.'cs & Traders, " " ..
New Hauii shire, " " . .
Grani;(> State, F,.\eter, " ..
Cei.tral. New York
Commonwealth, Hoston


































































































































118 Bank Commissioners^ Report.
PirXSFlELD SAVINGS BAXK.—PITTSFIELD.
Incorporated in 1855. Charter expires in 1895.
PresMent—Vi. L. Frknch.
Trustees— \l. L Freiicli, \V. G. French, L. 15ro\vn, George F. Berry, B. F. Kairae,
E. L Carr. T H. Thoriidike, J <lough. S. H. Frencli, P I Hook, J. VV. Johnson, U.
A. Tiittle, J. J. Jenness, .J. L. French, P.. G ParsonM, A. B Taylor.
Trmsiirer—George F. Iserrv. Bond, #3o,i 00, copy of whiL-li \* on file in office
of secretary of state. Date of liond, .June 24, 1882 Sureties of bonds are able to re-
spond. Boiul deposited with II. L Frencli, President, for safe-keeping.
Annual eonipensalion of treasurer, S800.
Examination, April 25, 1883, by J. D. Lyman.
STATEMENT.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE I'lTTSFFELD SAVINGS
BANK
BONDS.
120 Bank Commissioners'' Report.
PORTSMOUTH SAVINGS BANK.—PORTSMOUTH,
Incorporated in 1823. Charter perpetual.
Presi(h7it—WM. H. Rollins.
Trustees—Lvuian D. Spauldiiig, Samuel Adams, Joseph Tliaclier, Chas. H. Menduni,
John Knowlton, John Sise, lleuj. F. Webster, Tliomas E. Call, Chailes II. Rollins,
Daniel Marcy, John Lai'.;liton, Marcellus Biifford, Chas. M. Laiglitoii, Henry M. Clark,
W. Freeman, John 8. Pray, VV'. W. Cotton.
T;-erts?(rer—Joseph H. Foster. Bonds, *190,COO, copies of which are on file in office
of secretary of state. Date of bonds, July 21, 1S7T, and April 17, 1882. Sureties of bonds
able to respond. Bonds deposited with president for safe-keeping.
Clerk—A. C. Hoyt.
Annual compensation of treasurer, .S2,500.
Annual compensation of clerk, .Sl,500.








Market Value. Par Value Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
U. S. bonds
State bonds




Miscellaneous investments : Gas and wa-
ter bonds, etc
Cash on deposit with Mechanics & Trad-
ers Nat Bank
Real estate purchased
Real estate acquired or held by foreclos-
ure
Cash with investing agents
Cash on hand
$1,227,403.43
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Number Iiaving deposits of ovei' §2,000, 40.
Niiniber of siiifile loans of 81,000 or less to separate parties in tlie state, 146.
Total ;ui:ouiit of loans, 81 ,4r2,S(;7.79.
Total nnioiint of Western mortgage farm loans, 8445,107.60.
Total anioiiiit of Western mortgajie city loans, #4'27.8."iO.
Total anioniit of investments in sioeUs and lionils, S1,4S8,968.
Largest anmunt of investments in stocks or bonds, 875,000.
Largest anionnt loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, 830,000.
No debts bilieved by the trustees to be bad.
Amount of debts which the trustees believe to be doubtful, §10,000.
Amount of overdue interest, *442.
Tlie funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE PORTSMOUTH SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value onbooks.













































West Chicago, III., 7s
Terre Haute, Ind., 6s
Erie, Penn., 7s
Des Moines, la., 7s
Ander.soM, Ind., Os
East St. Louis. 111., 7s
Evansville, Ind., 7s
Lock Haven, Penn., 6s and 8s
Jefferson vi lie, Ind., 8s ,
Springfield, 111., 7s and 8s
Dubnqne, la., 6s
Muscatine, la., 6s
Iowa City, la , 8s
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SCHEDULE OF THE BOXDS AND STOCKS OF THE PORTSMOUTH SAVINGS
BAXK.— Continued.














Jacksonville, HI., Gs .,
Litclifield, HI., lOs...,
Town.
Gosport, N. H., 6s

































Blue Kapids, Kan., 6s




















Omaha Water Works, Neb., 6s..
Towanda " Penn., 8s
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCK.S OF THE PORTSMOUTH SAVINGS
¥iXNK.— Concluded.
BONDS.
Bank Commissioners' Report. 125
PORTSaiOUTH TRUST AND GUARANTEE SAVINGS BANK.—PORTSMOUTH.
Incorporated 1871. Charter perpetual.
Presir/cjif—Jekemiah F. Hall.
Vice-Pri:sUhnt—ViiA.y. ic Jon ks .
Tnistees—VvMxVi Jones, J. F. Hall, Thomas H. Odioriie, William D. Fernald, Ezra
H. "NViiicliester, Daniel Marcy, John Sise, Edwi)i A. Peterson, Calvin Page, Samuel D.
Gerrish.
Trea.'Oirei—Charles H. Rollins. Treasurer's bond, $40,0n0, copy of which is on
file in the oliice of secretary of state. Date of hand, April 24, 1879. Sureties of bond
are able to respond. Hoiul deposited with President for safe-keeping.
(7('/7,-—Cla HENCE Fkasikis. Corporation clerk has taken his official oath.
Annual compensation of treasurer, Sfl.OOl). Annual compensation of clerk, $250.
Examination completed November 22, 1882, by B. C. Carter.
STATEMENT.
Due depositors $355,649.39
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AXD STOCKS OF THE PORTSMOUTH TRUST
AND GUARANTEE SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
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ROCHESTER SAVINGS BANK.—ROCHESTER.
Incorporated in 1872. Charter perpetual.
Pre.'sjf/crji—Ebenkzek G. Wallack.
Vice- PreaVh' litx—V.nKSV.ZifA<. J. JMathes.
Trus/t-ca—K. G. \Viilla«', E. J. Matl.es, John Legro, William Rand, Ezra Standley,
I. Siilitifior, and J. Tlionu- D dsre.
Tri-axuri'i-—'^. D. Wentwoktit. Bond .'540,000, copy of wliicli is on filfi in office of
secretary of state. Date I'f bond, July 10, 1SS2 >uretie3 of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited wiili K. J Jlatlies for sale-keeping.
Atnuiiil compensation oftreasurer, .^ToO.
Exaiuinaiion September 28 to October 2, 1SS2, by J. D. Lyman and John Legko.
STATEMENT.
Due depositors Sf241 .602 60
Surplus 7..3ii8.G8
Guaranty fund 4,031 61
$253,002.8*
Loans secured on real estate .$93,304 04
Loans on personal security 113,S02..'>;i
Loans on collateral securitv 2'-',011.44
Bank stock. Farniiiigton National lO.OOn.oO
Real estate acquired or lield by foreclosure 6,67.5.25
Cash on hand and deposit ! 7,149.63
$253,002.89
Tliis bank pays 2 per cent, dividends each six months rpgnlarly.
Total expense of institution lor the year, exclusive of taxes, $866.60.
Amount of state lax paid last year, $2,226 96.
Amount of natioiml tax paid tor the year, $11.11.
Aniouiit of other taxes, S!:Jh.75.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, $2,800; as surety, none.
Loans an<l investments are made by the trustees, who meet weekly.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by a committee
of trustees .January and July in each year.
Report^ are pulilislied as required by law.
Number of depositors, 953; increase dur ng the year, 78.
Number having deposits of over $2.00U, 7.
Number of single loans of $l,0(/0 or less to separate parties in the state, 219.
No lossi-s for last five years.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $20,000.
No debts believed h\ the trustees to be bad or <loubtlul.
Amount of overdue paper in the bank, $23,720 84.
The fumls of th institution are invested agreeably to law.
Books of record are well kept.
General character of loans good.
I
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ROLLINSFORD SAVINGS BANK.—SALMON FALLS.
Incorporated in 1850. Charter perpetual.
President—O. S. Brown.
Vice-President—George W. Roberts.
Trustecs-V. S. Brown, G. W. Koburts, R. C. Fernald, C. F. Wood, C. S. Allen, J.
Q. A. VVentwortli, J. D. Roberts, J. iM. Brown, G. H. Yeaton.
Treasurer—'Wlh\.lAM H. Mokton. Treasurer's liond, S7t.O0O, copy of which is on
file in office of secretary of state. Date of bond, May 10, 1879. Sureties of bond are
able to respond Bond deposited with vice-presi.lent for safe-keeping.
Clerh-—C. V. Wood.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $2,000; annual compensation of clerk paid by
treasurer
Officers have taken their official oath.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BOXDS AND STOCKS OF THE ROLLINSFORD SAV-
INGS BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
County, City, Town, and District.
Adams Co. III., 6s
130 Bank Commissioners^ Report.
SANDWICH SAVINGS BANK.—SANDWICH.
Incorporated in 1872. Charter perpetual.
President—MOVLTO'S H. Marston.
Tnmtees—'Sl. H. Marston, W. A. Heard, E. Q. Fellows, D. H. Hill, Charles Blan-
chard, Gilraan Moultoii, C. W. Donovan, R. C. Graves, A. H. Burrovfs, J. E. French,
E. Marston, C. C. Fellows, C. M. Quimby, S. H. Dorr, S. B. Wifigin.
Treasurer—W ^i. A. Heard. Treasurer's bond, .'J25,()00, copy of which is on file in
office of secretary of state. Date of bond, Augus^t 30, 1872. Sureties of bond are able
to respoud. BoikI deposited with Charles Blanchard for safe-keeping.
Clerk—Y.. M. Heard.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $300. Annual compensation of clerk paid by
the treasurer.
Officers have taken their official oath.
Examination September 29, 1882, by B. C. Carter.
STATEMENT.






Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
County, city, town, and district bonds. .
,
Railroad bonds
Casn on deposit with Geo. Ballou ,
Coupons forwarded for collection ,


































Dividend of 2 per cent, paid April, 1882, »1,268.75.
Total expense of institution for the last twelve months, exclusive of taxes, $572.10.
Amount of state tax paid last year, ^(650. 60.
Amount of national tax paid for the last twelve months, $29.99.
Amount of other taxes, ji46.15.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, $166; as surety, ^160, with unanimous consent.
Loans and investments are made by a committee of trustees, who meet as occasion
requires.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by a committee
of the trustees semi-annually.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives 4 per cent, interest <in its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors, 312; increase since last examination by bank commissioners, 22.
Amount of bank's assets in Boston for safe-keeping, $45,000.
Number having deposits of over ,^2.000, 3.
Number of sinj^^i loans of 81.0)0 or le^s to separate parties in the state, 36.
Total amount of loans, $vi0,846.25.
Total amount of loans of We.-tern mortgages, §4,704. 93.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds, $45,000.
Largest investments in stocks or bonds, ,'$6,.500.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $3,000,
No debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful.
Number and amount of notes witli interest unpaid for over six months, $500,
Tlie funds of tlie institution are invested agreeably to law.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS OF THE SANDWICH SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value.
CocNTT, City, Town, and Di8tkict
City of Muscatine, la., Cs
" Evansville, la., 7s
" Peoria, 111., 7s
" Pueblo. Col., 8s
" Newport, Ky., 7 3-50s
" Quiiicy, 111., fis
" Ganlner, Mass., 6s
County of Lancaster, Neb., lOs
" Lvon, Kan., 7s
" Tiffin. O., 7s
" Martin, Ind., 7s
RAIt/ROAD.
Cincinn.ati & Northern, 6s
Toledo, Delphos & Burlington, 6s
" " " equip.
ment, 7s ,
Northern Pacific, 6s































































132 Bank Commissioners^ Report.
SAVINGS BANK FOR COUNTY OF COOS LANCASTER.
Iiicorponitoil in ISGS. Charter 20 years, 1888.
Presirf(!)i<—Anderson J. Marshall.
yj-its/ecs—Richiiril P. Kent, Anderson J. Marshall, Henry O. Kent, Samuel H.
Lesro, Erastus V. Cobleif^h, Wm. Burns, James W. Weeks, Aaron Guernsey, John H.
Hopkinson, Jason H. Woodward.
Treasurer—K^-sxiY O. Kent. Bonds, S30,000, copies of which are on file in ofiice of
secretary of state. Date ot bonds, August 20, 1868, and December 12,1881. Sureties
of bonds able to respond. Bonds deposited with president for safe-keeping.
C/frAs—Samuel H. Legro, Frances E. Legro.
Annuiil compensation of treasurer, S1,000.
Annual compensation of clerks paid by treasurer.
Bonds and quick securities deposited for safe-keeping in Security Deposit Vaults,
Boston, by vote of trustees, in sale rented by bank.
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SCHEDULE OF THE STOCKS AND BONDS OP THE SAVINGS BANK FOR
THE COUNTY OF COOS.
STOCKS. Market Value Par Value. Value on
Books.
Bank.
20 shares Lancaster National.
Railroad.
30 shares Boston, Concord & Montreal.. ..
BONDS.
Railroad.




Eau Claire Street Railway, Ts
Little Rock and Fort Smith, 7s
Toledo, Delphos & Burlington, 6s.
.
Boston, Concord & Montreal, Gs...
Union Pacific sinking fund, 8s
County, City, and Town
Kansas City, Mo., 8s
Appleton, Wis., Os
Fargo City, Dak., 6s
Morehead City, Minn., 7s
Colfax county. Neb., 10s
City of Cincinnati, O., 7 3-lOs
County of Ramsey, Minn., 7s
Towanda, Penn . , 6s
Jackson county. Mo., 8s
Arkansas City, Kan., 73
City of St. .Joseph, Mo., 4s
Gardner, Mass., 6s
Toledo, 0.,8s
Toledo. O., 7 3-lOs
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SAVINGS BANK FOR THE COUNTY OF STRAFFORD.—DOVER.
Incorporated in 1823. Charter perpetual.
President—ZiMKi S. Wallingford.
Vice-Presidents—C. W. Woodman, George Wadleigh.
Trustees—WWW&ra S. Stevens, Charles Woodman, Edmund J. Lane, Jeremiah
Home, Charles H. Sawyer, and Samuel C. Fisher.
Treasurer and .SVc/vVar;/—Albert O. INIathes. Treasurer's bond, ff 130,000, copy
of which is on tile in office of secretary of state. Date of l)ond, July 28, 18S1. Sureties
of bond are al)le to respond. Bond deposited with president for safe-keeping.
C/erA,-—George F. Piper.
Annual compensation of treasurer, §2,000. Annual compensation of clerk, 51,500.
Officers liave taken tlieir official oath.












Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security






Cash on deposit with Strafford National
Bank







































Dividends were paid in January and July, 1882, amounting to $79,482.49. An extra
dividend of 31/0 per cent.—$78,344.68—was paid in April, 1882.
Total expense of institution for flie year, exclusive of taxes, $4,334.01.
Amount of state tax paid last year, ,$20,723.92.
Amount of n.ational tax paid for tlie last year, .$52.64.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, .$5,00ii; as surety, $1,325.
Loans and investments are made by board of trustees.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee
of trustees semi-annually.
Reports are published .as required by law.
This bank receives no interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors, 5,805; increase since last examination by bank commissioners,
623.
Number having deposits of over -¥2,000, 146.
Number of sintile loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 298.
Total amount of loans, .$550,096.26.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $11,590.07.
Largest investment in stocks or bonds, .*150.000.
Largest amount loaned to any imlividual, corporation, or company, $50,000.
No debts wliicli tlie trustees believe to be doul>tful.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE SAVINGS BANK FOR
THE COUNTY OF STRAFFORD.
BONT)S. Market Value, Par Value. Value on
books.
County, City, Tovtn, and District
City of Cleveland, O., "s
" Springfield, Mo., 7s
" " Dover, N. H. ,0s
" Chit-a-io, 111., Ts
" Cincinnati, O., 7s
'• St. Louis, ]\lo., 6s
" Toledo, 0.,8s
" Haverhill, Mass., 7s
Cook Co., 111., 7s
Railroad.
Boston & Maine, 7s ,
Boston & Providence, 7s ,
Boston & Albany, 73
Old Colony, (is. .".
New York & New England, 7s ,
" •' 6s
Chicago & North-Western, 6s
5s
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, 7s
Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore
5s
Northern Pacific, 6s
Atlanti«' & Pacific, Gs
Pueblo & Arkansas Valley, 7s
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, 5s
Kansas City, Emporia & Southern, 7s...
Union Pacific, 8s
Kalamazoo & White Pigeon. 7s
New Mexico & Southern Pacific, 7s
Carley, Sumner & Fort Smith, 7s
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SOMERSWORTH SAVINGS BANK.—GREAT FALLS.
Incorporated in 1845. Charter expires in 1885.
President—Isaac Chandler.
Vice-President—'Ev>vrx^V> Hargraves.
Trustees—\Vm. R. Hurleigh, Emory J. Randall, Joseph A. Stickney, Orlando J. Bag-
ley, Xoah L. Fall, Thos. G. Jameson, John S. Haines, Jesse R. Horue, Henry C. Gil-
patrick. Samuel A. Seavy.
Treasurer—Albert A. Perkix.s. Treasurer's bond, .?To,000, copy of wliich is on
file in office of secretary of state. Date of bond, November 6. 1876. Sureties of bond
able to respond. Bond deposited with president for safe-keeping.
Clerk—Angenette Stickney.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $1,500.
Annual compensation of clerk paid by treasurer.
Clerk has taken official oath.










Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
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Dividends January and Julv, 1S82, 2 per cent, old account, liJ. new account. Old ac-
count, SS,013..55, Januarv" l!<82. and §7,974.07 Julj-, 1882; new, $1,963.69 Januarv,
1882. and $2,314.31 . July^ 1882.
Total expense of institution for the last 12 months, exclusive of taxes, 81,751.96,
—
$1,210.85 additional expense connected with real estate.
Amount of state tax paid la.st year, $4.8t>4 .53.
Amount of national tax paid for the last 12 months. $76.75.
Amount of oth.T taxes, $854.62.
Indebtedne-s of trustees as principal, $16,725 ; as surety, 835,900, by unanimous consent.
Loans and investments are made b}' committee of trustees, who "meet as occasion re-
quires.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made by committee
from trustees, who meet twice each year.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives no interest on its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors, 1,320 ; increase since last examination hv bank commissioners,
144.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 6.
Number of siuofle loans of .Sl.dOO or less to separate parties in the state, 69.
Total amount of loans. 8255,493.97
Total amount of Western mortgage loans, .$10,400.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds, 8425,490.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, .$53,000.
Amount of debts believeilby the trustees to be bad, $2,500.
No interest unpaid for over six months.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to the laws of New Hampshire.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE SOMERSWORTH SAV-
INGS BANK (OLD ACCOUNT).
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value onBooks.
County, City, Town, and District







St. Louis, Mo., 6s
Cincinnati, O , 7s
Fall River, Mass., 5s
Pequa, O., 6s
Jefferson ville, Ind., 7 3-lOs
Lee county, Iowa, 6s
Richland county. 111., 7s
School-district Buchanan, Mich., 10s
—
Pueblo, Col., 8s
" Golden, Col., 10s
" Eaton Rapids, Mich., 10s
" Denver, Col., 7s
" Beacon, Iowa, 6s
" Keosaqua, Iowa, 6s
Railroad.
Portsmouth, Great Falls & Conway, 4y2S,
Indiana, Cincinnati & Lafayette, 7s
Old Colony, 6s
Northern Pacific, 69
New York & New England, 7s
" 6s
Union Pacific (collateral trust), Cs
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE SOMERSWORTH SAV-
INGS BANK (NEW ACCOUNT).
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value onBooks.
County, City, Town, and District.
140 Bank Commissioners^ Report.
SECURITY SAVINGS BANK.—\yiNCHESTER.
Incorporated in 1S81. Charter perpetual.
President—X-SSE.\. Dickixsox.
Vice-President— Y,. M. Forbes.
Trustees—A. Dickinson, Henry Abbott, Leason Martin, Lucius Rixford, E. M.
Forbes, D. L. C. Ball, A. A. Ware, H. B. Swan. E. A. Wordeu, Albert M. Howard.
Treasurer—J . Grace Alexaxder. Bond, S25,000, copy of which is on file in
office of secretary of state. Date of bond, January 11, 18S2. Sureties of bond able to
respond. Bond deposited with vice-president for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, .$200.
Clerk lias taken official oath.
Examination completed October 26, 1882, by B. C. Carter.
STATEMENT.






Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
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SCHEDULE OF THE BOXDS AND STOCKS OF THE SECURITY SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS.
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SQUAMSCOTT SAVINGS BANK—EXETER.
Incorporated in 1873. Charter perpetual.
Prest'^/enC—George B. Webster.
Vice-President—Thomas Duston.
TniHtees—Ammi R. Wiggins, George B. Webster, Thomas Duston, Robert Rowell,
Francis Hilliard, Solomon S. Perkins, W. H. Belknap.
Treasurer—Y•R^^sclS Hilliard Bond .'$25,000, copy of which is on file in the oflBce
of the secretai-y of state. Date of bond October 9, 1874. Sureties of bond are able to
respond. Bond deposited with the president for safe-keeping.
Clerk—\V. H. Belknap. Annual compensation of clerk, $75.
Officers have taken their official o.ath.






Loans secured on real estate $12,055.00
Loans on personal property 1,704.69
Cash on hand 229.36
$13,989.05
Number of depositors, 67, same as last year; increase of deposits during the year,
$907.71.
Semi-annual dividends of 2 per cent.
Loans and investments are made by trustees.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee
of the trustees.
No deposits of over $1,000.
Number of single loans of .fl.OOO or less to separate parties in the state, 42.
Total expense of institution for the year, exclusive of taxes, about .$100.
No debt.s since cnt down believed by the trustees to be bad.
Amount of debts which the trustees believe to be doubtful, #30.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
December 26, 1882, the deposits in this bank was scaled $3,621.41, and has on hand a
poor note of $2,700 to pay the same.
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SULLIVAN SAVINGS INSTITUTION.—CLAREMONT.
Incorporated in 1838. Charter expires in 1898.
President— Ds.-s\F.i, W. Johnson.
Vice-Prexidetits—Wii.iji\yi. Clauk, Somner Putnam.
Z)i»rc?or»'—William Clark, Georgp N. Farwell, John L. F.arwell, John P. Rounsevel,
D W. Johnson, Henry Patten, Ira Colby, Sumner Putnam, J. S. AValker, W. E. Teth-
erly, J. M. Whipple, William Breck, W. H. H. Allen, George N. Farwell, 2d, H. W.
Parker, T. B. Rossiter, Edward Ainsworth, E. J. Tenney.
Treasurer—John L. Fakwell. Treasurer's bond, *!80,000, copy of which is on
file in the office of the secretary of state. Date of bond. January 4, 1883. Sureties of
bond are believed to be able to respond. Bond deposited with president for safe-
keeping.
C/erA-s—Charles H. Clark, Fred E. S. Barnes.
Annual compensation of treasurer, S2,700.
Annual compensation of clerks paid by the treasurer.
Officers have taken their official oath.
Examination from March 8 to 16 inclusive, 1883, by J. D. Lyman, E. J. Tenney,
and C. H. Clark.
STATEMENT.




Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security









































Dividends for the last five years : 1879, 5 per cent. ; 1880, 4 per cent. ; 1881, 4 per cent.^
1882, 4i'2 per cent. ; 1883, 4Vi per cent.
An extra dividend on all sura's due depositors was made January, 1873, 1875, and 1877.
The last one was declared January, 1877, amounting to $18,755.77, or about one per
cent, per annum.
Total expense of institution for the last twelve months, exclusive of taxes, $4,474.23.^
Includes one year and three months' salary.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $10,093.41.
Amount of national tax paid for the last 12 months, $37.93.
Amount of other taxes, $77.74.
Indebtedness of trustees as principal, $4,400; as surety, none.
Loans and investments are made by D. W. Johnson, John L. Farwell, and Ira Colby,
who meet as occasion requires.
An examination of the hooks and securities of the institution is made by committee of
trustees semi-annually according to law.
Reports are published as required by law.
Tliis bank receives no interest on its deposits in other banks.
Average amount of deposits in other banks for the last 12 months, $12,600.
Kumber of depositors. 2,746; decrease since last examination by bank commissioners, 8.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 19.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 180.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or compjiny, $27,000.
Amount of debts which the trustees believe to be doubtful, $8,300; bad, none.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to the laws of New Hampshire.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
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SCHEDULE OF THE STOCKS AND BONDS OF THE SULLIVAN SAVINGS
INSTITUTION.
STOCKS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
books.
Bank.
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UNION FIVE CENTS SAVINGS INSTITUTION.—EXETER.
Incorporated in 1868. Charter expires in 1888.
/>resif/cn<—Charles Burley.
Vice-PresUhnts—JoHs A. Blake and John N. Thohpson.
T'Uxtees—VJm. B. Morrill, Clias. G. Connor, W. N. Dow, J. G, Gilraan, F. T. Cram,
Thomas Connor, Charles Burley, Wni. P. Moulton, J, A. Blake, J. VV. Sanborn, John
N. Thompson.
All the officers are sworn.
Treasurer—'SiKWAii C. CLARK. Bond, $40,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, Jannary 29, 1883. Sureties of bond are able to re-
gpond. Bond deposited with the president for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, .$800.






MarketValue. ParValue. Value oa
books.
Loatis secured on real estate
Loatis on personal spcnrity
Loans on collateral security





Deposit in Howard Nat. Bank, Boston..,











































Four of the last 6 years the bank paid 2 J per cent, each 6 months, and the last 2 years
2 per cent, each 6 months.
Total expense of institution for the year, exclusive of taxes, $1,730.65.
Amount of state tax paid last year, *4,024.26.
Amount of national tax paid for last year, $48.89.
Amount of other taxes, *86.00.
Loans and investments are made by Chas. Burley, W. N. Dow, W. B. Morrill, John N.
Thompson, who meet weekly.
An examination of the books and securities of the institution is made hy Charles
Burley and Thomas ("onnor twice a year.
Reports are published as required by law.
Number of depositirs, 800; decreaseduring tlie year, 164; decrease of deposits during
the year. $56,582.08.
Number liaving deposits of over $2,000, 12.
Nuuiber of single loans of i$l,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 150.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $26,000.
No debts which the trustees believe to be bad.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, $625.
Amount of overdue paper in the bank is small.
Tlie funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law.
Premium on stocks and bonds, $4,135.00.
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
•The took value in this i)ank is the par value, the difference between the par and
cost being oreditfd or chart;ed, as the case requires, to profit and loss. The cost of se-
curities is shown in the schedule of stocks and bonds on next page.
This bank's suit for the ownership of $6,000 of bonds reckoned in above not decided.
10
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS ANT) STOCKS OF THE UNION FIVE CENTS
SAVINGS BANK.
Bank.
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SAVINGS BAXK OF WALPOLE. WALPOLE.
Incorporated ia 1875. Charter perpetual.
/"resirfen^—Alfred "W. Burt.
'' Trustees—XMreA W. Burt, Jolin W. Hayward, Bolivar LovpII, Tliomas B. Bnffam,
Edwin K. Seabury, Geo. H. Hnlden, Henry C. Lane, Harrison G. Barnes, Winslow B.
Porter, Henry Allen, Geo. B. Williams.
Treasurer—JosiAK G. Bkllows. Bond, §30,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, Feb. 10, 1881. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond <leposited with president for sale-keeping.
Aniiniil compensation of treasnrer, .?375.
Examination Jan. 20, 22, and 23, 1SS3, by J. D. Ltman
STATEMENT.




Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral secnrity








































Dividends paid annually. This bank has paid 5 per cent, dividends from its incorpora-
tion to Jan. 1, 1880; f 'oni that date to July 1, 1882, i^'.^ per cent.
Total e.xpense of institution for the year, exclusive of ta.Kes, ;J412.38.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $1 .307.25.
Amount of national tax paid for the last 12months, §1.68.
No other taxes.
No indebtedness of trustees as principal; as surety, $95.
Loans and investments are made by the standing committee of the trustees, who meet
as occasion requires.
An examination of the books and securities of the Lnstitution is made by the examining
committee of trustees twice each year.
Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives 4 per cent, interest on part of its deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors, 469; increase since last examination by bank commissioners, 32.
Increase of deposits since last examination, §17,167.80.
Number having deposits nf over §2,000, 4.
Number of single loans of §1.000 or less to separate parties in the state, 50.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, $12,000.
No ba<l, doubtful, or overdue paper.
The funds of the institution are well invested agreeably to law.
Premium on stocks and bonds, §1,440.
Books of record well kept.
Character of loans excellent.
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COCXTT, CiTT, Tows. AXD DiSTBICT.
Monticello. 111., 8s
Omaha Neb., high school. IO3
Dickinson county, Iowa, Ss
Montgomery ' K\n., 79
CLiT • 111.. 7s
O'Brien ••' Iowa, 73




Kansas Citv, Lawrence & Southern, 53.
St. Paul, Min., & < )maha, 63







King PMlip MUls, Fall River, Mas3.
MlSCELLAXEOCS.
Keene Gas-Light mortgage bonds $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $5,000 00
Market Value.
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"WILTOX SA.VIN'GS BAXK.—WrLTOX.
Incorporated in 1864. Charter perpetual.
Presi(ient--,losiAn Fleemaij.
Trustees—E. G. Woodman, A. A. Ramsev, E. P. Hatchinson. C. H. Burns, Daniel
Cragin, Moses Ciark, William D. Steams, Lewis Kingley, D. E. Proctor, Josiab Flee-
man. and David Cram.
Treasurer—yiosES Clark. Bond, S2,-50O. copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of state. Date of bon<l, .January :, 1871, Sureties of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited with E, G. Woodman for safe-keeping.
No clcriv as accountant ; C, U. Burns is clerk of the corporation and trnstees.
Annual compel. sation of treasurer, $2,50.






Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal securit\-
Hillslwrongh Co, (S, H,^ bonds
Kendall Co, 111.} bonds
Pulaski Co. (111.; bonds
East Oakland township (111.) bonds .
Bank stock
Real estate, and bank fi.vtnres
Deposit in Souhegan National Bank.
Casli on hand ,
Market Valae.l
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WOLFEBOROUGH SAVINGS BANK.—WOLFEBOROUGH.
Incorporated in 1871. Charter perpetual.
President— Vfi'L'LiAil C. Fox.
Vice-President—CviKui.-e.fi G. Gate.
r/Ms^ce.s— .-Vlplioiiso H. RiHt, Allisrt W. Wij;s;in, Charles B. Edsrerly, Joseph L.
Avery, George Ivpnistoii. .Tethro R. Furber, Ira BaiifleUl, Charles F. Piper, William H^
Jones, J. W. (ioodwiii, H. W. Furber.
Treasurer—Ira. B.a.xfielu. Treasurer's bond, .?20,000, copy of which is on file in
office of secretary of state. Date of boud. March 9, 1878. Sureties of bond able to
respond. Roiul deposited with president for safe-keeping.
Annual compensation of treasurer, $400.
Clerk has taken official oath.
Examination completed October 3, 1882, by B. C. Caetee.
STATEMENT.






Market Value.' Par Value. Value on
books.
Loans secured on real estate
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Total amount of loans
, $40,958.18.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds, $8,195.
Largest amount invested in stocks or bonds, $8,19.i.
Largest amount loaned to any individual, corporation, or company, f2 872 28No debts whicli the trustees belipve to be doubtful. ^ " •
No notes with ijiterest unpaid for over 6 months.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to law
Books of record well kept.
General character of loans good.
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ASHUELOT SAVINGS BANK OF WINCHESTER.
To the. Bank Commissioners of New Hampshire :
On the 24th day of March, 1881, under order of the supreme court, as assignee, the
undersigned tooli possession of tlie property and effects of the Asliuelot Savings Bank
of Wincliester, and proceeded at once to execute the duties of the appointmeat
required V)y law.
The amount realized on notes and other securities, with sale of real estate owned
by the bank, was, on the 30th day of November, 1881, a|>plied in payment of a dividend
of sixty per cent, of the claims allowed by the commissioner, amounting to .§320,244.92
and contingent and special claims to the amount of $1,(02.23, nearly all of which have
been paid. The remainder of the assets will be depleted by whatever losses there
may be, and by the expense of settlement. The amount of final dividend to depos-
itors will depend largely upon the result of litigation pending regarding the title to
real estate in New Hampshire deeded by tlie late treasurer to the bank, and suits on
the bonds of the late treasurer. The former case has been transferred to the U. S.
court, and a decision is hoped for during the present year. The bond suits have
been referred to Wni. M. Chase, Esq., and the result of a hearing recently had is ex-
pected soon.
At the termination of these suits the affairs of the bank can be speedily wound up,
and a final dividend made to the depositors.
HENRY O. COOLIDGE, Assignee.
Keene, May 5, 1883.
CARROLL COUNTY FIVE CENTS SAVINGS BANK.
To the Bank Commissioners of New Hampshire :
The undersigned, assignees of the Ciu-roll County Five Cents Savings Bank, beg
leave to report that in the further discharge of their trust since their last report they
have made collections amounting to some over $30,000, and have declared and pnid out
a dividend of 6V4 per cent, to the general depositors, making 4334 per cent, in all that
has been paid to the general depositors.
The most of the real estate that has been acquired by foreclosure has been disposed
of. There are remaining quite a number of outstanding debts due the institution,
which we expect will be paiJ in a short lime.
The suit on the treasurer's bond vt'as referred, at April term of court, 1881, to Hon.
Charles H. Bartlett, of Manchester. A hearing on the same was commenced Novem-
ber 9, 18H2, at which time, questions of law being raised, tlie case was transferred for
the consideration of the whole court at the December law term, 1882.
October 18, 188.', an action was commenced by several of the general depositors
against the trustees of said institution, and at the April term, 1883, questions of law
were raised, and said actiou was transferred for the consideration of the whole court
at the June law term, 1883.
Tlie above named suits bid fair to prolong a final wind-up of the affairs of this insti-
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CONCORD SAVINGS BANK.
To the Bank Commissioners qf New Hampshire
:
In my report of this bank, two years ago, the hope was expressed tliat a final div-
idend could be made during tlie year, but, finding it impossible to convert the assets
then remaining into cash for that purpose witliout too great a sacrifice, it was tliought
best to make a further dividend from the cash .assets then on hand, and defer a final
dividend to a more favorable time.
Therefore, by order of the court, a ilividend of 50 per cent, upon the balances found
due and allowed by tlie court to the depositors was made on January 9, 1882, amount>-
Ing to 865,822, upon the "old accounts," making a total of .$364,408.42 paid to the
depositors by the assignee upon those "accounts."
There are two important claims yet in suit upon municipal bonds, which, with
accrued interest, amount to nearly g;2.'5,0OO.
It was expected a settlement of them would have been made before this time, but it
could not be accomplished without making a greater sacrifice than seemed to be judi-
cious.
The question of refunding has recently been agitated, and strong hopes have been
entertained that it would be accomplished.
Nearly .all the remaining assets can readily be converted into cash, and unless the
prospect of an adjustment of the above suits promises an early settlement, it probably
will be advisable to dispose of the claims involved in them as advantageously as possi-
ble, without further delay, and make a final dividend and close the trust.
The assets belonging to the " new account-i " have all been converted into cash, and
a final dividend on tliose accounts made to the depositors by order of the court, Jan-
uary 9, 1882.
The total amount of the payments thus made to those depositors has been sufficient
to refund to them the full amount of their deposits, with interest on the same.
Respectfully submitted,
J. E. ROBERTSON, Surviving Assignee.
Concord, April 27, 1883.
GONIC FIVE CENT SAVINGS BANK.
To the Hon..I. D. Lyman and B. C. Carter, Bank Commissionersfor the State of New
Hampshire
:
The undersigned, assignee of the G mic Five Cent Savings Bank, respectfully reports
that at the time of his appointment as assignee all of the available assets of the bank
had been collected, and two dividends of 25 per cent, each had been paid to the depos-
itors. Nearly all the remaining assets consiiited of real estate in the process of fore-
closure, and notes on which suits had been commenced in court. I have completed
the foreclosures and sold the real estate, and by order of the court have paid another
25 per cent, dividend to the depositors, making in all 75 per cent, paid at the present
time. The suits in court ))ave all been disposed of, and a fourth and final dividend
will be declared and paid at an early day.
Respectfully submitted,
JOHN LEGRO, Assignee.
Rochester, April 14, 1883.
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MECHANICS' SAVINGS BANK OF NASHUA.
To the Honorable Bank Commissioners :
Referring to my report of August 1 to your board of the condition of the assets and
secuiities of the Mechanics' Savings Bank of Nasiiua, as appertaining to the accounts
of said bank prior to March 14, 1874, and wliich were assigned to me by the bank com-
missioners, August, 1879, I liave tlie honor to state tliat tlie nominal resources and lia-
bilities, and tlie collections, claims proved, dividends declared, and claims uncollected
remain the same as at the time of said report, and that I anticipate a linal settlement
of the affairs of the bank within a period of six months.
A. F. STEVENS, Assignee.
Nashua, May 10, 1883.
KOCKINGHAM TEN CENTS SAVINGS BANK.
To the Bank Commissio7iers of New Hampshire
:
At the time of making my last report as assignee of the Rockingham Ten Cents Sav-
ings Bank, a contract had been made for the sale of the Cambridge land at a price
which was then considered satisfactory, but the party failed to make the payments as
agreed, and this large tract of land, comprising the principal part of the remaining
assets, still remains on hand.
With our best efforts, only a few small lots were sold last year.
The season now opening has a more promising outlook for a closing-out sale, and
the payment of a linal dividend as large, I think, as has been expected.
Respectfully submitted,
EDWAJID P. KIMBALL, Assignee.
Portsmouth, April 13, 1883.
STATISTICS.
Si.xty-six savings banks were incorpor.ated from 1823 to 1881. Charter of some for
twenty years, the others perpetuKl.
Si.\ty-si.\ pre.^itients.
Various vice-presidents.
Eijjht hundred and forty-three trustees.
Treasurers, sixty-four gentlemen and two ladies.
Bonds about *3,425,000, copies of whicli are on tile in oilice of secretary of state. The
dates of the bonds are more tliaii half witliin three years. Sureties of bonds believed
to be able to respond. Bonds deposited pretty generally with the presidents for safe-
keeping.
Annual couipensation of treasurers and clerks about $80,000.
Examination, September, 1882, to June, 1883.




Miscellaneous debts 387,805 88
$42,126,261.52
Market Value. Value ou
books.
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The total dividends of these banks during the present year we judge are about
jil.700,000.
Total expense of these institutions for tlie year, exclusive of taxes, about §108,000.
Indebtedness of trustees as pri cipal, about .$348,000; as surety, about 9P185,000.
Loans and investments are made by coniniittees ami trustees.
Examinations of the books and securities of these institutions are made by commit-
tees (some of whicli examine w^W) twice a year.
Reports are generally published as required by law.
Tliese banks receive some interest on their deposits in other banks.
Number of depositors when examtued, 113,167; increase from last report, 8,735 ; in-
crease of deposits, $2,94.3,127.98.
Number ofsingle loans of .$1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, about 0,812.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, about §58,500, not including bad
debts cliarged off.
Amount of debts which the trustees believe to be doubtful, .$05,000.
The fumls of the institutions are generally invested agreeably to law.
Books of record improving.
General character of loans appears to be good.
Premiums upon security about §75,000 less than last year.
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TABLE 1.—The percent, of surplus and guaranty fund to deposits in 1879 was 7.038:
in 1880 it yia.f. 6.031; in 1881 it was 6.953; in 1882 it was 6.83; and in 1883 is 6.68. As each
new deposit diniiiiislies the per cent, of surplus, it is dillicult to maintain a high per
cent, when deposits increase so rapidly.
INCREASE AND CHANGE IN INVESTMENTS.
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TABLE No. 3.—Showing number of depositors for the years 1S82 and 1883, amounts of de-
the respective banks as they appeared at date of examination.
NAMES.
No. of No. of
deposi- deposi-













































































Francestown, new accounts . .
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Savings Hank for Co. of Coos..
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* Mostly scaling of deposits.
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posits, surplus, miscellaneous indebtedness, guaranty fund, and the total liabilities of
Surplus,
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TABLE No. 4.—Exhibiting tlie amount of loans secured on real estate, personal se-
























































































































Savings Bank for County of Coos
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urify, eollateriil security, investments in U. S. and state bonds, county, city, town,
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TABLE No. 6—Sliovviiig the iminber, comlition, and progress of tlie savings banks of
New llaiupsliire in each year from l^oO to 1882, inclusive.
Year.
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TABLE No. 7—Exhibit of the National and State Banks in New Hampshire.
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R. C. Peirce
































































168 Bank Commissioners^ Report.
SAVINGS BA.NKS DOIVG KUSIXESS IX TFIE SA.ME OFFICE WITH
NATIONAL Oli STATE BANKS.
Amoskeag Savings Bank, with Amoskeag National Bank.
Cociieco Savings Bank, witli Coclieco National Bank.
Connecticnt iiiver Savina;s Bank, with Conneclicut Uiver National Bank.
Dartniontli Savings Bank, with Dartmouth National Bank.
Dover Five Cents Savings Bank, with Dover National Bank.
Farniington Savings Bank, witli Farmingtoii National Bank.
Guarantee Savings Bank, with Merchants' National Bank.
lona Savings Bank, with C itizens' Natiotial Bank.
Lebanon Savings Bank, with Lebanon National Bank.
Littleton Savings Bank, with Littleton National Bank.
Loan and Trust Savings Bank, with State Capital National Bank.
Manchester Savings Bank, with Manchester National Bank.
Mechanics' Savings Bank, with Second National Bank, JIanchester.
Mechanics' Savings Bank, with Second National Bank, Nashua.
Merrimack River Savings Bank, witli First National Bank, Manchester.
Monadnock Savings Bank, witli Monadnock National Bank.
Newmarket Savings Bank, witli Newmarket National Bank.
Newport Savinj;s Bank, with Newport National Bank.
Norway Plains Savings Bank, with Rochester National Bank.
People's Savings B;ink, witli Amoskeag National Bank.
Piscaiaqua Savings Bank, with First National Bank, Portsmouth.
Rollinsford Savings Bank, with Salmon Falls State Bank.
Sullivan Savings Institution, with Clareniout National Bank.
I
IIEVISED STATUTES OF UNITED STATES,
Chapter 8, Section 3,408 (Editiox of 1878).
There shall be levied, collected, and paid, as hereafter pro-
vided,
—
First. A tax of one twenty-fourth of one per centum each
month ui)on the average amount of the deposits of money, sub-
ject to payment or draft, or represented by certificates of de-
posits or otherwise, whether payable on demand or at some
future day, with any person, bank, association, company, or
corporation engaged in the business of banking.
Third. * * * * The deposits in associations or companies
known as provident institutions, savings-banks, saving-funds,
or saving-institutions, having no capital stock and doing no
other business than receiving deposits to be loaned or invested
for the sole benefit of the parties making such deposits, without
profit or compensation to the association or company, shall be
exempt from tax on so much of their deposits as they have
invested in securities of the United States, and on all deposits
not exceeding two thousand dollars made in the name of any
one person.
The act to reduce internal I'evenue taxation, passed March 3,
1883, provides " That the taxes herein specified imposed by the
laws now in force be and the same are hereby repealed as here-
inafter provided, namely : On capital and deposits of banks,
bankers, and national banking associations, except such taxes




STATE AND SAYIIS^GS BANKS
CHAFPER 55.
Section 11. The selectmen, or either of them, may make per-
sonal application to any inhabitant of the town, to any person
having the care of personal property taxable therein, and to the
officers of any corporation, for an acconnt of the polls and
ratable estate for which they are liable to be taxed.
Sec. 13. The cashier, treasurer, agent, or other principal
officer of every bank, savings institution, insurance company,
or other corporation, on application in person or by writing by
any selectman, shall furnish, at the principal place of business
of such corporation, an acconnt in writing, on oath if required,
of all the ratable estate of such corporation, and a like account
of all shares and deposits therein owned by any person, resi-
dent, or corporation established out of the state, within four
days after such application.
Sec. 14. If any officer of such corporation shall not, upon
application, give such account of its ratable estate, the corpora-
tion may be doomed in the same manner as individuals ; and, if
any taxable property shall be wilfully omitted in such account,
the corporation may be assessed fourfold therefor, like indi-
viduals.
Skc. 15. The cashier or other priucii)al officer of every bank
or other corporation, upon such application, shall furnish a like
account of all shares or deposits therein owned by any inhab-
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itant of the town of which the person applying is selectman,
and the value thereof, whether mortgaged or pledged, or not,
within fonr days after such application is made.
Skc. 16. An}' such officer or agent, who wilfully neglects or
refuses to furnish as aforesaid any such account as is required
in this chapter, shall forfeit a sum not more than four hundred
dollars for the use of such town.
Sec. 17. Whoever transfers any stock, in an}' bank, insur-
ance company, or other corporation, for the purpose of avoiding
taxation, or to prevent its being taxed to the real owner thereof
in the town in which he resides, and whoever, for either of the
purposes aforesaid, deposits money in any savings-bank or
institution for savings, in the name of a fictitious person, or
any false name, or in the name of a person not resident in the
city or town in which he is represented to reside, or under any
false residence, shall be fined not more than one thousand dol-
lars, to the use of the town in which, or for the use of which,
such stock or monev ought to be taxed.
CHAPTER 65.
Section 1. All shares of the capital stock of the banks located
in this state, whether private, state, or national, shall be taxed
at their par value to the owners thereof, in the town in which
they reside, if in this state. All shares standing in the names
of persons residing out of the state shall be taxed to the person
in whose name such shares may stand in the town where the
bank is located ; and such taxation shall create a lien in favor
of the town where such bank is located, upon such shares for
the payment of said taxes.
Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the cashier of every such bank,
on or before the fifth day of April in each year, to make out and
send a notice in writing to the selectmen or assessors of the
several towns or cities in this state in which persons or parties
may reside who own shares in their respective banks, in which
notice shall be stated the name or names of the person or per-
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sons, party or parties, who own shares in tlioir respective banks
on the first da}' of A])ril in each year, the number of shares
owned by each, and the par value of each share, and to deposit
said notice in the post-office in the town in whicli any such
cashier may reside, directed to the selectmen or assessors afore-
said.
Sec. 3. Such cashier, on or before the fifth day of April in
each year, shall furnish to the selectmen or assessors of the
town or city where said bank is located a like list of the stock-
holders of said bank not resident in the state, the number of
their shares, and the par value of the same.
Sec. 4. The cashier of any bank in this state, who shall neg-
lect or refuse to comply with the provisions of the preceding
sections, shall forfeit the sum of one hundred dollars for each
offence, to be recovered by indictment, for the use of the town
in which persons or parties may reside owning shares as afore-
said, and for the use of the town in which the bank may be
located, when the persons or parties owning shares therein are
not residing within this state.
Sec. ;"). Such bank shall have a lien upon the shares and the
dividends thereon, of any stockholder residing out of the state,
for the payment of said tax, with interest thereon.
Sec. 6. All real estate owned by savings-banks in this state
shall ])e taxed in the town or place where situate, in the same
manner and at the same rate as real estate owned by other par-
ties.
Sec. 7. The treasurers of savings-banks shall annually, on or
before the first day of May, transmit to the state treasurer a
statement under oath of the amount invested in real estate with-
in this state and of the amount of all deposits and accumula-
tions in their respective savings-banks, on the first day of April
next preceding, with the names of the towns and the aggregate
amount of such deposits and accumulations made by persons
residing in such towns, and the whole amount of deposits and
accumulations owned by persons not resident in the state, or
whose place of residence is unknown.
Sec. 8. Every savings-bank shall pay annually, on or before
the fifteenth day of June, to the state treasurer, a tax of one
per cent. ui)on the whole amount of deposits and accumulations
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so returned, Avhich is not so invested in real estate, and no other
tax shall be assessed on said deposits and accumulations, or
against its depositors on account thereof ; and if any savings-
bank shall neglect to pay said tax at the time specified, said
state treasurer shall add thereto interest, after such default, at
the rate of ten per cent, per annum, and shall issue his extent
for the sum so unpaid and said interest thereon till the time of
payment, and all property of the corporation, on the first day of
April preceding, shall be holden for its payment.
Sec. 9. The state treasurer, on or before the first day of
Octol)er, annually, shall pay to each town in which any of said
depositors resided on the first day of April next preceding, such
part of said tax as would be in proportion to the amount of said




Section 1. Every banking corporation shall pay to the treas-
urer, on or before the second Wednesday of June annually, one
half of one per cent, on the amount of the actual capital stock
of the bank at that time. The sums so paid shall constitute a
fund to be called the literary fund, and shall be kept and ac-
counted for by the treasurer.
Sec. 2. The governor, secretary, and treasurer, for the time
being, shall constitute a board of commissioners to manage said
fund.
Sec. 3. If any dispute shall arise respecting the amount of
the capital stock of any bank, the same, for the purposes of this
chapter, shall be determined by the commissioners.
Sec. 4. All sums of money hereafter received from the tax
on deposits in savings-banks by non-resident dei)Ositors, or
depositors whose residence is unknown, shall ))e added to and
constituted a part of the literary fund, and shall be kept, ac-
counted for, managed, assigned, and distributed according to
the provisions of law applicable to the literary fund.
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CHAPTER 147.
Section 1. The provisions of this title do not apply to public
municipal corporations, such as towns, cities, and the like.
Sec. 2. The rights, powers, and duties set forth in this
chapter are incident to all cori)orations legally constituted not
excepted in the preceding section, subject to any limitations or
restrictions imposed by the charters or laws authorizing the
organization of particular corporations, whether voluntary or
otherwise.
Sec. 3. Every such corporation may admit associates and
members, and for just cause remove them ; may elect all neces-
sary officers, define their dnties, and fix their compensation, but
at least one of the directors of every corporation existing by
virtue of the laws of this state, or hereafter created thereby,
and having stockholders resident in this state, shall be an actual
inhabitant of this state ; may have a common seal, and change
the same at pleasure ; may sue and be sued, appear, prosecute,
.
and defend in the corporate name to final judgment and execu-
tion, and appoint agents and attorneys for that purpose ; and
have perpetual succession unless incorporated for a limited
term.
Sec. 4. Any such corporation may adopt by-laws not repug-
nant to the laws of this state :
—
I. To provide for the election and removal of members.
II. To prescribe the times and places of their meetings, and
the manner of calling and conducting them.
III. To regulate the number of officers, their powers and
duties, the mode of choosing them, and their temire of office
;
and any others necessary and suitable to promote the objects of
the corporation ; and alter and amend the same.
Sec. 5. Any such corporation may make contracts necessary
and proper for the transaction of their authorized business, and
no other ; they shall not become sureties nor guarantors, nor be
ca|)able of l)inding themselves as such.
Skc. 0. Such corporations may purchase, hold, and convey
real and i)ersonal estate necessary and proper for the due trans-
action of their authorized business, not exceeding the amount
authorized by their charter or by statute, and no other.
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Sec. 7. But they may take security for the payment of debts
due to the corporation, by mortgage, pledge, or attachment of
any other property, real or personal, and perfect a title thereto
by proper legal proceeding ; but the same shall be sold or dis-
posed of within two years after such title is perfected.
Sec. 8. Every corporation shall have a clerk, who shall be
chosen annually by the stockholders, or in such other manner as
the charter or by-laws may prescribe, and shall be and continue
an inhabitant of this state and keep his office therein ; he shall
hold his office for one year, and until his successor is chosen
and qualified, and shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his
duties ; and in case a vacancy shall occur, a clerk shall be forth-
with appointed for the time by the president or a majority of
the directors, who shall hold his office till a clerk is duly ap-
pointed.
Sec. 9. The clerk shall record all votes and proceedings of
the corporation and those of the directors, so far as required
by the charter or by-laws ; shall keep a record of all instruments
and papers required to be recorded in his office ; and shall per-
form all other duties incumbent on him by law or usage or by
the by-laws.
Sec. 10. All records and files proper to be made and kept in
the office of the clerk of any corporation shall be open to the
inspection of every member and stockholder, and of every cred-
itor of the corporation whose demand is due and unpaid, and of
his attorney.
Sec. 11. All accounts and minutes of business of the corpo-
ration kept by its treasurer, or by any officer or agent thereof,
all records of certificates and transfers of shares, all original
certificates and transfers on file, and original papers and evi-
dences of debts due to such corporation, shall be subject to the
inspection of every member and stockholder, and of every cred-
itor thereof whose demand is due and unpaid, so far as they
have any relation to the claim of such creditor.
Sec. 12. The clerk, treasurer, or other officer or agent of any
corporation, having the keeping of any such record, account, or
paper, when required by any member or stockholder, or by any
such creditor, on payment or tender of the like fees as are by
I
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law allowed to clerks of court for such service, shall furnish a
certified copy of any vote, record, or account, and of any orig-
inal paper which such party is entitled to inspect.
Sec. 13. If any clerk, treasurer, officer, or agent of any cor-
poration, after demand of such copy, and payment or tender of
the fees therefor, shall neglect or refuse for seven days to fur-
nish such copy, he shall forfeit for every such offence a sum
not exceeding one thousand dollars, to any member, stockholder,
or creditor who shall have demanded such copy.
Sec. 14. Any corporation, at any legal meeting, may alter
the time of holding its annual meeting.
Sec. 15. If any corporation shall fail to hold its annual meet-
ing, or if. from an^^ cause, at any time, a meeting thereof can-
not otherwise be called, the owners of one twentieth part of the
stock or property thereof, or, if the same is not divided into
shares, one twentieth part in number of the members thereof,
may apply in writing to any justice of the peace, stating the
occasion and purpose of such meeting, to call a meeting of the
members of such corporation.
Sec. 16. Such justice shall thereupon issue his warrant to one
of the applicants, requiring him to warn such meeting, at a suit-
able time and place, for the purpose stated in the application,
by publishing a copy of the application and warrant ; and all
business transacted at such meeting in pursuance of such war-
rant shall be valid.
Sec. 17. Any corporation whose power may expire, b}'^ express
limitation or otherwise, on any day, may continue to be a body
corporate for three years thereafter, with all the powers neces-
sary for the purpose of prosecuting and defending suits, and of
gradually closing and settling the concerns and dividing the
capital stock of such corporation, and for no other purpose.
Sec. 18. The legislature may at any time alter, amend, or
repeal the charter, or modify or annul the powers of any cor-
poration, whenever the public good shall require the same ; but
the remedy against such corporation, its members, or officers,
for any liability previously incurred, shall not be impaired
thereby.
12
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CHAPTER 148.
DIVIDEND-PAYING CORPORATIONS.
Section 10. A record of the names and places of residence of
all stockholders, and the number of shares owned hy each, shall
be made and kept by the treasurer and assistant treasurer of
every railroad, the cashier of every bank, and the clerk of every
other corporation, in a book in which shall be recorded all trans-
fers of shares.
Sec. 11. Shares may be transferred by the proprietor by
writing by him signed on the back of the certificate, or by a deed
under seal, recorded by the treasurer, cashier, or clerk, in a
book kept by him for that purpose ; and the purchaser, on pro-
ducing and delivering to the cashier or treasurer the former
certificate and the transfer thereon, or deed thereof, with a cer-
tificate thereon that the same are duly recorded in the proper
office and at what time, shall be entitled to a new certificate of
the date of such record, if no prior lien then existed thereon.
Sec. 12. In transfers of stock as collateral security, the debt
or duty to be secured shall be substantially described in the
instrument of transfer ; and the certificate issued to the holder
of the stock as collateral security shall express that it is so
holden, for whose debt, and to what amount. The pledgeor of
stock transferred as collateral security shall be regarded as the
general owner, and be entitled to the rights and subject to the
liabilities of the stockholder, notwithstanding such transfer.
Sec. 13. The free sale of shares in the stock of any corpora-
tion, by the owner thereof, shall not be restrained by the by-
laws of any corporation ; and all such by-laws heretofore or
hereafter made shall be void.
Sec. 14. The cashier of every bank, and the treasurer and
clerk of ever}'^ other corporation, shall keep an account of every
certificate of stock issued from his office, and of every transfer
of shares, with the names and residences of the parties thereto,
and shall kee}) on file all deeds and transfers of shares delivered
to him.
Sec. 18. P^very stockholder in any corporation except banks
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whose charters otherwise pi'ovide, ma}' give one vote at any
meeting thereof for every share he owns thei-ein, not exceeding
one eighth part of the whole nnmber of shares.
Sec. 19. No person claiming to be a stockholder in his own
right shall vote as snch until he shall make oath, if required by
any stockholder at such meeting, before a justice of the peace,
that he is the absolute and bona fide owner of the shares claimed
by him.
Sec. 20. Any person holding stock in such corporation, as
executor, administrator, guardian, or trustee, and any person
who has pledged his stock as collateral security, may vote
thereon as stockholder, upon producing, if his right is contested,
evidence of his title satisfactory to the presiding officer.
Sec. 21. Except in railroad corporations, any person not a
stockholder, being authorized by a writing under the hand of
any stockholder entitled to vote by proxy filed with the clerk or
cashier, may vote as proxy iu the right of such stockholder
;
but no stockholder shall act as proxy for any other stockholder,
nor shall any person act as proxy for more than one stockholder,
or vote as proxy for shares exceeding one eighth of the whole
capital stock.
Sec. 22. No proxy shall confer the right to vote at more than
one meeting, which shall be named therein.
Sec. 23. No person shall vote on any shares until all assess-
ments which have been ordered, and have become due and pay-
able thereon, have been fully paid.
CHAPTER 166.
Section 1. The provisions of this title, so far as they properly
may, shall apply to state and national banks, savings-banks or
institutions for savings, private banks, and loan fund associa-
tions, unless otherwise expressly limited in their operation.
[From Pamphlet Laws of 1881, in place of sec. 2, chap. 166,
General Laws :
Sec. 1. Two bank commissioners shall be appointed by the
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goveruor aud council, who shall hold office for two years, and
until others are appointed aud qualified in their stead, but may
be removed at pleasure b}' the governor and council.
Sec. 2. Section two of chapter one hundred and sixty-six of
the General Laws, and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent
with the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed ; aud this
act shall take effect upon its passage.]
Sec. 3. No person shall be appointed a bank commissioner
who is not a resident of this state, or who is indebted to any
bank, or holds any office or stock in any bank.
Sec. 4. Once at least in each year, and as much oftener as
the governor may direct, an examination shall be made into the
condition of every bank in the state, and into the management
of its affairs, by one of said bank commissioners. Such com-
missioner shall inspect all its books, papers, notes, bonds, and
other evidences of debt, ascertain the quantity of specie and
other money and funds on hand, and make all inquiries neces-
sary to learn its abilit}' to perform all its engagements, and
whether it has violated any provision of law.
Sec. 5. Such commissioners shall, as soon as practicable, and
in all cases on or before the first day of May, annually, report
the result of such examination to the governor, which report
shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state. They shall
give in their report a detailed statement of all the items of ex-
pense of all savings-banks, with the names of the treasurers and
their clerks, and a statement of the salary of each, and report
in detail the kind and amount of stocks and bonds held by each
of said savings-banks, with the par value thereof, the cost to
said banks, and the market value thereof at the date of their
examination. They shall also report the amount of the treas-
urer's bond, with all such information as will tend to give the
true standing of such banks.
Sec. 6. Any commissioner may examine, under oath by him
administered, any officer, agent, or servant of any bank, or any
other person, in relation to the affairs and condition thereof.
Sec. 7. The secretary shall annually procure two thousand
copies of the report of said bank commissioners to be printed,
and shall furnish a copy thereof to the attorney-general and
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each solicitor, one to the towu-clerk of each town in the state
for the use of the town, one to each public library in the state,
and shall, at each session of the legislature during the first week
of the June session, present to each member one copy of the
report for that and the preceding year.
[From Pamphlet Laws of 1881. in place of sec. 8. chap. 166,
General Laws :
Sec. 1. That section eight of chapter one hundred and sixty-
six of the General Laws be so amended that the commissioners
shall be paid for their services by the state instead of the banks,
as now provided in said section.
Sec. 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act
are hereby repealed.]
Sec. 9. If any bank shall not permit an examination of its
affairs by any bank commissioner, or shall not furnish the
necessarj' facilities therefor, or if it is judged by the commis-
sioners to be necessary for the public safety that it should not
continue to transact business, they shall represent the facts by
petition to some justice of the supreme court.
Sec. 10. Such justice shall issue an injunction, prohibiting,
as far as may bo thought necessary, the transaction of any busi-
ness by said bank, and the said commissioners shall cause the
same to be duly served.
Sec. 11. Such injunction maybe modified by said justice;
and the supreme court, ujion petition and notice to the bank
commissioners, may dissolve, modify, continue, or extend the
same as equity may require.
Sec. 12. When the bank commissioners shall deem it neces-
sary for the public safety, they may lay the facts in writing
before the attorney-general, and require him to file an informa-
tion against any incorporated bank, for the purpose of vacating
its charter, at the next trial term of the supreme court for the
county.
Sec. 18. In either of said cases they may apply to the su-
preme court or a justice thereof to appoint an assignee of the
pro|)erty and effects of such bank ; and said court or justice
may make such appointment, subject to such rules and orders
as may be prescribed thereby.
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Sec. 14. Such assignee shall take possession of all the estate,
property, rights, and credits of the bank, and demand, receive,
sue for, and recover the same wherever found, and may require
such bank, its officers, owners, or others, having any such prop-
erty or control thereof, to execute to him a transfer or convey-
ance thereof, and may sell and convey any such property, and
do any act necessary to convert such assets into money.
Sec. 15. Said court, or any justice thereof in vacation, may
make any orders necessary to carry such assignment into effect,
and may affix such penalties for disobedience thereto as may be
thought necessary.
Sec. 16. Upon application, the court may issue an injunction
restraining all proceedings at law by any creditor against such
bank, and may order notice to be published, as the}' may direct,
requiring all creditors to present and prove their claims against
such bank to such persons, within such time as maybe directed,
and in default to be precluded from all benefit of the assets of
such bank.
Sec. 17. The proceeeds of such property shall be holden :
I. To pay the expenses of the assignment.
11. To pay all bills issued by the bank p?-o rata.
III. For the payment in equal proportion of all debts, claims,
and obligations owing by such banks.
IV. The remainder to be divided among the stockholders ac-
cording to their interests.
Sec. 18. Every such assignee shall receive such reasonable
compensation for his expenses and services, in the execution of
said trust, as said court may order.
Sec. 19. Every assignee, before acting as such, shall file in
court a bond to the county, in such sum and with such sureties
as the court or justice may approve, faithfully to execute the
duties of his appointment, to comply with the orders of the
court, and to render an account of his proceedings therein to
the court when required.
Sec. 20. Any person aggrieved by any default or miscon-
duct of such assignee in his trust, may, by leave of the court,
institute a suit on said l)ond, and recover the damages sustained
thereby.
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Sec. 21. If any oflicer, agent, or clerk of any bank, or any
other person, shall make any false entries in the books thereof,
or shall exhibit false papers, or make false statements under
oath, with intent to deceive any bank commissioner, he shall be
fined not exceeding one thousand dollars, or imprisoned not ex-
ceeding five years.
Sec. 22. If any bank, without legal authority, shall fail to
pay, on request, its bills in specie, its charter shall be forfeited,
and the governor shall direct an immediate examination of its
affairs l)y two or more of the bank commissioners, and such
proceedings shall be had as the commissioners judge necessary.
CHAPTER 169.
Section 1. The cashier of every bank shall annually make all
the returns and perform all the duties by law required of them,
respectively, in relation to the taxation of the stock of such
bank.
Sec. 2. The cashier of every state bank shall, on the first
Monday of March, June, September, and December, in each
year, make a statement of its condition on said day, specifying
in separate columns the capital stock actually paid in ; debts
due the bank secured by pledge on its stock ; value of real es-
tate belonging to the bank; amount of debts due the bank;
amount of debts due from directors, either as principals or
sureties, specifying whether on interest or otherwise ; amount
of specie in the vault ; amount of bills of other banks on hand
;
amount of deposits in the bank ; amount of deposits in other
banks for the redemption of its bills ; and the amount of bills
of the bank then in circulation.
Sec. 3. Such statement shall be signed by the cashier, who
shall make oath before some justice that the same is, in his be-
lief and to the best of his knowledge, a just and true account of
the situation of such bank at the time to which it refers, a cer-
tificate of which oath shall be made thereon ; and such state-
ment shall be returned to the secretary of state, who shall give
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a receipt therefor within ten days after said first Monday of
March, June, September, and December.
Sec. 4. If any such bank neglects to make any such return as
required in the preceding section, it sliall for every offence be
fined not exceeding one thousand dollars ; and the certificate of
the secretary shall be competent evidence of such neglect.
Sec. 5. The secretary shall cause to be published abstracts of
the quarterly returns required to be made by the preceding sec-
tions, in the " Independent Statesman " and " The People."
Sec. 6. Ever}' association or partnership formed for the pur-
pose of loaning money or dealing in monej', receiving deposits,
buying and selling exchange, or transacting such other business
as is usually transacted by banks, shall be a bank for the gen-
eral purposes of this title and for taxation ; and the clerk or
cashier of every such bank shall make the same returns to towns
where its stockholders reside as the cashiers of other banks are
by law required to make.
Sec. 7. Every person owning any portion of the funds em-
ployed in any private bank shall be deemed a stockholder there-
in ; and the average amount of the capital of such private bank
during the preceding year shall be the capital of such bank sub-
ject to taxation as stock.
Sec. 8. The stockholders of any private bank shall be liable
as partners for all the debts and obligations of such bank.
CHAPTER 170.
Section 1. No person shall be eligible for election to any
ofl3ce in any savings-bank corporation, who is at the time in-
debted to said bank for any loan, either as principal or surety
;
and no savings-bank shall hereafter make any loans to any of
its officers, or receive the name of any of its officers as surety
for any loan, except with the unanimous consent of the trustees,
in writing, filed with the treasurer ; but any loan to a trustee
made agreeably to this chapter shall not be held to render such
trustee ineligible to a reelection as trustee.
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Sec. 2. The trustees of the savings-banks in the state shall
make a thorough examination of the affairs of their respective
banks once in every six months, and banks having an average
deposit exceeding the full sum of five hundred thousand dollars
every January, April, July, and October ; and a report of such
examination, signed by a committee of the trustees, shall be
returned to the bank commissioners, and a copy of said report
shall be published by the bank in a newspaper in the place
where such bank is established ; or, if there be no newspaper in
such place, then in a newspaper published at the nearest place
thereto.
Sec. 3. Proper blanks shall be furnished to the banks by the
commissioners for these examinations.
Sec. 4:. The duties required to be performed by the trustees
of savings-banks under the preceding sections may be performed
by a committee appointed from their own board by the trustees
for that purpose, and such committee, and any other committee
so appointed, together with such clerks as they may find it nec-
essary to employ, shall be entitled to receive proper compensa-
tion for services actually performed by them.
Sec. 5. No compensation shall directly or indirectly be allowed
to any of the officers of the savings-banks, except the treasurers
and their clerks, except as above provided.
Sec. 6. The trustees of all the savings-banks in the state shall
annually establish the salary of the treasurer and his necessary
clerks, which, together with all expenses, shall not exceed four
thousand dollars, except when the average amount of deposits
exceeds the full sum of one million dollars ; then the salary of
such treasurer, necessary clerks, and expenses, shall not exceed
one eighth of one per cent, upon the excess of one million dol-
lars in addition to the sum herein before fixed, up to the sum of
one million dollars ; which compensation so established shall be
in full for all the services of the treasurer and his clerks, and
other expenses in all cases.
Sec. 7. Tlie treasurers of all savings-banks shall give a bond
with sufficient sureties for the faithful performance of the duties
of their office, in the penal sum of twenty-five thousand dollars ;
and when the deposits in any savings-l)ank shall exceed the sum
of one hundred thousand dollars, the penal sum of such bond
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shall be increased five thousand dollars for each sum of one
hundred thousand dollars or fractional part thereof.
Sec. 8. The bonds of the treasurers of all savings-banks shall
forthwith be recorded at length on the books of said banks, and
on or before the first day of January thereafter the treasurers
thereof shall file with the secretary of state an attested copy
thereof.
Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the bank commissioners to
examine annually the bonds of the treasurers of all savings-
banks, to inquire into and certify to the sulHciency thereof, and
whenever they shall deem au}^ such bond insufficient they shall
order a new bond to be filed within a reasonable time, to be by
them limited.
Sec. 10. Where a savings-bank is operated and kept in the
same office with a national bank, the treasurer of said savings-
bank shall procure, upon the semi-annual or quarterly report, a
certificate, made under oath by a committee of the directors of
the national bank, that they, upon the same day, and at the
same time of the examination of the savings-bank, required by
the preceding sections, did make an examination of the affairs
and securities of the national bank, and found them to be cor-
rect.
Sec. 11. In case the treasurer of any savings-bank shall neg-
lect, for the space of thirty days, to furnish the certificate re-
quired b}' the preceding section, it shall be the duty of the bank
commissioners, by a notice in writing duly served, to require
such treasurer to appear before them, at a time and place to be
specified in said notice, and show cause why such neglect has
happened. If no sufficient cause be shown, or if, such cause
being shown, such treasurer shall fail to furnish such certificate
within a time to be fixed by the commissioners, it shall be their
duty to proceed immediately and remove the savings-bank from
the office of the national bank, and, if such treasurer is also
cashier of such national bank, to remove him from his office as
treasurer ; all wliich said commissioners are hereby fully author-
ized and empowered to do.
Sec. 12. Any officer of any savings-bank in this state, who
shall embezzle, abstract, or wilfully misapply any of the moneys,
funds, or credits of the bank, or shall make any false entry in
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any book, report, or statement of the bank, with intent in either
case to injure or defraud the bank, or any company, body poli-
tic or corporate, or any individual person, or to deceive any offi-
cer of the bank, or any committee or examiner appointed to
examine the affairs of any such bank, shall be deemed guilty of
a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished
by fine not exceeding twenty thousand dollars, or by imprison-
ment not exceeding ten years.
Sec. 13. Ever^^ savings-bank shall annually pass to the credit
of a guaranty fund a sum e(|ual to ten per cent, of its net earn-
ings for the year, until such guaranty fund shall amount to a
sum equal to five per cent, of its actual deposits.
Sec. l-i. Savings-banks shall not pay their depositors interest
at a greater rate than five per cent, annually, but may divide
any surplus beyond their guaranty fund that may have accrued,
every two 3'ears, and shall do so every five years ; and whenever
any savings-bank shall have a guarant}^ fund equal to five per
cent, of its actual deposits, it may divide its net gains annually.
Sec. 15. All taxes paid by the savings-banks of the state to
the United States shall be proportionately charged by said
banks to those depositors upon whose deposits said taxes are
paid.
Sec. 16. Savings-banks in this state may deposit funds in
national banks in good credit and unimpaired capital, the same
as any depositor ; but all coin, bills, notes, bonds, securities,
and evidences of debt comprising the assets of said savings-
bank, shall be kept separate and apart from the assets or prop-
erty of any other bank, banker, corporation, partnership, indi-
vidual, or firm, and savings-bank officers failing to comply with
the provisions of this section shall be liable to be removed by
the bank commissioners, as provided in section eleven.
Sec. 17. All stocks subject to taxation in this state, standing
in the name of any savings-bank, but held as collateral security,
shall be reported with its owner's name by the treasurer, under
oath, to the assessors of the town where its owner resides, if
within this state, otherwise to the town where the corporation
is located.
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[From Pamphlet Laws of 1881, in place of sees. 18 and 19.
chap. 170, General Laws:
vSkc. 1. That sections eighteen and nineteen of the said chap-
ter be and hereby are repealed.
Sec. 2. No savings-bank shall loan to any person, corpora-
tion, firm and its individual members, an amount in excess of
ten per cent, of the deposits and accumulations of such savings-
bank ; nor purchase or hold, both by way of investment and as
security for loans, the stock and bonds of any corporation to an
amount in excess of such ten per cent.
Sec. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
Sec. 4. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are
repealed.]
Sec. 20. "Whenever the assets of an^^ savings-bank shall be
reduced in value below the total amount of deposits, any judge
of the supreme court, in connection with the bank commission-
ers, shall, on the written petition of a majority of the trustees,
reduce the deposit account of each depositor so as to divide
such loss equitably among the depositors : Provided., however.,
if the bank shall afterwards realize from the assets a greater
amount than that fixed upon by the judge and bank commission-
ers, the amount so realized shall be equitably divided and cred-
ited to the accounts of the depositors which had been thus re-
duced, but to the extent only of such reduction.
Sec. 21. Whenever it appears to the bank commissioners that
the assets of any savings-bank are reduced below ninety per
cent, of the deposits, it sliall be the duty of said commissioners,
in connection with a judge of the supreme court, of their own
motion, to proceed as provided in the preceding section.
Sec. 22. Any savings-bank or other institution for savings
may, at their discretion, pay to any minor or married woman
such sum as has been deposited to his or her credit, as if such
minor were of age and such man-ied woman unmarried ; and the
check, receipt, or acquittance of such minor or married woman
shall be a sufficient discharge for the same.
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[From Pamphlet Laws of 1879.]
CHAPTER 5.
Skction 1. Whenever any savings-bank which had heretofore
or may hereafter have its deposits reduced, under the provisions
of sections twenty and twenty-one of chapter one hundred and
seventy of the General Laws, and which has kept or shall keep
all moneys deposited after such reduction, together with the
interest or dividends accruing therefrom, separate and distinct
from those previously deposited, and has kept or shall keep the
securities in which the same are invested separate and distinct
from those pertaining to the reduced deposits, and whenever in
such cases there shall be occasion for the supreme court or any
justice thereof, on application of the bank commissioners, to
enjoin such bank from doing business, and to appoint an as-
signee or assignees, under existing laws, such injunction, the
appointment of an assignee or assignees, and all other proceed-
ings therein, may, in the discretion of the court or such justice,
be made applicable only to the deposits so reduced, the interest
or dividends thereon, the securities, incomes, and assets thereof
,
and all else pertaining thereto, or applicable only to the dejiosits
made after such reduction, the interest or dividends thereon, the
securities, income, and assets thereof, and all other matters
pertaining thereto, or to both of such classes of deposits, the
securities, income, and assets thereof, and all other matters per-
taining thereto : Provided^ however, that all applications of the
bank commissioners to the court for the appointment of assignees
to close up either the old or new account shall be published in
one or more newspapers printed in the county where the bank
is situated, for the space of fifteen days previous to the hearing
of such application by the court.
Sec. 2. This act shall take effect on its passage.
Approved June 28, 1879.
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[From Pamphlet Laws of 1881.]
CHAPTER 99.
Section 1 . No treasurer or person acting as treasurer of any
Bavings-bank shall carry on or be engaged in the business of
private banking, or suffer the same to be carried on in the office
of such bank.
Sec. 2. Any person violating the provisions of this act shall,
on conviction, be punished by a fine of one thousand dollars, or
by imprisonment not more than one year, or by both, in the dis-
cretion of the court.
Approved August 19, 1881.
CHAPTER 103.
Section 1. Any bank commissioner who shall, in the annual
report of the bank commissioners, make a statement which pur-
ports to be the condition of a bank without having fully and
carefully examined said bank, or who shall make a false state-
ment of the condition of any bank with intent to deceive, shall
be subject to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or im-
prisonment not exceeding five years, for each offence.
Sec. 2. Treasurers of savings-banks shall keep their books
in such manner that the amount due each depositor may be
readily ascertained. The books of every savings-bank shall
contain the names and dates upon the notes and acceptances
owned by them, and the numbers upon their bonds and upon
their certificates of stock, so that the identity of such assets,
and the fact of ownership, and the date of purchase, can be
readily ascertained.
Sec. 3. No savings-bank shall hire money, or give the note
of such bank, except by vote of the trustees ; and all notes
given by any savings-bank shall be signed by the treasurer, and
shall be countersigned In- the president and two trustees.
Sec. 4. The trustees of savings-banks shall make a thorough
examination of the affairs of their respective banks once in every
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six months, and a report of such examinations, signed by a
committee of the trustees, shall be returned to the bank com-
missioners ; and a copy of said report shall be published by the
bank in a newspaper in the place where such bank is situated,,
or, if there be no newspaper in such place, then in a newspaper
published at the nearest place thereto.
Sec. 5. The treasurers of savings-banks shall, in making the
annual returns required by chapter sixty-five, section seven, of
General Laws, make said returns in conformity with blanks fur-
nished by the state treasurer ; and, in taxing the deposits in
savings-banks, the amount of all real estate owned by said
banks, as shown by their books, shall be deducted.
Sec. 6. Savings-banks may pay their presidents and trustees
such reasonable compensation for services rendered as they may
think just ; and ihey shall receive no commissions or emolu-
ments from any other source.
Sec. 7. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the pro-
visions of this act are hereby repealed, and this act shall take
effect upon its passage.
Approved August 19, 1<S81.
CHAPTER CLXXXVIII.
AN ACT TO IXCORPORATE THE GUARANTY SAVINGS BANK
Section
1. Corporation established.
2. May receive deposits ou terms pre-
scribed or agreed upon; and invest
and use its funds in its discretion.
3. Sliall liave a permanent {juaranty fund
;
amount and conditions tliereof.
4. May receive special deposits to con-
stitute said fund; interest and divi-
dends on deposits.
5. Special depositors to be members of
tlie corporation by virtue thereof;
rights ai)d liabilities of members.
. Officers of the corporation and their
I powers.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Gen-
eral Court convened :
Section 1. That Onslow Stearns, Nathaniel White, John
Kimball, Josiah Minot, John M. Hill, John H. Pearson, Asa
Section
6. May hold real estate.
7. First meeting, by whom and how
called.
8. Act subject to repeal.
9. Act takes effect on its passage.
10. Any savings-bank may avail itself of
the provisions of this act,—ou what
conditions.
11. Guaranty fund liable to taxation like
stock in banks ; treasurer to return
lists of depositors for that purpose.
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Fowler, Benjamin A. Kimball, Woodbridge Odliu, Edward L.
Knowlton, James R. Hill, George Jones, Mason W. Tappan,
Samuel R. Dow, John Proctor, and their associates, successors,
and assigns, are hereby made a body politic and corporate under
the name of the Guaranty Savings Bank, to be located at Con-
cord, with all the rights and privileges, and subject to all the
duties and liabilities, except so far as otherwise provided in this
charter, which by the laws of this state are incident to savings-
bank corporations.
Sec. 2. Said bank may receive deposits of money and valua-
ble securities from au}'^ person or persons on such terms and con-
ditions as may be prescribed by it or its directors, or be agreed
to by the parties making the same ; and may invest, use, and
manage the moneys deposited iu or belonging to it, in such se-
curities and stocks, and in such ways, as may be for the conven-
ience and advantage of the bank, subject, however, to the pro-
visions of section three of the act of July ninth, A. D. 1869, in
relation to savings-banks.
Sec. 3. For the better protection and security of the general
depositors of the bank, it shall provide for and have a perma-
nent guaranty fund of not less than fifty thousand dollars, with
liberty to increase the same at pleasure to not exceeding two
hundred thousand dollars. Said fund shall be kept and main-
tained as a guaranty to the general deposits for the repayment
of said deposits according to the terms and conditions thereof,
in case of any insufficiency of the assets of the bank to pay all
of its liabilities ; and the general deposits shall have precedence
of pa3mient from the assets of the bank before payment from
said assets on account of said guaranty fund. And no business
in the way of receiving general deposits shall be transacted by
the bank unless the amount of fifty thousand dollars shall then
have been provided for said guaranty fund, nor to a greater
amount of general deposits than five hundred thousand dollars,
unless the amount of one hundred thousand dollars shall then
have been provided for said fund.
Sec. 4. Special deposits may be received hy the bank to con-
stitute the guaranty fund before mentioned, which shall not be
withdrawn except by the permission of the bank, nor at any
time so as to reduce said fund below the amount required for
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the same, as hereinbefore |)rovi(led. The general deposits shall
be entitled to such rate of interest from the bank as may be pre-
scribed or agreed to, not, however, in any case to exceed the
rate of six per cent, per annum ; and the special deposits for
the guaranty fund shall not be entitled to any interest, but in-
stead thereof shall have all the net income and profits of the
bank above its expenses, the interest due to the general depos-
its as aforesaid, and all losses of the bank. And said net in-
come and profits may be divided proportionally among said
special deposits, at such times and in such wavs as the bank or
its directors may order ; provided, however, that such dividends
shall be made only when the net resources of the bank, above its
expenses, its liabilities for the general deposits, and the guar-
anty fund aforesaid, shall be sufficient to pay the same.
Sec. 5. The special depositors for the guarant}' fund, and
their assigns, shall by virtue thereof become and be members of
the corporation, and have and exercise all the rights and powers
of the same ; and said depositor being entitled to one vote for
each one hundred dollars of his said deposit. But no member
shall incur or be subject to an}' individual liability, in any case,
for any debts or liabilities of the corporation. And the manage-
ment and control of the affairs of the corporation shall be vested
in a board of not less than seven nor more than ten directors,
to be chosen by the members of the corporation. A majority
of said board, at au}' meeting duly notified, shall constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business ; and said board shall
have the power to make and establish such rules and regulations
as they may think proper for transacting and governing the
business of the corporation.
Sec. 6. Said bank may purchase and hold real estate to the
value when purchased of not exceeding forty thousand dollars
;
and may hold such amounts as may at any time be deemed ad-
visable, for the security and satisfaction of any dues to it.
Sec. 7. Any four of the six grantees first named may call
the first meeting of the corporation by notice in writing to each
grantee, or by one publication in some newspaper printed at
I
Concord at least one week before the day of meeting.
Sec. 8. The legislature may alter, amend, or repeal this act
whenever in their opinion the pulilic good shall require.
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Sec. 9. This act shall take effect on its passage.
Sec. 10. Any savings-bank that shall elect so to do by a ma-
jority of the members of the corporation present at a legal meet-
ing, duly called for that purpose, may avail itself of the provi-
sions of this act, and shall be entitled to all the rights, privileges,
and immunities conferred by this act, upon complying with all
the conditions of this act ; provided such bank so making its
election, shall file a notice thereof with the secretary of state
within thirty days after such election is made, and shall organ-
ize under said act within ninety days from the time such notice
is filed with the secretary of state.
Sec. 11. The special deposit or guaranty fund shall be
assessed and taxed in the same manner as is now by law pro-
vided for the taxation of stock in banks, and the treasurer shall
make return, on or before the fifth day of April in each year, to
the assessors of the several towns in the state in which any de-
positor in said special deposit or guaranty fund resides, and if
an}' depositor in said special deposit is not resident in the state,
then to the town where the bank is located, a list of the names
of such depositors, with the amount of their several deposits on
the first day of said month.
[Approved July 7, 1874.]
REMARKS.
There are sixty-six savings-banks in this state doing business,
and several in the hands of assignees. The deposits in the six-
ty-six banks are thirty-nine millions one hundred and twenty-
four thousand eight hundred and fourteen dollars and sixty-eight
cents (§89,124,814.(58). Their surplus is one million two hun-
dred and fifty thousand four hundred and twenty dollars and
sixty-four cents ($1,250,420.(54), and their guaranty fund one
million three hundred and sixty-three thousand two hundred
and ten dollars and thirty-two cents (81,363,210.32). The
value upon the books of the property held by these banks is forty-
two millions one hundred and twenty-six thousand two hun-
dred and fifty-one dollars and fifty-two cents (§42, 126, 251. .52).
This last amount includes three hundred eighty-seven thousand
eight hundred and five dollars and fift^^-eight cents ($387,805.58)
which the banks have realized from scaled down assets, over and
above the appraised value of said assets at the time of scal-
ing, and which will go towards restoring the amounts scaled
from deposits. As the examinations for this report commenced
earlier than for the last, the time between them is not quite a
year, yet the increase of deposits is nearly three million dollars
($2,963,627.08.) or almost half a million more than the entire
deposits in all our savings-banks thirty years ago, and the num-
ber of depositors has swelled to one hundred and thirteen thou-
sand one hundred and sixty-seven, which is almost one third of
the entire population of the state.
The amount of deposits to each depositor has more than dou-
bled since 1863, the number of depositors since 1868, the
amount to each person in the state since 1869, and the sum total
of deposits since 1870. Our general method of reaching the
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foregoing results has been the tedious one of findiug what is due
each of the 1 1 3, K! 7 depositors, and by this means sufiieient
labor will find what is the whole amount of deposits as shown by
the ledgers. The treasurers are usualh' very honest, lal)orious,
hard-worked gentlemen, who, in many instances, have not the
time to thus severely test their accounts, and not very unfre-
quently important errors are detected, for which they sincerely
thank us. In the rare instances of books intentionally falsified
this careful labor gives one familiar with bank accounts various
opportunities of detection, although the books, as in the Ashue-
lot case, may balance all right. Each item of the bank's prop-
erty is examined, taken account of, and added. To guard
against the possibility of being deceived by forged notes and
property not belonging to the banks, we have previously recom-
mended that each bank be required by law to select their trus-
tees best informed as to the bank's loans and investments, to
assist the commissioner in his examination.
"We are grateful for much valuable aid thus rendered us in
our last examinations by such bank presidents and trustees as
J. E. Sargent. W. S. Ela. Frank M. Rollins, A. S. Ballantyne,
A. H. Bixby, J. J. Pillsbury, N. S. Huntington, W. A. Berry,
J. F. Keyes, Carl E. Knight, W. H. Bailey, Charles H. Brooks,
John Legro, E. J. Tenney, Charles Burle}', Thomas Connor,
and to many others, for like services at previous examinations.
The best treasurers not only want to know that their banks are
all right, but they want their trustees to know this. However
good faith is in religion, and however much of it we may be
compelled to exercise in banking, yet trustees ought to make
sight their great dependence. When possible, seeing aione
should be believing. No inconsiderable number of worthy men
are now deeply regretting that they had not, as trustees, de-
pended less upon faith and more upon sight and knowledge,
and thus kept their banks, their treasurers, and their depositors
out of the ditch.
In obtaining all of the foregoing results, the items for each
bank were taken at the date of its examination by the commis-
sioners. The statements i-elating to scaled down banks, made
toward the close of these remarks, are brought up to date of
going to press. The relative importance of the savings-banks
Bank Commissioners^ Report. 197
may perhaps be better realized b}' recalling that the live stock
of this state is valued at less than ten million dollars ; that the
cotton factories cost only twenty millions : that the farms of
the seven counties of Rockingham, Strafford, Belknap, Carroll,
Cheshire. Sullivan, and Coos are valued at forty-two and a half
millions ; that the entire property taxed in this state is less than
two hundred and twenty-eight million dollars, and then reflect
that the estimated value of the property held by the savings-
banks is strong forty-three million dollars, or between one fifth
and one sixth of the entire taxable property of the state.
Rockingham county produces in round numbers one million
eight hundred and fifty-two thousand dollars' worth, or fourteen
per cent, of the farm products of the state
;
3^et, with fifteen
millions of dollars invested in five thousand two hundred and
sixty-six farming establishments, employing as many families
with their hired help, and expending about twenty-five thousand
dollars annually for commercial fertilizers, the entire gross pro-
ductions of these farms are little more in amount than the net
income of these banks in an ordinary year at the present low
rate of interest. This great income, so widely distributed
among nearly one third of the entire population of the state,
may well gladden the heart of every philanthropist.
The last was a year of very general and uniform, but not of
great, prosperity with the banks. No one failed ; no one was
sealed down : no one met with any great loss, and no one failed
to make some dividend. The premiums upon the stocks and
bonds owned by them depreciated about seventy-five thousand
dollars. The dividends were a little diminished from the pre-
ceding year, ten banks paying .5 per cent., four paying 4^ per
cent., forty-nine paying 4 per cent., and two paying 2 per
cent. ; and with this diminution of dividends they slirunk their
surplus S49,241.84, but they increased their guaranty fund
$201,556.54. Taking into account the shrinkage of §75,000 in
the market value of their stocks and bonds, and the §49,241.84
in the amount of their surplus, and the great increase in their
deposits, it is seen that the banks have lost very little in strength
during the past year, and that they paid fully as large dividends
as their net income allowed. We believe only four small extra
dividends have been made during the last three vears.
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During the past 3'ear one treasurer, who for many years stood
high as a trusted, hard-working, and excellent officer, was com-
pelled to leave his position on acconnt, as is stated, of using
some of the bank's funds for his own purposes. No one doubts
his intention to restore the money thus taken. The action of
the president and trustees was prompt, and is warmly com-
mended. The bank sustained no loss. We mention this sad
case with deep-felt sorrow, and our only motive in so doing is to
enforce the idea that the deposits in a savings-bank are a sacred
trust, and that treasurers must so regai'd them. All clerks or
other assistants in banks should distinctly understand that it is
their dut}' to at once inform the president and trustees of auy
irregularity in the bank.
During the year the assets belonging to the old accounts of
the Francestown Savings-Bank have been delivered to J. C.
Campbell, Esq., of Hillsborough, as assignee. The cut-down
of the Rollinsford Savings-Bank has been restored in full, and a
partial restoration has been made in the ''cut-down" of the
deposits of the Dover Five Cents Savings-Bank. His Honor
Judge Stanley and the bank commissioners acted in each of
these cases.
The law-suit of the Union Five Cents Savings-Bank of Exe-
ter, for the recovery of six thousand dollars of bonds which
came into the possession of a Boston firm during the treasurer-
ship of Geo, E. Lane, remains unsettled. The savings-banks
at this time have few important law-suits on hand.
UEAL ESTATE LOANS AND FORECLOSURES.
For several years mortgages upon real estate seem to have
been the favorite investments for savings-banks. Then stocks
and l)onds, together with loans upon personal and collateral
notes, were largely taken. In 18G4 the largest savings-bank in
the state held no notes, except a few for loans to towns. Its
investments were chiefly in national, state, city, and county
bonds. Three causes operated against real estate loans, viz.,
(1) the usury law ; (2) the lack of prompt payments ; and (3)
the difficulty in selling foreclosed real estate, to say nothing of
the dislike to foreclose and its uecessarv trouble. Several of
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the banks lost quite heavily upon real estate loans. Their worst
showing in this respect was in 1881, when their real estate loan
was ten millions eight hundred forty-one thousand two hundred
and three dollars ($10,841,203.26), and their foreclosed real es-
tate one million one thousand one hundred and thirteen dollars
($1,001,1 lo.f)!). Now, with a real estate loan of fourteen mill-
ions four hundred thirty-four thousand two hundred and fifty-
two dollars ($14,434,252.90) their foreclosed real estate is only
seven hundred fifty-three thousand three hundred and eighty
dollars ($753,380.05). This is a great improvement, which
we trust will be still greatly improved. The Massachusetts
savings-banks have foreclosed real estate to the amount of
$7,201,605.50, and a real estate loan of over eighty-six million
dollars. Rhode Island, with forty-eight millions of deposits,
has real estate loans of eighteen millions, and real estate
amounting to a little over three and one third million dollars.
How much of this was acquired by foreclosure is not stated.
Many of the New Hampshire savings-banks have much loaned
upon Western farm mortgages. The foreclosures upon these
have been few. The principal and interest have been promptly
paid. When foreclosures upon Western farms have been made,
the loss generally has been light. In quite a number of in-
stances the foreclosed Western farm has been sold by the bank
at a profit. This is rarely enough the case with foreclosures in
this state and Massachusetts. The truth seems to be that both
Eastern and Western mortgages are safe when the men who make
the loans are honest and careful, and exercise good judgment
;
and surely no others ever ought to loan the money of savings-
banks, either at home or abroad. Trustees ought to be very
careful about the character of Western men who loan the funds
of their banks upon property of which they (the trustees) know
nothing.
A BRIEF REVIEW.
The bank commissioners' report for 1874 contains the state--
ments of sixty-four savings-banks. Twenty-two of these failed
or were scaled down, and a few others i)assed one or more div-
idends. Suoh a showing ought never again to be permitted.
Too much wickedness, too much carelessness, too much unwis-
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dom. and altogether too much loss accompanied these disasters.
The executive, the legislature, the bank commissioners, and the
trustees may well stud}' the facts connected with these disasters
in order to avoid their repetition. In the first place, the '' times
had been sadly out of joint." From the commencement of the
Rebellion there had been a great rush of business. Those
promises of dollars, called paper money, increased during the
war from two hundred million dollars or less in the whole coun-
try to some seven hundred millions, mostly in the lo^'al states.
Never since the '' paper money" of the Revolution became too
plenty and worthless to circulate, had money (so-called) been so
plenty, or, of course, so cheap. In l.SGO the savings-banks held
four millions eight hundred and sixty thousand dollars of de-
posits, and a dollar was then equivalent to 4124- grains of silver,
or 25 8-10 grains of gold, each 9-10 fine. But the promises of
dollars, called paper money, were printed and put in circulation
so rapidly, and in such quantities, that these '' paper dollars"
became worth in the markets only 10 32-100 grains of gold.
These cheap dollars flowed into the savings-banks with a rush
unprecedented, and in the dozen years from 18G1 to 1873 swell-
ed the deposits from five million to twenty-nine million dollars.
Those who hired dollars of the savings-banks January 1, 18G2,
and paid December of the same year, paid the banks in dollars
worth about 25 per cent, less than the dollars they had of the
bank. In 18(53 the money loaned b}^ the banks in January, and
paid in December, was paid in dollars worth less than the cheap
ones borrowed, by some 12 or 15 per cent. This continued till
the culmination was reached in July, 18(U, when two hundred
and eighty-five " dollars " in paper brought only one hundred in
gold ; but their stocks and bonds rose with the increased
amount of money. To this time the banks of course lost heavily
by the depreciation of the money from the time they made a
loan to tlie time of its payment. But money was so plenty that
few failed to pay the banks their notes. From July, 18(54, the
value of the pai)er money rose till January, 18(56, when it took
about one dollar and thirty-six cents of " paper money " to buy
a gold dollar.
During 1866 " paper money " appreciated about 5 percent. It
changed little during 1867 and 1868 : gained in value consider-
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ably in 1809 and 1870 : and in 1878 a " paper dollar" and a gold
dollar became of the same market valne. Generally the people
succeeded well all the time after July, 18C4, in paying their
hired dollars in dollars of more value till September, 1873, when
the strain became too great, and a general breaking occurred.
At this time not only did many of the securities owned by the
banks shrink very much in market value, but those indebted to
the banks began to fail. Thoughtful men knew that a financial
storm nnist come, but could not accurately predict its time. The
legislature in previous years made provision for the banks to
divide all their surplus each two years. The banks that followed
out this unfortunate law closely ever owed an amount equal to
their entire assets, or very nearly so. Some boards of trustees
were more wisely cautious, and remembered that self-preserva-
tion, and the safety of their depositors' funds, were fundamental
principles by which they must be guided. No one would con-
sider a man or business firm financially sound whose debts
equalled the full amount of their assets, and these assets not in
cash already collected, but in debts due. No one would think
of giving to such a firm the prestige and privileges of a savings-
bank, and making it the custodian of the money of an hundred
thousand people, amounting to many millions of dollars. Yet
such seems to have been the spirit of the law. Apprehending an
approaching financial crisis, and wishing the banks to strengthen
themselves, the commissioners in 1873 warned them against
large dividends. One of the commissioners at that time, having
found the Dover Five Cents Savings-Bank insolvent, and fearing
that others were so, and knowing that several were too weak to
stand much of a panic, i)ro])osed the scaling down law, but in
this was not supported. In September, 1873, the financial crash
came, causing nation-wide disasters. The stocks and bonds
owned by the banks shrunk greatly in value. Many owing the
banks failed. Had every savings-bank in July, 1873, divided
all of its apparent surplus, all, with few or no exceptions, had
been insolvent before the end of that year. Fortunately for the
savings-banks, their generally excellent conduct for half a cen-
tury had established for them such a good character that their
depositors were slow to withdraw their deposits. Yet the bank
report of 1874 showed that, for the first time probably since
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1837 (with a trifling exception in 1858), the amount of deposits
had decreased. Including the dividends, the amount withdrawn,
from September, 1873, to June 1, 1874, was probably more than
two millions. Such were the withdrawals and the scaling down
of the banks, that the>^ did not attain to the amount of their de-
posits in 1873 till 1<S81. In these years probably more than
eleven millions of dollars were taken from these banks,—more
than was deposited with them. This continued demand upon
these banks, when many who owed them failed, and when their
stocks and bonds were so depreciated in value, was more than
many of them could be expected to bear. Fearing that large
depositors are a dangerous class to savings-banks, we would
like to know how much of the deposits withdrawn belonged to
the comparatively wealthy, who thought they saw chances to do
better with their funds, and compelled the savings-banks to sell
securities at a sacrifice to gratify their greed ? Would it not be
well to limit the amount which a single depositor may have in a
savings-bank ? The English parliament, the Massachusetts leg-
islature, and the legislatures of some other states, we think,
have passed laws limiting the amount for which any one deposi-
tor shall receive dividends.
The defaulting treasurers at Concord and Exeter helped to
shake the confidence in the savings-banks, and made it worse
for them. A large amount was undoubtedly withdrawn, from
lack of confidence in the banks. But undoubtedly some millions
were withdrawn by those who needed their money during these
years of depression ; and the good done by the wise and prudent
banks by having safely kept the savings of the poor during their
prosperous years, and paying them in their years of need, is
very great indeed. Next to Christianity and the common
school, we believe the savings-bank the institution which has
done the poor the most good.
THE LEGISLATION OF 1874.
In the spring of 1874 the bank commissioners recommended
a reversal of the idea that the savings-banks should divide
all of their apparent surplus, and that they be compelled to ac-
cumulate a guarantv fund, and also recommended the scaling
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down law. Fortunately, that year one of the commissioners
found among his fellow-members of the legislature some of the
best bankers in the state, and these ideas were with great unan-
imity embodied in law. This legislation of 1874 has, we think,
by nine years' trial, proved itself the most important ever made
relating to our savings-bnnks. with the single exception of granting
them tlieir charters. Notwithstanding the long-continued " hard
times," the banks have already accumulated a guaranty fund
amounting to one million three hundred sixty-three thousand
two hundred ten dollars thirty-two cents ($1 ,o63,210.3-2 ) . Not-
withstanding some mistakes in applying the scaling-down law,
the following statements show its beneficent work. This law
provides, that, when a savings-bank's property is less than what
it owes its depositors, a judge of the supreme court and the
bank commissioners should appraise the property of the bank,
and finding what per cent, the bank can pay, reduce each per-
son's deposit so that each may have what belongs to him and no
more. If afterwards the property brings more than its appraisal,
this appreciation is to be divided equally among those whose de-
posits were reduced.
The bank report of 1874 contains the statements of sixty-four
savings-banks. Twenty-two of these failed outright or were
scaled down before 1882. Alleged defalcation ruined three of
these. The first of these occurred late in 1872, the first suspi-
cion of wrong being the disappearance of the treasurer. The
next one confessed to his trustees, and was permitted to escape.
The third was detected by a bank commissioner, and upon his
complaint was sent to the state-prison, where he is now. The
aggregate amount of deficiencies in these three cases was about
$2r)0,000. The Kearsarge was a new bank which run a few
years, was then scaled down, and afterwards sold out to Hon.
W. E. Chandler, who is understood to have paid the depositors
in full and closed the bank. The City of Manchester was scaled
and settled up. This report shows that various others are in
hands of assignees, as is the Derry Savings-Bank, of which there
is no report ; but Hon. J. P. Newell, the assignee, writes me
that its affairs are nearlv settled.
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EFFECTS OF THE SCALING DOWN LAW.
A list of nine scaled down banks, showing their deficiencies
in assets, as appraised b}' the court and bank commissioners, to
pay their depositors :
The deficiency in assets of the
Ashland Savings-Bank, $14,206,53
" " Wolfeborough " 24,446.42
'' " Dover Five Cents '' 113,127.62
" " Milford Five Cents " 47,358.28
" " Norway Plains " 92,509.71
" " Penacook '^ 85,723.00
" " Rollinsford •' 191,386.59
" " Somersworth, - 130,653.40
" " Francestown '^ 22,400.00
Total, $721,811.55
But for the legislation of 1874 these banks must have been
put into the hands of assignees and closed up. Had these
banks been put into hands of assignees and the loss proved only
$721,811.55, the depositors would undoubtedly have considered
themselves fortunate. The result to other banks must have been
disastrous. But the scaling down law enabled the banks with-
out the least extra expense to continue their business and to
manage their own affairs, to hold their depressed stocks and
bonds till their value appreciated, collect their slow notes at the
most favorable opportunities, and dispose of their foreclosed real
estate as they could find purchasers ; and by these means the
banks have made gains and restored losses to depositors as fol-
lows :
LOSSES ALREADY RESTORED.
The Milford Five Cents Savings-Bank has restored
of its estimated loss, $18,944.83
The Dover Five Cents Savings-Bank has restored
of its estimated loss, ..... 35,000.00
The Penacook Savings-Bank has restored of its
estimated loss, ...... 42,861.50
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The Norway Plains Savings-Baiik has restored of
its estimated loss, $92,509.71
The Rollinsford Savings-Bank has restored of its
estimated loss. ...... 191,380.59
Making total savings already restored, $380,702.63
The Norway Plains and Rollinsford, it will be noticed, have
restored their losses in full. The others have already funds on
i














Making a grand total of savings for the depositors in these nine
banks of five hundred ninety-one thousand two hundred fifty
dollars ninety-seven cents ($591,250.97). In one instance
$14,000 of bonds owned by a bank were at the time of scaling
down selling for two per cent, or less : they have since been
sold by the bank for about 80 i)er cent.
Thus it is seen that in these nine banks an adjudged loss of
seven hundred twenty-one thousand eight hundred eleven dol-
lars fifty-five cents ($721,811.55) has under the scaling down
law been converted into a loss of onW one hundred thirty thou-
sand five hundred sixty dollars fifty-eight cents ($130,560.58) ;
and some further gains are confidently expected, especially in
the Wolfeborough Savings-Bank. The Milford Five Cents Sav-
ings-Bank was robbed, which was perhaps its chief trouble.
The Mechanics' Savings-Bank of Nashua, and the City of
Manchester, were scaled down, but their securities continued to
depreciate, and the calls of depositors for their funds were such
that these two banks found themselves unable to realize for
their assets the amount at which the court and bank commis-
sioners appraised them, and hence the depositors did not receive
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quite as much as was expected. The Ashland and Squamscott
are expected to restore quite a per cent, of their cut down.
The state is receiving about four thousand dollars a year in taxes
upon the amounts saved by the scaling down law. and will soon
receive six thousand dollars.
TAXATION.
The tax of one per cent, upon the deposits of the savings-
banks equals, as will be seen by examination of this report, about
one fourth of their net income. Are any other corporations in
the state taxed as high ? This is more than the savings-banks
are taxed in any other Xew England state, and, so far as we are
informed, more than they are taxed in any other state in this
country. It was estimated as long ago as 1876 that more than
ten millions of dollars belonging to people in this state was
deposited in the savings-banks of Massachusetts, where the tax
upon savings-banks is now one half of what it is here. If ten
millions of dollars of Xew Hampshire money is in the Massa-
chusetts savings-banks instead of being in our own. this state
of course loses one hundred thousand dollars annually in taxes
on this account. New Hampshire depositors ought to deposit
in the savings-banks of this state. If we can prevent defalca-
tions and bad management in these banks, and if we do not tax
them too much, there will be no reason why this flow of deposits
to Massachusetts shall not stop. The true way to get a large
amount of tax from the savings-banks is to guard them so
strictly as to secure good management and honesty, and then
treat them so kindly that they shall grow.
A SUGGESTION'.
One of the saddest facts relating to this state is the depopu-
lation of the farming towns. The farms in many districts have
diminished in value, and many of them have been deserted.
Cheap through freight and a fertile soil enable the Western
farmer to successfully compete with his New Hampshire brother
in supplying not only his home market, but to no inconsiderable
extent his own table. Seventy-one thousand of the sons and
dausfhters born in this state are now livino; outside of its bor-
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ders. While in ten years our entire [jopiilation gained nine per
cent., our foreign born increased fifty per cent. : in other words,
our cities increase, our farming towns decrease. The glory or
shame of any state is its people. The farming towns seem to
be the natural birthplace of great men. No president of the
United States, no great leader of our armies, no governor of
our state, and ver}' few great congressmen were born in cities.
To encourage manufactories and the building of railroads large
tax-exemptions are granted. Capitalists hire money much cheap-
er than the farmers can. To encourage farming, I would suggest
that savings-banks making loans u])on mortgages of New Hamp-
shire farms (in no one instance exceeding fifteen hundred dol-
lars) at five per cent, per annum, should ]>e exempted from the
state tax upon the amount thus loaned. Should Your Excel-
lency and the legislature favor the suggestion and apply it to
money loaned by these banks upon mortgage of any New-Hamp-
shire homestead, I should not object, for the owning of homes
by the people generally is a most desirable object, and tends
greatly to promote the general welfare and prosperity of the
state
.
BANKS IN THE HANDS OF ASSIGNEES.
We find the law entirely silent as to exemption from exam-
ination by commissioners of savings-banks which are in the
hands of assignees. The law reads thus : " Once at least in
each year, and as much oftener as the governor may direct, an
examination shall be made into the condition of every bank in
the state." As I understand this subject, the authority over a
bank in the hands of an assignee has simply passed from a
board of trustees to a judge, while the custody of the funds has
passed from a treasurer to an assignee. The judge is no more
responsible to the owners of the funds than were the trustees.
The law requires two examinations of the bank's affairs by the
trustees, and a published report of each. Of the judge, no
examinations and no report are required. Cashiers of banks
are required to publish reports of their banks, but assignees are
not. A I> is treasurer or cashier of a bank, and while such,
examinations must l)e made and reports published ; but his
bank gets into trouble or is to close business, and the same A
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B or some one else is appointed assignee, and these examina-
tions and reports cease, although the creditors and the general
public may be more interested to know about the bank's affairs,
its prospects and its management, than ever before. Were
assignees infallible, the depositors would be interested to know
about the affairs of their bank ; but history does not teach us
that they are nearer infallible, either in wisdom or integrity, than
are cashiers, treasurers, and other gentlemen of good reputa-
tion. The attorney-general, upon being applied to, gave it as
his opinion that banks in hands of assignees should be exam-
ined by the bank commissioners, but it had never been done in
this state, and one of the bank commissioners dissented. The
subject was mentioned to his excellenc}' the governor, but the
commissioners received no instruction, and the banks in
hands of assignees have not been examined by them. The as-
signees claim, and I think correctly, that they are under no ob-
ligation to report to the bank commissioners, but have generally
consented to make brief statements, which are a part of this
report. 1 think the commissioners ought to examine banks in
hands of assignees, and report them as other banks are reported.
These remarks are made on general principles, and with the
highest respect for the judges of our courts and the assignees of
our banks.
FAILING SAVINGS-BAXKS.
When the depositors' money in any savings-bank has been so
unfortunately or wrongfully used that the bank must be either
scaled down or fail, we recommend that the bank commissioners
give notice, and investigate the condition of the bank, its man-
agement, and the causes of its losses ; that the commissioners
have the power to send for persons and papers, and to examine
the books of any other bank ; that in such examination they
shall have the assistance of the solicitor for the county in which
the bank is located, if they think his services needed ; and that
they shall make a report, and cause it to be published in the two
papers which have the largest circulation in the county, and
also put it in their next bank report. We think it no more than
right that depositors should know why and how their hard earned
Bank Commissioners^ Report. 209
money was lost, and whose fault it was. " Let no guilty' man
escape " punishment, or meritorious ones credit.
CLOSING OF BANKS.
Savings-banks are liable to have deposits for whom no own-
ers can be found. We found in one of our old banks some
twelve or fifteen hundred dollars (trusting memory for amount)
in small sums, for which the trustees believe no owners could
be found. We suggest that assignees and treasurers of savings-
banks, at the end of one or two years after making their final divi-
dend to depositors, be required to hand over to the state treas-
urer all moneys remaining in their hands, with all the informa-
tion they have as to the owners thereof ; and that the same be
kept by the state, and paid to the owners thereof upon proper
evidence.
BOOK-KEEPING.
The methods of book-keeping in the savings-banks vary ex-
ceedingly. In some instances it is not only bad, but deficient.
The law requires the commissioners to report the par value, the
cost to the bank, and the market value of the stocks and bonds
held by each bank : and yet some well kept banks charge off to
profit and loss all that they pay for stocks and bonds above par,
and it is in such instances a difl3cult and tedious job to find what
they cost. In these banks, and in some others, it is difficult to
find out what is their income during the year. The best system,
made obligatory upon the banks from the first, would have saved
treasurers and bank commissioners much useless labor. Several
have, at our suggestion, made great improvements, and find
their work so much less and their accounts so much better, that
they greatly thank us. The books of all savings-banks ought to
show iu the readiest manner the cost of each and every stock
and bond held by them. Some of the banks' books are models
of perfection.
UECORDS AND CLERKS.
The records in many of the banks have been very deficient.
Perhaps lawyers would say there are no records where the clerk
14
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was not sworn ; and this was found quite too often to be the
fact. Proof that the notice of their annual meeting was correct
;
that it was duly published or sent to corporators ; that they at
the time and place indicated met in sufficient numbers ; that they
were called to order, and formally balloted for the various offi-
cers ; that the whole number of votes was so many : that
certain named persons each received so many votes, and were
declared elected respectively to such and such offices ; and that
the oath of office as clerk was administered to A B by C D,
justice of the peace, are among the items too often omitted.
Some are very finely kept. At last examination we found much
improvement.
GUARAXTT FUXD.
Amid the financial wreck and ruin of 1874 we were so anx-
ious to strengthen the banks by securing a guaranty fund, that
the use of that fund when obtained was not pointed out. As
stated, the fund is now $1,363,210.32. The law requires each
savings-bank to add ten per cent, of its net earnings each year
to this fund, and there drops the matter. For what purpose is
this fund created, and how and when may it be used ? The law
gives no answers. We suggest, that, instead of the present
method of accumulating this fund, each bank be required to
carry on the first Monday of each July to its guaranty fund a
sum equal to four mills for each dollar of its deposits, and that
for this purpose each bank shall open an account with its guar-
anty fund similar to accounts with depositors. The first use of
the bank's earnings or surplus shall be to make good the losses ;
and its second use, to make dividends. When a bank has used
its surplus as just stated, and its depositors cannot receive three
per cent, dividends for the year, then thirty per cent, of the
security fund may be used to help make up losses, and a divi-
dend of three per cent, for the year ; that in the same way,
if needed, one half of said fund may be used in order that
depositors receive two per cent, for the year ; and in the same
manner the whole of said fund may be used, in order that the
depositors may have one per cent, dividend for the year. Of
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course all of the guaranty fund is to follow the surplus if need-
ed in making up losses, for these should be made good before
dividends are declared. Thus accumulating and using the guar-
anty fund, we would let it increase till it equalled eight per cent,
of the bank deposits. So long as nature sometimes gives us
such a year as 181G. and nations are subject to wars and to
financial disasters, like those of 1837, 1857, and 1878, one
hundred and eight dollars of assets to one hundred dollars of
indebtedness is not too much to secure the safety of the sav-
ings of people of moderate means in banks compelled to invest
niillious in the fluctuating stocks and bonds of the times.
treasurers' bonds.
These bonds have given the commissioners no little study and
care. They number nearly eighty. The wording of them is
very varied. In order to decide upon their validity, the bank
charters, the by-laws, the records of the bank, and the various
court decisions have to be examined. We are of the opinion
that probably for the fift}' years previous to 1880 there had
been no time when at least one half of these bonds were not
worthless. In no instance, so far as we know, has the full
amount of the bond been collected. In writing and accepting
these bonds, eminent lawyers overlooked the fact that a bond
in common form bound the bondsmen for onW one year when
the officer was elected annually. Some charters require the
treasurer to be elected annually ; some by-laws require it
;
and in some instances where not required by either of these, the
corporators or the trustees had regularly or occasionally re-
elected their treasurer. These occasional reelections are
troublesome. As a specimen we give this : We read the char-
ter, and found no requirement for an annual election of treas-
urer. We read many pages of by-laws and amendments, and
found nothing requiring the treasurer's annual election. The
president and treasurer both thought the treasurer had not been
reelected, but neither was certain. The records for the last
year or two showed no reelection. I thought the bond good ;
yet, wishing to be sure, I read the records back for a goodly
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number of years, aud found a reelection of the treasurer very
briefly recorded. Both president aud treasurer doubted the cor-
rectness of the record, though made by the latter. As the date
of reelection was later than the date of the bond, I felt compelled
to ask for a new bond. These annual elections of treasurers aud
the various wordings of the bonds give rise to many law ques-
tions. My chief remedy for this great ditticulty with these
bonds is the amendment of the charters of the savings-banks.
Several of the savings-banks, unintentionally as we believe,
violated their charters in various particulars, some neglecting
the annual election of treasurer when it is required by their
charter, thus raising other questions as to the validity of treas-
urers' bonds. The decision in the long contested case of as-
.siguees of the Carroll County Savings-Bank v. the bondsmen of
its treasurer, is looked for with interest. Make bonds certain,
and prevent contention.
In the pending suit of the assignee of the Asliuelot Savings
Sank V. The Bondsmen of Ellery Albee, important points of law
may be decided. Albee had furnislied a new bond each year.
A few decisions are so important to presidents and trustees that
we quote as follows, viz. :
" In an annual office, the official bond covers the official year
only." Dover v. Twomhly, 42 N. H. 59.
" Where the term of office is limited to a certain period, the
official bond, if nothing appear to the contrary, will be presumed
to be intended to cover only that term." Exeter Bank v. Rogers^
7 N. H. 35.
Tliose who examine the case of Dover v. Twombly, 42 N. H.
59, may be surprised to find how nigh impossible it is to use
language explicit enough to hold the bondsmen more than a year,
if the office is an annual one. Some charters require annual
election of treasurer, where such elections have not been held.
The same in regard to by-laws. Some treasurers are annually
elected where it is not thus required. Hence many questions
arise. I would bring all bonds of treasurers under this decision,
viz.,—" If an office be held at the will of the appointing power,
the official bond, if nothing appear to the contrary, will be cou-
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strued to cover all the time the officer shall hold his office under
the appointment." Exeter Bank v. Rogers, 7 N. H. 34.
Would it not be well to relieve a bondsman from being fur-
ther bound upon the bond of a savings-bank treasurer after
three months notice in writing from the bondsman to the presi-
dent, trustees, treasurer, and the other bondsmen that he should
withdraw? In such a case a new bond should be secured. And
would it not be well to require a new bond upon the death of a
bondsman, or upon any one of them becoming bankrupt? After
having so long failed to collect such heavy bonds as are now
required, would it not be wise to require smaller bonds, and make
sure that they would be paid if forfeited, and that without years
of legal contention? ^Yhen trustees are bondsmen for the treas-
urer, will they collect the bond?
CHARTERS.
The charters of the savings-banks appear to me extremely
defective. I find nothing in many charters to prevent a savings-
bank from coming into the hands of a very few persons, even
into the hands of one corporator. The first charter I happen to
take up provides in amount as follows, viz. :
Sec. 1. Certain persons are constituted the corporators of a
savings-bank, with power to elect associates.
Sec. 2. May receive, manage, and pay out deposits.
Sec. 3. May purchase a stated amount of real estate and fore-
close mortgages.
Sec. 4. Shall not issue bills ; shall not pay officers except
treasurer.
Sec. 5. May make by-laws.
Sec. 6. Books shall be open to inspection of certain parties.
Sec. 7. A, B, and C may call first meeting.
Sec. 8. This act take effect from passage.
I tliink this ciiarter fully as good as the average. How defi-
cient ! What legal safetv to depositors ?
The number of corporators in a similar charter is only six.
By neglect, designed or otherwise, to elect corporators, what law
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is there to prevent a savings-bank with such a charter from
coming into the hands of one man, however legally or otherwise
irresponsible ? Perhaps this did occur in the Ashuelot Saviugs-
Bank, which had held no legal meeting for twenty or more
years.
It has been said of certain noble Pagans that they were much
better than their gods, and no doubt these corporators were bet-
ter than their charters. But good men will neither justify bad
gods nor bad bank charters, nor desire them as their rulers and
guides. These six corporators, more or less, are. as I under-
stand it. permitted but not compelled to elect additional corpo-
rators. How soon might such a bank without violation of the
letter of the law be in the hands of one man I President and
trustees are not mentioned in the charter, and I recall no law
that requires them to elect either. The General Laws would
compel them to have a clerk. If the corporators with such a
charter chose so to do, might they not give the entire control of
the bank into the hands of one of their number as trustee?
Might not the one or the few trustees loan all the funds to their
friends, or even themselves, and depositors lose all, and no one
be responsible?
When corporators invest their own money in their corporation,
it mav be sufficient to grant such loose charters permitting cor-
porators to do certain essential acts ; but where the corporators
put none of their funds into the corporation they manage, they
should be compelled to perform those necessary acts. The law
permits a man to manage his own estate : but when it puts the
property of a neighbor into his hands to manage or to adminis-
ter upon, bonds, inventories, and oaths are required. (Perhaps
I ought to say, unless he gets such a savings-bank charter.) The
more these charters are examined the more I think their deficien-
cies will be appreciated.
It is desirable on the part of examiners, and we should think
on the part of all interested, that the savings-bank charters
should be in essentials alike. We see not a single advantage
in having them vary. Wnat objection to having a savings-
bank code, and permitting certain responsible persons, desig-
nated by the legislature in each case, to do a savings-bank
business under it? Uniform charters would amount to this.
I
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Then wh}' not have the M'-laws uniform? These would make
them a part of the code. Then commissioners and all other
examiners would be saved the labor of examining sixty-six
charters, and, what is worse, sixts'-six sets of by-laws, often so
scattered, altered from time to time, and amended, that it is a
task. Then have a legalized form of bond for the treasurer.
A great deal of time and study would be saved, and undoubt-
edly some law-suits prevented. If the legislature cannot at this
session perfect such a code, making all charters, by-laws, and
treasurers' bonds alike, I would respectfull}' suggest that it ap-
point a committee to report such at the session of the legisla-
ture in 188.3. But I hope it can be done at this session. We
suggest that (1) the number of corporators after the next an-
nual meeting of any savings-bank shall not be less than seven-
teen ; (2) that no new corporators in any savings-bank shall
be elected when their number reaches twenty-five ; (3) that
they shall reside in this state, and three fourths of them within
five miles of the bank ; (4) that it shall take a majority of cor-
porators to transact business ; (5) that they shall elect trustees ;
(0) that the trustees shall be elected annually, and shall be sworn,
and not number less than seven nor more than eleven
; (7) that
a majority of trustees shall constitute a quorum ; (8) that the
trustees shall annually elect a president and vice-president, and
such committees as they think proper, and at least one person
to assist the bank commissioner in examining their bank ; (9)
that the treasurer shall be clerk of the corporation, of the
trustees, and of the committee of investment (of not less than
three where there is such committee) , and shall be sworn as
treasurer and as clerk, and shall keep the records of the corpo-
ration, of the trustees, and of investing committee, and shall
notify corporation meetings by written or printed notice duly
directed and mailed to each corporator, not less than eight nor
more than twelve days before the day of meeting, which notice
shall duly state the time, place, and objects of the meeting ;
(10) that the election of new members of the corporation, of
the president, and of the trustees shall be by ballot, and no
one shall be elected unless he receive a majority when a quo-
rum is present and voting
; (11) a treasurer shall be elected by
the trustees bv ballot, and no one shall be elected unless he
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receive the votes of a majority of all the trustees at a legally
notified meeting for that purpose ; and he shall give a bond, and
shall hold his otiices of treasurer and of clerk during the will
and pleasure of the trustees; (12) the trustees and investing
committee shall regulate the method of notifying their meetings
;
(13) no treasurer shall be indebted to the bank of which he is
treasurer unless upon his official bond ; (14) corporators who
are not trustees mas' hire money the same as other parties.
These fourteen suggestions are intended to correct what I deem
defects found in various charters. I know it would be just as
well to have some of these items in the General Laws, or even
in the banks' by-laws, but if charters are made uniform in their
provisions, they might perhaps as well be in the charters (or
general savings-bank code, for this is what similar charters
would amount to) as anywhere else. Suggestion fourteen is
made because certain charters prohibit loans to corporators, and
are generally violated.
CHARTER OF GUARANTY SAVINGS-BANK.
This remarkable charter, under which no bank so far as I
know ever went into operation, contains a general law, Iw which
it seems intended to grant the power to corporators or trustees
to change any and every savings-bank in the state into the
hands of stockholders, who may take the banks, and pa}' their
depositors in dividends what they promise, and keep the rest.
We apprehend no evil from it
;
yet it is of no use to have a law,
if it be law, of such great moment to the owners of many mill-
ion dollars of deposits, especially since there is a surplus of
great amount in the banks lying loose outside the general laws
and generally unknown.
VARIOUS SUGGESTIONS.
We firmly believe that with wise laws proper state officers
can, by working with the good men connected with the savings-
banks, almost entirely prevent the recurrence of failures, defal-
cations, and deficiencies. We need say nothing of the labor of
commissioners to those who consider the new method of exami-
nation, the number of depositors, and the amount of deposits,
and the great number of matters to be examined into.
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We would repeat various suggestions made in previous re-
ports. The savings-banks, loaning millions upon real estate,
should be exempted from the operation of the last clause of
section 7, chapter 147, General Laws, which requires the fore-
closed real estate of the banks to be sold within two years from
the time of perfecting title. Had this law been enforced, the
stockholders of the '^ Trust and Guaranty" of Portsmouth, and
the depositors in the RoUinsford and other savings-banks, must
have been severe losers. The judgment of good trustees is
better than a law to decide when to sell.
RESTRICTION.
The unlimited range of investments allowed by the law of 1881
will, I fear, cause losses in some cases to the less experienced
banks. How well I remember meeting one of the best men in
our state, a savings-bank president and quite extensive business
man, when he was exulting over the purchase of certain bonds
for his bank. He had been made by shrewd sellers to believe
that he was let into the inner facts relating to those bonds. I
told him that it was too risky an investment for a savings-bank.
The bank lost. I fear such cases may again occur. I say noth-
ing of inducements that may be offered. I think that the expe-
rience of half a century has convinced the best savings-bank man-
agers in the New England and Middle states that some restric-
tion as to what the funds of these banks should be invested in
is, upon the whole, best. Restriction is undoubtedly unneces-
sary with many boards of trustees, and so are the thou-shalt-
nots of the ten commands of God to those who are wise and
good enough without them.
TRUSTEES AND BANK REPORTS.
Each trustee ought to be interested in and to know something
about his bank. He ought always, and in most cases he does,
give time and thought enough each year to his bank to pa}^ for
many bank reports ; and not only depositors but the state is
under great obligations to trustees for their unpaid labor. We
want each trustee to be even more interested, and to know more
about his and the other savings-banks. We suggest that an ex-
tra number of the bank commissioners' report be published, and
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that each trustee of a savings-bank be furnished with a copy.
We think that every corporator ought to have a copy, in order
that he may have a better idea of how the trustees whom he
helps elect discharge their duties. Surel}', since the savings-banks
pay eleven hundred dollars a day taxes, it pays to excite an in-
terest in and to diffuse information regarding them.
NEW SAVINGS-BANKS.
We hope no charter will be granted except in case where a
bank is needed, and where honest and capable men will have the
management. In such a case as that at East Northwood, where
a few gentlemen subscribed an hundred dollars to pay for the
charter, and nothing is paid for taking care of the bank, but
the labor is given for the sole good of the depositors, and capa-
ble men manage it, we would grant a charter and pay back the
hundred dollars as soon as it was well started. We would not
make good people pay for the opportunit}^ to do good, or for an
hundred dollars authorize unwise or bad people to become cus-
todians of their neighbors' money. The East Northwood is the
youngest savings-bank in the state. For the safety of depos-
itors, good laws are of vast importance ; but the one thing indis-
pensable, the real sine qua 7ion, is, that honest, interested, and
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INSURANCE COMMISSIONER'S REPORT.
To His Excellency the Governor :
I have the honor herewith to submit the fourteenth annual
report of this department. Like its predecessors, it contains a
brief summary of the insurance business transacted in this state
during the year 1882. The home companies number the same
as the preceding year.—twenty-two. Several fire companies of
other states have withdrawn, leaving at the close of the year
sixty-two licensed companies in the field. There were also
during the year twenty-two life insurance companies licensed
;
but few of these, however, have had active agents at work in
this state. The Fidelity and Casualty of New York, and the
Accident and Guarantee companies of Montreal, Canada, are
all licensed in the state, and it is expected they will introduce
their several specialties during the year. The volume of busi-
ness, both fire and life, was somewhat increased over the previ-
ous year.
TOWN MUTUALS.
A tabular statement of the condition of this class of companies
maybe found on page 26. In the following table the whole
1 number is grouped together and treated as one company, for the
I purpose of enlarging the average. This shows the aggregate
transactions and condition each year since these companies have
reported to this department
:
Date.
assets aud surplus. The stockholders are still eoutent with
moderate dividends, choosing to swell the surplus, and thus
afford increased indemnity to their customers. The ability,
prudence, and vigilance with which the affairs of the company
have been conducted from the outset have insured its success.
It no longer needs active solicitors. Its policies are in demand
wherever its history is known.
FIRK INSURANCE COMPANIES OF OTHER STATES AND COUNTRIES.
The number of fire and fire marine insurance companies
licensed to do business in this state at the present time is sixty-
two. An unusual number have withdrawn during the year, as
follows : The Eliot of Boston ; Farragut Fire of New York ;
Gloucester Fire of Massachusetts ; Hamburg-lMagdeburg of
Germany ; La Confiance of France ; Manhattan of New York ;
People's of New Jersey, and Watertown Fire of New York.
None of these companies have actually failed, but will all pro-
tect their risks either by reinsurance, cancellation, or by carry-
ing them through. They have found the business unprofitable,
and have wisely chosen to retire from the field while they could
do so honorably.
During the year the London and Provincial, the Guardian, and
the vSun Fire Office, all of London, have been admitted to this
state.
The following exhibits the aggregate business of the year
18S2 of the companies of other states and countries, licensed
under the laws of this state, also of the year 1881 :
1882.
Total risks written $42,794,351.00
Total risks in force (estimated in part), . 62,750,000.00
Premiums received, ...... 530,660.89
Amount of losses paid, ..... 360,723.15
Percentage of loss to premiums received, 68.
1881.
' Total risks written $37,232,004.00
I
Total risks in force (partly estimated), . 54,800,000.00
I
Premiums received, ..... 453,093.54
[Amount of losses paid, .... 355,596.48
Percentage of loss to premiums received, 78.
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Tables showing the condition of the several companies, with
summary of the business transacted, may be found on pages 28,
30, and 32 of this report. More than half of the companies in
the list have diminished their surplus during the year, although
none show actual impairment of capital. The volume of busi-
ness in this state has increased more than the premium receipts.
This results from the fact that insurance rates have been run
lower than in the previous year. The year 1882 proved a very
unprofitable one for insurance companies, not only in this state
but throughout the country. This fact demands an increase of
rates, and the increase must follow speedily, or the whole insur-
ance superstructure will be imperilled. A demoralized cur-
rency may embarrass and unsettle business, but destroy this
universal shield of protection, and you scatter consternation
through all the ranks of society. Ever}^ business interest relies
upon it. The whole credit system by which business is so
largeW done in this country is based upon it. Not only the
cargo, the factory, the warehouse, and stores of merchandise,
large and small, are shielded by it, bat our individual homes,
with all the fruits of toil gathered there, are covered l)y this
broad mantle of protection.
We are all, therefore, interested in the prosperity and safety
of insurance capital. Low rates are very agreeable when we
pay, but are really of small moiuent wheu coupled with the ques-
tion of security. It is gratifying to know that the public mind
is every year becoming more and more enlightened. Prejudices
are softening, although there is still room for improvement in
this regard. Resistance to the payment of a single loss, even
when fraud is apparent, creates a tempest in the community,
while the liberal adjustment and prompt payment of a thousand
claims call forth very little commendation. Not one legitimate
claim out of two hundred is contested. Only four suits were
brought in this state to recoA^er fire insurance during the year
1882, and these were not brought for lack of ability on the part
of the companies to pay, but on account of some supposed viola-
tion of contract. Trustee writs are more frequent, but under-
writers are not responsible for these. Only sixteen of these
have been served during the 3'ear, while formerly the number
ranged from fiftv to seventv-five.
Decreasing litigation is doubtless owing, in a great degree, to a
better understanding between the insurers and the insured ; also
to the fact that the companies as a whole are much better than
formerly occupied this field. Agents, too, are better instructed
than they formerly were, and hence contracts are more intelligent-
ly made. There would doubtless, however, be more litigation than
there is at present did insurance companies stand a fair chance
in our courts. While the bench and the bar, perhaps, take a
tolerably comi)rehensive view of the subject of insurance, the
average juryman progresses slowly. If only an insurance com-
pany is defrauded, his conscience rests in peace. He fails to
comprehend the fact that every fraud comes in to enhance the
premiums we severally pay for our own insurance ; that the
public is assessed to meet the losses, expenses, and legitimate
profits, whatever they may be. In this way alone can insurance
institutions,—a universally acknowledged necessity,—be sus-
tained. When propert}' burns, in the eyes of most men the
flippant word "• insured " heals the wound. They do not consider
that so much taxable property is literally gone ; that collecting
the amount off of the community does not restore the waste
;
that property can only be produced by toiling hands and brains.
AVe burn up in this country about $75,000,000 worth of prop-
erty every year. This is an enormous drawback upon the
industries of the country. It retards the growth, and subtracts
just so much from the material wealth. From the most reliable
statistics obtainable, the share of this state in this loss in 1882
was S87G,GG0.00, upon which there was insurance to the amount
of $481,000.00. This does not include insurance placed in the
Manufacturers' Mutuals, and some other companies located in
the cities, the statistics of which do not pass through my hands.
Still we continue our unsubstantial methods of building. We
pile up merchandise without regard to its safety. We needless-
ly place ourselves and our neighbors at the mercy of the devour-
ing element. Simple and inexpensive precautions are neglected
while we hurry on. The law knows no penalty against care-
lessness. Elements of danger continue to multiply. Matches,
illuminating fluids, and chemical preparations demanded by
mechanics and artisans, all scarcely less inflammable than
powder itself, are permitted almost everywhere.
OVER-INSURANCE.
Liberal insurance doubtless begets carelessness, and it may
well be asked if tlie facility with which insurance money is ob-
tained is not a strong temptation to fraud as well as careless-
ness. Human ingenuity has never yet planned a good institu-
tion that evil-minded persons have not attempted to counterfeit
or turn to their advantage. If a property is unproductive,
unsalable, unfavorably located, mortgaged, or otherwise afflicted,
the embarrassed owner with a conveniently weak moral fibre
may leave things lying around loose, or, if the case is desperate,
apply the ever-ready match, and thus bring quick relief. The
neighbors may say, " We expected that property to burn," but
if the owner gets the insurance and they get their dues it will all
be lovely. The sin of over-insurance is often thus condoned in
the estimation of the community. The crime of over-insurance
attaches mainly to the agent, or the owner of the property', and
frequently to both. It is difficult to mete out their due propor-
tions of guilt. The owner naturally wants his property ap-
praised well up except when the tax assessor calls, and the agent
has a lucreish hankering for the commissions, and between the
two the deed is consummated. The company in the first in-
stance, and the community, finally pay the bills. The agent
pleads deception or mistaken judgment, and the owner asserts
the right to value his own property. It will thus be seen that
great acumen is necessary to devise a remedy for this evil.
As regards real estate, a law prohibiting insurance for more
than three fourths of the value of the property would curtail if
it did not cure this evil. Tliere seems to be no valid reason
against the enactment of such a provision. Many companies
already instruct their agents to this effect. All measures here-
tofore proposed to overcome this evil have been criticised, but
I am forced to the conclusion that a stringent enactment against
over-insurance, imposing upon all parties implicated adequate
penalties, would do much to abate the evil.
CHANGED CONDITIONS.
During the last decade more attention has been given to the
subject of fire hazard than ever before. Heavy expenses have
been incurred in cities and the larger towns to secure water sup-
ply, and to procure enp;ines and other appliances for the extin-
guishment of fires. Fire companies have been organized and
trained, and no expense has been spared that would increase
the efficiency of this service. All this is well, and we should
natural^ conclude that it would result in lessening the aggre-
gate destruction of property by fire. But the yearly record does
not warrant this conclusion. The increasing number of hazards
or procuring causes of fires, apparently more than keep pace with
the improved facilities for their extinguishment. Notwithstand-
ing the introduction and efficiency of all our improved appliances,
the losses in the state in 1882 were very heavy, reaching sixty-
eight per cent, of the premiums paid for insurance. Much of
this must have resulted from preventable causes. Pure, un-
avoidable accident makes no such record. Are we not acting too
much on the false assumption that all these fires must occur?
Are we not turning our discussions and efforts to the extinguish-
ment of fires rather than to their prevention ? The Manufactur-
ers' ]Mutuals have demonstrated what may be accomplished in
this direction, lender their strict rules and regulations they
succeed in insuring the most hazardous properties far below the
average rates on ordinarv dwellings. May not the homely adage,
"An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure," apply here?
Well authenticated statistics show that we as a people burn
more than four times as much property in proportion to our
valuation as most of the European states.
Proverbially wasteful, we are more so in this matter probably
than in any other. Tiie political economist ma}' well ask. How
long must this state of things continue? The ready answer is,
Until the people are sufficiently stirred to demand legislation.
Laws regulating the construction of buildings, the storing of mer-
chandise, the handling of inflammable substances, enforcing pre-
cautionary regulations in all cities and villages, and extending
such building regulations and rules to homesteads so far as may
be practicable, would, if properly enforced, reduce this immense
waste of the fruits of hard-handed toil to a very great extent.
Many city governments are already moving in this matter with
very marked results, and it is hoped the state governments will
not be far behind in so beneficent a movement.
10
LIFE INSURANCE.
The usual summaiT of business done in tliis state in 1882 is
found below. Condensed tables showing the financial opera-
tions and condition of the several companies begin on page 35.
1882.
Number of policies issued, ..... 3,436
Amount insured l)v same, .... $3,515,132.00
Number of policies in force in this state, . . . 7. 674
Amount insured by same, . . . $11,950,766.00
Premiums received in this state, . . . 288,317.03
Amount of death losses and other claims paid, . 261), 553. 97
1881.
Number of policies issued, ..... 1,837
Amount insured by same, .... $2,948,478.00
Number of policies in force in this state, . . . 7,150
Amount insured by same, . . . $11,178,043.00
Premiums received, ..... 253,450.84
Amount of death losses and other claims paid, . 279,564.44
No change in the list of life-insurance companies has occurred
since the last report was issued. But little has been done in
the way of soliciting new business, and that by few companies
;
still the number of patrons and the volume of insurance have been
somewhat increased, although not nearly equal to the propor-
tionate increase in some other states. It will be noticed that the
amount of premiums received and the payments to claimants
nearly balance each other. The sum of $269,553.97 has been
distributed in this state, most of it among the dependents of
bread-winners who have passed away. In many instances this
provision has proved the only resource left to helpless 3'oung
families and infirm old age. Scarcely a neighborhood can be
found that has not shared in this distribution. Many homes
have been saved and families kept together which otherwise
must have been scattered, regardless of the sacred ties of filial
relationship and that sympathetic communion which is the charm
of civilization.
The attention of the public mind is turned more and more
every year to the subject of life-insurance, and the indications
are that the business will be largely increased during the pres-
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eut year. Business is fairly prosperous. The people have re-
covered from the distrust occasioned by the collapse of that
brood of mushrooms that counterfeited the institution with their
extravagant misrepresentations and fraudulent methods.
It has become apparent to all intelligent observers that life-
insurance companies, honestly organized and conducted, are the
strongest financial institutions ever devised by human skill.
They rest on a mathematical and scientific basis, confirmed by
the experience of centuries. Within a few years, thousands of
the wealthiest and most extensive business men have become
their liberal patrons, and never so many as during the past year,
thus proclaiming that they have more confidence in these insti-
tutions than in their OAvn l)usiness ventures, however well they
may promise. This class of men are carrying policies ranging
from tifty to two hundred and fifty thousand dollars each.
PROGRESSION.
The supposed mysteries connected with life insurance have
been simplified and brought within the comprehension of ordi-
nary miuds. All recent legislation has tended to the protection
of polic}'-holders' interests. The harsh rules that formerly pre-
vailed, amounting to the confiscation of the rights of the insured,
have been abandoned by nearly all the companies, and greatly
modified by all. As definite contracts may now be made, as in
any other business. Life insurance may now be obtained in first-
class companies that have a fixed ''paid up" value and '' cash
surrender" value after a short period, so that the policy-holder
may know at the end of each year just how his case stands ; and
if circumstances have so changed that insurance is no longer
needed, or if hard necessity compels him to cease payments, he
may withdraw and take with him not all he has paid, of course,
but all that the equities of his case will allow.
Concessions in the interest of the insured are hailed with sat-
isfaction, but must not be allowed to trench on the line of safe-
ty. What one company can afford to do another can do, since
all are based on the same principles. Special inducements held
out as bait to procure business are usually of doubtful propriety.
The incontestable policy now offered by a few companies, in my
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judgment belongs in this category. If a crafty person succeeds
by deception or fraud in inveigling himself into a mutual compa-
ny, it does not follow that honest members should suffer through
his fraud, even though it may not be detected until after his
death. The equities of mutual insurance forbid this innovation.
In view of the frequent attempts to defraud life-insurance com-
panies brought to light, certainly no inducements should be held
out to encourage this nefarious work. Litigation for good cause
is wholesome, and as commendable as misjudged liberality.
Solid arguments enforced by the experience of the past are bet-
ter than special expedients, or the flimsy sophistries and impos-
sible promises ui)on which itinerants in the past have been wont
to rely. When a man's judgment is convinced, he comes to stay,
and will not be a grumbler. While all these improvements are
going on, the uses and benefits of life insurance are becomins
more generally appreciated and better understood.
DIFFERENT FORMS OF POLICY.
In the early days of life insurance the whole life payment pol-
icy was generally adopted. This form of policy is favorable to
those who die in early life on account of the smaller payments
required. But those who live on to old age pay for a long
course of years to provide for dependents who may die long be-
fore they do, or, if living, may be in better circumstances to help
them than they are to continue payments which can never be of
any benefit to them personally, living or dead.
Of late years the endowment form of polic}'^ has been growing
in favor. This policy not only provides for deijendents in case
of death before the time fixed for its termination, but for the
holder himself and his family if he lives on after its termination
and payment. This provident provision comes in after the
labor period of life is passed, and it is liable to prove a very
great blessing when other resources have failed.
Term policies, renewable or otherwise after five, ten, or fifteen
years, are also very desirable. They are adapted to tide over
business enterprises, or the more critical period of life when
greater risks are assumed, or when the responsibilities of a
growing family are to be carried before business success in life
is assured.
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The time is not far distant when it will be regarded as the duty
of every man who has dependents relying on his efforts, to avail
himself of the facilities life insurance affords to provide against
the contingency of death, sooner or later sure to come. It will
be regarded as criminal negligence to throw these dependents
upon society to take their chances, when a little help just at the
right time might change the whole current of life and prove an
incalculable benefit. There are but few persons who might not,
with prudence and economy, saving where they now needlessly
spend, carry a policy of one, two, or three thousand dollars. The
solid comfort the consciousness of such a provision would afford
could not fail to compensate for any privations necessary to
secure it.
GROWTH OF LIFE INSURANCE.
This institution has already grown in this country to enormous
dimensions. Nearly 800,000 policies are now carried, directly
interesting more than four millions of our people. The assets
now held by the life-insurance companies of the United States
exceed tlie entire national bank circulation by more than one
hundred millions of dollars. These companies paid policy
claims in 1881 amounting to $54,144,649.00, or more than
§170,000.00 every business day of the year. In answer to the
hue and cry about the losses by failure of life companies, it is
proven by actual computation that they have amounted to less
than one per cent, of the aggregate business transactions.
What financial institution has ever made a better record than
this ? The institution was never so strong financially or in the
public estimation as at the present time. Nearly all this im-
mense growth has been accomplished in about forty years. This
institution has already become an indispensable element of
modern civilization, and its onward progress will be accelerated
as knowledge is diffused and its benefits come to be more fully
appreciated.
ASSESSMENT LIFE INSURANCE.
The formation of companies in which losses are paid by the
assessment of a fixed sum on each member when a death occurs
is an attempt to apply the old system of mutual fire insurance.
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Though excellent in theory, it always proved to be expensive
and unreliable.
Practically, the fire risk might be said to be the same with any
given number of risks one year as another. The fact that a
house has stood ten, twenty, or fifty years makes it no more
probable that its time to burn is any nearer than when it was
first built. Hence, in theory, the insured were always on an
equality, if the rates at which they were to be assessed were
properly determined at the start. In practice, however, it has
always proved that there are enough people who won't pay for a
dead horse, to make the collections untrustworthy. There are
many, who, finding the insurance is no longer of service to them,
as their buildings have .survived the term, refuse to pay assess-
ments. This fact proved the ruin of mutual insurance except
in companies which provided for the probable losses by cash
premiums paid in advance, leaving the actual cost to be adjusted
by a return of surplus when the end of the contract term is
reached.
The ordinary life companies are mutual companies doing 1)usi-
ness on this latter plan.
Cooperative or assessment companies are attempting to work
out the old theory of mutual insurance. There is in the risks
they assume an element, however, which sooner or later upsets
or will upset their calculations, which did not embarrass the fire
companies, in addition to the tendency to shirk paying for past
security, to which allusion has been made. The risks do not
remain the same. As a man grows older his chances of dying
in any given year steadily increase. Not only that, but the day
is coming when he must surely die, and his policy become a
claim, while not one fire risk in five hundred ever becomes a
claim. The mutual fire companies therefore have a great advan-
tage in the comparison. Now as the risks insured grow old, the
company grows old, and it does not become stronger as does a
well managed bank or ordinary life company, but it necessarily
becomes weaker. Anything that thus grows old has in it ele-
ments of decay that will sooner or later end its career.
What is meant by growing old can be best explained by an
example. Suppose a company of one, two, or five thousand
members, whose average age is forty. Now, suppose that each
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year fifty members in each thousand die or withdraw, and that
their phice is supplied by new members whose average age at the
end of the year is forty : at the beginning of the second year
the number of members is the same as at the first, but the aver-
age age is now forty and ninety-five one hundredths. Let the
same process go on, the new members averaging forty, and at
the end of ten years the average age of the members will be
over forty-seven, though the membership remains unchanged in
numbers. Now this holds true in every assessment company,
though the rate at which the average age increases varies ac-
cording to the proportion of new members the companies obtain.
It can by no possibility obtain new members enough to keep the
average age down to the starting-point.
The effect of this growing old is, that a point will be reached
in a comparatively short time when the death-rate, and conse-
quently the assessments, will rapidly increase. When this hap-
pens, the difficulty of obtaining new recruits will rapidly increase.
Each assessment will yield a smaller death benefit, and the
longer a man has paid, the less will his family realize when he
dies. New blood or young members will not go in to carry the
old members through. They can do better to form new compa-
nies or classes.
The most that can be said in favor of this kind of insurance
is. that while it is worse than useless for one who wishes to make
a sure provision for his family, it may prove to be a cheap tem-
porary insurance while the company is new and the class young.
But how puerile and fallacious are the notices frequently appear-
ing, that Mr. A. or ]Mr. B. has died, and his family has received
perhaps a thousand dollars, when he had paid in only fifteen or
twenty, perhaps less. This may and does happen. But is any
. one so simple or short-sighted as to suppose the members may
i die one after another, and the heirs of each take out a thousand
I dollars when so little in each case has been paid in ? What
this case failed of having paid towards the thousand dollars
somebody must make up, if the heirs of each member are to fare
I
alike. No more can be drawn out than is paid in, less expenses.
It is but sophistry to talk of accessions making up the deficien-
cy. Every accession brings with it its own claim to a thousand
dollars, so nothing is made up from this source.
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This class of insurance companies are now required to make
annual reports in the states of Massachusetts, New York, Penn-
sj-lvania, and Ohio. In a few years, therefore, reliable statis-
tics will accumulate and become matters of record, when the
means of judging of their merits or demerits will be abundant
and reliable. The system is now quite common, and must have
its run until experimenters and the people are satisfied.
The laws of this state treat American and foreign insurance
companies alike as to terms of admission, taxation, and all
other requirements, hence they are alphabetically arranged in
this report. The statements of foreign companies only embrace
the assets of these companies held in the United States, although
the home or foreign offices have heretofore responded liberally
in cases of emergency. It should be understood that their cap-
ital stock is not reported against them as a liability, as is the
case with American companies. This gives the foreign compa-
nies the advantage in the column of surplus.
The Fidelity and Casualty, the Guarantee and Accident Com-
panies, to economize space, are indexed aud classed with the
life companies. Their several names indicate the classes of
business in which they propose to engage.
Fidelity or Guarantee insurance is comparatively unknown in
this state. It is intended to take the place of bonds required of
clerks, cashiers, treasurers, and other persons occup^dng fidu-
ciary positions.
The taxes assessed upon insurance companies of other states




MUTUAL riRE INSURANCE COMPANIES.
MERRIMACK COUNTY MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. — WEB-
STER, N. H.
F. B. SAwrER, President. Ephraim Little, Secretary.
Amount of premium notes held by the company on policies in force $8,192.47
Amount of property at risk Dec. 31, 1882 148,855.00
Number of policies issued during past year 96
Amount of casli premiums received on the same 272.12
Whole number of policies in force Dec. 31, 1882 144
Largest sum insured in a single risk 2,000
Rates charged for insurance, I/4 of one per cent, for 5 years.
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR—RECEIPTS.
Amount of cash and available securities on hand Jan. 1, 1882— •. $14.50
Amount of cash premiums received during the year 272.12
Amount §286.62
DISBURSEMENTS.
Amount paid for taking applications $72.00
Amount paid for officers' salaries, fees, and expenses 53.75
Amount paid commissioner 5.00
Amount paid for stationery and postage 2.42
Amount paid for office rent, fuel, and express bills 3.00
Amount paid for all other items 1.00
Add amount of cash on hand at the end of the year 1882 149.45
Amount $286.62
SUMMARY OF ASSETS TO BEGIN YEAR, JAN. 1, 1883.
Cash on hand, .and on deposit in savings and other banks $43.45
Cash value of notes, bonds, and other securities owned by company 106.00
Amount $149.45
LIABILITIES DUE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR, JAN. 1, 1883.
Due oflBcers for services and e.xpenses $5.00
Amount $."i.00
Balance for the company 144.45
2
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NEW HAMPSHIRE PATRONS' MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY.—
BUSINESS OFFICE, HUDSON, N. H.
C. C. Shaw, President. Kimball Webster, Secretary^
Amount of premium notes held by the company on policies in force §4,989.30
Amount of property at risk Dec. 31, 1882 249,-165.00
Number of policies issued during past year 14
Amount of cash premiums received on the same 170.00
Number of policies expired during past year 4
Whole number of policies in force, Dec. 31, 1882 179
Largest sum insured in a single risk 2,500.00
Rates charged for insurance, 1 per cent, for 5 years ; note, 2 per cent.
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR—RECEIPTS.
Amount of cash and available securities on hand Jan. 1, 1882 $482.93
Amount of cash premiums received during the year 170.00
Amount S652.93
DISBnRSEMENTS.
Amount paid agents for collecting premiums, and applications $14.00
Amount paid for return premiums 5.23
Amount paid for officers' salaries, fees, and expenses 26.05
Amount paid commissioner 5.0O
Amount paid for printing, stationer}-, and postage 9.28
Add cash and securities on hand at the end of the year 1882 593.37
Amount $652.93
SUMMARY OF ASSETS TO BEGIN YEAR, JAN. 1, 1883.
Cash on hand and on deposit in savings and other banks §593.37
Cash value of accrued interest 138.00
Amount $731.37
LIABILITIES DUE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR, JAN. 1, 1883.
Due officers for services and expenses §1.04
Due for return premiums 5.76
Amount .$6.80
Balance for the company 724.57
19
ROCKINGHAM FARMERS' MUTUAL FIRE INSURAJTCE COMPANY.—EXE-
TER, N. H.
W. Connor, President. George W. Wiggin, Secretary.
Amount of premium notes held by the company on policies in force $188,424.75
Amount of property at risk Dec. 31, 1882 3,320,284.00
Amount of losses reported during tlie year 5,200.00
Salary of president 5.00
Salary of secretary 500.00
Paid directors for services 177.40
Last assessment made, Oct. 3, 1881 16,252.20
Amount collected on last assessment made 14,683.70
Number of policies issued during past year 482
Amount of cash premiums received on the same 900.65
Number of policies expired during past year 418
Whole number of policies in force Dec. 31, 1882 2,943
Larsrest suni insured in a single risk 2,500.00
Rates charged for insurance, 5, 514. and 6 per cent, notes are given.
BUSINESS of the year—receipts.
Amount of cash on hand commencement of the j'ear, Jan. 1, 1882 §150.48
Amount of cash premiums received during the year ' 900.65
Amount of cash received on assessments 6,261.81
Amount of borrowed money received 1,800.00
Cash received on notes surrendered 49.00
Cash received from all other sources 5.94
Amount $9,167.88
disbursements.
Amount paid for losses during the year 1882 $5,099.63
Amount paid for adjusting losses 42.50
Amount paid for collecting assessments 381.02
Amount paid agents for collecting cash premiums 175.56
Amount paid for officers' salaries, fees, and expenses 636.90
Amount paid comuiissioner and auditors 9.80
Amount paid for printing, stationery, and postage 92.72
Amount paid for borrowed money and interest 2,377.39
Amount paid for office rent, fuel, and express bills 71.38
Amount paid for all other items 1.98
Add amount of cash on hand at the end of the year 1882 279.00
Amount $9,167.88
SUMMARY OP ASSETS TO BEGIN YEAR, JAN. 1, 1883. '
Cash on hand, and on deposit in savings and other banks $279.00
Amount due on assessments believed to be collectible 293.00
Amount of cash in hands of agents, reported 206.00
Amount S778.10
LIABILITIES DUE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR, JAN. 1, 1883.
Due on losses adjusted but not paid $40 55
Due for money borrowed and interest 5,996.00
Amount $6,036.55
Balance against the company $5,268.4»
20
CHESHIRE COUNTY MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY.—KEENE, N. H.
John H. Elliot, President. W. H. Elliot, Secretary.
Amount of premium notes held by the company on policies in force $57,324.26
Amount of property at risk Dec. 31, 1882 3,464.228.00
Amount of losses reported during the year 4,693.02
Amount of losses reported during the preceding year 8,479.86
Last assessment made. September, 1867 6,400.00
Amount collected on last assessment made 5,809.21
Number of policies issued during past year 587
Amount of cash premiums received on the same 5,698.30
Number of policies expired during past year 783
Whole number of policies in force Dec. 31, 1882 3,255
Largest sum insured in a single risk 5,000.00
Rates charged for insurance, % to 5 per cent.
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR—RECEIPTS.
Amount of cash on hand commencement of the year, Jan. 1, 1882 $1,525.52
Amount of cash premiums received during the year 5,586.96
Amount $7,112.48
DISBURSEMENTS.
Amount paid for losses during the year 1882 $3,867.94
Amount paid agents for collecting cash premiums ; 558.69
Amount paid for return premiums 62.81
Amount paid for officers' salaries, fees, and expenses 685.60
Amount paid commissioner 5.00
Amount paid for office rent, fuel, and express bills 73.98
Add amount of cash on hand at the end of the year 1882 1,858.46
Amount $7,112.48
SUMMARY OF ASSETS TO BEGIN YEAR, JAN. 1, 1883.
Cash on hand, and on deposit in savings and other banks $1,858.46
Amount of cash in hands of agents, reported 2,540.65
Cash value of all other assets and property 200.00
Amount $4,599.11
LIABILITIES DUE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR, JAN. 1, 1883.
Due on losses adjusted but not paid 91,528.00
Due officers for services and expenses 700.00
Amount $2,228.00
Balance for the company $2,371.11
N. B. The above statement does not show the indebtedness of the company to its
customers for premiums paid in but unearned. This would throw the balance largely
on the debtor side.
MANCHESTER, N. H.
Organized or incorporated, 1869. Commenced business, April, 1870.
J. A. Weston, President. S. N. Bell, Vice-President.
J. C. French, Secretary.
Principal office, Manchester, N. H.
Capital.
Whole amount of capital actually paid up in cash §500,000.00
Assets.
Loans on bond and mortgage, upon which not more than one year's interest
is due $76,446.86
Account of stocks, bonds, and treasury notes of the United States, and of this state and
of other states ; and also of stocks and bonds of incorporated cities in this state
and of all other stocks and bonds owned by the company.
Par Market
Value. Value.
United States government bonds $200,000 $232,335
Manchester, N. H., city bonds, 6s 49,200 55,320
St. Louis, Mo., city bonds, 6s 12,000 12,600
Chicago, 111., city bonds, 7s 10,000 12,300
Zanesville, O , city bonds, Ss 10,000 11,000
Marietta, O., city bonds, 8s 10,000 11,.500
Concord, N. H., city bonds, 6s 2,000 2,150
Michigan Air Line Railroad bonds, 8s 10.000 11,200
Maine Central Railroad bonds, 6s 10,000 11,000
Burlington and Missouri River (in Iowa) Railroad
bonds, 73 10,000 11 ,500
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad bonds, 7s 14,000 16,800
" '• " " 4s 10,000 8,400
Jackson, Lansing & Saginaw Railroad bonds, 8s 10,000 11,.500
New York & New England Railroad bonds, 7s 10,000 11,600




Union Pacific Railroad bonds, 8s $25,000 $29,000
Oregon Short Line Railway Company bonds, 69 10,000 10,000
Boston, Concord & Montreal Riiilroad bonds, 6s 02,000 68,200
Chicago, Clinton, Dubuque & Minnesota Railroad
bonds, 7s 10,000 10,300
Marion County Court-House, Indiana, bonds, 8s 25,000 26,000
State of New Hampshire bonds, 6s 10,000 12,500
Hillsborough County, N. H., bonds, 6s 5,000 5,500
Stocks.
Suncook Valley Railroad 4,000 4,600
Merchants' National Bank, Manchester, N. H , stock. .
.
10,000 12,000
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad stock 11,000 14,080
New York Central & Hudson River Railroad 10,000 13,000
Norwich & Worcester Railroad 1,000 1,600
Pemigewasset Valley Railroad 19,200 21,120
Total par and market value, carried out at market
value $579,400 $657,605 $657,605.00
Account of stocks, bonds, and all otlier securities (except mortgages), hypothecated to
the company as collateral security for cash actually loaned by the company, with
the par and market value of the same, and the amount loaned on each.
P
25 shares Chicago & West Michigan
Railroad $ 2,000.00
17 shares Pullman Palace Car Co...
225 shares preferred stock B., C. &
M. Railroad
8 shares Manchester & Lawrence
Railroad





Net amount of unpaid losses $33,162.82
Total unearned premiums as computed for one, two, three, or more years.. 177,561.59
Total amount of all liabilities, except capital stock and net surplus $210,724 41
Joint-stock capital actually paid up in cash 500,000.00
Surplus beyond capital and all other liabilities 204,407.96
Amount of liabilities, including capital stock and net surplus $915,132 37
I>X'OME DURING 1882.
Net cash actually received for premiums $346,951.90
Received for interest on stocks and bonds, collateral loans, and from other
sources 35,522.89
Amount of income received during the year in cash $382,474.79
Expenditures during 1882.
Net amount paid during the year for losses $207,409.52
Cash dividends paid stockholders 20,000.00
Paid for commissions or brokerage 67,996.45
Paid for salaries of officers, clerks, agents, and all other employes 14,344.29
Paid for state, national, and local taxes in this and other states 9,997.60
All other payments and expenditures 16,398.77
Amount of expenditures during the year in cash $336,146.63
Miscellaneous.
Itisks and Premiums.
In force on the 31st day of December, 1881 $25,910,716
Written or renewed during 1882 35.272,500
Total $61,183,216
Deduct those expired and marked off as terminated 31,782,640
In force at the end of the year $29,400,576
Deduct amount reinsured 1,252,000
Net amount in force $28,148,576
General Interrogatories.
Total amount of premiums received from the organization of the company
to date $2,219,451.61
Losses paid from organization to date 1,153,250.82
Losses incurred during the year 209,403.85
Total amount of cash dividends declared since the company commenced
business 204,000.00
Total amount of the company's stock owned by the directors at par value. . 200,000.00
Business in the State of New Hampshire during 1882.
Tire risks written during 1882 $5,469,368.00
Premiums received less return premiums 60,176.67
Losses paid in this state during 1882 30,544.21
Ratio of losses paid to premiums received, 50 per cent.

FIRE BSURANCE.
The following tables have been eom[)iled from annual state-
ments of fire insurance companies, made up to December 31,
18<S2. and filed with the insurance commissioner
:
TABLE I
shows the transactions of the town mutual fire insurance com-
panies of this state in the year 1882, with their financial stand-
ing at the end of that year.
TABLE II
inc-hides the fire and fire-marine insurance companies of other
states and countries, licensed in this state, and gives their paid-
up capital, total assets, liabilities, surplus, income, expendi-
tures, and total amount at risk.
TABLE III
exhibits the assets of the fire and fire-marine companies of
other states and countries, licensed to do business in this state,
itemized as follows : Value of real estate, mortgages, United
States bonds, state and county bonds and other securities, col-
lateral loaus, cash in office and deposited in banks, premiums in
course of collection, and other miscellaneous assets.
TABLE IV
comprises a summary of the business transactions of the fire
and fire-marine companies of other states and countries in the
state of New Hampshire during the year 1882, showing
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Showing the Bicsiness of Fire and Fire-Marine Insurance Com-
panies of other States in the State of Neio Hampshire during
the year 1882.
Xame and Location of Company.
33
TABLE IV— continued.
Name and Location of Company.
Amount brought foi'warcl
London and Provincial, London, England..
Manufacturers' F. and M., Boston, Mass...
Metropole, Paris, France
Merchants', Providence, R. I
Merchants & Farmers' M. F.,Worcester, Ma
Merchants', Newark, X. J
National Fire, H.irtford, Conn
New Haun)shire Fire, Manchester, N. H
Newark Fire, Newark, N. J
Niagara Fire, New York city
Northern Assurance, London, Eng
N. British & Mercantile, London and Edinb.
Orient, Hartford, Conn
Pennsylvania Fire, Philadelphia Penn
Pheni.x, Brooklyn, N. Y
Phoenix, Hartford, Conn
Phceiiix Assurance, London, Eng
Prescott, Boston, Mass
Providence AVashington, Providence, R.I.
.
Queen, Liverpool, Eng
Quincy Mutual Fire, Quincy, Mass
Rochester German, Rochester, N. Y
Royal. Liverpool, Eng
Scottish Union and Nat'l, Edinburgh, Scot.
.
Shoe and Leather, Boston, Mass
Springfield F. and M., Springfield, Mass
Star Fire, New York city
Standard Fire Office, London, Eng
Sun Fire, London, Eng
Traders and Mei'hanics', Lowell, Mass
Union, Philadelphia, Penn
Westchester Fire, New Rochelle, N. Y










































































































The following tables are compiled from the annual state-
ments, to December 31, 1882, of the several life insurance com-
panies transacting business in New Hampshire, and filed in the
office of the insurance commissioner :
TABLE V
shows the capital stock ; total assets claimed ; amount of item
ruled out ; total assets admitted ; reserve and other liabilities,
excluding capital ; surplus as regards policy-holders ; and total
income and expenditures in the year 1882.
TABLE VI
shows the itemized assets of the life insurance companies doing
business in this state in 1882, as made up to the end of that
year.
TABLE VII
shows the itemized disbursements of the life insurance compa-
nies operating in this state in 1882, as reported to the end of
that year.
TABLE VIII
relates to the New Hampshire business of the several life
insurance companies during the year 1882, showing the number
of policies issued during the year, and the number and amount
of policies in force in the state, also the amount of premiums
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INSURANCE COMPANIES AND THEIR AGENTS.
The following comprises all the fire and life insurance companies of other states
licensed April 1, lSs3, to do business in this state, together with the names of all the
agents licensed to do business for each company.^
[" If any person shall solicit or receive any risk or application for insurance, or re-
ceive money or value therefor, for any insurance company or agent, without license
from the commissioner, he shall be punished for each offence by tine not exc ceding one
hundred dollars, one half to the use of the prosecutor." See chapter 1, section 4, Laws
of June session, 1870.]
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES.
Mt'sk, Hartford, Conn. Staniels, Allison & Co., Concord; Charles A. Tufts,
Dover; W. P. Moulton, E.xeter; Charles H. Pitman, Farmin>iton; Crawford & Tolles,
Great Falls; J. C. Campbell, Hillsborough Bridge; George Tilden, Keene; AV. L. Mel-
cher & Co., Laconia; Jesse E. Dewey, Lebanon ; James J. Barrett, Littleton ; A. A.
Woolson, Lisbon; L. B. Clough, Manchester; Gilbert Wadleigli, Milford; J. G. Kim-
ball, Nashua; R. C. Osgood, Newport; F. G. Clark, Peterborough; John Sise, Ports-
moutli ; A. S. Parshley, Rochester; Charles F. Parker, VVolt'eborough ; George A.
Emerson, Bristol ; Samuel H. Legro, Lancaster ; Timothy IVIurray, Newmarket; R. C.
& H. S. Osgood, Claremont; Alfred R. Evans, Gorham; Pitman & Osgood, North
Conway; Burleigh & Adams, Plymouth; Leach & Barnard, Franklin; James H. Wil-
kinson, South Newmarket; H. W. Bond, Charlestown; J. H. Dudley, Colebrook ; Bart-
lett & Shepard, Derry; Geo. M. Stevens & Son, Lancaster; Hunt & Hamilton, Athol,
Mass.; Cudworth & Childs, Brattleborough, Vt.
British America, Toronto, Canada. L. Jackman & Co., Concord; H. A. Redfield,
Dover; G. M. Sanborn, Manchester; E. J. Copp, Nashua.
City of London Fire. Morrill & Danforth. Concord; John Sise, Portsmouth; C.
A. Field, Hanover; W. P. Whitcher, Lisbon; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls; G. M.
Sanborn, Manchester.
Commercial Union, London, England. ^Morrill & Danforth, Concord; F. W.
de Roehemont & Son, Portsmouth; Frank Freeman, Dover; John 15. Pike, Lebanon;
Elbridge J. Copp, Nashua; Edwin P. Richardson, Manchester; William H.KclKuap,
Exeter; D. K. Healey, Keene; B. F. Haley, Newmarket; F. H. Rollins, Plymouth.
Connecticut Fire, Hartford, Conn. Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls; W. G.
Everett, Manchester; Charles H. Pitman. Farmington; A. S. Parshlev, Rochester; F.
W. de Rochemont & Son. Portsmouth; W. P. Whitcher, Lisbon; D. M. White, Peter-
borough; Stearns & Jones. Bradford, Vt. ; Trne E. Prescott, Laconia; Staniels, Alli-
son & Co., Concord; J. G. Kimball, Nashua; Wm. C. Fox, Wolfeborough.
Continental, New York City. W. L. Melcher & Co., Laconia; H. H. Holt,
Lyme; G. A. French, Manchester: J. G. Kimball. Nashua; A. F. Howard, Portsmouth;
D. M. White. Peterborough; A. S. Parshley. Rochester; ^lorrill & Danforth. Concord;
H. A. Redtield, Dover; White & Pierce, East Jaffrey ; Jesse E. Dewey, Lebanon ; R. S.
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& H. S. Osgood, Claremont; John S. Rollins, Plymouth; D. K. Healey, Keene; J. J.
& G. W. Barrett, Littleton; Dudley & Reniick,' Colebrook; Geo. A. Emerson, New
Hampton; R. E. Bean, Franklin Falls; Geo. M. Stevens & Son, Lancaster; Z. C. Per-
kins, Tiltou.
DwELLiXG-HousE. BosTOX, MASS. Jackman & Co., Concord; Clarence M. Edger-
ly, Mauchester; Caleb Richardson. Nashua; T. D. Somes, Laconia.
Equitable Fire axd ^Marine, Providence, R. I. Geo. A. French, Mauchester;
J. B. Parker, Nashua.
Fire Association, Philadelphia, Pa. F. W. de Kochemont & Son. Portsmouth;
H. A. Redliehi, Dover; De.xter Chase. Lancaster: Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls;
John C. French. 3Ianchester: \V. P. Whitclier. Lisbon ; K. E. Dearborn, Bristol; W.
C. Fo.\. Wolfeborough; Burleigh i Adams. Plymouth; C. O.Eastman, Claremont;
Jackman i Co.. Concord; F. B. Wright, Littletoii ; Daniel K. Healey. Keene ; Clinton
S. Averill. Milford; N. T. Greenwood, New London; John O. Sullivan, Littleton; Ca-
leb Richardson, Nashua.
Fire Associatiox, Limited, Loxdox. Clarence M. Edgerlv, Manchester; L.
Jackman & Co.. Concord; E. J. Copp, Nashua; George Tilden. Keene; Crawford &
Tolles, Great Falls.
First National Fire, Worcester, :Mass. Morrill & Danforth, Concord; A. F.
Howard, Portsmouth; H. H. Holt, Lyme; J. G. Kimball, Nashua.
FiTCHBrRG Mctial Fire. Fitchburg. Mass. J. G. Joslin. Keene; Charles Rich-
ardson, Amherst; Kidder & Whitnev. Milford; W. L. Melcher & Co.. Laconia; C. H.
Obear, New Ipswich; C. B. Perry, Fitzwilliam ; E. J. Durant, Lebanon; Levi Stearns,
Townsend. Mass.; H. B. Stiles, Brookline; "White & Pierce. East Jaffrey; Aldrich &
Co.. Keene ; R. C. Osgo.i !, Xewpi.rt; J. W Coolidge, Hancock ; J. G. Kimball. Nashua;
C. A. Field. Hanover; R. C. & H. S. Osgood. Claremont: D. M. White, Peterborough;
W. G. Everett. Manchester: E. M. Smith. Alstead; W. D. Tavlor. Nashua; R. L. Ball,
Walpole; Wm. H. Drury. Ei'ping; D. M. White. Peterborough; Moses C. Clark. Wil-
ton ; Leach & Barnard, Franklin ; Morrill & Danforth, Concord.
Feaxklix Fire, Philadelphia, Pa. C. A. Field, Hanover; G. A. French, Man-
chester; Frank Freeman, Dover: W. P. Moulton, Exeter ; W. L. Melcher & Co., La-
conia; Mclveaii & ^ ndrews. Na>hua; Morrill & Danforth, Concord ; John Sise, Porta-
mouth ; W. P. Whitcher. Lisbon; Leach & Barnard, Franklin; William J. Wheeler,
South Paris, Me. ; D. K. Healey, Keene.
Fidelity and Cascalty Company. New York City. A. R. Simmons, Manches-
ter, General Agent; F. S. Pierce, East Jaffrey; .James M. Williams, Warren; H. H.
Everett. Manchester; J. E. Dewey. Lebanon; F. W. Prindall, Wtdfeborough; Daniel
K. Healey, Keene; E. J. Temple, Hinsdale; 3Iorrill & Danforth, Concord.
Germania Fire. New York City. Morrill & Danforth, Concord; G. W. Benn,
Dover; .John G. Lane. Manchester; E. J. Copp, Nashua: K. E. Dearborn, Bristol;
Dexter Chase, Lancaster; Pierce & Holraan, Hillsborough Bridge.
German American, New York City. John C. French, Manchester; E. B. Huse,
Enfield; A. S. Parshley. Rochester; J. J. & G. W.^ Barrett. Littleton ; U. A. Redfield,
Dover; Aldrich & Co., Keene; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls; Staniels, Allison &
Co.. Concord: B F. Haley, Newmarket; F. G. Clark, Peterborough ; True E. Prescott,
Laconia: Burleigh i Adams. Plvmouth; John M. Hopkins, Nashua; Stearns & Jones,
Bradford, Vt.
GiBAED Fire and Marine, Philadelphia, Pa. C. M. Edgerly, Manchester.
Guardian, London, Eng. aiorrill & Danforth, Concord; G. M. Sanborn, Man-
chester.
Hanover Fibe, New York City. Aldrich & Co.. Keene: C. A. Hazlett, Ports-
mouth; George A. French, Manchester; S. C. Clark, Lake Yillage; Frank Freeman,
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Dover; S. W. Rollins, MereiHth Village; E. J. Copp, Nashua; Pierce & Holman,
Hillsborough BridKe; Staniels, Allison & Co., Concord; Charles A. O'Connor, Man-
chester; J. H. Dudley, Colebrook.
Hartford Steam Boiler Ixspectiox, Hartford, Conn. James S. Blenkin-
sop, 10 Fembertou Square, Boston, Mass.
Hartford Fire. Hartford, Conx. D. H. Wendell. Dover; X. M. Swasey, North
Haverhill; J. C. Canipliell, Hilli^borough Bridge; Frank G. Clark, Peterborough ; A.
S. Parshley, Rochester; K. E. Dearborn. Bristol; E. M. Forbes, Winchester; Staniels,
Allison & Co., Concord; R. ('. & H. .S. Osgood, (iaremont; Leach & Barnard, Frank-
lin; J.J. & G. W. Barrett. Littleton; Geo. A. French, ^lanchester; J. G. Kimball,
Nashua; John Sise. Portsmouth; Geo. Tilden, Keene; Charles F. Parker, Wolfebor-
ough; Wm. D. Knapp, Great Falls; C. A. Field, Hanover; Geo. C. Gordon, Salem; J.
H. Dudley, Colebrook ; Geo. M. Stevens & Son, Lancaster; Timotliv Murray, New-
market; E. B. Huse. Enfleld; W. H. Stickney. Epping: E. J. Temple."Hinsdale; S. C.
Clark, Lake Village; G. Wadleigh, Milford; R. C. Osgood, Newport; Geo. W. Wig-
gin, Exeter; J. H. Wilkinson, South Newmarket; Bartlett & Shepard, Derry.
Hambirg-Bremen". GERM.A.XY. MorriU & Danforth, Concord; A. S. Parshley,
Rochester; J. G. Kimball. Nitshua; Aldrich & Co.. Keene; Crawford & Tolles. Great
Falls; Samuel Doilge, Portsmouth; Geo. M. Stevens & Son, Lancaster; G. M.San-
born, Manchester; J. O. Sullivan, Littleton; R. B. Hatch, Peterborough; True E.
Prescott, Lacouia; J. P. Huckins, Plymouth.
Home, New York. K. E. Dearborn, Bristol; George Olcott, Charlestown; L. H.
Eastman, Conway; D. H. Wendell. Dover; W. P. ;Moulton, Exeter; S. D. Downs,
Francestown; J. C. Campbell. Hillsborough Bridge; W. L. Melcher & Co., Laconia;
E. J. Durant, Lebanon; .J. J & G. W. Barrett. Littleton; G. A. French, Manchester;
Gilbert Wadleigh. Miltord: J. G. Kimball. Nashua: R. C. Osgood. Newport; John
Sise, Poitsmouth; A. S. Parshley. Rochester; Crawtord & Tolles. Great Falls; Aldrich
& Co.. Keene; A. A. Woolson, Lisbon; Frank G. Clark. Peterborough; Timothy Mur-
ray, Newmarket; R. C & H. S. Osgood. Claremont; Staniels, Allison & Co., Concord;
Burleigh & Adams, Plymouth ; James O. Lyford, Tilton; Jason H. Dudley, Colebrook;
Charles W. Talpey, Farmington; Geo. M. Stevens & Son, Lancaster.
Howard. New York Citt. .John H. Ballard, Concord; Henry A. Redfield, Do-
ver: Henry S. Paul, Portsmouth; William D. Taylor, Nashua; L.'B. Clough, Man-
cuester.
I>"SURAXCE CoMPA>"T of North America. Philadelphia, Pa. J. W. Currier
Alton; D. H. Wendell, Dover; J. J. & G. W. Barrett, Littleton; G. A. French. Man-
chester; McKean & Andrews. Nashua; Morse & Ilslev, Portsmouth; Crawford &
Tolles, Great Falls; AMiieh & Co., Keene; F. G. Clark. Peterborough; W. L. Melcher
& Co., Laconia; Edward J. Durant. Lebanon; Frank H. Rollins, Plymouth; Edward
M. Smith, Alstead; Morrill & Danforth. Concord; R. C. & H. S. Osgood, Claremont;
C. H. Pitman, Farmington ; Alfred R. Evans, Gorham.
IXSCRAXCE COMPAXY OF STATE OF PeNXSYLVAJTIA, PHILADELPHIA, PA. H. A.
Redfield, Dover; Jackman & Co., Concord; E. P. Richardson, Manchester; D. K. Hea-
ley, Keene; F. W. de Rochemont & Son, Portsmouth.
Imperial Fire. Loxdox. Exglaxd. J. G. Lane. Manchester; Dexter Chase,
Lancaster; D M. White. Petertiorough; G. W. Benn. Dover; .T. G. Kimball. Nashua;
C. A. Field. Hanover; Leach & Barnard. Franklin; Staniels, Allison & Co.. Concord;
William A. Berry, Bristol; D. K. Healey, Keene; R. C. & H. S. Osgood, Claremont.
Laxcashire, Maxche.ster, Exglaxd. G. B. Prescott, Dover; Aldrich & Co.,
Keene; Crawford & Tolles. Great Falls; Charles O. Eastman. Claremont; John G.
Lane. Manchester ; Staniels, Allison i Co.. Concord; Samuel Dodge. Portsmouth; E.
J. Mathes, Rochester; Zebina C. Perkins, Tilton; John M. Hopkins, Nashua.
Liverpool axd Loxdox axd Globe. Staniels, Allison & Co.. Concord; W. P.
Moulton, Exeter; W. L. Melcher & Co.. Laconia; E. P. Richardson, Manchester;
Morse & Ilslev, Portsmouth ; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls; F. G. Clark, Peterbo-
rough ; Charles F. Parker, Wolfeborough ; Aldrich A Co.. Keene; J. J. & G. W. Bar-
rett, Littleton ; R. C. & H. S. Osgood, Claremont; McKean & Andrews, Nashua; Law-
rence & Wheeler, Windsor, Vt.
42
LOXDOX AssiTRAXCE COBPORATio>-. L. B. Clough. Manchester ; McKean i An-
drews. Xashna: C. A. Hazlett, Portsmouth; H. A. Rediield, Dorer; Hunt & Hamilton,
Athol, Mass. ; Frank W. Rollins, Concord.
LoxBOX & La>"ca5htke. Livebpool, Esglaxd. Morrill & Danforth. Concord;
George B. Prescott, Dover; W. P. Whitcher, Lisbon: C. M. Edgerly, Manchester;
McKean & Andrews. Nashua ; John Sise, Portsmouth : Crawford & Toll'es, Great Falls
;
Lawrence & VTheeler, Windsor, Yt. ; George A. Litchfield, Keene.
Liox FiBE, Lo^^>o^. Exgi.a>T). H. S. Paul, Portsmouth; J. L. Foot. Manches-
ter.
M ^xrEACTCBERS' FiKE A>TD iLiBCTE, BoSTox, MASS. L. Jackman & Co., Con-
cord: C. M. Edgeriv. Manchester; Caleb Richardson, Xashtia; H. A. Bedfield, Dover;
G. H. Aldrich & Son, Keene.
Mebcha>-t6', Xewaek, X. J. H. A. Eedfleld, Dover; E. J. Copp, Nashua; L.
Jackman & Co., Concord; C. M. Edgerly, Manchester.
Meechasts', Pbottdexce. R. I. E. P. Richardson, Manchester: D. K. Healey,
Keene; N. Butler & Co., Fisherville.
Mebcha>ts a^td Faemebs' M.. Wobcestee, Mass. C. A. Field, Hanover; Or-
ren Folsom, Gilmanton: H. H. Holt. Lyme; J. B. Marsron, Concord; "VT. L. Melcher
& Co., Laconic: E. P. Richardson, Manchester; W. P. "Whitcher, Lisbon; McKean &
Andrews. Nashua: R. C. & H. S. Osgood. Claremont; J. E. Dewey, Lebanon; R. E.
Bean, Franklin FaUs ; Upton & Twiss, East JafErey : Frank C. Sturtevant, Lebanon.
Metbopole, Pabis, France. Morrill & Danforth, Concord : C. A. Field, Han-
over; McKean & Andrews, Nashua; W. P. Whitcher, Lisbon; Crawford & ToUes,
Great Falls ; John Sise. Porismouth ; Leach & Barnard, Franklin : Frank G. Clark,
Peterborough; Frank Freeman, Dover; George French, Manchester; D. K, Healey,
Keene ; Hiram D. Upton, East Jaffrey,
National Fibe, Hartfoed, Co>->'. D. H.Wendell, Dover; Robert C. Osgood,
Newport; J. G. Kimball, Nashua: F. G. Clark, Peterborough; George Tilden, Keene;
Staniels. Allison & Co., Concord: John G.Lane. Manchester; C. A. Hazlett, Ports-
mouth; E. A. Leightun, Great FalU; A. S. Parshley, Rochester.
Kkwabk Fire, Newark, N. J. H. A. Redfield, Dover; F. W. de Rochemont &
Son, Portsmouth; E. P. Richardson, Manchester.
Niagara Fire. New York City. J. G. Kimball, Nashua; F. W. de Rochemont
& Son. Portsmouth: Aldrich & Co.. Keene; G. M. Sanborn, Manchester; Staniels,
Allison & Co.. Concord; J. J. & G. W. Barrett. Littleton; H. A. Redfield, Dover; R.
E. Bean, Franklin Falls; T. E. Prescott. Laconia; R. B. Hatch, Peterborough; Geo.
M. Stevens & Son, Lancaster; J. E. Dewey, Lebanon.
North British axd Mercantile, Gbeat Bbitaix. Morrill & Danforth, Con-
cord; E. P. Richardson. Manchester: Frank Freeman. Dover; Robert C. Osgood,
Newport; J. J. & G. W. Barrett, Littleton; E. B. Huse, Enfield; C. Richardson,
Nashua; G. W. Wiggin. Exeter; Crawford & ToUes, Great Falls; Charles A. Hazlett,
Portsmouth ; D. K. Healey, Keene.
Northers, Loxdox, Exglaxd. Dexter Chase, Lancaster; D. M. White. Peter-
borough; J. G. Kimball. Nashua; George C. Gordon, .Salem; C. A. Field, Hanover;
Leach & Barnard, Franklin ; W. A. Berry. Bri.stol; Staniels, AlUsoi & Co., Concord;
D. K. Healey. Ke<>ne ; John C. French. 'Manchester; Frank H. Rollins, Plymouth;
True E. Prescott, Laconia; Charles W. Talpey, Farmington.
Oriext, Hartford, Coirs. G. A. French, Manchester; Georse Tilden. Keene;
Morse & H«ley, Portsmouth; Staniels, Allison & Co., Concord; C. O. Eastman, Clare-
mont; G. B. Prescott, Dover; C. Richardson, Nashua; R. B. Hatch, Peterborough.
Phemx. Bbookltx. N. Y. John C. French. Manchester; George Tilden, Keene;
McKean & Andrews, Nashua ; A. S. Parshley. Rochester ; Crawford & ToUes, Great
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rails; John Si?e, Portsmouth; Staniels. AlMson & Co.. Concord; E. C. & H. S. Os-
good, Claremont: Georpe B. Prescott. Dover; True E. Prescott, Laconia: R. B. Hatch,
Peterborough; 'William C. Fox, Wolfeborough ; R. E. Bean, Franklin Falls.
Phcexix, Hartford, Coxy. Jobn W. Currier, Alton; D. H. Wendell, Dover; J.
C. Campbt'll, Hillsborough Bridge; W. L. Melcher & Co.. Laconia; W. P. Whitcher,
Lisbon ; >". M. Swasey, North Haverhill ; McKeaii & Andrews, Nashua ; Morse & Hsley,
Portsmouth: William Yeaton, Pitrstield; E. M. Forbes, 'Winchefter ; A. P. Davis.
Warner; J. Fleemau, Wilton ; Frank G- Clark, Peterborough; L. B. Clough, Manches-
ter; A. S. Parshley. Rochester; F. H. Rollins, Plymouth; Charles H. Pitman, Farm-
ington; K. E. Dearborn. Bristol ; Aldrich & Co.. Keene; Leach Jc Barnard, Franklin;
Staniels, Allison & Co., Concord: J. J. & G. W. Barrett, Littleton: R. C. & H. S.
Osgood. Claremont; W, H. Belknap, E.xeter; Z. C. Perkins, Tilton ; William D. Knapp,
Great Falls; Dewey & Sturtevant, Lebanon : E. J. Temple, Hinsdale ; R. C.Osgood,
Newport.
Phcexix AssrKAXCE, LoxDOX, EXGLAXD. Aldrich & Co., Keene: True E. Pres-
cott, Laconia: F. W. de Rochemont & Son, Portsmouth ; C, Richardson, Nashua: C.
S, Averill, Millord; George A. French, Manchester: R. E. Bean, Franklin Falls; Chas.
A. Tufts, Dover; C. O. Eastman, Claremont; L. Jackman &. Co., Concord.
Pex>stlvaxia Fire, Philadelphia, Pa. John Sise. Portsmouth : Clarence M.
Edgerly, Manchester; Morrill & Danforth, Concord: McKean & Andrews, Nashua;
W, P, Whitcher. Lisbon; Frank Freeiaan, Dover; Crawford & Tolles. Great Falls;
Leach & Barnard, Franklin; Stearns & Jones, Bradford, Vt. ; J. E. Dewey, Lebanon;
G. A. Litckfield, Keene.
Prescott, Bostox. Ma.ss. L. Jackman & Co., Concord; J. C. French. Manches-
ter; Benjamin F. Haley, Newmarket.
Providexce Washixgtox, Protidexce, R. I. George B. Prescott. Dover; .John
G. Lane, Manchester; John >L Hopkins. Nashua; A. S. Parshley. Rochester; AJdrich
& Co., Keene; Charles W. Talpey, Farmington.
QcEEX, Liverpool, Esglaxd. Morrill & Danforth, Concord; C. A. Tufts, Dover;
John C. French, Manchester: Morse & llslev. Portsmouth; George A. Emerson, Bris-
tol.
QcTNCT Mutual. Quixct, Mas.=;. J. G. Kimball, Nashua; E. P. Richardson,
Manchester: W. L. Melcher & Co.. Laconia: Perlev Dodge. Amherst: Gilbert Wad-
leigh, Milford: C. A. Field, Hanover; John B, Pike". Lebanon; C, B. Perry, Fitzwill-
iam ; E. M. Heard. Sandwich: Staniels Allison & Co., Concord; William P. Burton,
West Lebanon ; Upton & Twiss, East JafErey ; Jeremiaih J»ne3, Alton.
Rochester Germax. Rochester, N. T. John C. French, Manchester; Caleb
Richardson, Nashua: L. Jackman & Co., Concord.
Royal, Liverpool, Exglajsd, CM. Edgerly, Manchester; McKean & Andrews,
Nashua; W. P. Moulton, E.xeter; Morrill & Dat"iforth. Concord; John Sise. Ports-
mouth: W. P. Whitcher, Lisbon; George B, Prescott, Dover: Crawford & ToUes,
Great Falls; Leach & Barnard, Franklin: Hunt & Hamilton, Athol, Mass.; Stearns &
Jones, Bradford, Vt. ; G. A. Litchfield, Keene; J. E. Dewev, Lebanon; Lawrence fc
Wheeler, Windsor, Vt.
Shoe axd Leather, Boston, Mass, E. J. Copp. Nashua; H. A. Redfield, Dover.
Springfield Fire axd Marine. Springfield, >L4SS. McKean & Andrews,
Nashua; N. M. Swasey. North Haverhill; E. J. Mathes. Rochester; C. A. Field. Han-
over; Morse i Il-ley. Portsmouth; Samuel W. Rollins, Meredith Village; Frank
Freeman. Dover; C,"M. Edgerly, Manchester: W. H. Morton. Salmon Falls; W. L.
Melcher & Co.. Laconia: R. S. Osgood. Newport; W. P. Moulton. Exeter: Charles F.
Parker, Wolieborough ; Crawford & Tolles. Great Falls: C. H. Pitman. Farmington;
Frank G. Clark, Peterborough; Joseph K. Lund. Bradford: Leach & Barnard, Frank-
lin; Burleigh & Adams. Plymouth ; Aldrich i Co., Keene: Staniels, Allison i Co.,
Concord: F. B. Osgood, North Conway; Dewey & Sturtevant, Lebanon: Jason H.
Dudley, Colebrook.
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Star Fire, New York City. Aldrich & Co.,Keene; G. M. Sanborn, Manches-
ter; Cliarles Pitman, Farmiiijjton ; Alfrtd R. Kvans, Gorham; Edward 31. Smith,
Alstead; R. C. & H. S.Osgood, <;iareinont; Morrill ADanforth, Concord; Frank Free-
man, Dover; W. L. Melcher & Co., T.aconia; Siuuuel Dodge, Portsmouth; F. H.
Rollins, Plymouth; William G. Foss, Wells River, Vt.
Standard Fire Office, London. George W. Sanborn, Manchester: F. W. de
Rochemont & Son, Portsmouth; H. A. Redfield, Dover.
Scottish Union and National. George W. Weeks, Manchester; Daniel M.
White, Peterborough.
Sun Fire Office, London. J. H. Ballard, Concord; N. Butler & Co., Fisherville;
€. O. Eastman, Claremont; A. J. Lane, Manchester ; T. E. Prescott Laconia; H. A.
Redfield. Dover; .J. H. Nutting, Candia; R. S. Perkins, Tilton ; C. H. Pitman, Farm-
ington ; Leach & Barnard. Franklin; E. J. Copp, Nashua; William C. Fox, Wolfebor-
ough ; George W. Nourse, Newport.
Traders and Mechanics', Lowell, Mass. J. F. Smith, Salem; L. B. Clough,
Manchester; J. G. Kimball, Nashua; W. L. Melcher & Co., Laconia; Parker & Young,
Lisbon; James Taft, Greenville.
Union, Philadelphia, Pa. G. M. Sanborn, Manchester; L. Jackman & Co.,
Concord; Aldrich & Son, Keene; True E. Prescott, Laconia.
Westchester Fire, New Rochelle, N. Y. Morrill & Danforth, Concord; E. P.
Richardson. Manchester; H. A. RedKeld, Dover; Charles O. Eastman, Claremont;
Samuel Dodge, Portsmouth ; Caleb Richardson, Nashua.
i
LIFE INSURANCE AGENTS.
^TNA Life, Hartford, Conn. W. A. Stone, Concord, General Agent; C. O.
Eastman, Claremont; A. G. Moiiette, Manchester; C. A. Field, Hanover; George W.
Anderson, Acworth; F. C. Blodgett, Plymouth.
Charter Oak, Hartford, Conn. D. E. Howard, Concord, General Agent;
Morse & Ilsley, Portsmouth; Luther Gage, Fisherville; E.J. Durant, Lebanon; A. J.
Prescott, Concord ; S. H. Edes, Newport.
Connecticut Mutual Life, Hartford, Conn. ^lark R. Buxton, Nashua, Gen-
eral Agent; J. C French, Manchester; Oliver C. Titcomb, Great Falls; A. S. Parsh-
ley, Rochester; James F. Leighton, Laconia.
Equitable Life Assurance Society, New York City. Dennison W. Jackson,
Concord.
John Hancock, Boston, Mass. George Vine, Manchester.
Manhattan Life, New York City. George A. French, Manchester ; D.H.Wen-
dell, Dover.
Massachusetts ^Iutual Life, Springfield, Mass. 31. V. B. Edgerly, Man-
chester, Manager; J. M. Cliapman, Manchester; G. A. Ramsdell, Nashua; W. W.
Cushman, Dover; IL C. Aldrich, Keene; A. W. Baker, Lebanon; J. C. Campbell,
Hillsborough Bridge; F.G.Clark, Peterborough; S. A. Carter, Concord ; C. L. 3Ie-
loon, Nashua; J. H. Nutiing, Candia; Charles Tarbell, Wilton ; George C. Gilmore,
General Agent, Manchester ; Elliot W. Baker, Antrim ; A. P. Davis, Waruer ; Charles
H. Adams, Claremont; George E. Dame, Newport.
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Metropolitan, New York City. Charles Stansfield and A. II. Teale, Dover; Pe-
ter Mercier and E. F. Spencer, Manchester ; Daniel Johnson, Nashua.
Mutual Life, New York City. C. M. Gignoux, Portsmouth, General Agent;
John G. Lane, Mancliester; Francis R. Drake, North Hampton; lUirieifih & Adams,
Plymouth; Solon A. IVck, Lebanon; R. C. Osgood, Newport; G. G. Dort, Keeiie; G.
B. Prescott, Dover; E. A. Tieitrliton, Great Falls; R. A. Arnold, Nashua; L. .lackman,
Concord; .1. B. Shai)lei}ih, Great Falls; James A. Jackson, Littletun ; C. E. Allen,
Lancaster; W.F. Westgate. Haverhill; J. H. Twiss, East Jaffrey; Geo. Olcott, Charles-
town ; J. W. Tralton. Portsmouth; C. K. Mason. Marlborough; E. J. Temple, Hins-
dale; "H. S. Osgood, Claremont; T. E. Prescott, Laconia.
Mutual Benefit Life, Newark, N. J. Henry A. Yeaton, Portsmouth ; Isaac A.
Hill, Concord ; W. C.Robinson, Portsmouth ; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls; Dexter
Chase, Lancaster.
National Life, Montpelier, Vt. A.J. Lane, Manchester; A. C. Pierce, Con-
cord; G. N. Farwell, 2d, Claremont.
New England Mutual Life, Boston, Mass. W. P. Burton, West Lebanon;
Frank Freeman, Dover; Morse &Ilsley, Portsmouth.
New York Life, New York City. Benjamin S. Calef, Boston, Mass.; B. A. Ball,
Boston, Mass.; Albert Kidder, Manchester; H. J. Crippen, Concord; F. W. Piatt, Ha-
verhill, ^lass. ; Leverett Clark, Haverhill, ]\Iass.
NORT^-^VESTERN INIUTUAL, MILWAUKEE, Wis. J. J. Dillon, General Agent, Man-
chester; George B. Hilliard, Boston, Mass.; Patrick Devine, Manchester; Aiel H. As-
silin, Manchester; Daniel B. Donovan, Concord.
Penn Mutual, Philadelphia, Pa. Frederick Webber, Dover ; John R. Briggs,
Nashua.
State IMutual, Worcester, Mass. Asa A. Tufts, Dover; Charles F. Greeley,
E.xeter.
Travelers' Insurance Company, Hartford. Conn. ^fcKean & Andrews,
Nashua; Morse & Ilsley, Portsmouth; George B. Prescott, Dover; Ahirich & Co.,
Keene; N. Butler & Co., Fisherville; James J. Barrett. Littleton; E. J. Dnrant, Leb-
anon ; W. (j. Everett, Manchesrer; .Smith Emerson, Dover; George A. French, Man-
chester; Frank Freeman, Dover; Charles E Goodwin, Great Falls; C. O. Eastman,
Claremont; George H. Emerson. Lancaster; E. G. Chamberlin, Plymouth; George H.
Everett, Laconia; A. R Evans, Gorham; Cliarles L. Gilmore, Concord; Cliarles Hart-
well, Worcester, Mass.; F. E. Day, IJoston, Mass. ; J. L. Denison, Hartford, Conn. ; B.
A. Haskell, Boston, Mass.; R. A. Ilolnian, Boston, Mass.; C. O. Whitney, Hartford,
Conn. ; C. B. Dennis, Hartford, Conn; E. W Abbe, Boston, Mass. ; R. E. Bean, Franklin
Falls; Wilner S. Davis, Lake Village; Alonzo Elliott, Manchester; E. A. Leighton,
Great Falls; .Staniids, Allison & Co , Concord; (Jeorge M. Stevens & Son, Lancaster;
George E. Smith, Portsmouth; Clarence H. Kenney, Nashua; W. A. Stone, Concord.
Union Mutual, Portland, Me. .John F. Ferris, Portland, Me., State Agent; M.
H.Calvert, Meredith; V. C. Gilman, Nashua; F. B. Osgood, North Conway; Lyman
Jackman, Concord
United States Life. New York City. C. N. Woodbury, Portland, Me.




RELATING TO FOREIGN INSURANCE COMPANIES AND
THEIR AGENTS.
[From chapter 174, General Laws.]
Section—
1. Prerequisites to the transaction of busi-
ness in this state by foreign insurance
companies
2. License required—prerequisites there-
to—how long to continue—fee there-
for.
3. Agents, who may be licensed— fee:
penalty for soliciting insurance with-
out license.
Section—
4. Returns by foreign insurance compa-
nies—fees of commissioner, <S:c.
5. Tax on foreign insurance companies,
how assessed and when paid: penalty
for non-payment.
Sectiox 1. No joint stock insurance company, not organized
under tlie laws of this state, shall be admitted into this state to
transact the business of such company, unless it shall possess a
paid-up capital of two hundred thousand dollars, invested in
securities readily convertible into cash, one hundred thousand
dollars of which capital shall be invested in such securities
other than mortgages of real estate ; nor unless such company
shall possess, in addition to such capital, assets equal in amount
to all its outstanding liabilities, estimating fifty per cent, of pre-
miums received on unexpired fire risks, and the whole amount
of premiums received on marine risks as a liability, and the
premium reserve on life risks, based on the actuaries' table of
mortality, with interest at four per cent, as a liability ; nor shall
any mutual insurance compau}', not organized under the laws
of this state, be admitted into this state for the transaction of the
business of such company, unless it shall possess two hundred
thousand dollars of cash assets invested as above, nor unless it
shall possess such assets equal to all its outstanding liabilities
(including re-insurance, to be estimated as in the case of joint-
stock insurance companies above named, and including the
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amount of guaranteed capital as a liability) : nor shall any such
joint-stock or mutual insurance company, nor its agents, do
business in this state until it has filed with the insurance com-
missioner of this state a written stipulation, duly authenticated
by the company, agreeing that any legal process affecting the
company, served on the insurance commissioner for the time
being, shall have the same effect as if served personally on the
company within this state : nor until all the laws relating to
insurance companies of other states, enacted by this state, shall
have been complied with.
Sec. 2. It shall not be lawful for any such insurance com-
pany to transact any insurance business in this state unless such
company shall fii'st obtain license of the insurance commissioner
authorizing the company so to do. Before receiving such
license, the company shall file with the insurance commissioner
a certified copy of its charter and by-laws, and a full statement,
under oath, of its president and secretary, showing the financial
condition and standing of the company, in accordance with
blanks furnished by him. except in cases where the company
have already filed such annual statement. Upon receiving such
copies and statement, if the commissioner is satisfied with the
same, and that the company meets and has complied with the
requirement of section one of this chapter, he shall grant such
license, authorizing such company to do insurance business by
authorized agents, subject to the laws of this state, until the
first day of April thereafter : and annually thereafter, on the
first day of April, such license may be renewed, so long as siich
company shall comply with the requirements aforesaid, and the
commissioner shall regard the company as safe, reliable, and
entitled to public confidence. For each license and renewal, as
above, the company shall pay to the insurance commissioner
the sum of five dollars. Such license may be revoked at any
time by the commissioner for the causes and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Sec. 3. No person shall act as an agent of any such insurance
company until he shall have filed with the insurance commis-
sioner a certificate from the company, or its authorized general
agent, authorizing him to act as such agent, and obtained
license thereon from him so to do. for each company for which
he proposes to act. Upon filing the certificate aforesaid, the
commissioner shall issue a license to such person to act as an
insurance agent in this state, provided the company for which
such person proposes to procure or solicit applications for
insurance therein shall be authorized to do insurance business in
this state, which license shall continue until the first day of
April thereafter, unless for cause revoked in the meantime
;
and. upon filing a certificate, as aforesaid, such license may be
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renewed on said first day of April, and annualh' thereafter
;
and for such license, and each subsequent renewal, the person
receiving the same shall pay to the commissioner the sum of
one dollar. If any person shall solicit or receive any risk or
application for insurance, or receive money or value therefor,
for any insurance company or agent, without such license from
the commissioner, or after the license granted to him or the
company for which he acts as agent has been revoked, he shall
be punished for each offence by tine not exceeding one hundred
dollars, one half to the use of the prosecutor : but any policy
issued on an application thus procured shall bind the company
if otherwise valid : Provided, however, that this section shall
not apply to any person who only acts as clerk to any insurance
company or agent.
8ec. 4. Every such insurance company doing business in
this state, shall, on or before the first day of March in each
year, transmit to the insurance commissioner a statement, un-
der oath, of its president and secretary, of the whole amount of
premiums received in money, or in the form of notes, credits,
loans, or any other substitute for money, by or on account of
said company, during the year ending on the thirty-first day of
the preceding December, for any insurance made by it on per-
sons or property in this state, also exhibiting its assets, liabili-
ties, amount of capital stock actually paid in. amount of out-
standing risks, and the business, standing, and affairs of the
company generally, in accordance with blanks to be furnished
by the commissioner, adapted to the business of such company,
and shall pay to the commissioner, upon filing said statement,
the sum of five dollars. It shall also transmit to the commis-
sioner a like statement of its standing and affairs at any other
time when he shall require it.
Sec. 5. Every such insurance company, doing business in
this state, shall pay to the state treasurer a tax of one per cent,
upon its premium receipts, as specified in the preceding section,
to be assessed by the insurance commissioner, on or before the
first day of April each year, on the amount received during the
year, ending on the thiity-first day of the preceding December.
Said tax shall be paid within one month after notice from the
commissioner of the amount thereof, and in case any insurance
company shall refuse or neglect to pay the full amount of such
tax, as aforesaid, the commissioner may, at his discretion, re-
voke the license of such company.
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DAMAGES BY FIRE FROM LOCOMOTIV^ES.
[From chapter 162, General Laws.]
Section—
1. Proprietors of railroads liable for
damage done by fire.
2. They may insure exposed property.
Section—
3. Insurance by owners to inure to pro-
prietors of railroads.
Section 1. The proprietors of every railroad shall be liable
for all damages which shall accrue to any person or property, by
fire or steam, from any locomotive or other engine on such road.
—Sec. 8 ; 38 N. H. 242 ; 43 N. H. 627.
Sec. 2. Such proprietors shall have an insurable interest in
all property situate on the line of such road, exposed to such
damage, and may effect insurance thereon for their own benefit.
Sec. 9.
Sec. 3. Any insurance effected by the owners of such prop-
erty thereon shall so far inure to the benefit of the proprietors
of such railroad, that in case of loss such proprietors shall be
entitled to a deduction from the damages of the amount received
thereon, except the premium and expense of recovering the
same, or to an assignment of the policy, upon payment of the
whole damaaes sustained.—Sec. 10.
LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES.
[From chapter 175, General Laws.]
Sectiox—
1. Life insurance for benefit of married
woman, to inure to her sole use.
2. To inure to benefit of party for whom
procured.
Section—
3. If procured with intent and effect of
defrauding creditors, party to refund
premiums and interest.
Section 1. Any policy of insurance on the life of any person,
expressed to be for the benefit of any married woman, whether
effected by herself, or her husband, or any other person, shall
inure for her benefit, or, in case of her death, to her children, if
any, against the claims of the creditors or representatives of
the person effecting the same.
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Sec. 2. When a policy of insurance is effected by any person
on his own life or the life of another, expressed to be for the
benefit of a third person or his representative, the party for
whose benefit such policy is so expressed to be made shall be
entitled to the sum so insured, against the claims of the credi-
tors or representatives of the party effecting the same.
Sec. 3. But if it appears that such policy was procured with
intent and to the eft"eet to defraud creditors of the person effect-
ing the same, the part}^ receiving the money secured by such
policy shall be liable to such creditors for the amount of all pre-
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To the Legislature of the State of New Hampshire
:
The Railroad Commissioners of the state of Xew Hampshire
herewith submit for your consideratiou their thirty-ninth annual
report, for the year ending March 31. 1883, together with the
returns made to this office by the several railroads doing busi-
ness in the state.
In the early history of the railroads of New Hampshire, the
commissioners had important duties to perform, and their reports
were doubtless valuable and interesting. To-day thes' are offi-
cials with few duties and small power, and their reports at the
best can be but essays upon matters to which their official atten-
tion has been called, and reprints of the annual reports of the
directors of the several railroad corporations, which are obtain-
able in other publications.
To continue the republication of such reports, especially in
years when the legislature does not meet and no action can be
taken upon them, seems an unnecessary expense. If it is to be
continued, the law should be so changed as to require the offi-
cials of the several railroads to furnish the data earlier than now,
as under the present statute they may and do withhold them
until the last day of May. rendering it impossible for the com-
missioners to comply with the law in regard to furnishing the
copy to the public printer. They should be required to furnish
them to the board of commissioners as early as the 20th of May,
that they may have time to tabulate the report in season to meet
the requirements of the law.
During the twelve months covered by this report the board
has been called together but twice,—once at Concord, to assess
the land damages incident to the depot improvements there, and
once at Plymouth, to assess those ni)Ou the Pemigewasset Val-
ley road. Beyond this our work has been mainly clerical, and
has consisted in preparing our annual reports. This meets the
full requirements of the law pertaining to our duty, as it now
exists.
The Pemigewasset A'alley road from Plymouth to North
Woodstock, a distance of twenty miles, has been built, and is
now in operation. This is the only addition to the mileage of
the railroad in the state during the year. All the roads have,
however, been greatly improved, and are now in excellent con-
dition. Their directors generally report an increase in business
and profits, and their stocks have, as a rule, appreciated in
value. This is largely due, we believe, to the creation of new
business by the establishment of new industries and the exten-
sion of old ones upon their respective lines. This fact suggests
the policy which should be pursued in the future.
We can have no business prosperity in New Hampshire with-
out good railroad facilities and favorable rates ; and we can have
no dividend-paying roads without prosperous industries along
their lines. If this were constantly considered, both by the pub-
lic and the railroad officials, we should have small need of laws
regulating their dealings with each other. As it is, some new
legislation is demanded.
Our railroad code was enacted for conditions that do not now
exist. Many of its provisions are obsolete, some are openl}'
broken, and others are evaded, the excuse being that it is im-
possible to manage roads in conformity with them and satisf}^
the reasonable demands of patrons and stockholders. It seems
to be agreed that some way should be provided whereby parties
wishing to build new roads may obtain authority to do so with-
out being subjected to the trouble, expense, and delay necessary
to secure a special charter from the legislature.
Laws establishing the rates at which railroads shall serve the
public have never found favor in this state, and it is doubtful if
one can be framed which will be satisfactory to the public and
at the same time allow the roads to earn fair dividends. Charges
that are reasonable upon one ro;id would he extortionate upon
another more favoral)ly located. This is one of the many
circumstances which will dictate railroad charges. Demand
and supply are reciprocal, and they will always average them-
selves.
A law. however, prohibiting any road from charging more for
carrying freight or passengers a less distance than is charged
for carrying it a greater, or, in other words, making the charge
proportionate to the service rendered, would, it seems to us,
command the approval of the people and work no injustice to
the roads.
The tendency of the times is towards the union of roads which
constitute through lines ; and whenever this can be done upon
fair terms, it is obvious that it may be for the benefit of all
interested.
Two very important measures will doubtless be submitted to
your consideration at this session,—a general railroad law, and
the establishment of a railroad commission. In regard to the
former, the natural features of our state forbid the construction
of lines of road of any considerable length save in its great val-
leys—the Connecticut, the Merrimack, the Piscataqua and Saco,
and the Ashuelot and their tributaries. These are now all occu-
pied by well equipped and well managed roads, and no new
through lines of road could be built but to the great detriment
of the existing lines. Doubtless in no state in the Union has
the construction of railroads been more difficult or expensive
;
and those who have invested their capital in these enterprises,
that have been and are of such vital importance to the indus-
tries and development of the resources of the state, should be
justly guarded in their chartered rights. That non-competing
lines centering in one terminus might consolidate their interests
for business purposes, appears to be in the line of economy, as
one management is less expensive than a half dozen ; also it
would appear to remove the great sources of rivalry that have
so often led to expensive and vexatious legislation.
A combination of interest would not naturally enure to the
injury of the local patrons of the roads, but otherwise a lessen-
ing of running expenses has always led to a cheapening of rates,
and at no time will thev be bevond the control of the state that
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created them. Au uujust monopoly can uever long exist while
the power is in the hands of the oppressed.
In regard to a railroad commission, while it would be well that
more scope and power should be given the present commission,
to create a new commission, who shall be appointed by the gov-
ernor and council and not b}'^ the choice of the people, clothing
them with almost absolute power, should demand the most
careful consideration.
The railroads are the great business arteries of our state, and
any legislation that shall cramp their energies, limit their capacity
for transacting business, or burden them with unjust competition,
will be deplored, as it must inevitably react upon the prosperity
and development of the state. On the other hand, the patrons
should be secured from the abuses that may spring from the
power of accumulated capital placed in the hands of unscrupu-
lous men. Both roads and people have their rights, and it is the
legitimate scope and power of legislation to protect each with
impartial justice.
But few accidents involving injury to persons or loss of life
have occurred during the year on the lines of roads operated in
our state, and none of them were chargeable to the management
or carelessness of the roads. Nevertheless we would respect-
fully call your attention to one source of danger upon which we
deem further legislation is necessary. In man}' places, where
the highways cross the railroads at grade, trees and bushes are
so dense that persons travelling upon the highway are unable to
observe approaching trains until within dangerous proximity.
We would recommend that the railroads should have author-
ity, and be required to remove such obstructions for a distance
of at least two hundred feet from all such crossings. Life is
more valuable than any pecuniary consideration, and should
have all the protection that prudent foresight can possibly throw
around it.
We rejoice in the prosperity of this great industry of our
state, and hope that by wise legislation and skilful management
it may continue, as through it the best financial interests of our
citizens are conserved.
In conclusion, the commissioners desire to acknowledge the
attention and courtesy shown them by the several railroad offi-
cials with whom they have had business relatious while engaged
in their duties, and the readiness with which they have com-






MOULTONBOROUGH, JuUC 1, 1883.
Mileage of Railroads completed and in operation within the limits
of the State of Xeic Hampshire.
No. Miles.
1. Ashnelot Railroad—Keene to Ashnelot 23.00
2. Atlantic & St. Lawrence Railroad (Grand Trunk Railway Companj', lessee)
—
state line in Shelburne to Connecticut River at North Stratford 52.00
3. Boston, Concord & Montreal Railroad—Concord to Groveton 146.17
Branch—Wing Road to base of mountain 20.39
166.56
4. Boston & Maine Railroad—state line, Mass., to state line, Me 34.75
5. Cheshire Railroad—state line, Mass., to state line, Vt . . 42.81
6. Concord Railroad—Concord to Xashua 35.00
7. Concord & Claremont Railroad—Concord to Claremont 56.00
Branch—Contoocook to HUlsborough Bridge 15.00
71.00
8. Concord & Portsmouth Railroad—Portsmouth to ^fanchester 40.50
9. Dover & Winnipesaukee Railroad—Dover to Alton Bay 29.00
10. Eastern Railroad—Seabrook to Portsmouth 16.55
11. Fitchburg Railroad—state line, Mass., to Greenville 9 37
12. Manchester & Lawrence Railroad—Manchester to state line in Salem 22.39
13. Manchester i North Weare Railroad—.Manchester to North Weare 19.00
14. Monadnock Railroad—state line, M.ass., to Peterborough 13.76
15. Mt. Washington Railway—Vase of mountain to summit 3.33
16. Na.-hua. Acton & Boston Railroad—Nashua to state line 4.75
17. Nashua & Lowell Railroad—Nashua to state line. Mass 5.25
18. Nashua i Rochester Railroad—Nashua to Rochester 48.81
19. Northern Railroad—Concord to West Lebanon 69.50
Branch—Franklin to Bristol 13.41
82.91
20. Peterborough Railroad—Wilton to Greenfield 10.50
21. Portland & Ogdensburg Railroad— state line. Me., to state line, Vt 42.00
22. Portland & Rochester R;\ilroad—state line. Me., to Rochester ti.OO
23. Portsmouth, Great Falls & Conway Railroad—Portsmouth to Conway 71.37
24. Portsmouth & Dover Railro.ad—Portsmouth to Dover 10.88
25. Sullivan County Railroad—Windsor, Yt , to Bellows Falls, Vt 25.50
26. Suncook Valley Railroad—Suncook to Pittsfield 18.00
27. West Amesbury Branch Railroad—state line, Mass., to Newton 2.25
28. Wilton Railroad—Nashua to Wilton 15.-50
29. Wolfeborough Railroad—Wakefield to Wolfeborough 12.00
30. Worcester & Nashua Railroad—state line to Nashua 6.63
31. The Peterborough & Hillsborough Railroad—Peterborough to Hillsborough
Bridge 19.50
32. Manchester & Keene Railroad—Greenfield to Keene 29.55
33. Profile «& Franconia Notch Railroad—Bethlehem Junction to Profile House,
Bethlehem 1.3.00
34. Whitefield & Jefferson Railroad—Whitefield to Jefferson 10.00
35. Pemigewasset Valley (no report) 20.00
Total mileage completed within the limits of the state 1,0.:8.09
STATEMENT
OF THE
FINA]^( IAL COjVDITIOX OF RAILROADS
IX NEW HAMPSHIRE.
CONCORD RAILROAD.
Line of RoarJ—Concord to Nashua, 35 miles, double track.
Branch : Concord to Hooksett. 7 miles. Leased : Concord &
Portsmouth Railroad. 40.") miles ; Manchester & North AVeare
Railroad, 19 miles ; Suucook Valley Railroad. 20 miles ; Nashua,
Acton & Boston Railroad. 20.21 miles. Total leased lines,
yy.26 miles.
The Manchester & Lawrence Railroad. 26 miles, is also oper-
ated hv this company : consequently the total mileage of road
operated In- the Concord corporation is 167.26 miles, of which
148.64 miles are in the state.
A comparison of the financial statement with that of last year
shows a" small increase in the gross receipts of the road.
During eleven mouths of the year the road has been operated
with the Boston &. Lowell, under the business arrangement
referred to in our last annual report.
Said arrangement has been annulled, the Boston & Lowell
having decided that a continuance of the same would be unsat-
isfactory to them.
During the year the stockholders have received two dividends
of five per cent. each. Large additions have been made to the
rollina: stock, and also to the interest of the Concord road in the
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through Hue. The road-bed, track, and bridges have been kept
well repaired, aud are in first-class condition.
Three hundred aud sixty-three tons of new steel rails have
been laid; 91,181 new cross ties, and 82,790 feet of connection
ties aud frog timbers have been put in during the year ; 18,820
feet of new side-track have been laid ; 450 feet of trestle bridging
for coal-sheds at Concord have been built, a new turn-table put
in at Concord Junction, iron girders in place of wood have been
put under the track over several culverts on the road, aud new
arches have been put in the Souhegau bridge at Merrimack aud
in the Kelley Falls bridge on North Weare road. A new truss
bridge has been built over Bear brook, and also a new truss
bridge over Little Suncook river on the Suucook Valley road.
Four hundred feet of pile bridging, near Epsom station, has
been filled with earth aud stone, and such repairs as were
required to other bridges upon the road during the j'ear have
been made.
THE DEPOTS AND OTHER BUILDINGS
of the road have generally been kept in good repair. A new
shed, 30 by 190 feet, for the storage of lumber, has been built
at Manchester, aud additions made to the coal-sheds at Man-
chester aud Raymond. The new freight-house aud yard im-
provements at Concord have been uearly completed, with the
exceptiou of about sixteen hundred yards of stone paving, which
has been contracted for aud is now being put in. Plans for a
new passenger station and office building at Concord have been
substantially agreed upon, aud the work of constructing the
same will soon be commenced.
ACCIDENTS.
The following fatal casualties have occurred, viz. :
June 17, 1882, Josiah West jumped fi'om a moving train in
the 3'ard at Manchester, fell upon the track, was run over, aud
fatally injured.
July 15, 1882, Josiah R. Thompson jumj^ed from a moving
locomotive at Thornton's Ferry station, was drawn under the
wheels, aud killed.
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Se|)t('inl)fr 20, 1H,S2, two section-incii i'iiii)loved l)y the road,
while walking upon the track about four miles below Concord,
were struck ])y a passing locomotive and killed.
February U, 1883, the engine of the pay-train struck and killed
a boy about eleven years old, who was unloading wood near the
track above East Weare.
No blame was attached to the road or its employes in either
instance.
Financial Statement, March 31, 1883.
General Exhibit.
Total income, $1,317,879.99
Total expense, including taxes, 1,116,621.38
Net income, $201,258.61
Rentals, 50,875.00
Balance applicable to dividends, $150,383.61
Dividends declared (10 per cent.), 150,000.00
Balance for the year, $383.61
Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Earnings.
From local passengers, $397,319.40
through passengers, 104,120.54
express and extra baggage, 22,445.69
mails, 11,938.55
Total, passenger department, $535,824.18
From local freight, $414,470.51
through freight, 315,695.06
Total, freight department, $730,165.57
Total transportation earnings, $1,265,989.75
Rents of land and buildings, $15,876.73
Miscellaneous, 36,013.51
.$51,890.24




Salaries, general officers, and clerks, 24,773.67
Law expenses, 5,065.95
Insurance, 4,996.96
Stationery and printing, 8,015.64
Outside agencies and advertising, 2,819.78
Contingencies, 6,459.26
Repairs bridges (including culverts and
cattle guards), 16,523.88
Repairs buildings, 21,916.64




Repairs road-way and track, 94,256.63
Repairs locomotives, 43,123.32
Fuel for locomotives, 123,919.95
Water supply, 5,380.46
Oil and waste, 12,986.77
Locomotive service, 68.789.07
Repairs passenger cars, 20,906.31
Passenger train service, 31,894.21
Passenger train supplies, 3,106.70
Mileage, passenger cars (debit balance), 3,266.37
New cars, and repairs freight cars, 73,109.06
Freight train service, 41,669.74
Freight train supplies, 583.57
Mileage, freight cars (debit balance), 16,331.89
Telegraph expenses (maintenance and
operating), 6,551.06
Damage and loss of freight and bag-
gage, 1,776.56
Damage to property and cattle, 1,905.45
Personal injuries, 2,625.31
Agents and station service, 139,125.64
Station supplies, 10,781.78
Total operating expenses, S872,347.16
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Amount brought forward, $872,347.16
Taxes, 49,013.15
Manchester & Lawrence Railroad, $58,(388.58
;
Manchester & Keene KaUroad, $39,308.03, 97,996.61
Rentals of roads, 50,875.00
Improvements at Concord, 38,069.24
Through line cars, 50,000.00




Number of local passeugers (including
season), 1,670,374
Number of through passengers, 148,212
Total number of passengers carried, 1,818,586
Total passenger mileage, passengers 1 mile, 26,396,541
Number tons local freight carried, 19d,Q'22^^s>j^(f
Number tons through fi'eight carried, 887,365 §^^
Total tons freight carried, \MQ,987^%\\f
Total freight mileage, tons 1 mile, 35,972,719^0^(1
Average number of persons employed, 662.
Length of road, 34|^ miles, 158 feet.
Length of sidings, 31 miles, 5,257 feet.
ROLLING STOCK.
P^ngines—wood, 19 ; coal, 19 ;—total, 38. Passenger, with
power brake, 15. Freight, 15 ; with power brake, 3. Switch-
ing, 8.
Number and kind of cars : 45 passenger cars, 1 pay car, 16
baggage cars, 4 milk cars ;—410 box cars, 448 long platform,
40 short platform, 127 coal cars, 148 dump cars,—total, freight
cars, 1,173.
Kind of brake, Westinghouse automatic.
OFFICER^^.
President—J. Thomas Vose, Boston, Mass.
Treasurer—Nathan Parker, Manchester.
Corp. Clerk—Joseph W. Fellows, Manchester.
Superintendent—H. E. Chamberlin, Concord.
Gen. Freight Agent—Samuel Barrett, Concord.
Gen. Ticket Agent—Frank E. Brown, Concord.
Cashier—J. Frank Webster, Concord.
Directors—I. Thomas Vose, Boston, Mass ; Frederick Smyth,.
Manchester ; Samuel N. Bell, Manchester ; Benjamin A. Kim-
ball, Concord; Francis B. Hayes, Boston, Mass.; Henry C»
Sherburne, Concord ; James W. Johnson, Enfield.
Corporate name of company and principal address :
Concord Railroad Corporation, Concord, N. H.
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CONCORD & PORTSMOUTH RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Mauchester to Portsmouth, 41 miles. The
origiual line of road was from Concord to Portsmouth, 59 miles.
Length of sidings, 6^ miles.
This road is oi>erated by the Concord Railroad under a busi-
ness contract, and no separate account is kept of its earnings
and expenses, all being included in the report of the Concord
Railroad.
No accidents are reported for the year.
Financial Statement, March 31, 1883.
General Exhibit.
Total income (rental), $25,000.00
Total expense of organization, 500.00
Net income, $24,500.00
Balance applicable to dividends, 24,500.00
Dividends declared, 7 per cent., 24,500.00




Superintendent—H. E. Chamberlin, Concord.
Directors—Stephen Kenrick, Franklin : B. F. Martin, Man-
chester ; Joseph B. Walker, Concord; S. N. Bell, Manchester;
J. J. Pickering, Portsmouth ; J. J. Bell, Exeter ; Walter M.
Parker, Manchester.
Corporate name and principal address : Concord & Portsmouth
Railroad, Concord. N. H.
MANCHESTER & LAAVRENCE RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Manchester to the state line at Methuen,
Mass. Length, 22.39 miles. Leased of the Boston & Maine
Railroad, the Methuen Branch, 3.75 miles. Total length of
road operated, 26.14 miles.
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This road is operated by the Concord Railroad under a busi-
ness arrangement, there being no actual lease.
Separate accounts of its earnings and expenses are kept, and
are reported in the financial statement below.
Financial Statement, March 31, 1883.
General Exhibit.
Total income, $180,498.19
Total expense, including taxes, 69,242.44
Net income, $111,255.75
Rentals, 11,000.00
Balance applicable to dividends, $100,255.75
Dividends declared, 10 per cent., 100,000.00
Balance for the year, $255.75
Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Earnings.
From local passengers, $36,789.08
through passengers, 28,857.06




rentals of land and buildings, 84.34
Miscellaneous, 4,006.68
Concord Railroad Co., on account, 58,688.58
Total income from all sources, $180,498.19
Eaypenses.
Salaries, general officers, and clerks, $1,966.67
Law expenses, 409.95
Stationery and printing, 214.86
Outside agencies and advertising, 86.02
Contingencies, 482.43




Repairs fences, road-crossings, and signs, 410,81
Renewal rails, 3,361.63
Renewal ties, 2,857.09
Repairs road-way and track, 10,004.33
Fuel for locomotives, 19,284.95
Water supply, 11.63
Removiug snow and ice, 248.75
Locomotive service, 4,379.12
Passenger train service, 2,842.28
Switchmen and watchmen, 480.00
Freight train service, 1,733.35
Rent 3Iethuen Branch, 11,000.00
Damage and loss of freight and baggage, 37.37
Damage to property' and cattle, 36.00
Miscellaneous, 17.74
Agents and station service, 3,795.30
Station supi)lies, 187.77
Taxes, 15,428.49





Number tons local freight carried, 22,716
Number tons through freight carried, 34,604
Total tons freight carried, 57,320
Total freight mileage, tons one mile, 1,039,861
OFFICERS.
President—B. F. Martin, Manchester.
Treasurer—Geo. B. Chandler, Manchester.
Clerk of Corporation—S. N. Bell, Manchester.
Ass't Supt.—J. W. Hildreth, Manchester.
Directors—^. F. Martin, Manchester ; Edward A. Abbot,
Boston, Mass. ; Joseph W. Smith, Andover, Mass. ; Nathan
Parker, Manchester ; William A. Tower, Boston, Mass. ; Asa
Fowler, Concord ; John A. White, Concord.
Corporate name of company, and principal address : Man-
chester & Lawrence Railroad, Manchester, N. H.
SUNCOOK VALLEY RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Pittsfield to the line of the Ilooksett Branch
of the Concord Railroad in Suncook village, 19 miles.
This road is operated by the Concord Railroad under a lease
j
of date January 1, 1870. The lessees furnish necessary equip-
ment.
No sepai'ate accounts of earnings and expenses are kept, alL
being included in returns of lessees.
Financial Statement, March 31, 1883.
Total income, $14,700.00
Total expense, 300.00




all items of assets, 1350,296.00




President—Samuel N. Bell, Manchester.
Superintendent—H. E. Chamberlin, Coucortl.
Treasurer—James A. AYeston, Manchester.
Directors—Samuel N. Bell, M. V. B. Edgerly, Frederick
Smyth, Manchester ; Natt Head, Hooksett ; L. R. Towle, R. L.
French, Pittsfield ; C. H. Carpenter, Chichester.
Corporate name and principal address :. Suncook Valley Rail-
road, Manchester, N. H.
NASHUA, ACTON & BOSTON RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Nashua to Acton, Mass., 20.21 miles, of
which 4.75 miles are in New Hampshire. The road is leased to
the Concord Railroad for a term of ten years, from January 1,
1876, at an annual rental of $11,000.
The earnings and expenses of the road are included in those
of the Concord R. R.




Interest on funded debt, $30,000.00






Balance for the year, deficit.
Balance last year, deficit.






Dill! from agents and compa-
nies, 2,750 00













A separate orgauizatiou is maintained, with officers as fol-
lows :
OFFICEKS.
President—J. C. Moulton, Laconia.
Treasurer—F. D. Cook, Nashua.
Clerk—J. B. Goodrich, Nashua.
Directors—J. C. Moulton, Laconia; B, A. Kimball, Concord;
H. C. Sherburne, Concord ; J. T. Vose, Boston, Mass. ; F. B.
Hayes, Boston, Mass, ; W. P. Wilson, Boston, Mass. ; Fred-
erick Smyth, Manchester; Samuel N. Bell, Manchester; J. W.
Johnson, Entield ; Dana Sargent, Nashua; J. B. Clarke, Man-
chester.
Corporate name and principal address : Nashua, Acton &
Boston Railroad, Nashua, N. H.
MANCHESTER & NORTH WEARE RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Manchester to North Weare. Length, 19
miles.
This line is operated by the Concord Railroad, no separate




Clerk—C. H. Bartlett, Manchester.
Superintendent—H. E. Chamberlin, Concord.
Directors—Phinehas Adains, Clinton W. Stanley, Charles E.
Balch, Charles Chase, of Manchester ; Jesse Gault, of Hook-
sett ; B. A. Kimball, of Concord ; J. Thomas Vose, of Boston,
Mass.
Corporate name and principal address : Manchester & North
Weare Railroad, Manchester, N. H.
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NORTHERN RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Concord to White River Junction, Vt., 69.5
miles. Branch, Franklin to Bristol, 13.41 miles. Total length
of road operated by the company, 82.91 miles, with 16.5 miles
of side track.
The Northern road also operates the Concord & Claremont
and Peterborough & Hillsborough roads, and are principal own-
ers in those lines.
A comparison of the results of the business for the year with
that of the preceding year shows a considerable increase in the
gross receipts with a comparatively small increase in amount of
expenses.
The net income is, consequently, materially larger than in the
preceding year, caused principally by a reduction of expenses
largely attributed to the laying of the main line of road with
steel rails, which not only reduces the expense of repairs of
track, but of rolling stock generally.
The track is in excellent order and thorough repair, and the
stations, buildings, and bridges have all been well maintained.
The legislature, at its last session, passed an act authorizing
the union of the Northern and Concord & Claremont roads.
The Northern, at its annual meeting in 188'2, accepted the act
and filed a copy of its vote with the commissioners. We have
received none from the Concord & Claremont, and its report is
made to us as a separate road, as formerl}' ; so we do not under-
stand that the union has been made as contemplated by the act.
The following casualties are reported :
April 6, 1882, H. C. Maxham, a Pullman car conductor, fell
from his car or train between South Danbury and Danbury, and
was killed.
April 26, 1882, Harvey Murch, of Lebanon, while getting out
of a car standing on a side track at Lebanon, slipped and fell,
and was struck by a truck on a passing train, receiving injuries
from which he died.
September 21. 1882, William Yj. Dudley, a fireman, while un-
coupling a locomotive from a freight train in West Lebanon
yard, caught his foot in a frog, and was run over and killed.
oo
September 21. 1882. Heury Bugbee, of Lebanon, while dis-
tributing ties, fell from a hand-car. receiving fatal injuries.
March 30. 1883. E. C. Hussey. of Mount Sunapee, an em-
ploye of the wood-sawing contractor, in attempting to cross the
track in front of a moving freight train at Franklin, was run
over, receiving injuries which proved fatal.
FiXAXCiAL Statement. Ma^rch 31. 1883.
General ExJiibit.
Total income Tincluding balance of
interest). 8642,120.84
Total expense, including taxes. 416,077.07
Net income. $226,043.77
Balance applicable to dividends. 226.043.77
Dividends declared (per cent.). 179.838.00
Balance for the year. 846.205.77
Balance (profit and loss) last year. 150,820.45
Balance (profit and loss) carried forward to
next year. 8197,026.22
Analysis of Earnings axd Expenses.
Earnings.





Total, passenger department. $204,088.64
From local freight, 8143,738.57
through freight, 235,800.33
Total, freight department. 8379,538.90
Total transportation earnings, $583,627.54
Balance of interest account, 58.493.30
Total income from all sources, 8642,120.84
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Expenses.
Salaries, general officers, and clerks. Sll.069.15
Law expenses. 1.754.17
Insurance. 3.800.00
Stationery and printing. 2.992.15
Outside agencies and advertising. 6,522.-38
Contingencies. 30,520.33
Kepairs bridges (including culverts and
cattle-guards). 7.766.24
Repairs buildings. 20,031.89




Repairs road-way and track, and weld-
ing rails. 43.014.04
Repairs locomotives. 20.228.84
Fuel for locomotives, 70.240.96
"^iVater supply, 1.501.65
Oil and waste, 5.892.79
Locomotive service. 28,199.64
Repairs passenger cars. 8.852.37
Passenger train service. 8.356.16
Passenger train supplies. 288.28
Mileage, passenger cars (debit balance). 4.514.72
Repairs freight cars. 20.162.81
Freight train service, 12.740.59
Freight train supplies. 353.19
Mileage, freight cars f debit balance). 41.002.20
Telegraph expenses (maintenance and
operating). 2.946.81
Damage and loss of freight and bag-
gage, 7,199.95
Damage to property and cattle. 444.28
Personal injuries. 208.70
Agents and station service. 12.010.21
Station supplies. 195.13
Total operating expenses, §398,420.24
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Amouut brought forward, $398,420.24
Taxes, state and local, $17,345,83
;
rent, $311, 17.656.83





Mileage of through tonnage (north), G, 084,885
Mileage of through tonnage (south), 25,157,907
Total freight mileage, 83,828,361
Average number of {)ersons employed,
about 408







Engines: Wood, 23 ; coal, 2. Total 25, Passenger, 11 with
power-brake; freight, 14 with power-brake.
Number and kind of cars: 412 long merchandise, 62 short
merchandise, 16 gravel, 6 combination passenger, 8 passenger,
4 baggage. Property of line, passenger equipment : 6 baggage,
3 mail and smoking, 3 postals, 8 passenger.
OFFICERS.
President—H. C. Sherburne, Concord.
Superintendent—Geo. E. Todd, Concord.
Treasurer—Geo. A. Kettell, 28 State street, Boston.
Clerk—Wm. L. Foster, Concord.
Directors—Henry C. Sherburne, George W. Nesmith, Uriel
Crocker, Francis B. Hayes, Josiah H. Benton, Jr., George E.
Todd. Alvah W. Sulloway.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Northern
Railroad, Concord, N. H.
CONCORD & CLAREMONT RAILROAD.
lAne of Road.—Concord to Claremont Junction, on the Sul-
livan County Railroad, 56 miles. Branch : Contoocook to
Hillsborough, 14.9 miles. Sidings, 7.75. Total length of road
operated by company, 70.9 miles.
This line is operated by the Northern Railroad, who hold
26
$254,245.72 of its stock and debt, and who guarantee its bonds
to the amount of $299,500, in addition to those owned by it.
Earnings and expenses, as will be seen by annexed statement,
show about same as preceding year.
Financial Statement, March 31, 1883.
General Exhibit.
Total income, $153,259.60
Total expense, including taxes, 109,155.89
Net income, $44,103.71
Interest on funded debt, 35,000.00
Interest on unfunded debt (less interest re-
ceived), balance, $9,103.71
Balance (profit and loss) last year, carried
forward to next year, 7,299.93
Analysts op Earnings and Expenses.
Earnings.
Erora local and through passengers, $58,482.30
express and extra baggage, 1,800.00
mails, 3,603.92
rents, 537.75
Total, passenger department, $64,423.97
From local and through freight, 88,835.63
Total transportation earnings, $153,259.60
Total income from all sources, 153,259.60
Expenses.
Salaries of general officers and clerks, $3,129.25
Insurance, 1,733.34
Stationery and printing, 847.62
Outside agencies and advertising, 158.38
Contingencies, 5,291.90
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Repairs bridges (including culverts and
cattle guards). $1,699.72
Repairs buildings, 4,714.89




Repairs road-way and track, and weld-
ing rails, 26,143.84
Repairs locomotives, 5,587.99
Fuel for locomotives, 11,824.56
AVater supply, 114.13
Oil and waste, 625.14
Locomotive service, 5,656.45
Repairs passenger cars, 2,863.59
Passenger train service, 2,668.78
Passenger train supplies, 43.64
Repairs freight cars, 7,198.80
Freight train service, 2,450.19
Freight train supplies, 20.14
Telegraph expenses (maintenance and
operating), 31.94
Damage and loss of freight and baggage, 116.69
Damage to property and cattle, 188.73
Personal injuries, 158.83










Construction account, »1 ,129,706.38
Cash and cash items and dues, 23,512.15




Unfunded debt, as follows
:
Interest unpaid, coupons, 87.50
Nortliern Kailroad, 254,245.72





Number of local passengers (including
season). 58.021
Number of through passengers (joint), 24.223^
Total number of passengers carried. 82,244^
Mileage of local passengers (north), 464,903
Mileage of local passengers (south). 425,010
Mileage of through passengers (north), 350,780
Mileage of through passengers (south). 385,603
Total passenger mileage. 1,626,296
Number tons local freight carried, 50,295
Number tons through freight carried. 3,844
Total tons freight carried, 54,139
Mileage of local tonnage (north), 511,666
Mileage of local tonnage (south), 490,309
Mileage of through tonnage (north). 50,922
Mileage of through tonnage (south). 55.630
Total freight mileage. 1,108,527






Number and kind of cars : 2 passengers, 3 combination, 44






Directors—Henry C. Sherburne, George E. Todd, D. W.
Johnson. M. "\V. Tappan. C. P. Sanborn, John Kimball. C. O.
Stearns.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Concord
& Claremont (N. H.) Railroad, Concord, N. H.
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PETERBOROUGH & HILLSBOROUGH RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Hillsborough Bridge to Peterborough, 18.5
miles.
This road is operated by the Northern road, a separate ac-
count of its earnings and expenses being kept.
The equipment for i-unning the road is furnished by the
Northern, the P. & H. being without rolling stock.
The gross earnings for the year were nearly double the pre-
ceding year, due probably to the connection with the Manches-
ter & Keene road, which has been in continuous operation dur-
ing the year.
The expenses show a still larger increase, chargeable to nec-
essary repairs of road-way, track, bridges, etc., which are large-
ly in excess of year ending March 31, 1882.
FI^-A^X'IAL Statement, March 31, 1883.
General Exhibit.
Total income, $29,755.86
Total expense, including taxes, 30,145.49
Interest on funded debt, paid by Northern R. R., 6,500.00
Balance for the year, deficit, 6,889.63
Balance (profit and loss) last year, 21,164.48
Balance (profit and loss) carried forward to
next year, 28,054.11
Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Eaimings.
From local passengers, $15,104.70
mails. 759.24
local freight. 12,456.25
Total transportation earnings, $28,320.19
Rents, etc.. 1,435.67




Stationery and printing, 224.49
Outside agencies and advertising, 10.00
Contingencies, 408.18
Repairs bridges (including culverts and
cattle guards), 1,784.77
Repairs buildings, 569.26
Repairs fences, road-crossings, and signs, 150.87
Renewal rails, 233.26
Renewal ties, 4,103.70
Repairs road-way and track, and welding
rails, 5,305.15
Repairs locomotives, 2,899.57
Fuel for locomotives, 4,936.94
Water supply, 21.24
Oil and waste, 87.29
Locomotive service, 1,661.95
Passenger train service, 792.89
Passenger train supplies, 4.94
Mileage, passenger cars (debit balance), 1,633.62
Repairs freight cars, 27.07
Freight train service, 727.07
Freight train supplies, 3.79
Mileage, freight cars (debit balance), 1,209.68
Telegraph expenses (maintenance and
operating). 5.75
Damage and loss of freight and baggage, 37.41
Damage to property and cattle, 1,031.11
Agents and station service, 2,005.00
Station supplies, 70.49
















Unfunded debt, as follows:
Interest unpaid, 26,373.75




Number of local passengers (including
season), 10,337|
Number of through passengers, 14,792^
Total number of passengers carried, 25,130
Mileage of local passengers (north), 37,230
Mileage of local passengers (south), 37,005
Mileage of through passengers (north), 66,015
Mileage of through passengers (south), 59,475
Total passenger mileage, 199,725
Number tons local freight carried, 11,226
Mileage of local tonnage (north), 45,960
Mileage of local tonnage (south), 42,559
Total freight mileage, 88,519
Length of road, branches, sidings, &c., 19.86
OFFICERS.
President—Josiah Minot, Concord, N. H.
Treasurer and Clerk—Edgar H. Woodman, Concord, N. H.
Superintendent—George E. Todd, Concord, N. H.
Directors—Josiah Minot, Concord, N. H., James A. Rumrill,^
Henry K. French, Peterborough, N. H., John C. Campbell,
Hillsborough, N. H., John M. Hill, Concord, N. H., Gust
Walker, Concord, N. H.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Peter-
borough & Hillsborough Railroad, Concord, N. H.
No rollino- stock.
BOSTON. CONCORD c'c MONTREAL RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Concord to Groveton Junction, on the Grand
Trunk Railway of Canada. 145.4 miles. Branch : from the
main line, near Littleton to the base of Mount Washington. 20.4
miles. Length of road operated, 165.8 miles. Sidings, 34.3
miles. Total length of road and sidings, 200.3 miles.
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A comparison of the financial statement for the year with the
preceding jeav shows an increase in gross earnings of $17,288.58,
and a decrease in net earnings of $11,205.21, which is charged
by the directors to the accidents occurring at the commencement
of the year.
During the year the management have made necessary exten-
sive repairs upon the rolling stock, keeping it in good condition,
have built at Tilton a fine passenger depot, and at Woodsville
engine-house and shops, have laid five and one-half miles of
side tracks, and have made large repairs in bridges and road-
bed ; and the bridges and buildings are in improved condition as
compared with the past year.
From the directors' report we take the following :
The surveys for a line to extend from Northumberland towards
Colebrook, on the Vermont side of the Connecticut river, have
been completed, and a reasonably favorable line has been found.
In order to construct the road on this route, it will require au-
thority to be given by the state of New Hampshire to extend a
branch from the present line to and across the Connecticut river,
to connect with a corporation to be organized to construct the
portion in Vermont, and with like authority to recross again into
New Hampshire, to connect with the line at or near North Strat-
ford. Application will be made for authority to so cross and
recross the Connecticut River at the next session of the legisla-
ture.
The Pemigewasset Valley Railroad has been substantially
completed from Plymouth to North Woodstock, and the lease of
the same to this road has been executed, and the directors are
of the opinion that it will prove to be a valuable feeder for the
main line. The depots on the Pemigewasset Valley Railroad
have not yet been completed, and some other minor matters
remain to be finished from time to time as required by this cor-
poration, payment of the proper cost of such completion and
addition to be made by the former road.
Though negotiations for the renewal of the contracts with the
lower roads have been continued during the past year, no result
has as yet been reached.
The following accidents are reported :
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Oil April 27, 1882, Geo. H. Stone, employed as a freight con-
ductor, was instantly killed by the rear of his train coming in
collision with another train.
On May 8, 1882, passenger train No. 7, upward, and stock
train No. 12, downward (owing to a misunderstanding of the
orders given), collided with each other. William H. Abel, who
was in the baggage car of the passenger train, and Hiram Jones,
who was in a freight car on the stock train, were both instantly
killed.
On March 27, 1883, R. Taylor, employed as a section man,
while attempting to jump from a moving train near Daltou Sta-
tion, fell under the wheels and was instantly killed. No blame
was attached to the road in either case.
Financial Statement, March 31, 1883.
General Exhihit.
Total income, $980,195.43
Total expense, including taxes, 697,651.33
Net income, $222,544.10
Interest on funded debt
paid, $207,463.47
Interest on unfunded debt,
less received, 20,394.03
$187,069.44
Balance applicable to dividends, $35,474.66
Dividends declared, six per cent, on preferred stock, 46,128.00
Balance (profit and loss) last year, 635,116.78
Balance (profit and loss) carried forward to next year, 624,337.44
Charges and Credits to Property during the Year.
Construction and equipment (specifying same), $52,926.48
Total charges, 52,926.48
Net addition for the vear, 52,926.48
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Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Earnings.
From local and through passengers, $348,744.57
express and extra baggage, 11,833.33
mails, 19,395.80
Total passenger department, $379,973.70
From local and through freight, 503,398.93
Income from other sources, 30,822.80
Total income from all sources, $920,195.43
Expenses.
Salaries, general officers and clerks, $12,020.00
Law expenses, 3,230.<S5
Insurance, 6,133.34
Stationery and printing, 4,985.09
Outside agencies and advertising, 6,880.05
Repairs bridges (including culverts and
cattle guards), 6,836.91
Repairs buildings, 28,744.79
Repairs fences, road-crossings, and signs, 3,607.94
Renewal rails, 34,248.94
Renewal ties, 27,202.56
Repairs road-way and track (earthwork), 48,654.97
Repairs locomotives, 38,281.22
Fuel for locomotives, 122,131.36
Water supply (water-works), 2,352.88




Freight engineers and fire-
men, 30,093.31
50,709.98
Repairs passenger cars, 12,344.37
Passenger train service, conductors and
brakemen, 20,641.00
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Repairs freight ears, $35,367.72
Freight train serviee, conduetors and
brakemen, 25,001.16
Damage and loss of freight and baggage,
damage to property and cattle, and per-
sonal injuries, 1,685.40
Agents and station service, 29,542.40
All other expense, 123,726.16
Total operating expenses,
Taxes,









Number tons local freight carried, 41,286<,ypio
Number tons through freight carried, 341,791 ^Vo^o
Total tons freight carried, '^83,0772%Vo
ROLLING STOCK.
Engines : Wood, 33 ; passenger, with power brake, 19 ;
freight, with power brake, 14.
Number and kind of cars : 26 passenger cars, 3 observation
cars, 2 drawing-room cars, 21 mail and baggage cars, 834
freight cars.
Kind of brake, Westinghouse automatic.
OFFICERS.
President—J. Thomas Vose, Boston, Mass.
Treasurer—Edward D. Harlow, Boston, Mass.
C/e?*—Samuel N. Bell, Manchester.
Suj^erintendent—Wm. A. Stowell, Plymouth.
Directors—J. Thomas Vose, Peter Butler, S. N. Bell, Joseph
A. Dodge, John P. Spaulding, Warren F. Daniell.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Boston,
Concord & Montreal Railroad.
Office of president and treasurer, Boston, Mass.
Office of superintendent, Plymouth.
WHITEFIELU & JEFFERSON RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—From the Boston, Concord & Montreal Rail-
road at Whitefield to Jefferson. Length, 10 miles.
An examination of the returns show a material increase in the
receipts over previous year.
The rolling stock of the road remains the same.
Steel rails have been laid the entire distance from Whitefield
to Jefferson Meadows, and the condition of the track is much
impioved.
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Financial Statement, March 31, 1883.
General Exhibit.
Total income, $33,797.93
Total expense, including taxes, 23,492.79
Net income, $10,305.14
Balance applicable to dividends, 10,305.14
Balance for the year, 10,305.14
Balance (profit and loss) last year, 8,473.87
Balance (profit and loss) carried forward to
next year, $18,779.01
Charges and Credits to Property during the Year.
Construction and equipment, $8,162.08
Total charges, $8,162.08
Property sold or reduced in value, 4,876.68
Net addition for the year, $3,285.40
Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Earnings.
From local and through passengers,
express, extra baggage, and
mails,
Total, passenger department,




Total income from all sources, $33,797.93
Expenses,
Insurance and taxes, $278.41
Stationery and printing, outside agencies
and advertising, 166.77




Maintenance of Motive Power.
Fuel for locomotives,
Oil and waste,





Passenger train service (expenses)
Repairs freight cars.
Freight train supplies (expenses).
Freight train service :
Engineers and firemen, §3,392.51


































Number tons local freight carried, 32,794J-,^§§
Number tons through freight carried, 2.709sVcnT
Total tons freight carried, 35,503i3M
ROLLING STOCK.
Four locomotives, one full passenger car, one combination
passenger and baggage car, two saloon cars, eighty sets logging
39




Treasurer—Edward D. Harlow, Boston.
Superintendent—A. L. Brown, Whitefield.
Clerk—Samuel X. Bell, Manchester.
Directors—Aaron Ordway, Lawrence, Alson L. Brown,
Whitefield, Warren G. Brown, Whitefield, Nathan R. Perkins,
Jefferson. J. Thos. Vose. Boston, Sam'l N. Bell. Manchester,
Joseph A. Dodge, Plymouth, Warren F. Daniell, Franklin.
Corporate name of company and principal address : White-
field & Jefferson Railroad. Treasurer's office, Boston. Super*
intendent's office, Whitefield.
MOUNT WASHINGTON RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—From the base to the summit of Mount Wash-
ington. Length, 3^ miles.
The annual report shows a small increase in gross earnings
over the preceding year, and a reduction in expenses of nearly
ten per cent.
Dividends paid for the year ten per cent., with surplus of
$5,84L22 added to balance of last year.
No accident to passengers or employes reported. Rolling
stock remains the samel
FiXANCiAL Statement, Makch 31, 1883.
General Exhibit.
Total income (including interest), $34,554.58
Total expense, including taxes, 15,163.26
Net income, S19,391.32
Interest on funded debt. 600.00
Balance api)licable to dividends, S18,791.32
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Balance broughtforward^
Dividends declared, 10 per cent.,
Balance for the year.
Balance (profit and loss) last year,
Collections of tickets due in 1881,
Balance (profit and loss) carried forward to next
year,
Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Earnings.
From local and through passengers, $33,328.50
mails, 150.00
Total, passenger department,




Total income from all sources,
Expenses.
Salaries of general officers and clerks.
Insurance,
Stationery and printing ; outside
agencies and advertising,
Contingencies : Repairs bridges ; re-
pairs buildings ; repairs fences,
road-crossings, and signs ; renewal
rails ; renewal ties ; repairs road-




Freight on materials and wood,



































Corporate name of company and princijial address : Mount
"Washington Railroad, No. 31 Milk street, Boston, Mass.
PROFILE & FRANCONIA NOTCH RAILROAD.
Line of Railroad.—Bethlehem Junction to Profile House in
Franconia, 10 miles, and branch from Bethlehem Junction to
Bethlehem, 3^ miles.
Length of road. 13^ miles : gauge, 3 feet ; steel rails, 35 lbs.
to the yard.
This road is operated only during the months of summer
travel, deriving its income almost entirely from mountain travel.
The report for the year shows a small increase in business
over the preceding year, the net income paying seven per cent,
to stockholders, with a surplus carried forward.
The road is in good condition, and equipped with good rolling
stock.
No accidents have occurred during the year.
Financial Statement, December 31, 1882.
General Exhibit.
Total income, $26,268.64
Total expense, including taxes, 8,748.03
Net income, SI 7,520.61
Balance applicable to dividends, 17,520.61
Dividends declared, 7 per cent., 14,000.00
Balance for the year, $3,520.61
Balance (profit and loss) last year, 996.38
Balance (profit and loss) carried
forward to next year, $4,516.99
Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Earnings.
From local passengers, $25,410.53
express and extra baggage, 234.87
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From mails during 1881 and 1882, S376.32
local freight, 246.92
Total transportation earnings, S26,268.64
Expenses.
Total operating expenses, $8,748.03
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES.
DR. Cb.
Construction account, $191,071.99 Capital stock, $200,000.00
Equipment account, 24,945.0.3 Construction acconntpa'rt above
Cash, 4,510.99 1 capital stock, 1879-'80-'81, 16,017.02
Cash balance for next year, 4,516.99
Total assets, §220,534.01 I Total liabilities, S220,5;J4.01
Average number of cars in passenger trains, 2.
Average number of persons employed, 21.
Length of road, branches, sidings, &c.. 13^.
ROLLIXG STOCK.
Engines: Wood. 3. Passenger, 7, with power brake, Westing-
house ; freight, G, with hand brake ; push cars. 2 ; hand-cars, 3.
OFFICERS.
President—Emmons Raymond.
Superintendent and Treasure)-—C. H. Greenleaf.
Clerk—Samuel N. Bell.
Directors—Emmons Raymond, J. A. Dodge, S. N. Bell, John
H. George, Walter Aiken, Edward Spalding, Isaac S. Cruft,
John A. White.
Corporate name of compan}' and principal address : Profile &
Franconia Notch R. R., Profile House, N. H.
EASTERN RAILROAD (MASS.).
This railroad is foreign to this state, but is the lessee of sev-
eral roads chartered by the state of New Hampshire, their
mileage being nearly one hundred and twent}^ miles.
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The financial operations of the leased lines being included in
the returns of this company, the commissioners have for several
years reported the operation of the whole line, with an analysis
of its earnings and expenses.
The gross earnings of the road show a steady increase for
the past four years, the year ending Sept. 30, 1882, being
largely in excess of any previous year.
The value of the road has increased year b}' year, and its




Boston to state line, N. H. (owned), 41.45
N. H. State Line to Portsmouth (leased), 15.84
Portsmouth to state line, Maine (leased), .24
Maine state line to Portland (leased), 50.76
Total distance between Portland and
Boston, 108.29
Conway Junction to North Conway (leased)
,
71 .37
(Portsmouth to Conway Junction, 10.5 miles.)
i
Total length of main line, 179.66
Branches.
Branches owned by this company :
17 4. r> 4- ( single track, 2.18 ) ^ fEast Boston, \ -, ^. , . i i .m r 3.4/
' [ double track, 1.29 j
Charlestown, double track length, 1 .09
Saugns, single track, length, 9.55
Swampscott, single track, length, 3.96
Marblehead, single track, length, 3.52
Lawrence, single track, length, 18.25
" double " " 1.64
19.89
South Reading, single track, length, 8.12
Gloucester, single track, length, 16.94
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Essex, single track, length, 5.48
Asbury Grove, single track, length, LOG
Salisbury, single track, 3.7!)
Totallength of branches owned, 7G.87
Branches leased :
Newburvport City Railway, single
track, length, 2.24
Portsmouth & Dover Railroad,
single track, length, 10.88
Wolfeboro' Railroad, single track,
length, 12.03
Chelsea Beach Railroad, single
track, length, 1.78
Total length of branches leased, 26.93
Total length of all branches, 103.80
Total length of road and branches operated by
this company, 283.46
Double track on main line, 33.86
Double track on branches, 4.02
Total length of double track, 37.88
Aggregate length of sidings and other tracks not
above enumerated, 90.60
Total length of track, 411.94
Length of Track laid ivith Steel Bails.
Eastern Railroad of Mass. and branches,




Financial Statement, Sept. 30, 1882.
General Exhibit.
Total income, $3,403,077.51




Interest on funded debt,
Interest on unfunded debt,
Rentals,
Paid for equipment,
Total construction charges, for year.





Less amount paid from
sale of bonds and
other moneys not pre-
viously standing on













Total for road, equipment, and investments, $181,538.14
Balance (profit and loss) carried forward to next
year, 35,802.82
,110,109.67











Average gross earnings per revenue train mile,
Average operating expenses per revenue train mile,
Average net earnings per revenue train mile,
Average gross earnings per total train mile.
Average operating expenses per total train mile,
Average net earnings per total train mile,
PASSENGER TRAFFIC.
Number of season-ticket passengers carried,
Number of l'>cal passengers (including season) carried,
Number of foreign passengers carried,
Total number of passengers carried.
Number of local passengers carried one mile (including season),
Number of foreign jiassengers carried one mile,
Total number of passengers carried one mile,
Mileage of local passengers north and east,
Mileage of local passengers south and west.
Mileage of foreign passengers north ami east.
Mileage of foreign passengers south and west,
Number of passengers to Boston (including season),
Number of passengers from Boston (including season),
Number of season-ticket passengers to and from Boston,
Average distance travelled per passenger.
Average rate of fare per mile received from season-ticket passpngers,
Average rate of fare per mile received from local passengers (intilud-
ing season),
Average rate of fare per mile received from local passengers (not in
eluding season).
Average rate of fare per mile received from foreign passengers.
Average rate of fare per mile received from all passengers,
FEEIGHT TBAFFIC.
Number of tons of local freight carried.
Number of tons of foreign freight carried,
Total number of tons of freight carried,
Tons of local freight carried one mile,
Tons of foreign freiglit carried one mile,
Total tons of freight carried one mile,
Mileage of local freight north and east,
Mileage of local freight south and west,
Mileage of foreign freight north and east,
Mileage of foreign freight south and west,
Average length of haul per ton of freight,
Average rate per ton per mile received on local freight,
Average rate per ton jier mile rt^ceived on foreign freight,













































Maater of Transportation—D. W. Sanborn.
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General Freight Agent—W. F. Berry.
General Passenger Agent—Lucius Tuttle.
Purchasing Agent—G. J. Fisher.
Master of Maintenance of Way—H. Bissell.
Master of Rolling Stock—Amos Pilsbury.
Directors—George S. Morison, New York, N. Y. ; George
P. King, Boston, Mass. ; Jolin Cummings, Woburn, Mass.
;
Alfred P. Rockwell, Boston, Mass. ; Richard Olney, Boston,
Mass. ; Samuel C. Lawrence, Medford, Mass. ; Jacob C. Rog-
ers, Peabody, Mass. ; Charles Houghton, Boston, INIass. ; Elijah
B. Phillips, Boston, Mass.
Corporate name of company, and principal address : Eastern
Railroad Company, Boston, Mass.
EASTERN RAILROAD IN NEW HAMPSHIRE.
Line of Road.—Portsmouth to the state line. Length,
16.08 miles. Sidings, 7.(32 miles. Double track, 5.94 miles.
Length of track, 29.64. This road is leased to the Eastern
Railroad of Massachusetts at an annual rental of $22,500
—4^ per cent, upon its capital stock. Taxes and expenses
of organization are paid by the lessees. No analysis of
earnings and expenses can be given, as they are included in the
returns of the main line.
The road has no equipment, the lessees furnishing rolling
stock.




Net income, $22,162.50 i






























Financial Statement, Sept. 30, 1882.
General Exhibit.
Total income,
Interest on funded debt,
Balance,
Balance (profit and loss) last year.



















Kundfd debt, l,000,nr'0 00
Intfnst nii|i:>i<l ^coupons), 911.25
Profit and loss or income ac-
counts, 446.26
Total liabilities, S!2, 151 ,657.51
OFFICERS.
President—Elijah B. Pliillips, Boston.
Treasurer—N. G. Chapin, Boston.
Clerk—Wallace Hackett, Portsniontli.
Directors—Elijah B. Phillips, Boston ; Samuel C. Lawrence,
Medford ; Willard P. Phillips, Salem ; George E. B. Jackson,
Portland ; John Cumnock, Great Falls.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Ports-
mouth, Great Falls & Conway Railroad, N. G. Chapin, Treas-
urer, Boston, Mass.
WOLFEBOROUGH RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Wolfeborough Junction, on the Portsmouth,
Great Falls & Conway Railroad, to Lake Winnipiseogee at
Wolfeborough, 12 miles.
This road is leased to the Eastern Railroad Company for an
annual rental of $6 per share, payable semi-annually.
The equipment is furnished by the lessees.
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No analysis of its earnings and expenses can be given, as
they are merged in the general accounts of the lessees.
The road and its equipments are in good condition.




Balance applicable to dividends, 23,130.00




Total length of road belonging to the company, 124 miles, of
which 37.5 are in New Hampshire.
Total length of leased roads, 78.47. of which 81.25 are in
New Hampshire.
Total miles operated by the company, including sidings,
280.02.
The financial statement of the Boston & Maine for year end-
ing Sept. 30, 1882, embraces earnings and expenses of leased
roads, and shows an increase in gross earnings over preceding
year of 81(57,000, and a decrease in net earnings of about
$36,000.
This decrease is more than accounted for by the increased
expenditures for steel rails, ties, taxes, and personal injuries
charged in expense account, these items alone aggregating
$114,000 more than in year ending Sept. 30, 1881.
During the year the second track has been extended from
East Kingston to Exeter, four and three fourths miles, and from
a point four and a half miles west of Portland to Scarborough,
two and one fourth miles, making seven miles of second track
laid, and at an expense of $133,000.
During the year the road has laid 1.803 tons steel rails, 32
tons iron rails, and 141,405 ties in addition to those used in the
second track—an excess of 77,400 over last year.
The equipment of the line has been fully kept up, many im-
provements made, and its reputation as first-class fully main-
tained.
From the directors' report we take the following, as showing
a portion of improvements made :
" During the past year it has been found necessary to make
large repairs on the Charles and Miller River bridges, in Boston.
These bridges were originally built in 1845, and were re-built in
1860. and again in 1871. That portion under water is in good
condition, but the covering requires to be renewed about every
every ten or twelve years.
"• Two new iron bridges, of substantial construction, have
been built over highways between Andover and Lawrence ; also,
a new iron bridge has been placed over the highway at Buzell's
Crossing in Biddeford ; and another over the highway at
Boothby's Crossing, near Cole's Corner, in Wells. At this
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point the highway has been changed, by permission of the
count}'^ commissioners, so as to cross at a right angle instead of
obliquely, as formerly, thus reducing the span from fifty-seven to
twenty-four feet.
"At Mitchel's Crossing, in Kennebunkport, the highway has
been changed by constructing a new one a half mile in length,
thus dispensing with a bridge over the highway at that point.
"An overhead bridge has been built at South Newmarket at
considerable expense, under an agreement with the town to dis-
continue a dangerous grade crossing.
" A large amount of masonry, built in former years in a
somewhat unsubstantial manner, has this year been replaced
with first-class cut granite, laid in cement. It will be necessary
to continue this work until all the old masonry shall have been
relaid. Our heavier rolling stock and greater rate of speed
require that our road-bed shall be kept in the most perfect con-
dition.
" New passenger stations have been erected at Madbury and
South Berwick, and shelter sheds over platforms at Reading,
Stoneham, and Wyoming. The stations at Ballardvale, Dan-
vers, and Saco have been moved back from the track, and al-
most entirely rebuilt, and much improved in appearance and
convenience."
No accidents have been reported to the commissioners on that
portion of the line in New Hampshire.
Financial Statejient, Sept. 30, 1882.
General Exhibit.
Total income, $2,834,041.48
Total expense, including taxes, 1,929,857.56
Net income, $904,183.92
Interest on funded debt, 245,000.00
Interest on unfunded debt, 2,468.50
Rentals, 87,200.00
Balance applicable to dividends, $569,515.42
Dividends declared (8 per cent.), 560,000.00
Balance for the vear, $9,515.42
57
Balance (profit and loss) last year, $1,073,829,47
Add interest, 19,157.24
$1,692,980.71
Amount reserved from earnings for
year ending September 30, 1881,
for double track east of Haver-
hill, and other purposes, 05,000.00
$1,627,980.71
Balance (profit and loss) carried forward to
next year, $1,037,502.13
Charges and Credits to Property during the Year.
Land, $4,026.30
Total charges, 4,026.30
Net addition for the year, 4,026.30
Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Earnings.
From local passengers, $1,384,357.98
through passengers, 208,759.04
express and extra baggage, 71,294.28
mails, 24,489.54
Total, passenger department, $1,688,900.84
From local freight, $813,887.23
through freight, 205,537.67
Total, freight department, $1,079,424.90
Total transportation earnings, $2,768,325.74
Rents for use of road, 20,500.00
From rent of hind and sundry tenements
in sundry towns, the property of this
road, $36,960.70
Services as stevedores, 8,255.04
$45,215.74
Total income from all sources, $2,834,041.48
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Expenses.
Salaries, general officers, and clerks, $49,282.48
Law expenses, 13,731.47
Insurance, 6,600.00
Stationery and printing, 18,077.40
Outside agencies and advertising, 18,286.79
Contingencies, 12,861.16
Repairs bridges (including culverts and
cattle guards), 37,700.83
Repairs buildings, 97,566.46




Repairs road-way and track, 167,070.80
Repairs locomotives, 111,557.80
Fuel for locomotives, 231,611.21
Water supply, 13,143.86
Oil and waste, 14,166.87
Locomotive service, 124,517.92
Repairs passenger cars, 100,631.47
Passenger train sei'vice, 66,580.78
Passenger train supplies, 8,577.35
Repairs freiglit cars, 65,107.36
Freight train service, 37,991.29
Freight train supplies, 1,378.49
Mileage, freight cars (debit balance), 12,324.80
Telegraph expenses (maintenance and
operating), 8,463.27
Damage and loss of freight and bag-
gage, 2,479.03
Damage to property and cattle, 745.94
Personal injuries, 41,826.36
Agents and station service, 317,235.31
Station supplies, 27,777.82




Double track east of Scarborough, $22,111.72
Land at Dover, 620.70
New coal shed and wharf at Portland, 19,557.22
New freight house and track at Bidde-
ford, 6,897.90
New overhead bridge at So. Newmarket, 5,109.17
Land at Kennebunk, " Mitchell's farm," 1,900.00
Filling Prison Point Bay, 12,380.01
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Number of season ticket passengers, 1,362,919
Number of local passengers (including
season), 5,074,489
Number of through passengers, 309,511
Total number of passengers car-
ried, 5,984,000
Number tons local freight carried, 640,126
Number tons through freight carried, 264,840
Total tons freight carried, 904,966
Average weight of passenger trains, 136 tons.
Average number of cars in passenger trains, 6.
Average weight of freight trains, 253 tons.
Average number of cars in train, 25.




passenger, 55, with power brake, 53 ;
freight, 17; switching, 16.
Number and kind of cars, 2,131 :—142 passenger, 8 parlor,
29 baggage, 3 express, and 1,949 freight.
Kind of brake, Smith Vacuum.
OFFICERS.
President—George C. Lord.
General Svperintenrle)d—James T. Furber.
Treasurer—Amos Blanchard.
Directors—Nathaniel G. White, Lawrence ; Geo. C. Lord,
Newton ; Amos Paul, South Newmarket, N. H. ; Nathaniel J.
Bradlee, Boston; William S. Stevens, Dover; James R. Nich-
ols, Haverhill ; John Felt Osgood, Boston ; Samuel E. Spring,
Portland, Me. ; Nathaniel W. Farwell, Lewiston, Me.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Boston
&, Maine Railroad, Boston, Mass.
WEST AMESBURY BRANCH RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—West Amesbury, Mass., to Newton Junction,
on the Boston & Maine Railroad, 4.5 miles, one half of which
is located in New Hampshire.
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This road has been operated by the Boston & Maine Railroad
since it was first opened in January', 1873, the terms of the
lease being an annnal rental of $5,700, and the lessees to fur-
nish the equipment.
A separate organization is maintained, the oflieers of which
render the following
Financial Statement, Sept. 30, 1882.
General Exhibit.
Total income, So, 700. 00
Total expense, including taxes, 198.49
Net income, $5,501.51
Interest on funded debt, $3,990.00
Balance applicable to dividends, 1,511.51
Dividends declared, 2f per cent., 1,567.50
Balance for the year, deficit, 55,99
Balance (profit and loss) last year, 209.58
Error in coupon account, 10.50
Balance corrected, 199.08
Balance (profit and loss) carried forward to next year, $143.09.
Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Earnings.
Rents for use of road, $5,700.00
Total income from all sources, 5,700.00
Expenses.
Total operating expenses, $30.00
Taxes, 1G8.49









Directors—Wm. H. Haskell. Albert N. Sargent, A. E. Good-
win, John Hoit, Benj. F. Sargent.
Corporate name of company and principal address : West
Amesbury Branch Railroad Company, Merrimac, Mass.
DOVER & WIXXIPISEOGEE RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Dover to Alton Bay, 29 miles.
This road is leased to the Boston & Maine Railroad for a
term of fifty years from 1863, at an annual rental of six per
cent, upon its capital stock, and an additional sum of $200 per








Balance applicable to dividends.
Dividends declared, 6 per cent.,
Balance for the year, 8195.40.
Balance (profit and loss) last year, S19,229.87.
Balance (profit and loss) carried forward to
next year, §19,425.77.
Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Earnings.
Rents for use of road, §29,000.00
Income from dividends on stock, 735.00
Income from U. S. bonds, 60.00
Income from real estate and interest, 319.25






Repairs of buildings and water-works, $539.30
Taxes. 61.55
General expenses, 518.00
Total operating expenses and





120 sliiires D. & W. R. R., 12,81.5.00
















Treasurer and Clerk—George W. Benn, Dover.
Directors—AVilliam Hale, Dover ; William Hill, North Ber-
wick, Me. ; John McDiiffee, Rochester ; Charles W. Woodman,
Dover; Charles Woodman, Dover: William S. Stevens. Dover.
Corporate name and principal address : Dover & Winnipi-
seogee Railroad. Dover, N. H.
SULLIVAN COUNTY RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Bellows Falls to Windsor, Vt., 26 miles.
Second track, 4 miles. Sidings, 2 miles.
This road is wholly in New Hampshire, except the termini,
which are towns in Vermont, and is operated as an independent
road.
During the last two years the road has been entirely relaid
with steel rails, its Iniildings and bridges have been extensively
repaired, a new^ iron bridge has been built across the Connecti-
cut river at Bellows Falls, the road-bed improved, and the man-




William McDermott, brakeman, killed Oct. 18, 1882.
Mrs. O. E. Austin, killed March 25, 1883, while walking on
the track.
Financial statement below shows a small increase in the busi-
ness of the road with a large increase in net income.
Financial Statement, March 31, 1883.
General Exhibit.
Total income, $237,301.10
Total expense, including taxes. 1.58,096.60
Net income, $79,204.50
Interest on unfunded debt, $13,140.25
Rentals, 3,583.04
Balance applicable to dividends, $62,481.21
Dividends declared, 8 per cent., 40,000.00
Balance for the year, $22,481.21
Balance (profit and loss), last year, 13,435.05
Balance (profit and loss) carried
forward to next year, $35,916.26




Net addition (or reduction) for the
year, $25,121.00
Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Ea^rnings.
From local and through passengers, $70,235.39
express and extra baggage, 2,466.66
mails. 4,804.41
Toal earnings passenger depart-
ment. $77,506.46
Total earnings freight department, 159,794.64
Total transportation earnings, $237,301.10
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Total income from all sources, $237,301.10
Ex:penses.
Salaries, general officers aud clerks, $4,678.06
Law expenses, 389.94
Insurance, 437.00
Stationer}' and printing, 866.62
Outside agencies and advertising, 136.15
Contingencies, 1,284.18
Repairs bridges (including culverts aud
cattle guards), 1,052.84
Repairs buildings, 4,483.51
Repairs fences, road-crossings, & signs, 2,180.54
Renewal rails, 1,474.73
Renewal ties, 5,017.05
Repairs roadway and track, 19,074.54
Repairs locomotives, 10,983.75
Fuel for locomotives, 31,461.49
"Water supply, 678.77
Oil and waste, 2,118.30
Locomotive service, 12,313.17
Repairs passenger cars, 171.08
Passenger train service, 2,159.46
Mileage, passenger cars (debit balance), 5,506.14
Repairs, freight cars, 6,313.62
Freight train service, 10,111.46
Freight train supplies, 135.12
Mileage, freight cars (debit balance), 18,384.89
Telegraph expenses (maintenance and
operating), 232.00









l)ue from agents and companies, 1,280.60
Total assets, 073,890.22
Capitnl -tock, $500,000.00
Unfiimli'il <lfbt as follows:
Yiiuclifrs and accounts, 137,973.96









Number of local passengers (including
season).
Number of through passengers.
Total number of passengers carried.
Mileage of local passengers.
Mileage of through passengers,
Total passenger mileage,
Number tons local freight carried.
Number tons through freight carried,
Number tons joint freight carried.
Total tons freight carried.
Mileage of local tonnage.




















Average number of cars in passenger trains, 4.
Average number of persons employed, 200.
OFFICERS.
President—A. B. HaiTis, Springfield, Mass.
Treasurer—E. F. Lane, Keene, N. H.
Clerk—Sdhn W. Albin, Concord, N. H.
Directors—A. B. Harris, Springfield, INIass. ; 11. C. Robinson,
Hartford, Conn. ; C. J. Amidon, Hinsdale, N. H. ; Frederick
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Billings, Woodstock, Vt. ; John B. Page, Rutland, Vt. ; John
H. Albin, Concord, N. H. ; M. W. Tappan, Concord, N. H.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Sullivan
County Railroad, Springfield, Mass.
ASHUELOT RAILROAD.
Line of Road—Keene to South Vernon, Vt., 24 miles. This
road is leased to the Connecticut River Railroad Corporation of
Massachusetts, the lessees furnishing the rolling-stock, and
pay'ing the lessors an annual rental of six per cent, upon their
capital stock, and the expense of maintaining an organization.
The line is kept in good condition, and is operated in a manner
satisfactory to the lessors and the public.
No analysis of earnings or expenses given.
Financial Statement, March 31, 1883.
General Exhibit.
Total income, $18,876.82
Total expense, including taxes, 3,025.86
Net income, $15,850.96
Balance applicable to dividends, 15,850.96
Dividends declared, six per cent., 12,600.00
Balance for the year. $3,250.96
Balance (profit and loss) last year, 22,260.90
Old stock cancelled, 1.55
Balance (profit and loss) carried forward to
next year. $25,356.86















Voncliers and accounts, 5.50




President—A. B. Harris, Springfield, Mass.
Treasurer—E. F. Lane, Keene.
Clerk—F. F. Lane, Keene.
Directors—A. B. Harris, Springfield, Mass. ; James A. Rum-
rill, Springfield, Mass. ; J. Mulligan, Springfield, Mass. ; "W.
H. Haile, Springfield, Mass. ; Oscar Edwards, Northampton,
Mass. ; E. F. Lane and F. F. Lane, Keene.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Ashue-
lot Railroad Company, Springfield, Mass.
NASHUA & LOWELL RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Nashua to Lowell, 144- miles, double track.
Leased: Stony Brook, 13.16 miles; Wilton, 15.5 miles; Peter-
borough Railroad, 10.5. Of the main line, 5.25 miles are in the
state, and of the leased lines, the Wilton and Peterborough are
New Hampshire roads. The mileage under control of the cor-
poration, within the state, amounts to 31.25 miles.
This road is operated by the Boston & Lowell, under a lease
made October 1, 1880, for ninety-nine years, the Boston & Low-
ell also assuming the leases, held by this road, of the Wilton and
the Peterborough railroads.
The financial statement gives no analysis of earnings and ex-
penses, it being made by the lessors.
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Financial Statement, March 31, 1888.
General Exhibit.
Rents, $05,000.00
Balance of interest on notes
received, 16,612.49
Total income, $81,612.49
Total expense, including taxes, being
salaries of officers, 2,080.00
Net income. $79,532.49
Interest on funded debt, 17,000.00
Dividends declared, 8 per cent., $64,000.00
Balance for the year, 1,467.51
Balance (profit and loss) last year, 129,316.36
Judgment obtained by estate of Par-
kinson for causing deatli, in June,
1880, 2,688.96
Legal services and expenses, freight
overcharges and rebates and miscel-
laneous expenses, all relating to op-
erations prior to lease of road, Oct.
1, 1880, 1,929.27
$6,085.74









Due from agents and
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OFFICERS.
President—Francis A. Brooks. Boston. Mass.
Treasurer—C. B. Brooks. Boston. Mass.
Clerk—Walter A. Lovering. Nashua.
Directors—Francis A. Brooks. Boston, Mass. : F. V. Parker,
Boston. Mass. : G. K. Richardson. Boston. Mass. : J. TV.
Wliite, Nashua: C. V. Dearborn. Nashua: TV. TV. Bailey,
Nashua : A. M. Shaw. Lebanon.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Nashua
& Lowell Railroad Corporation. Nashua. N. H.
MANCHESTER & KEENE RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Keene to Greenfield, 29.55 miles.
The Manchester & Keene Railroad has been sold by order of
the court for the sum of $125,000 and the receiver's liabilities.
The conveyance is delayed to await judicial action upon a
bill in equity now pending in the L nited States court for the
district of New Hampshire.
The road was operated eleven months of the year by the Bos-
ton. Lowell &. Concord, and since by the Boston & Lowell.
The operating expenses have exceeded the earnings, due to
the repairs made to bridges, road-way. and track.
FiXAXCiAL Statement. Sept. .30. 1882.
General Exhibit.
Total income, §27.467.47
Total expense, including taxes. 57.121.67
Deficit,











From local freight. 64.489.44
through freight, 6.903.95
Total transportation earnings, 827,167.96
From rent, 299.51
Total income from all sources, S27.467.47
Expenses.
Salaries, general otlieers, and clerks, 0937.50
Law expenses, 52.50
Stationery and printing. 75.48
Outside agencies and advertising, 32.87
Contingencies, 110.81
Eepairs bridges (including culverts and
cattle guards), 16,377.42
Eepairs buildings. 867.00
Repairs fences, road-crossings and signs. 1.174.67
Renewal rails, 6,308.00
Repairs road-way and track, 16,837.85
Repairs locomotives, 283.60
Fuel for locomotives, 6,202.23
Water supply, 17.50
Oil and waste, 14.99
Locomotive service. 2.660.50
Passenger train service. 1.017.24
Mileage, passenger cars (debit balance), 259.20
Repairs freight cars. 2.17
Freight train service, 380.56
Mileage, freight cars (debit balance). 706.75
Telegraph expenses (maintenance and
operating), 543.95
Damage to property and cattle, 52.50
Agents and station service, 1.943.77
Station supplies, 158.39
Taxes, 102.22
Total operating expenses and taxes, $57,121.67
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Mileage, Tkaffics, etc.
Mileage, passenger trains, 37,444
freight trains, 18,722
Totail train mileage, 5G,1G6
Miles run by passenger, mail, and baggage cars,
north and south, 112,332
Number of local passengers (including
season), 16,674
Number of through passengers, 18,785
Total number of passengers carried, 35,459
Mileage of local passengers (north
and south), 197,452
Mileage of through passengers (north
and south), 243,017
Total passenger mileage, 440,469
Number tons local freight carried, 5,481^^*^2^
Number tons through freight carried, 7,6312^0^0
Total tons freight carried, 13,112^^^^
Mileage of local tonnage (north and
south), '7*^'936i826




Total freight mileage, 184,4491^77
officers.
Ass't Superintendent—B. F. George, Keene, N. H.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Manches-
ter & Keene Railroad, Keene.
WILTON RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Nashua to East Wilton, 15.43 miles.
This road is leased to Nashua & Lowell Railroad at an an-
nual rental of 6 per cent, on the capital stock, and an allowance
for maintaining organization of $150, and is operated by the
Boston & Lowell road.
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No analysis of earnings and expenses can be given, as they are
embraced in account of Boston & Lowell.





Balance applicable to dividends, $14,111.75
Dividends declared, 6 per cent., 13,980.00
Balance for the year,
Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Earnings.
Rental from Nashua & Lowell R. R., $13,980.00
For organization, 150.00
Total income from all sources,
Expenses.























Treasurer—Frank A. McKean, Nashua.
Clerk—J. Thornton Greeley, Nashua.
Directors—Solomon Spalding, Clarke C. Boutwell, John Reed,
John A. Spalding, Nashua ; Wm. Ramsdell, Milford.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Wilton
Railroad, Nashua, N. H.
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PETERBOROUGH RAILROAD.
Line of Road—Wilton to Greenfield, 11 miles.
This road is leased to the Nashua & Lowell Railroad, and
operated by the Boston & Lowell.
No analysis of earnings and expenses is given in the returns,
the same being included in returns of Nashua & Lowell road.





Interest on funded debt, $7,200.00
Interest on unfunded debt, 30.00
Balance applicable to dividends and
sinking fund.
Dividends declared, 3 per cent..











Corporate mime of company and principal address : Peter-
borough Railroad, Nashua, N. II.
CHESHIRE RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—South Ashburnham, Mass., to Bellows Falls,
Vt. Length, 53. 02 miles, of which 42.81 miles are in New
Hampshire.
Length of road, including branches and sidings, 09.62 miles.
Leased: 10^ miles of the Vermont and Massachusetts divi-
sion of the Fitchburg Railroad in Massachusetts, and the Mo-
nadnock Railroad, 15.8 miles, of which 13.76 miles are in the
state. Total length of road operated, 79.92 miles, and in the
state, 56.57 miles.
The earnings of the road are about same as year ending
September 30, 1881.
The net earnings show an increase of $35,000.
The condition of the road is good. Rolling stock and track
in excellent repair, and the whole line is laid with steel rails.
ACCIDENTS DURING THE YEAR.
One man killed at Keene and one at Fitzwilliam while walk-
ing the track, and one employe injured.
Financial Statement, Sept. 30, 1882.
General Exhibit.
Total income, $625,075.01
Total expense, including taxes, 449,870.52
Net income, $175,204.49
Interest on funded debt, $48,000.00
Rentals, 61,250.63
Balance applicable to dividends, $65,953.86
Dividends declared (3 per cent.), 63,000.00
Balance for the 3'ear, $2,953.86
Balance (profit and loss) last year, 8,890.37
Balance (profit and loss) carried forward to
next year, $11,844.23
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Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Earni7igs.
From local passengers, $41,650.86
through passengers, 113,235.39
express and extra baggage, 7,387.41
mails, 9,105.32
other sources, passenger depart-
ment (car service), 7,500.00
Total, passenger department, $178,878.98
From local freight, $26,054.54
through freight, 397,773.49
Total, freight department, $423,828.03
Total transportation earnings, $602,707.01
Income from other sources :
Rents of lands, houses, etc., $10,134.19
Interest, 7,572.19
Exchange of bonds, 4,661.62
$22,368.00
Total income from all sources, $625,075.01
Eoiypenses.
Salaries of general ofHcers and clerks, $14,591.75
Law expenses, 1,873.77
Insurance. 1,887.19
Stationery and printing, 2,660.16
Outside agencies and advertising, 4,195.89
Contingencies, 13,936.63
Repairs bridges (including culverts and
cattle guards), 726.50
Repairs buildings, 14,003.08




Repairs road-way and track, 27,320.30
Repairs locomotives, 44,732.74
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Fuel for locomotives, $104,017.07
Water supply, 967.70
Oil and waste, 5,902.15
Locomotive service, 31,630.30
Repairs passenger cars, 17,688.54
Passenger train service, 6,860.90
Passenger train supplies, 1,345.13
Repairs freight cars, 34,353.76
Freight train service, 26,436.81
Freight train supplies, 1,486.85
Mileage, freight cars (debit balance), 15,874.45
Telegraph expenses (maintenance and
operating), 2,906.08
Damage and loss of freight and baggage, 56.57
Damage to property and cattle, 447.07
Personal injuries, 115.00



























Unfunded debt, as follows:
Intwest niip;iirl, 24,.345.00
Dividends unpuid, 769.50








Total train mileage, 485,111
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Number of season ticket passengers, 1,128
Number of local passengers (including
season), 72,364
Number of through passengers, 89,738
Total number of passengers carried, 162,102
Mileage of local passengers (north and
south), 1,324,747
Mileage of through passengers (north
and south), 3,685,445
Total passenger mileage,
Number tons local freight carried.
Number tons through freight carried.
Total tons freight carried.
Mileage of local tonnage (north and
south).
Mileage of through tonnage (north and
south), 29,109,881
Total freight mileage, 30,032,900
Average weight of passenger trains, 75 tons.
Average number of cars in passenger trains, 5.
Average weight of freight trains, 234 tons.
Avei^age number of cars in freight train, 26.
Average number of persons employed, 355.







Engines—wood, 16; coal, 14;—total, 30. Passenger, with
power brake, 6 ; switching, 2.
Number and kind of cars: 24 passenger and 10 baggage






General Freight Ar/ent—J. AV. Dodge.
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General Ticket Agent—F. H. Kingsbury.
Clerk of Corporation—R. Stewart.
Directors—W. A. Russell, E. C. Thayer, Jno. B. Meer. Geo.
W. Russell, A. B. Turner, R. M. Pulsifer, Wm. H. Hill, Jr.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Cheshire
Railroad Company, Keene, N. H.
MONADNOCK RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Peterborough to Winchendon, Mass., 15.8
miles, of which 13. 7G miles are in New Hampshire.
This road has been operated during the past year by the
Cheshire Railroad, under a lease for the term of six years. The
terms of said lease were fully given in our annual report for
1881.
Financial Statement, Sept 30, 1882.
General ExJiibit.
Total income (from rent), $15,500.00
Total expense, including taxes, 104.84
Net income, $15,395.16
Interest on funded debt, $4,739.91
Interest on unfunded debt, 16.00
Balance applicable to dividends, $10,639.25
Dividends declared, 2 per cent, on 2,000
shares, 4,000.00
Balance for the year, $6,639,25
Balance (profit and loss) last year, 105,144.21





Construction—cost of road, §366,829.47
riftv-foiir .sli;ire3 Moiiatlnock
Ki'iilroiifi stock, 3,090.00
Subscription ti> stock in PetPr-
borougli i llili-bor.iugh R. R., 20,000.00
Balance rent due I'roui IS. B. &
(J. R:iilr..ad, 1,.500.00
Due on note, 50ii.0il
Caab on baud, 3,265 99
839.5,185.46
ThLsitem represents the entire cost of
tlie riiad, depots, land, etc., and includes






















From local passengers, $4,676.42
through passengers, 6,397.21






Total transportation earnings, 827,199.46
Income from other sources, 1,144.98





Stationery and printing, 14.74
Contingencies, 54.30











Repiiirs fences, road-crossings and signs, 402.18
Renewal rails, 430.00
Renewal ties, 1,588.83
Repairs road-way and track, 4,239.56
Repairs locomotives, 432.17
Fuel for all purposes, 3,972.99
Oil and waste, 165.14
Locomotive service, 1,613.05
Repairs passenger cars, 588.61
Passenger train service, 573.55
Passenger train supplies, 16.47
Repairs freight cars, 34.20
Freight train service, 616.00
Freight train supplies, 13.09
Mileage, freight cars (debit balance), 460.12
Damage and loss of freight and baggage, 1.25
Damage to property and cattle, 107.30




Total operating expenses and taxes,







President—H. K. French, Peterborough.
Treasurer and Clerk—W. G. Livingston, Peterborough.
Directors—J. H. Fairbanks, Peter Upton, O. H. Bradley, H.
K. French, Willis Phelps, J. A. Rumrill, AV. G. Livingston.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Monad-
nock Railroad, Peterborough N. H.
6
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WORCESTER & NASHUA RAILROAD.
Description of Road.
Length of main line from Worcester to Nashua, 46.09 miles.
Length of double track from Worcester to Clinton, 1G.83 miles.
Length of single track from Clinton to Nashua, 28.86 miles.
Affffi'eo-ate length of sidings and other tracks not
above enumerated, 15.15 miles.
Aggregate length of track owned by this company
computed as single track, 78.07 miles.
Total length of steel rails in tracks belonging to this
company, 26^ miles.
Length of the Nashua & Rochester Railroad oper-
ated by this company, 48.39 miles.
Total miles of road operated, 94.48 miles.
Description of Equipment.
Number of locomotives, 20
Number of snow-ploughs, 3
Number of parlor cars, 3
Number of passenger cars, 19
Number of mail and baggage cars, 7
Number of eight-wheel box cars, 222
Number of four-wheel box cars, 41
Number of eight-wheel platform cars, 110
Number of coal and gravel cars, 125
Number of tool cars with equipment, 2
Number of derrick cars, 1
A comparison of the returns of the road for the year ending
September 30, 1882, with the preceding year, shows an increase
in gross earnings of $43,640.00, and in expenses, $41,414.00,
the latter owing principally to general improvements in road-
bed and track. The road-bed and track of the main line, and
also the Nashua & Rochester, operated by it, are both good.
Duiing the 3'ear the company has put in 53,146 new ties, nt a
cost of $23,583.47, and has also laid 741 tons steel rails.
Improvements have been made on the line of the Nashua &
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Rochester at the stations, besides the extensive renewals of rails
and ties.
The following are the accidents reported as occurring on the
road, within New Hampshire, for the year :
December 24, 1881, Harry Manning, an employe, was killed
in the yard at Nashua.
July 10, 1882, James Carrigan, a deaf man, was run over by
a passenger train at Nashua, while walking on the track, and
instantly killed.
Financial Statement, September 30, 1882.
General Exhibit.
Total income, $654, 514. .59
Total expense, including taxes, 474,988.81
Net income, $179,525.78
Interest on funded debt, $48,100.00
Interest on unfunded debt, 3,016.89
Rentals, 74,437.00
Balance applicable to dividends, 53,971.89
179,525.78
Dividends declared, 3 per cent., $53,694.00
Balance for the year, $277.89
Balance (profit and loss) lastyear, 167,831.87
$168,109.76
Old claims settled, and bad debts, $3,637.64
Wash-out expenses (Clinton, 1876), 78,890.95
$82,528.59
Balance (profit and loss) carried
forward to next year, surplus, $85,581.17
Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Earnings.
From local passengers, $97,090.96
through passengers, 111,762.92
express and extra baggage, 9,976.97
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From mails, $11,314.72
other sources, passenger depart-
ment, 3,31G.42
Total, passenger department, $233,461.99
From local freight, $101,667.66
through freight, 288,292.19
other sources, freight depart-
ment, 8,559.85
Total, freight department, — $398,519.70
Total transportation earnings, 631,981.69
Dividends on Nashua & Rochester
Railroad stock, $14,352.00
Rent of land and buildings, 8,180.90
$22,532.90
Total income from all sources, $654,514.59
Expenses.
Salaries, general officers and clerks, $15,600.27
Law expenses, 606.56
Insurance, 1,861.69
Stationery and printing, 4,054.23
Outside agencies and advertising, 2,350.96
Contingencies, 10,732.95
Repairs bridges (including culverts and
cattle-guards), 1,849.93
Repairs buildings, 14,829.53
Repairs fences, road-crossings, and
signs, 6,697.22
Renewal rails. No. tons steel laid, 741, 22,096.33
Renewal ties, 23,583.47
Repairs road-way and track, 53,723.71
Repairs locomotives, 45,515.50
Fuel for locomotives, 84,693.71
Water supply, 2,154.76
Oil and waste, 4,969.65
Locomotive service, 28,552.71
Repairs passenger cars, 11,700.35
Passenger train service, 9,372.53
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Passenger train supplies, $604.02
Repairs freight cars, 22,7"28.24
Freight train service, 11,807.28
Freight train supplies, 637.46
Mileage, freiglit cars (debit balance), 11,201.55
Telegraph expenses (maintenance and
operating), 1,177.50
Damage and loss of freight and baggage, 802.68
Damage to property find cattle, 211.25
Personal injuries, 5,820.78
Agents and station service, 58,006.13
Station supplies, 1,126.88
Total operating expenses, $459,069.83
Taxes, 15,918.98





Number of season-ticket passengers, 75,166
Number of local passengers (including
season), 279,165
Number of through passengers, 154,567
Total number of passengers can'ied, 433,732
Total passenger mileage, 7,467,524
Number tons local freight carried, 113,446
Number tons through freight carried, 427,590
Total tons freight carried, 541,036
Total freight mileage, 16,999,008
Average number of cars in passenger trains, 5
Average weight of freight trains, 262^ tons.
Average number of cars in train, 25
OFFICERS.
President—C. S. Turner.
Treasurer and Clerk—T. W. Hammond.
Superintendent—G. W. Hurlburt.
Directors—Stephen Salisbury, F. H. Kinnicutt, F. H. Dewey,
J. Edwin Smith, Charles Holman, E. B. Stoddard, H. N. Bige-
low, and Samuel Woodward.
Corporate name of company and principal address : The
"Worcester & Nashua Railroad Company, Worcester, Mass.
NASHUA & ROCHESTER RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Nashua to Rochester. Length, 48.39.
This line is leased to the Worcester & Nashua Railroad, and its
income and operating expenses are included in the report of
the lessees. We therefore get no analysis of income or ex-
penses.
No accidents are reported for the year.
The ro.id is without rolling stock, that being furnished by
the lessees.
FiXAN'CiAL Statement, Sept. 30, 1882.
General Exhibit.
Total income (from rent of road), S74.437.00
Total expense, including taxes, 200.00
Net income, $74,237.00
Interest on funded debt, 35,000.00
Balance applicable to dividends, $39,237.00
Dividends declared, 3 per cent.
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES.
Dr. Cr.
Construction account, $2,010,079.58 CapUnl stock, $1,310,000.00
FuiKledilebt. 700,0 O.OO
Vouchers and accounts, 79.58
Total assets, $2,010,079.58 Total liabilities, $2,010,079.58
Mileage, traffics, etc., included in the return of the Worcester





Directors—F. H. Kinnicutt, J. C. Eastman, F. H. Dewey, E.
B. Stoddard. Charles AV. Smith, C. T. Turner, A. H. Dunlap,
Benj. Fletcher, Jr., J. C. Burley, Edwin Wallace, B. W. Hoyt,
H. J. Pillsbury.
Corporate name of company and prineiiial address : The
Nashua & Rochester Railroad. Worcester, Mass.
FITCHBURG RAILROAD.
A return of this road is required in consequence of its own-
ing a branch line from Ayer Junction, in JNIassachusetts, to
Greenville, the operation of which is merged in the business of
the main line, as no account of the business of the branch line
is kept by itself.
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This branch line, which is known as the Peterborough & Shir-
ley Railroad, is 23,62 miles in length, and about IH miles are in
New Hampshire.
The directors report the road-bed and track in excellent con-
dition. All the track on the main road between Boston &
Greenfield, except about fifteen miles, has been laid with steel
rails.
June 2o, 1882, the wooden bridge over the Nashua river was
burned, and preparations have been made to replace it with an
iron truss bridge, the stone-work being already well advanced.
A comparison of this year's returns with last year's shows a
decrease of S 12.000 in gross income, and a decrease in expenses
of 31 10.000, making an increase in net income of 877,000.
FiXAKCiAi, Statemekt, Seit. .30, 1882.
General Exhibit.
Total income, 82,61.3.7.30.06
Total expense, including taxes, 2,007,886.40
Net income, 860.0,84.3.66
Interest on funded debt. 1.02,.oOO.OO
Interest on unfunded debt, 44,220.74
Rentals, 2.30,572.00
Dividends declared, 6 per cent., 207,000.00
Balance for the year, deficit, 120,4.08.08
Balance (profit and loss) last year, 426,000.09
Received in settlement of old claim. 60,138.14
Deduct in settlement of old claim, .06,1 00. oO
Balance (profit and loss) carried forward to
next year, 301.308.65
Charges and Credits to Property during the Tear.
Construction and equii»ment not apportioned, 86,80.0.46
Locomotives, 1 07,000.00
Passenger, mail, and baggage cars, 28,000.00
Freight cars, 2.0,182.36
Real estate, 3.0,640.8.3
Hoosac Tunnel Dock & Elevator Co., 03,.000.00
Vt. & Mass. K. R., improvements, 361,302.39
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Somcrvillo improvements, Si 05,1 89.92
Prison l:uul iniprovonionts, 14.()()6.()0
Net addition for the year, $70(1, 096.50
Analysis or Eaunings and Expknses.
From loeal passengers, $585,007.05
through passengers, 2;> 1 , 704 . 72
express and extra baggage, 10, IM) 1.80
mails, ;U,22;?.89
other sources, passenger depart-
ment, 1.8()7,12
Total, |)assenger department, ^ $896,854.88
From local freight, $007,850.70
through freight, 913,725.77
Total, freight department, 1,521,576.47
Total transportation earnings, $2.418,4151,35
Rent for use of road, 51 ,000.00
Income from other sources, 144,298.71
Rent of property, $23,500.35
Elevator, wnrehouses, and wharves, 10,7;)2.3()





Stationery and printing, 22,505.11
Outside agencies and advertising, 17,858.82
Contingencies, 9,1 15.32
Repairs bridges (iuchiding culverts and
cattle guards), $17,178. 10
Repairs buihliugs, (;8,7;>2.50
Repairs fences, road-crossings, tt signs, 13,89(!.01
Renewal rails, 78,29 1.81
Renewal ties, 48,779.00
Repairs road-way and track, 104,081.80
i! Repairs locomotives, 87,428.53
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Fuel for locomotives, $287,414.38
Water supply, 14,554.79
Oil and waste, 26,022.97
Locomotive service, 103,482.42
Repairs passenger cars, 62,969,00
Passenger train service, 57,659.79
Passenger train supplies, 7,760.68
Repairs freight cars, 128,372.28
Freight train service, 142,479.37
Freight train supplies, 5,569.57
Mileage, freight cars (debit balance), 18,982.53
Telegraph expenses (maintenance and
operating), 16,831.13
Damage and loss of freight and bag-
gage, 10,739.85
Damage to property and cattle, 1,475.38
Personal injuries, 13,705.98


















Total train mileage, 2,089,806
Number of season ticket passengers, 841,810
Number of local passengers (including
season), 2,753,967
Number of through passengers, 205,456
Total number of passengers carried, 2,959,423
Mileage of local passengers, 35,746,217
Mileage of through passengers, 11,882,044
Total passenger mileage, 47,628,311
Number tons local freight carried, 593,367
Number tons through freight carried, 1,228,895
Total tons freight carried, 1,822,262
Mileage of local tonnage, 16,869,254
Mileage of through tonnage, 112,948,822
Total freight mileage, 129,818,076
Average weight of passenger trains, exclusive of passengers,
134 tons.
Average number of cars in passenger trains, 5f
.
Average weight of freight trains, 300 tons.
Averag3 nii:ub3r of cars in train, 25.
Average number of persons employed, 2,013.
Lengtli of road, branches, sidings, &c., computed as single line,
208.69.
Length of road, branches, sidings, &c., leased to F. R. R. Co.,
95.80.
Lengtli of road operated by this company not including double
track and sidings, 189.12.
ROLLING STOCK.
Engines : 98. Cars,—Passenger, 93 ; baggage and mail, 29 ;
freight, 3,041 ; other cars, 168.
92
DIRECTORS.
William B. Stearns, Boston. Mass. ; Seth Bemis, Newton,
Mass. ; Robert Codman, Boston. Mass. ; Rodney Wallace, Fitch-
burg. Mass. ; Franklin N. Poor. Sonierville, Mass. ; Charles T.
Crocker. Fitchburg. Mass. ; Charles A. Welch, AValtham, Mass.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Fitchburg
Railroad Company, Boston, Mass.
PORTLAND & OGDENSBURG RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Portland, Me., to the Fabyan House, 91
miles ; also a short line of 2h miles from a junction with the
Boston, Concord & Montreal Railroad in Dalton, to the Ver-
mont line in the town of Lunenburg, Vt. Between the Fabyan
House and Dalton the trains of this road are operated under
contract, by the Boston, Concord & JNIontreal Railroad. Total
length of the line in the state is 43 miles. Length of road,
branches, and sidings. lOGj.
The financial statement of the year shows a large increase in
the gross earnings of the road.
During the year there have been added to the construction and
equipment account, freight cars, land, buildings, &c., costing
$49,964.36. Impi-ovements have been made in bridges, trestles,
and gradings. and road-bed and track.
There have been laid 800 tons of steel rails and 38.000 cross-
ties.
The following from the directors' rei)ort relates to improve-
ments made on the New Hampshire portion of the road.
"At North Conway, in the pi'eparatiou for an entire replace-
ment of the trestle and pile bridge across Artist Brook Valley,
there have been constructed, in a most substantial manner, a
stone abutment at the highway crossing, and an arch for the
stream ; the latter, a massive structure, twenty-five feet span,
twenty feet high inside dimensions, and, including wings, one
hundred and thirty feet long, contains, with foundation, about
fourteen hundred cubic yards of masonr}', laid in cement, at a
cost of less than §7,000. The steam-shovel and construction
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traiu will soon be at work forming the heavy embankment
required here, from a neighboring sand ridge, to which a tem-
porary track has been laid. During the present winter this
almost worn-out bridge, six hundred feet long and from twenty
to forty-five feet high, will be replaced by a solid and imperish-
able structure of stone and earth, with a short girder of twenty-
five feet over the highway. The earth-fill will require 37,000
yards, of which 7,000 yards have been put in this season.
'•The trestle across the western channel of the East Branch
of Saco river, before partially loaded, has been completely
filled with stone and surfaced with gravel, by which another
perishable structure has been superseded.
"The pile bridge over the John's river, in Dalton, has been
strengthened and partialh' renewed by additional piles and
timber.
"The iron bridges have all been repainted.
" The slopes and ditches of the road, along the mountain side,
have been materially improved, and the great embankment be-
side Dismal Pool, near Crawford Notch, has been made nearly
ready for the change of track, so that the improved alignment
contemplated at this point may be made next spring. Six
thousand yards of earth have been put here this season. It
will take about five thousand yards more to complete it.
" At the Mt. Pleasant House station the slopes have been
neatly taken off to correspond with the work done by the hotel
proprietors, which, with the commodious platform, presents a
marked improvement there."
STATEMKNT OF ACCIDENTS.
Dec. 7, 1881. AVilliam Turner, a sea captain from Bucks-
port, 'Me., was struck by No. 1 train, as it was backing out of
Portland station, and received injuries from which he died in
about one hour.
Dec. 10, 1881. AVilliam Monaghan, freight brakeman, had
three fingers badly crushed while shackling cars at Fryeburg.
Jan. 4, 1882. Frank Shackley, fireman, was thrown from a
locomotive by collision in Portland yard, and was considerably
hurt about the back.
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Jan. 24, 1882. Thomas Moss, switchman in yard, had his
hand badly crushed while shackling cars.
June 5, 1882, J. McCarty, switchman in yard, leg broken
while shackling cars.
Sept. 0, 1882. J. C. Lewis, brakeman, had one thumb
crushed off in Portland yard while shackling cars.
Oct. 5, 1882. John Lysaght, brakeman, lost a finger while
shackling cars in Bartlett yard.
No accident has happened to any passenger train, and no
passenger has been injured during the year.
Financial Statement, Sept. 30, 1882.
General Exhibit.
Total income, $354,173.09
Total expense, including taxes, 247,809.49
Net income, $106,303.60
Interest on funded debt, $60,720.00
Interest on unfunded debt, 3,397.08
$70,117.08
Balance for the year, $36,180.52
Balance (profit and loss) last year, 99,018.39
$135,204.91
Add or deduct various entries made
during the year not included above, 14,853.81
Balance (profit and loss) carried forward to next
year, $120,351.10.
Charges and Credits to Property during the Year.
Freight cars, $15,500.00
Locomotive, 12,000.00
Land and buildings and filling flats
in Portland, 22.404.36
Total charges, $49,904.36
Net addition for the year, $49,964.36
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Analysis of Eaknings and Expenses.
Ea7'nings.
From local and through passengers, $139,223.67
express and extra baggage, 4,068.13
mails, 8,696.71
Total, passenger department,





Salaries, general officers, and clerks
;
law expenses ; insurance ; station-
ery and printing ; outside agen-
cies and advertising ; contingen-
cies, $16,327.99
Repairs bridges (including culverts
and cattle guards), 5,116.49
Repairs buildings, 5,143.23




Repairs road-way and track, 43,641.55
Repairs locomotives, 15,608.63
Fuel for locomotives, 36,234.95
Water sui)ply, 1,131.36
Oil and waste, 3,415.77
Rei)airs snowplows, 151.36
Repairs passenger cars, 14,285.82
Passenger train service, 12,649.93
Mileage, passenger cars (debit bal-
ance), 281.42
. Repairs freight cars, 9,905.60
I
Freight train service, 14,301.39







Damage and loss of freight and
baggage, 9.67
Damage to property and cattle, 90.43
Repairs machine shops and ma-
chinery, 1.465.20
Agents and station service, 24,406.47
Removing ice and snow, 1,920.10
Switchmen, watchmen. &c., 5,594.78
Taxes. 312.78
B. C. & M. R. R., for hauling trains, 6,000.00




Number tons local freight carried. 173,245.8
Number tons through freight carried, 49.261 .8
Total tons freight carried, 222.507.6
Mileage of local tonnage. 3.485.313.1
Mileage of through tonnage, 3.494,891.2
Total freight mileage, 6,980,204.3
Average number of cars in passenger trains, 3.78
Average number of cars in train. 15.93
Average number of persons employed, 250
ROLLING STOCK.
Engines: TVood, 11.
Number and kind of cars : Passenger and baggage. 18
;
freight. 292.





General Ticket Agent—Chas. H. Foye.
Chief Engineer—John F. Anderson.
Directors—Samuel J. Anderson, H. N. Jose, TN'. F. Milliken,
J. S. Ricker. J. Eastman, J. P. Baxter, R. M. Richardson,
M. W. Thomas, Jr., Samuel Waterhouse, Francis Fessendeu.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Portland
& Ogdeusburg Railroad Company, Portland. ^le.
PORTLAND vk ROCHESTER RAIEROAD.
' Line of Boad.—Portland. Me., to Rochester. Length, 52.5
imiles, of which three miles are in New Hampshire.
"^inco issuing our last annual report, this road has passed
rom the hands of the receiver, who had held it since 1877. to
he corporation known as the Portland c^ Rochester Railroad,
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said corporation deriving its title through purchase of the Port-
land & Rochester Railroad Company, authority for said pur-
chase having been obtained from the legislatures of Maine and
New Hampshire.
The April term, 1882, of the supreme judicial court of Maine,
made the following decree :
"The receiver, upon receiving from the Portland & Rochester
Railroad, which has acquired the interest of the Portland &
Rochester Railroad Company and of the city of Portland, an
agreement to assume all his liabilities as receiver, shall convey
and deliver to said Portland & Rochester Railroad all property,
books, and papers in his possession as receiver, and shall ren-
der his accounts as such receiver to and settle the same with
said Portland & Rochester Railroad."
May 1, 1882. The receiver made full settlement of his ac-
counts, and delivered the railroad and all property in his pos-
session to the Portland & Rochester Railroad, and since that
date the road has been operated by said P. & R. R.
The financial statement includes the seven months it was
operated b}- the receiver.
During the year large expenditures have been made for steel
rails, ties, tools, &c.
Financial Statement, September 30, 1882.
General Exhibit.
Total income, $201,847.70
Total expense, including taxes, 195,321.26
Net income, $6,526.44
Balance (profit and loss) carried
forward to next year, 80,526.44
Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Earnings.
From local and through passengers, §62,903.79
express, 2,137.93
mails, 8,079.48
Total, passenger department, §73,121.20
i
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From local and throuo-h freioht, 127,816.26
Income from other sources, rents, &c.,
Total income from all sources,
JExpenses.
Salaries of general officers and clerks, $7,825.00
Law expenses, 185.73
Insurance, 145,10
Sationery and printing, outside agen-
cies and advertising, 1,702.05
Contingencies, 3,770.54
Repairs bridges (including culverts and
cattle-guards)
,
3 ,83 1 . 72
Repairs buildings, 9,244.34




Repairs road-way and track, 17,735.93
Repairs locomotives, 13,047.24
Fuel for locomotives, 21,694.06
Water supply, 1,134.62
Oil and waste, 1,782.69
Repairs passenger cars, includes new
car, 3,938.06
Passenger train service, 6,887.29
Switchmen, watchmen, and signalmen, 5,646.89
New freight cars, 32,895.00
Repairs freight cars, 5,847.66
Freight train service, 11,347.35
Mileage, freight cars (debit balance), 1,018.07
Telegraph expenses (maintenance and
operating), 690.00
Damage and loss of freight and baggage, 231.21






















Materials and supplies, 8,977.84
Total assets, 1617,756.25
Capital stock, $580,168.20









Number of local passengers (inchiding
season), 142,165
Number of through passengers, 23,083
Total number of passengers carried,
Number tons local freight carried, 66.776
Number tons through freight carried, 56,498
Total tons freight carried,
Average number of cars in passenger trains, 3.
Average number of cars in train, 20.
Average number of persons employed, 145.





Engines : Coal, 7. Total, 7. Passenger and baggage cars,





Treasurer and Clerk—Wm. H. Conant.
Gen. Ticket Agent and Superintetident—Joseph W. Peters.
Gen. Freight Agent—Albiou Hersey.
Directors—Geo. P. Wescott, Samuel E. Spring, Nathan Webb,
Wm. K. Putnam, J. S. Picker, C. McCarthy, Jr., Richard
Ohiey, Stephen J. Young, Geo. C. Lord.
ATLANTIC & ST. LAWRENCE RAILROAD.
Line of Road.—Portland, Me., to Island Pond, Vt., loOf
miles. In New Hampshire 52 miles.
This road is leased for a term of 999 years, at an annual
rental of 6 per cent, on its capital stock, to the Grand Trunk
Railway of Canada, and forming a part of the main line of the
Grand Trunk from Portland to Detroit.
The financial statement for this year covers only the New
Hampshire division, fifty-two miles, instead of line through to
Island Pond as heretofore ; therefore no comparison of the
business can be made with the preceding year.
The Grand Trunk Railway Company have continued to main-
tain the road and property in a satisfactory condition, and have
promptly made the pa^'ments required by the lease, for interest
on the company's bonds and for dividends on stock.
It will be observed that the expenses exceed the earnings by
$16,000.
No accidents are reported.
Financial Statement, Dec. 31, 1882.
General Exhibit.
Total income, $244,901.06
Total operating expense, including taxes, 267,066.39
Interest on funded and unfunded debt, 167,756.04
Balance for the year (loss), $189,921.37
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Analysis of Earnings and Expenses.
Earnings.
From local passengers, 819,536.96
through passengers, 25,679.80
express and extra baggage, 5,538.64
mails, 4,750.42
Total earnings passenger department,
Local freight, §20,750.10
Through freight, 168,645.14
Total earnings freight department,
Total income from all soui'ces,
Exj)enses.
Maintenance of wa}" and buildings, 048,704.26
Locomotive power and repairs, 99,328.03
Repairs and renewals of cars, 29,841.74
Traffic expenses, 68,160.44
General charges, 9,020.12
Rent of rolling stock, 5,659.75
Taxes, 6,352.05
Total operating expenses and
taxes,











Miles run by passenger, mail, and
baggage cars, 474,264
Miles run by freight cars, 4,058,538
Number of season ticket passengers, 1,266
Number of local passengers (includ-
ing season), 26,416
Number of through passengers, 41,296
Total number of passengers car-
ried, 67,712
Mileage of local passengers, 606,738
Mileage of through passengers, 1,421.862
Total passenger mileage, 2,028,600
Number tons local freight carried, 25,225
Number tons through freight carried, 430.840
Total tons freight carried, 456,065
Mileage of local tonnage, 939,096
Mileage of through tonnage. 19,387,800
Total freight mileage, 20,326,896
KOLLIXG STOCK.
Engines : Coal, 51 ; passenger, with power brake, 17 ; freight,
with power brake, 25 ; switching, 9.
Number and kind of cars : Passenger, 25 ; baggage, mail,
and express, 20 ; freight, no specified number allotted.
Kind of brake : Westinghouse.
Average weight of passenger trains, 161 tons.
Average number of cars in passenger trains, 5 cars.
Average weight of freight trains, 261 tons.
Average number of cars in train, 20 cars.
Average number of persons emplo^'ed, 224 persons.
Length of road, branches, sidings, etc. 52 miles.
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS.
President—Samuel E. Spring ; Treasurer—Chas. E. Barrett
;
Cleric— F. R. Barrett; H. J. Libby, Sir A. T. Gait, F. K.
Swan, J. Hickson, P. H. Brown.
Corporate name of company and principal address : Atlantic






Atlantic & St. Lawrence Railroad,
Boston, Concord & Montreal Railroad,
Boston & Maine Railroad, .
Cheshire Railroad,
Concord Railroad,
Concord & Claremout Railroad, .
Concord & Portsmouth Railroad, .
Dover & Winnipiseogee Railroad,
Eastern (Mass.) Railroad, .
Eastern (N. H.) Railroad, .
Fitchburg Railroad,
Manchester & Keene Railroad,
Manchester & Lawrence Railroad,
Manchester & North Weare Railroad,
Monadnock Railroad, .
Mount AVashington Railroad,
Mileage of railroads in New Hampshire
Nashua, Acton & Boston Railroad,
Nashua & Lowell Railroad, .
Nashua & Rochester Railroad,
Northern Railroad,
Peterborough Railroad,

























Portsmouth & Dover Railroad,
Portsmouth, Great Falls & Conway Railroad,
Portland & Ogdensburgh Railroad,
Portland & Rochester Railroad, .
Profile & Francooia Notch Railroad,
Report, ......
Suncook Valley Railroad,
Sullivan County Railroad, .
West Amesbury Branch Railroad,
Whitefield & Jefferson Railroad, .
Wilton Railroad,.....
Wolfeborough Railroad,































To His Excellencii the Oovernor and Honorable Council:
The commissioners, in making their annual communication
for the year ending June 1, 1883, report that the hatching-house
at Plymouth has been under the charge of Mr. E. B. Hodge
since June, 1882. The manner in which he has performed his
duties has given satisfaction to the commission. Arrangepients
have been made with him to continue during the present year.
REPORT OF E. B. HODGE,
Superintendent of the hatching-house at Plymouth under the joint
arrangement of the Massachusetts and New Hampshire Fish
and Game Commissioners.
Gentlemen : When I assumed charge of the joint hatching-
house near Livermore Falls, June 1, the work of hatching for
the year had been completed, and the salmon fry had been
placed in the Pemigewasset. I immediately had the reservoir
put in condition to receive the expected spring run of salmon.
The nets were placed in the river on the 20th of June, and
the first salmon taken the 26th. Owing to another unusually
dry season following the severe drought of last year, the water
by the 20th of July became too low for the fish to run. The
fall run began about the last of September, and the last salmon
was taken November 3. Thirty-three were taken in all, from
which were taken about 85,000 eggs.
The eggs were taken the last week in October, and are remark-
ably healthy, the loss so far being only a fraction of one per
cent. ; 150,000 brook-trout eggs are now in the hatching-house
;
75,000 will be sent to the Fish Commissioners of Massachusetts,
the balance to be distributed in the waters of New Hampshire.
The unusually low water in the Pemigewasset the last two
years is not owing, as many suppose, to the cutting away of the
forests, causing the springs to dry up, and thus diminishing the
volume of water in the river, but to the unusually light rain-
fall, as the area of wood land in Grafton county, and I might
say in the whole state, is larger than twenty-five years ago. As
directed, I have added about 500 brook trout this season to the
stock already in the ponds, making now about 600 two years
old and upwards, and 500 from one to two years old.
There are also in the large pond a large number of " Cali-
fornia" or rainbow trout. Many of them are four inches and
over in length, which shows a rapid growth, as they are only
six months old. It will be necessary to prepare a place for
them another season.
The young salmon in the river this year were unusually
plenty—more so than any previous year. So numerous were
they on the rapids below the falls that it was impracticable to
fish for trout, as a parr or smolt would be hooked at almost
every cast.
Man}'^ of the salmon that passed the fish-ways did not reach
here, owing to low water. They were plenty between here and
Bristol in the pools, and some are reported to have fallen vic-
tims to the spear of the poacher.
It is to be hoped that some action will be taken the coming
season to prevent such violation of the law.
Over 900 feet of gravelled walk has been made around the
ponds. As the supply of water in the hatching-house was not
sufficient for the 3'oung fish when all the trays were full, I have
laid a two-inch pipe from the large spring south of the house,
which gives an additional supply of over 16,000 gallons per day.
This water is four degrees colder than that from the old spring,
and will retard the hatching, which will be an advantage, as
the young fish will not be ready to place in the streams until
they are free from ice and have become warm enough to furnish




The fact that no increase in the run of salmon was expected
this year, together with the unusually large number of young
fish in the river, certainly gives great encouragement for the
success of the enterprise in the future.
There have been received from the l^nited States Hatchery,
of Northville, Michigan, 200,000 white-fish eggs, which were
hatched with a loss of two and eight tenths per cent. The
3'oung fry were put into Newfound lake April 19, 1888. There
were received from Bucksport, Maine, 100,000 eggs of the
sahno saler. or Penobscot salmon, donated to New Hampshire
by Prof. Baird of the U. S. Fish Commission; also 215,000 of
the same variety furnished by Massachusetts Fish Commission.
These, with the eggs taken at Plymouth fi'om thirty-three salm-
on which came up the Merrimack river, making a total of
400,000, have been successful^ hatched and placed in the Pem-
igewasset this spring.
One hundred and twenty-five thousand eggs of the schoodic
or land-locked salmon were received from Grand Lake stream,
Maine, for which the commissioners paid $300, and the young
fry are now ready to be placed in suitable waters.
E. B. HODGE,
Supt. of Hatcidng-House.
Plymouth, May 31, 1883.
SALMON.
Within the past three years, including the spring of 1883,
more than 1,200,000 young salmon fry have been placed in the
Merrimack river and its tributaries. As it requires four years
from the time of planting the fr}' to mature and return to the
spawning-beds, it is reasonable to expect, with an aA^erage run
of water, that in 1884, 1885, and 1886 salmon will be abundant
in the Merrimack. The fish-ways at Lawrence and Lowell are
giving reasonable satisfaction. At Amoskeag there is obstruc-
tion in the main channel, which Col. Livermore has promised to
remove at the time of low water this summer.
There were hatched at the hatching-house and placed in the
Pemigewasset above Plymouth, May 22, 1882, 454,983 young
salmon.
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125,000 eggs taken from salmon at Plymouth ; 4,319 eggs were
lost in hatching.
341,000 eggs were received from Bucksport, Maine, contributed
b}' Prof. Baird and Massachusetts Fish Commission
;
466,000 0,698 eggs were lost in hatching.
LAND-LOCKED SALMON DISTRIBUTED SINCE LAST REPORT.
1882.
May 24. 4,000, Pleasant pond, Francestown.
27. 5,000, Tri Echo pond, Milton.
" 5,000, Sunapee lake, Newbury.
" 5,000, Star pond, Springfield.
30. 10,000, Newfound lake, Hebron.
31. 5,000, Long pond, Hancock.
" 2,500, Mt. William pond, Weare.
10,000, Squam lake, Holderness.
June 23. 5,000, Dan Hole pond, Ossipee.
'' 5,000, North pond. Sandwich.
56,250
The five years limitation has expired in some of the waters
of the state where land-locked salmon fry have been planted.
When intelligently fished for, good results have been obtained.
Numbers have been taken from several ponds weighing from
one to six pounds each.
BROOK TROUT DISTRIBUTED SINCE LAST REPORT.
1882.







May 25. 4,000 in brooks in Weare.
" 3,000 " Wilton.
55,000












The commissioners are giving especial attention to the cultiva-
tion of brook trout for the stocking of suitable brooks in the
state, and propose in the near future to very much extend this
important branch of fish-culture.
The severe and unparalleled drought of last summer destroyed
many thousands of trout. Many brooks were completely dry.
There are now in the ponds at the hatching-house
600 breeding trout two years old and over,
500 breeding trout one to two years old,
from which were taken last October 150,000 eggs, one half of
which were sent to the Massachusetts Fish Commission ; the
balance were hatched and placed in New Hampshire waters.
Arrangements are now being made to procure a large number
of trout eggs next fall, to supply the large demand in season
for distribution in 1884.
CALIFORNIA, OR RAINBOW TROUT.
There are now in the large basin three hundred yearlings.
They are doing well, and will be kept for breeders. The com-
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mission will soon be able to furnish young fry from this stock.
Five thousand California trout eggs were presented by Prof.
Baird of the U. S. Fish Commission, for which he has our
thanks. We also desire to express to him our grateful acknowl-
edgments for the many favors received from the U. S. Commis-
sion in the past.
The California trout is in its structure pretty much the coun-
terpart of our brook trout.
The spawning season commences about the first of March
and continues till June. It therefore affords what the brook
trout does not, good autumn fishing. The fish is one of
remarkable vigor and hardiness. It will thrive in water which
to salmon and brook trout would be certain death. It will bear
rough handling with comparative impunity, and bruises on its
skin, which in other fish would be followed by fungus and death,
make apparently no harmful impression. It is an active fish
;
and though it will thrive in either lake or river, loves best a
swift running stream and the most thoroughly aired water.
It is a voracious feeder, but its tastes are as delicate as others
of the trout family. It loves best to take its food alive, and
cannot resist the temptation of a struggling grasshopper or
miller, no matter how full its maw may be already. No fish
known is so certain as this to be attracted by the artificial fly.
It does not matter much what the form or color may be, so
that a motion is given to resemble life. In its greed for insect
food it takes no account of seasons, and will rise as readily in
January to a red fly, when it is hardly possible for a natural fly
to exist, as in July when the surface of the water swarms with
insect life. It grows with nearly double the rapidity of the
brook trout in the same water, and is of all fish, whose habitat
is exclusively in fresh water, most suitable for the large streams
of the state, and all other streams which over-much fishing,
dams, saw-mills, and other destructive agencies of human
contriving have spoiled for good trout fishing. Whether it can
endure the poison of tanneries has not been j^et tested. If it
shall be found to stand this last desperate test, to which all




Two thousand leather carp, said to be of the best known
variety, were received from the U.S. Fish Commission at Wash-
ington April 1 2. On opening the cans four hundred were found
dead ; the bahiiice were immediately placed in the ponds, but
soon began to show signs of distress. Upon examination they
were found to be covei'ed with "fungus," which caused twenty-
five to seventy-live to die daily. At this time not more than
ten are alive. The commissioners ver}' much regret that they
were unable to fill the many orders from all sections of the state
for this very valuable variety of fish which are so anxiously
souglit for. Annexed is a copy of a letter received from Prof.
Baird :
U. S. Commission of Fish and Fisheries,
Washington, D. C, April 28, 1883.
Geo. W. Riddle, Esq.,
Commissioner of Fisheries, Manchester. N. II.
Dear Sir: I can hardly say I am surprised at your report of
the bad condition of the carp. Our experience with the spring
shipments for the past two seasons is such as to satisfy me that
to make a successful distribution of the carp, they ought to go
out in the fall and early winter.
It will give me pleasure to replace your losses by a shipment





This seems to be the coming fish for the sluggish waters of
the United States. It has been so frequently described and
commented upon l)y the press of the country that we regard it
unnecessary here to do more than refer to its general character-
istics and habits. The German carp is a sucker, with a long,
protruding, leathern mouth. He is chiefly a vegetable feeder,
but refuses no kind of food ; in fact, he is omniverous in his
domesticated condition. While the carp cannot from the na-
ture of its habits be called a game fish, he will take a bait, and
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can be caught by hook and line. '' In proof of this assertion we
here narrate and record an incident which occurred at Forest
Park carp ponds in St. Louis the past summer. The classic
' small boy' went fishing in the park, not knowing it was con-
trary to city ordinance. The keeper of the ponds and the park
police were elsewhere employed. In a half hour he caught six
fish weighing four pounds each. Delighted he took them home
to his father, who recognized them as German carp. We sup-
posed he accidentally fished near one of the feeding tables
where the carp are fed twice a day in summer. While this boy
deprived us of six valuable brood carp, he has unwittingly
demonstrated to older anglers that carp can be caught with hook
and line. For this valuable fact we condone his offence, and
would not have punished hiin had we caught him ; but he must
not do it again. From various other sources we have proof of
his biting qualities, especially when confined in ponds and arti-
ficially fed."
Carp culture should be confined chiefly to ponds especially
constructed for the purpose. Almost every farm in the state
possesses conditions favorable to the construction of carp ponds
of larger or smaller extent, as the case ina\" be. With properly
constructed carp ponds, and properly managed, the farmer is as
sure of wholesome food fish as he is of his annual supply of
grain and meat.
EXTRACT FROM LETTER OF PROF. BAIRD.
Sir : I have great faith in the future of this new fish, and
am quite well satisfied that within two years it will constitute a
very prominent element in the food animals of the country.
Although scarcely known in the United states, and but a little
more as an article of extended application in England and
France, it is in Germany and Austria that it is cultivated in the
highest degree, so as to constitute a notable article of market
supply. The fish itself is probably' of Asiatic origin, and hu-
been domesticated in China for thousands of years.
It has, however, been so extensively distributed in Europe as
to have become, in a manner, a native fish, occurring in public
waters as well as in private enclosures. It is emphatically a
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funner;?' fish, nnd may safely be claimed to be among fishes
what eliickeiis are among liirds. and pigs and ruminants are
among mammals. Its s[)eeial merit lies in the fact of its slug-
gishness, and the ease with which it is kept in very limited en-
closure— it being a vegetable feeder—and its general inoffen-
siveness, whereas trout and black bass require a supply of ani-
mal food for their sustenance and growth. The carp, while not
disdaining tlies, worms, larv;i?, etc., lives on the succulent roots
and leaves of aquatic plants, their seeds fallen into the water,
and other similar snl)stances, and may be fed very readily upon
corn, grain, bread, root crops, raw or boiled, and indeed any
vegetable refuse whatever. Its rate of growth, too, is some-
what marvellous ; and, as observed so far in the specimens intro-
duced into the United States, being even more remarkable here
than in Europe, and are now only about three and a half years
old, some from twenty-five to thirty inches in length, weighing
from four to eight or nine pounds.
The three varieties, imported by us, the scaly, mirror, and
leathern carp, are all of first-class excellence, and characterized
by broad backs, as distinguished from the sharp back and more
bony characters of the common fish.
They occupy a conspicuous place in the German fish markets,
and bring the same price as trout, selling generally for about
twenty-five cents per pound. The carp will thrive best in arti-
ficial or natural ponds with muddy bottoms and abounding veg-
etation. In large ponds it may not be necessary to add any
special food ; but in restricted enclosures, as, for instance, in
those of a fraction of an acre, they may be fed with the refuse
of the kitchen garden, leaves of cabbage, lettuce, leek, etc.,
hominy or other substances. Grain of any kind is better boiled
before being fed to the fish, but this is probably not absolutely
1 necessary. It is a prime necessity that there be no predaceous
! fish embraced in the same pond with the carp. Of course the
larger fish will be measurably secure against attacks of carniv-
1
orous species about the same size, but the eggs and young will
become a prey to their associates. The carp siniwn in the
I
spnng, in May or June, and indeed, under some circumstances,
throughout the entire summer.
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We have 3'onng fish spawned all the way from May to Sep-
tember. They are very prolific, the female varying from 50,000
to 500,000, according to her size. The eggs adhere tenaoiously
to whatever they touch : for that reason it is very important
that the pond should be i)rovided with floating weeds for such
attachment. The eggs hatch out in a few days, and the young
grow very rapidly. They feed occasionally on so-called frog-
spittle, the green algo scum that is so common in frog-ponds
;
consequently such waters are especially adapted for carp.
Whenever the water becomes cold down to perhaps forty de-
grees, and especially when frozen over at the to}), the fish bury
themselves in the mud, aggregating in lots from fifty to one
hundred, frequently with their tails projecting, and constituting
what is called in Germany kettles or rolls.
It is very important that they should not lie disturbed under
such circumstances.
Of course, while hibernating in this way they are not feeding,
although they are said not to lose appreciably in weight. In
the more southern regions, where the waters do not freeze, they
will probably feed throughout tlie year and make a more rapid
growth.
So far no waters have proved themselves too warm for them.
As regards the best plants for carp ponds, I may mention the
ordinary pond weeds, ^jwvfe deria, and sagittaria, splatter
docks or pond lilies, and, indeed, any of the kinds that grow in
the water with the leaA'cs floating on the surface, duck weed
among the number. Those which produce seeds, like the wild




IMPORTANCE OF FISII-CULTUKE AND VROTPX'TION OF FOOD FISH.
It has been customary in past years for the fish commissioners,
in their annual reports, to dwell upon the importance of fish-cult-
ure, the protection of food-fish, and the re-stocking of our de-
pleted lakes and rivers. The subject is of no less importance
now than then, but we would consider it an offence against the
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intelligence of our people to go over again in this report the
many arguments and historical facts bearing upon the case. No
intelligent citizen will question the assertion that the waters of
New Hampshire have become comparatively exhausted of their
former bountiful fish supply. We will only refer here to the chief
causes of this exhaustion, viz. : Increased population ; the con-
struction of numerous mill-dams across the streams of the state
without proper overflows or fishways by which the fish can pass
up and down stream to and from their spawning-grounds ; inor-
dinate netting and seining, especially at the mouths of streams in
the spring-time and spawning season ; and unnatural and barba-
rous methods of fishing, by the use of poisonous drugs and explo-
sive cartridges in the pools in summer time. The above men-
tioned causes of exhaustion of our fish supplies apply to every
section and to every state of our great country.
Admitting these unpleasant facts, the people of the United
States, as well as the ijrovinces of C'anada, have with wonderful
unanimity concluded that it is the duty of the state to re-stock
these exhausted waters, and to protect them from further deple-
tion by the enactment of comprehensive fish laws, and the ap-
pointment of flsh commissioners to carry into effect the purposes
of these laws.
UNITED STATKS AND STATE FISH COMMISSIONEKS.
So important has this question of fish culture, fish propaga-
tion, and fish protection become to our people, that, in addition
to the United States Commissioner of Fisheries, thirty-seven
states and territories have enacted fish laws, and appointed active
fish commissioners under them. Under the splendid superin-
tendence of Prof. Spencer F. Baird, the U. S. Fish Commission
is performing a work of which the whole nation may well feel
proud. This commission undoubtedly stands at the head of all
similar enterprises in the world, not excepting the long estab-
lished ones of continental Europe. Our congress so thoroughly
appreciates the services rendered by the U. S. Commission of
Fisheries, that it annually appropriates most liberally to its sup-
port. The last appropriation was $200,000, which is over and
above special appropriations made for building and equipping a
splendid sea-going steamship called the Albatross, for deep sea
soundings and investigations connected with the ocean fisheries.
This U. S. Fish Commission is performing national work, such
as investigating, supervising, and regulating our sea-coast fish-
eries, the general fish interests of the great lakes and great water
highways of the republic, interests which no one state can con-
trol : also it is collecting shad eggs, hatching them, and then
distributing the young fry in vast numbers to public waters and
to state fish commissioners, to be placed in suitable waters in
the states. It has been entirely through the U. S. Fish Com-
mission that state commissions have obtained their annual sup-
plies of California salmon and California red-sided trout eggs
for hatching in state hatcheries.
STATE FISH COMMISSION'S.*
'• Each of the thirty-seven states and temtories having fish
commissions has necessarily a great variety of interests to be
looked after ; hence the duties of the commissioners and appro-
priations for the same vary accordingly. The great state of
New York appropriates annually 815.000 to the support of its
commission, which has been in active operation for twelve years.
" The labors of the commissioners should be seconded and sup-
ported by the people, for it is useless to spend time and money
to stock our waters with choice fish, and then permit the wanton
and indiscriminate catching in and out of season. The laws
bearing upon this subject should be as rigidly and impartially
enforced as any others ; and the people, in order to reap the
benefits designed by the enterprise, must interest themselves in
the protection, otherwise failure will follow.
'"' It should be our policy to encourage every enterprise that
can give us wealth or influence. AVe have the finest and most
attractive scenery to be found on the continent, and it is all
easily accessible. In the most delightful spots our enterprising
citizens have erected hotels and boarding-houses, with accoDO-
modations and appointments in every way as comfortable and
convenient as can be found in our largest cities. The interest
of our people is shown in the construction of well made high-
ways ; by the introduction of railroads and telegraphs at all fre-
'From address of Ex-Gov. Ueuj. F. Prescott.
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quented points ; and even locomotives and cars heavily freighted
with passengers now go to the top of our highest mountain, and
pass the night frequently above the clouds. Such are the facil-
ities now given tourists, who seek, from early summer to late in
autumn, the pure water and air among our mountains, and the
picturesque scenery that surrounds them on all sides. It is for
our advantage to have these people here.—ladies and gentlemen
of cultivation and refinement, as well as of pecuniary means.
Tlieir presence, with their cultivated manners, is a benefit, espe-
cially to our boys and girls, who do not have the means or the
opportunity to leave their country homes. How shall we attract
and keep such people with us? It is an important question, but
it is easily answered : By offering every inducement in our
power. There are other attractions which invite strangers to
our state. There are sports which are enjoyed by the gunner as
well as the angler. These sports are both healthful and excit-
ing, and have been enjoyed b}' certain classes in all ages of the
world of which we have authentic history. Wherever they can
find game and fish the}' will certainly go, and rareh' reckon the
costs attending their excursions, feeling sufficiently paid if they
succeed in bagging a reasonable amount of anything of which
they are in pursuit.
•'A great many parents living in the thickly settled portions of
the country have children whom they are anxious to remove
from the epidemics and distempers which frequently rage in such
places in the heated seasons. Such people seek cool and health-
ful resorts, and are willing to pay liberally for their board and
the attentions shown them. Men of large means, who have chil-
dren at school, desire that their vacations shall be passed in local-
ities removi'd from corrupting infiuences ; and it will be found
that large numhers pass their vacations with us. As a rule, all
such lads like the sports of fishing and gunning, and frequently
the father joins lu'artily in the sports with the son.
'' It was carefully estimated that visitors leave in New Ilanqj-
shire eight millions of dollars every year. In this view the [)rt)S-
pect widens for the country towns. Every trout brook re-stocked
is wealth. Every game-cover cultivates itself. Every accessi-
ble mountain peak is health for the invalid. Now. if we can
get this class of visitors, we should, in my judgment, offer every
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iiiducemeut to invite them here. There are, in almost all the
towns in the state, more or less brooks which have an abundant
supply of never-failing water and excellent feed for trout, which
have never been contaminated by sawdust from mills, or any
other substance deleterious to the growth of fish. My view has
always been that a reasonable effort of our commissioners should
be made to stock and re-stock such streams with trout,—a fish
which stands at the head of all others in beauty, game quality,
and deliciousness, and within the reach of every one,—and not
devote so much time and expense to the introduction of the
salmon, which can, under the most favorable circumstances, be
introduced into but few streams in the state. I would do all
for the salmon that is reasonable, but not at the expense of
other varieties from which the bulk of our people derive pleasure
and profit. The trout is the standard among fish, as the Bald-
win apple is among fruit, and is universally acknowledged such.
The more we have, the better ; and the wider spread, the greater
the satisfaction. The number of breeders should be increased
tenfold at our hatching establishment at Plymouth, as there is
ample room for the ponds ; and the facilities for hatching the
spawn should be increased in like manner, if necessary. The
outlay would be trifling when compared with the results. It is
estimated on good authority that 1,000,000 trout can be hatched
for a sum not exceeding $200. When it is understood that this
choice variety of fish, with which we all feel acquainted, is intro-
duced all over our state, in the small brooks and streams as well
as in the large bodies of water, and properly protected for only
a short time, the people will willingly give this enterprise a cor-
dial and hearty support. We want the introduction of fish that
can come within easy reach of our citizens with as little expense
to them as possible, and not those varieties which are shy of
the hook and difficult to capture. Most people cannot afford to
purchase costly fishing gear, or bear the expense of visiting ponds
and lakes at a distance, in winter or summer, to catch the game
fish taken only with skill by expert and professional fishermen.
We want every variety as widely distributed as possible. With-
in ray own knowledge, brooks in the vicinity of ray home, sev-
eral in number, thirty to 'forty years ago, and even at a more
recent period, used to abound in trout, and some of them grew
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to a remarkable size. Now it is difficult to catch any, owing to
a variety of causes, but more particularly to indiscriminate fish-
ing during the Avhole time the brooks are free of ice. The same
is true, no doubt, in all the towns in the state. I hope special
eflfort will be made by the commissioners to obtain the spawn of
the trout, while they are enlarging their number of breeders, by
purchase if necessary, and expend less money for the salmon
family.
" Since the passage by the legislature of the act authorizing any
town or city in the state to " prohibit fishing in any waters so
far as the same are included within the boundaries of any town
or city, for any period not exceeding three \'ears, for the purpose
of stocking said waters with any kind of desirable fish," a new
interest has been awakened in the propagation of brook trout,
the most choice of all the game and edible fishes native to our
waters. The commissioners have offered to allot to towns which
may adopt this act a suppW of young trout sufficient to stock
their streams, so far as the facilities for breeding at the state
hatchery will permit. The number of applications is constantly
increasing, and already' exceeds the productive capacity of the
establishment at Plymouth. An additional number of ponds for
raising and keeping parent fish are needed. The hatching-house
should be enlarged to give room for more troughs, and an in-
creased supply of water furnished for hatching purposes. All
this can be done at small expense.
"People who are impatient at what they conceive to be the slow
progress made in re-stocking the waters of our own state, and
who are skeptical in regard to the enterprise, are poorly informed
as to what has been already accomplished, and of the time and
labor required to complete the work. It is a common impression
that the planting of a few hundred thousand young fish in a river
or lake is sufficient to supply the waters for all time to come :
but this is only a beginning, and the process must be repeated
until the waters are so completely re-stocked that the natural
increase will render an artificial suppW unuecessar3^ In any
of our ponds open to fishing the year through, which abound in
the commonest varieties of fish, as perch, pickerel, chub, and
bream, there are many millions of eggs deposited and hatched
(annually, and this scarcely keeps the supply good. Much more
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difficult is it to preserve the finer varieties of game and edible
fishes which attract the art of the angler and the rapacity of the
pot fisherman."
Massachusetts was the first to lead in this work, with, proba-
bly, more obstacles to overcome than any other state. Her
migratory fish had all been destroyed, or so reduced as to be of
little value—a result which many persons supposed was not so
much due to overfishing, as to blocking the rivers and streams
by insurmountable dams, preventing the return of the fish to
their spawning-grounds.
The vast wealth invested in the manufactories, the motive
power of which was derived from these dams, was naturally
arrayed against any efforts to re-stock the rivers. It was there-
fore no inconsiderable part of the work of the commissioners to
harmonize so far as possible the public rights in the fisheries
and the private interests of the manufacturers.
The invention of the fishway, now in use in this state as well
as in some others, taking, as it does, so little water, and that at
a time when there is generally a surplus, did much toward re-
moving an}' misapprehensions of the owners or occupants of the
dams ; and it is due them to say, that, with very few excep-
tions, they have willingly complied with the demands made upon
them.
Successful as has been the work of the commissioners through-
out the several states, little has been done compared with what
might have been, and doubtless will be, when the people more
thoroughly see its importance, and acquire the judgment and
skill necessary to complete success. Fish-culture, like every other
industry, is a matter of growth. It has taken many years to
bring our manufactories up to their present standard. No pub-
lic enterprise can be forced much above the general intelligence
of the community, and fish-culture is no exception to the rule.
So long as a state allows the destruction of the young fish dis-
tributed for the purpose of re-stocking its waters, or a few rapa-
cious fishermen are permitted to overrule the public good, so
lono; will the work be more or less retarded.
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ARTIFICIAL HATCHING.
" Some fresh water fish, as particularly the bass, have not been
brought within the purview of artificial culture, as in their case
the processes of nature seem sufficient to maintain the stock in
reasonable plenty. The spawn of this family has a glutinous
coating, and adheres to water plants and sticks, where it is de-
posited in carefully selected placss, and the eggs and fry are
watched with nearly the same vigilant care that a hen bestows
on her young brood. The result is, few perish in infanc}', and
as a mature bass casts from twenty to forty thousand spawn at
her annual deposit, little is needed in stocking with this kind of
fish, but that the water should be pure and the supply of appro-
priate food sufficient.
"Fish of the salmon tribe, which includes all varieties of the
trout, show no such providence in the care of their eggs and the
rearing of their young. When the fish of this species reach the
spawning season, they seek some clean sand or gravel bed in a
clear running stream where there are springs coming up from
the bottom, and having scooped out a place the female casts
her spawn, which is immediately impregnated with the milt of
the accompanying male cast over it. Then the bed is slightly
covered with sand or gravel, and the deposit is left to its fate.
The pair, with an economy hardly consistent with the waste
afterward made, devour all spawn that has been omitted in the
covering process, and proceed to other business. The next
day, perhaps, another pair, in prospecting for a spawning place,
discover this bed, and approving its fitness proceed ruthlessly to
scratch up the deposit of their predecessors and cast their own
in its place. The upturned spawn they considerately appro-
priate for lunch. How many times this may be repeated in a
spawning season can be ascertained only by one who will spend
several days' vigil at a trout stream in spawning-time.
"But even if the spawn be spared from this destruction, there
are other dangers which constantly threaten. A sudden rise of
the stream may so foul the water that the spawn are, as it were,
strangled, or it is washed from its place of deposit by floods
and becomes the prey of fish or of birds that feed in water.
And even when the hazards of hatching are passed, and the
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young fry liave emerged from their filmy coverings, tliey are
hampered in their movements by the yolk sac from which they
draw sustenance for the first few weeks of their existence. This
to the fish, though necessary to its life, is a common cause of
its death. The sac is as great an impediment to free movement
in the fish as a ball-and-chain is to the cul[)rit to whose leg it is
attached. Where predaceous fish abound, millions of trout, pro-
duced by natural means, are annually devoured in the streams
where the}' are hatched, by one or another of the predaceous
tribes. And when the floods come, as they frequently do when
the fry are in a helpless state, millions more are destroyed by
the fouling of the waters. It is estimated by close observers,
that of every one hundred trout spawn naturally cast, only one
per cent, hatch and live to a stage where thev are exempt from
the most common accidents. And herein is illustrated the mar-
vellous value of artificial culture. In a well conducted hatch-
ing-house, ninety-five per cent, of the spawn are quite certain to
hatch, and as the young fry are kept out of harm's way until
they become of an age when they can be trusted to take care of
themselves, nearly all that are hatched survive ; and if they are
deposited in water suited to their nature, the larger portion be-
come mature fish worthy the angler's best art, and capable of
indefinitely multiplying and replenishing the waters with their
kind.
" These statements, and many more which are given in this
paper, have no merit of novelty, and are brought in only for the
reason that pisciculture now so extensively commands public
attention that many may here read of them for the first time,
and be interested as those to whom they are old stories were
once interested."
FISH HATCHING.
When the fish are wanted for stripping, a bag-net is fitted to
the race-way so as to cover its entire mouth, the lids of the
race-way are raised, and the fish driven down the passage to the
mouth and into the net. They are taken out and deposited iu
tubs of fresh water, and taken to the hatchery for stripping.
An experienced manii^ulator can tell, almost at sight in the
21
water, which fish are ripe. These are taken out delicately, and
immediately subjected to the stripping process. Should the fish
struggle in such a manner as to be liable to injury, it is gentl}'
placed back in the water, and the effort is renewed with greater
care after a less nervous fish has been disposed of. The spawn
is pressed out of the ovarian passage, by a gentle movement
from front to rear, into a pan. The milt of the male is ex-
pressed in a similar manner and falls on the spawn. When a
sufiicient quantity has been gathered in the pan, it is gently
shaken and stirred so that the milt is brought in contact with
every part of the spawn. Formerly water was put in with the
milt and spawn to facilitate impregnation ; but experience has
shown that what is known as the dry process is the best. The
theory of impregnation is this : The milt is a body consisting of
millions of spermatoza, or living animacula, which, till they enter
the spawn, are in a state of constant activity. In each egg or
particle of spawn is a small opening, into which one or more of
the spermatoza which swarm about the egg enters. The open-
ing immediately closes and the impregnation is completed.
Very soon after, changes appear in the egg. It loses its flesh
color, and puts on a pearly aspect, by which it is recognized as a
vital egg,—the embryo of a live fish. Frequently, when the eggs
hatch, there will be found many deformed fry, generally mon-
sters with double heads, which soon perish. These are supposed
to be the result of the occupation of the egg by more than one
of the spermatoza. It has been observed that the greater pro-
portion of monsters and deformed fry come from hylirid eggs.
When the eggs become impregnated in the manner described,
they are transferred to trays which fit in hatching cases, there
being twelve to fifteen trays to each case. These are placed in
troughs. The water is admitted at the bottom, and, passing in a
current through the layers of spawn, escapes at the top. The
effect is the same as wlien the spawn have been naturally cast
in spring currents. I^ach day the contents of the trays are care-
fully inspected, and any dead spawn found removed. This is
readily recognized by its opaque appearance, and by its loss of
gravity causing it to rise to the surface.
I The fry, when hatched, which in the case of trout is usually
r about ten weeks, pass to or are deposited in shallow troughs,
9'>
where they hiy, usually quiescent, till the yolk sac is absorbed,
which is about the fifth week. Each clay they are carefully in-
spected, and the dead, if there are any, removed. When the
yolk sac is gone, the fry are transferred to the boxes with
screened bottoms, which are anchored in the open water. The
fry are then ready for distribution, and if kept longer in the
boxes require feeding with blood or some other minute animal
substance.
The following is the report of Mr. Holmes, Superintendent
of the Lawrence Fishway :
REPORT OF FISH SEEN IN THE LAWRENCE FISHWAY IN THE YEAR
1882.
April 22. Let water into fishway.
May 5. Saw the first fish; a few alewives, suckers, and chubs.
G. Alewives and suckers, run small.
7. Alewives, run small; suckers and chubs, run large.
8. Alewives, suckers and chubs, run small.
9. Alewives, suckers and chubs, run small.
10. Alewives and lampers ('• lamper eels"), run small; suckers,
run large.
11. Alewives, suckers and lampers, run small.
12. Alewives, suckers, chubs and lampers, run small.
13. Alewives, suckers and chubs, run small.
14. Alewives, suckers and lampers, run small.
j:
15-27. The river high, muddy, and a very coUl rain ; very few fish i
running.
29. Alewives, run moderate; lampers, run small.
May 30 to June 7. A big freshet in the river; water very muddy; very
few fish running.
June 8. Alewives, suckers and lampers, run moderate.
9. Alewives, suckers and lampers, run moderate.
10. Alewives, run large ; lampers, run small.
11. Alewives, suckers and hiuipars, run moderate; one silver eel; (J
a few red-fin shniei'«.
12. One shad ; alewives and suckers, run large ; lampers, run
small.
13. Alewives and suckers, run large; lampers, run moderate; one
silver eel ; two black bass.
14. Alewives, suckers and lampers, run large ; one silver eel ; one
black bass ; a few red-lin shiners.
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15. Alowivcs and suekors, run large; laini)ers, run small.
1(>. Alowives, run largo ; lanipers, run small ; one black bass ; one
salmon, 15 pounds.
17. Alewives and suckers, run moderate; lanipcrs, run small; a
few small silver eels.
18. Alewives and suckers, run moderate ; lampers, run small.
19. Alewives and suckers, run small.
20. Alewives and suckers, run small ; one black bass ; one salmon,
10 pounds.
21. Suckers, run small ; one salmon, 10 pounds ; river high.
22. Alewives and suckers, run moderate ; lampers, run small ; one
silver eel.
23. Alewives and suckers, run moderate ; one black bass.
24. Alewives and suckers, run small ; one shad.
2o. Suckers, lampers and silver eels, run small.
26. Suckers and silver eels, run small ; J'oui^ salmon, 10 to 15
pounds.
27. Four salmon, 10 to 15 pounds.
28. Suckers and silver eels, run very small ; one black bass.
29. Suckers and silver eels, run small.
30. One black bass ; two salmon, 8 to 12 pounds ; suckers and sil-
ver eels, run small.
July 1. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small.
2. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small ; one black bass.
3. Suckers, chubs and lampers, I'un small.
4. Suckers, chubs and small silver eels, run small.
5. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small.
6. Suckers and chubs, run small; one black bass.
7. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small.
8. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small.
9. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small; a tew small roach;
one black bass ; one salmon, 12 pounds.
10. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small ; two salmon.
11. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small ; three salmon.
12. Suckers, chubs and roach, rnn small ; four black bass.
13. Suckers, chubs, silver eels and roach, run small.
14. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small ; two black bass.
15. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small.
Ifi. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small ; three black bass,
17. Suckers, chubs and silver (^els, run small.
18. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small.
19. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small ; two black has?.
20. Suckers, chubs and silv(!r eels, run small.
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21. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small.
22. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, rnn small ; three black bass.
23. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small ; four black bass.
24. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small.
25. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small.
26. Sucker^, chubs and silver eels, run small ; two black bass.
27. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small. Shut water out of
fishway ; river very low.
Water shut out of the fishway the rest ol July and August, ex-
cepting Sundays, on account of low water. AVhen water
was shut out of fishway only a few suckers, chubs and silver
eels in it. Water shut out in September, excepting Sun-
days, until the 16th, when it was let in in the afternoon.
Sept. 17. Suckers and chubs, run small; one salmon, 8 pounds.
18. Three salmon, 8 to 15 pounds.
19. Suckers, chubs and silver eels, run small.
20. Suckers and silver eels, run small. Shut water out of fishway
;
river low.
23. Let water into fishway at night.
2-1. Suckers and chubs, run small; one salmon, 10 pounds.
From September 25 to September 28' a freshet in the river;
water very turbid ; did not draw the fishway off.
29. A few suckers and chubs ; one salmon, lU jiounds.
30. A few suckers and silver eels.
From October 1 to November 1 saw nothing but suckers, chubs
and silver eels in fishway. The run of suckers and chubs
was (piite large for about two weeks, then it was less and




The fishway at Lawrence is shut down once each day about i
fifteen minutes, so that a small portion of the fish that pass up
are seen.
SHAD.
This vaUiable fish, which is so plenty- in other waters, is a
stranger in this land, and has been ever since the spawning
grounds of the upper jNIerrimack were closed against them by
the obstruction of high dams placed across the INIerrimack at
Lawrence, Lowell, and Amoskeag. Since the fishways have-
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been erected at these places notliiiig has been done to stock the
river, until last year loO, ()()!) shad fry were planted in the Merri-
mack above Franklin. At North Andover hatching of shad has
already commenced by the Massachusetts Y'lsh Commissioners.
Arrangements have been made by the New Hampshire Fish
Commissioners to plant 1,000,000 of shad fry above Concord
during the month of June.
LASIPEU EELS,
once so plenty in the Merrimack, also have succumbed to na-
ture's great natural law,—no spawning grounds, no fish. In the
year 1880, oOO lamper eels were procured from the fishway at
Lawrence, and were put into the river at Martin's Ferry. A few
were seen last year in the Piscataquog river at Baldwin's mill.
As it requires four years from the spawning beds for their return
from salt water, they may be expected next year. The com-
missioners have placed this year above Amaskeag Falls one
instalment of 150, and will soon put in 500 more.
LIST OF FISH AND GAME WARDENS IN THE SEVERAL TOWNS,









































































Dr. William M. Jarvis.
S. J. L. Woodbury.
John Page.
George Carpenter.



































































































































































































































Circulars were sent to all of the selectmen of towns in the
ate prior to the annual March meeting of 1883, calling their
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attention to the law requiring the towns to elect fish and game
wardens.
Sec. 4. Every town or city council in this state shall, at some
regular meeting, choose one or more fish and game wardens,
whose duty it shall be to see that the laws for the preservation of
fish in the waters within the limits of such town or city or upon
which it may border, and also the laws for the preservation of
game within such limits, are duly observed, and such wardens
shall be sworn to the faithful performance of their duties ; and
any town of city council neglecting to comply with the provi-
sions of this act shall be liable to a penalty of fifty dollars, to be
paid to the state treasurer.
Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of said wardens to observe and
examine, and to make complaint before some justice of the
peace of all infringements of laws made for the preservation of
fish or game in their respective towns or cities, and to prosecute
the same to final judgment.
Sec. 9. Any town or city in this state may, at any meeting
duly notified and holden for that purpose by major vote of such
town or of the city government of such city, prohibit fishing in
any waters so far as the same are included within the boundaries
of such town or city, for any period not exceeding three years,
for the purpose of stocking said waters with any kind of desira-
ble fish ; and any violation of such prohibition by any person
shall be prosecuted by the warden, and if proved to the satis-
faction of the magistrate, shall be punished in the same way as
provided in the preceding section.
New Hampshire, according to the census of 1880, has an area
of rivers and small streams of 80 square miles ; area of lakes
and ponds, 220 square miles—total, 300 square miles. Few
states have the advantage of New Hampshire for the cultivation
of fish.
It is a conceded fact, established by the usage of European
nations, that every acre of water may become more valuable for
its product of fish than an equal number of acres of our best
land for profit in tillage.
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RESIGNATION.
Hon. Edward Spalding, of Nashua, who has so faithfully
served as commissioner, resigned, on account of other pressing
duties, in December last. George W. Riddle, of Manchester,
was appointed in his place.
LIST OF LAKES AND PONDS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE, EXCLUSIVE OF THE
GREAT LAKES, WINNIPESAUKEE, SUNAPEE, OSSIPEE, CONNECTICUT,
ETC., WITH THE SIZE, CHARACTER OF THE BOTTOM, AND SPECIES OP
FISH FOUND IN TUEM.
[Words ia italics designate kinds put in ponds Ity the commissioners.]
Towns.
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eno Mud and sand.















lOii .Sand and mud ..
1 Sandy and rocky.




















haKs ('73), lai.e tmut (Vi),/.
I. salmon ('76,79), pick 1.
Pickerel, perch, pouts, eels.
Laud-locked almon ('79-
'^0) blue-backed trout {'1^).
200.000 white,fish (1H8.3).




liass (1874). pickerel, land-
locked salmon (ISsO).
















Bass (1873), pike, pickerel,









Pickerel, perch, pouts, efls,
bass ('79,) /. /. salmnn ( 80).
Picki-rel, perca, pouts, eels.
Smelt (1877).
Bass {\H:t\), smelt (1S77).
Bass (1876).
Pickerel, perch, jioiits.
Pickerel, bass (1874), perch.
Perth, pouts.
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LIST OF LAKES AND PO^DS,—Continued.
Towns.
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LIST OF LAKES AND POSDS—Co7Uinued.
Towns.
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LIST OF LAKES AND TO^DS,—Continued.
Towns.
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Sand 225 Rock and sand
Beaver 18 Muddy
Hurd 20 Various
Bog 100 Sandy and muddy..
Tamerack oO'Saud'y and muddy..
Loon
,
5u Sandy and muddy..
Streeter ; 100 ; Muddy
























Crooked 25| Rock and sand.










Pick'l, pouts, eels, sunfish.
Pick'l, pouts, eels, sunfish.
Pick'l, pouts, eels, suutish.
Pickerel, perch.






























































































Muddy SPickerel , pouts, shin^r9,etc.
Sandy and muddy. .
I
iJass (1877, 1879). pickerel,
I
perch, pouts, bream.
Sandy and rocky. \Bass (1868), pickerel, pouts,
perch.
Muddy Pickerel, perch, pouts.
Muddy Pickerel, perch, pouts.
Sandy and rocky.. . Pickerel, perch, pouts.
Bass (1870).
Muddv Pickerel, perch, pouts, eels.
Muddy Pickerel, perch, pouts, eels.
i
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LIST OF LAKES AND FOl^DS,—Continued.
Towns.
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Rock and sand. . .
.




























































Trout ('82), /./. srtimore. j
Pickerel, perch, pouts. \
Pickerel, perch, pouts.
Pickerel, perch, pouts.
Pickerel, perch, pouts, bass
(1879).




Pickerel, perch, pouts, eels,
black bliss (ISIS).
Pickerel, perch, pouts, eels,
bass (1878), land-locked
salmon (1879).











Bass ('77), pickerel, perch,




















Bass, pickerel, perch, afew
trout, suckers.











LIST OF LAKES AND PONDS,— Con«»iuerf,
Towns.
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Unity 1 Beaver Meadow..! '







Black bass (1870), pickerel,
perch.


































Pleasant i 20 Rocky and sandy.
.
Rocky and sandy .
Rocky and muddy.















































California salmon (1879), I.
I. salmon.
Bass (1877), pickerel, perch.
I'ickerel, perch.
Black bass (1869), pickerel.
Pickerel, eels, perch.
Pickerel, pouts, formerly
trout, I. I. salmon (1880).








Bass n874 , pickerel, perch,
dace, pouts.
Trout.










liass (1874), suckers, pick-
erel, pouts, perch.
Pouts, suckers.
Bass fl874), trout, pickerel,
perch, pouts, I. L. salmon
(1881).
Bass n874), pickerel, perch,
pouts.
Black bass fl874), pickerel,
trout, perch.
Bass ('74;, pickerel, perch.
Pickerel, perch.


















































































Bass (1S71), pickerel, perch,
eels.



























Bass (1875), pickerel, pouts,
eels, trout.












































Pickerel, perch, pouts, eels.
land-locKtd salmoyi ('Sl).
Pickerel, perch, pouts, eels.
Pickerel, perch, pouts, bass
(1879).











/lass, pickerel, smelts, Cali-
/07-7iia salmon (1879, 1881),
Innd-locked salmon.








LIST OF FISH COMMISSIONERS—1883.
Dominion of Canada.
"W. F. Whitcher, Commissioner, . . Ottawa, Ontario.
*
Province of New Brunswick.
W. H. Venning, Inspector of Fisheries, . St. John.
Province of Nova Scotia.
W. H. Rogers, Inspector, . . . Amherst.
Province of Prince Edward Island.
J. H. Duvar, Inspector, .... Alberton.
Province of British Columbia.
A. C. Anderson, ..... Victoria.
The United States.
Prof. Spencer F. Baircl, .
Alabama.
Washington, D. C.
C. S. G. Doster,
D. B. Huntlev,
Arizona.
John J. Gosper, ....
Richard Rule, ....






















Dr. William M. Hudson,
Robert G. Pike,











J. T. Henderson, Commissioner of
Agriculture, undex-ojjicio Com-
missioner of Fish and Fisheries,









A. A. Mosher, Assistant,












Hon. .John A. Steele, .
Dr. William ^"an Antwerp,
A. H. Goble,
Hon. C. J. Walton,






















Dr. Benjamin P. Howell, . . Woodbury.
Major Edward J. Anderson, . Trenton.
Theodore Morford, . . . Newton.
New York.
Hon. R. Barnwell Roosevelt, 7G Chambers street, New York.
Edward M. Smith, . . . Rochester.
Richard U. Sherman, . . . New Hartford, Oneida Co.
Eugene G. Blackford (Fulton Mar-





Col. L. A. Harris, President, . Cincinnati.
Charles W. Bond, Treasurer, . Toledo.
Halsev C. Post, Secretary, . . Sandusky.
Pennsylvania.
Hon. H. J. Reeder,




















A. P. Butler. Commissioner of Agricul-
ture and ex-officio of Fish and Fish-
eries, .....














No appointment since the death of










Henry B. Miller, President,
C. S. White, Secretary,
N. M. Lowry, ....
Wisconsin.
The Governor, ex-officio,
Philo Dunning, President, .
C. L. Valentine, Secretar}' and Treas-
urer, . . . .
J. V, .Jones, . . . . .
.John F. Antisdel, . . . ,














Dr. M. C. Barkwell, Chairman and Super-
intendent, .
Otto Gramm, Secretary,
Hon. N. L. Andrews,
Hon. E. W. Bennet,
Hon. P. J. Downs,








Thanks are due to the Boston, Concord & Montreal, Northern,
Concord, Boston & Maine, and Eastern raih'oads, for favors













FISH AXD GAME LEAGUE
The aunual meeting of the New Hampshire Fish autl Game
League was held Thursday. April 5. 1883. at Mirror Hall, at 11
o'clock A. M.. and was called to order by the president. John B.
Clarke. A committee, consisting of E. B. Hodge. G. P. T\'hit-
man. and Geo. C. Gilmore. was appointed to report a list of
otlicers for the ensuing year. The report, which was accepted
and adopted, was as follows :
President. John B. Clarke : secretary. Charles L. Richard-
son : treasurer. Frederick Smyth ; vice-presidents. Marcellus
Eldridge, Portsmouth. Luther Hayes. Milton. E. B. Hodge.
Plymouth. W. A. Fletcher. Concord. V. C. Gilmau. Nashua, TV.
H. Shurtleff. Colebrook. John Clement. Troy. Gilbert P. Whit-
man, Manchester. Herbert F. Norris. Manchester. G. V. Pick-
ering. Laconia.
Col. Samuel Webber was called upon to give some views upon
salmon, and his remarks embraced substantially what was in a
letter written by him in the ^^Lmchester Mirror and Farmer of
March 22, 1883.
Fish Commissioner E. A. Brackett. of Massachusetts, fol-
lowed Mr. Webber, and one point upon which he dwelt strongly
was that the league should use more strenuous endeavors to de-
tect and punish offenders against the fish laws. He also thought
that a committee should be appointed to report on fishways,
after making a thorough examination of the subject, and submit
suggestions, etc., touching the same. He believed that the work
of such a committee would result beueficiallv to the state.
ki
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Brief remarks were made by Geu. Joliii McNeil, of Massa-
chusetts.
Superintendeut E. B. Hodge then made quite an extended
talk upon the work done at the hatching-house. He said that at
present there were at the head-quarters 400,000 Penobscot salm-
on eggs (100,000 of which were taken from fish caught in New
Hampshire waters), 200,000 white-fish eggs, 80,000 trout eggs,
and 125,000 land-locked salmon eggs, all of which are in a
healthy condition, and Mill be ready for distribution May 1st.
He believed the great mistake which the fish commissioners
made u])on the question of salmon culture was in attempting to
propagate California salmon. He thought the three years de-
voted to this were wasted, and that our state is now suffering
from the effects. It was only during the past three years that
the matter had been taken hold of right, and now he expected
good results. He dwelt strongly upon the necessity of looking
after and punishing poachers. He knew many instances of the
laws being violated in the direction of fish and game, and he
referred particularly to the taking of deer. He was positive
that over 100 deer had been killed in the vicinity of North
Stratford and AYoodstock during the winter just passed. It was
an easy matter, he said, to kill these deer, which were caught in
the deep snow, and slain with knives. Deer, he said, had in-
creased in numbers wonderfully since they had been protected.
Mr. Brackett said a word about the German carp. Massachu-
setts thought very favorably of it, and would propagate it ex-
tensively. Mr. Brackett had been told b}' persons who knew,
that carp were excellent eating. He believed this species of fish
to be particularly adapted to farmers, owing to the ease with
which it can be raised in ponds common to land owned by New
Hampshire farmers. Mr. Brackett also touched upon shad, re-
marking that over a million shad had been put out in INIassachu-
setts, and that large returns from their propagation were expect-
ed. At this point the meeting adjourned until afternoon.
AFTERNOON SESSION.
At quarter past 2 o'clock the meeting, which was well attend-
ed, and embraced many of the leading citizens, was called to
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order by the president. The Hon. Jos. P>. Walker Avas intro-
diieed, who delivered the followinn' address :
THE FORESTS OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
PKESENT CONDITION OK OUR FORESTS.
WluMi our Eng-lish ancestors made their first settlement upon
the eastern borders of this state, it was everywhere covered with
a dense forest. This, interrupted only by the water surfaces,
with which we are all familiar, and a few mountain summits
above the line of arboreal vegetation, extended everywhere
—
from the Fiscataqua to the Connecticut, and from the mouth of
the Merrimack to Indian Stream. For generations which we
cannot number, as the red men kept no records, it had been
their heritage, and in their possession. Living and dying in its
shadows, they never wasted it, or diminished its area.
But the white man, unlike the Indian, could not live in the
woods. The civilization which he brought to his new home
required sunlight and an uncovered soil. As a consequence the
forest began, immediately upon his advent, to recede from Straw-
berry P)ank and Dover Point, and subsequently, as population
advanced inward, the woods gave place to other clearings, which
have been eularsfins; ever since.*
* The following sketch of the first period of hunbering in New Hamp-
shire, by Joseph Barnard, Esq , of Hopkinton, pnblislied a i'ew months
since in tlie Concord Monitor, is interesting as a graphic sketch of early
denudation in this state :
"Before American indeyjcndence, the king of Great Britain sent his
agents tin-ongh this state, who marked a large number of trees of suffi-
cient size to make masts for 7 f-gun ships of war, with the broad arrow
(thus, \) cut deep into the bark, about four feet in length. No one was
allowed to meddle witli tlie marked trees under a heavy penalty. There
were two in the mast swamp in Boscawen, and one on the farm of the late
Isaiali Webber, in this town. One of the former and the latter were cut
before the Revolutionary war. It was said by old ])eople that a pair ot
si.\-feet cattle could be turned on the stump without stepping off', of the
one cut in the mast swamp. It took twenty-five yoke of oxen to draw the
mast to the river. The other one had the top broken off by the wind,
and was Iioilow. It was about sixty feet high, and a fine specimen of the
old pine. A tew years ago it was cut by some coon hunters. It was about
five feet in diameter twelve feet from the ground, and was always known
as the " King '' tree.
During tlie early period of settlements, masts were taken from this sec
54
In the absence of authoritative statistics, it is impossible to
state with accuracy our present forest area. Careful observers,
whose attention has been called to the subject, think that about
forty per cent, of the state's surface is at this time covered with
woods, and that of this jmrtion one fourth is of primeval
growth, and three fourths of growths more recent, varying in
tion of the state to the sea])ort. Large numbers were taken from the mast
swamp above mentioned, and were drawn to the mast-yard on the bank of
the Contoocook river, near the Mast Yard station on the Concord &
Claremont Railroad : hence its name. A large number of men came up
winters from the lower towns, and built log-camps for themselves and ox-
teams. Within my rememlirance the spot was plainly marked wliere these
camps had rotted down, and tlie old pine stump was still tliere in the
centre of the men's camp, with the top scooped out for the barrel of rum to
set in.
Soon ai'ter this saw-mills were erected on the small streams in different
parts of the town to saw lumber to build farm buildings, and sell to the
village people to build up the villages. These mills had the uj)-and-down
saw, which would cut about 2,000 feet a day. I find, by my grandfathers
old mill account, dating a hundred years back, that boards were sawed at
his mill, and drawn by ox-teams from here to Garvin's falls. One of the
first settlers drove mill-logs for several years from two miles above Con-
toocook to Newburyport, and gained a good property by the operation.
The early settlers employed more helj) than we do at the present time.
After harvesting was over, the surplus help went to tlie woods, and worked
in the winter months, splitting and shaving short and long shingles and
clapboards from pine trees ; also, white oak, ash, and chestnut into barrel-
staves and headings, and red oak into shook-staves. Others cut, split, and
shaved hoop-poles. Most of these men were experts in the business. Those
who made shingles were called shingle-weavers. They would frequently
box into a tree, and take out a large chip ; if it proved to be cross-grained,
or winding, it was rejected. I have cut many of these rejected trees in lum-
bering. I once saw one of these sliingle-weavers at work, splitting his shin-
gles so near the j)attern that they needed but very little shaving. The
shingles were bound together by split pieces of wood, called binders, 900
in a bunch. The clapboards were tied in bunches of 2;') with withes. In j
this way they were transported to market by ox-teams, and exchanged for I
such goods as were wanted by the farmers, sometimes receiving part |
money for pay. The white oak, ash, and chestnut staves were mostly l'
worked into barrels by coopers in different parts of the town. The shook- I
staves were shaved into shape, and set up with truss hoops in the shape of
j^
a hogshead, and heated until they were bent into proper shape ; then )
knocked down, and each ])acked in a bundle, not unlike the clapboards. il
The barrels aiid shooks ww'e carted by ox-teams to the cities, the barrels
to be filled with rum, beef, [)ork, etc., and the shooks were exported to
the West Indies and other parts, set up, headed, and filled with molasses.
Large quantities of hard i)ine were cut and burned into charcoal for
blacksmiths' use and otiier purposes. This brings us down to the second
period of lumbering in this state. During these years was the Hax-grow-
ing jjcriod among the farmers."
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age from that of the sprouts of a single season to the mature
trees of a generation. In other woids, we have yet in New
Hampshire some two and one third millions (2,o75,6^<0) of acres
of forest area. Upon this the trees are irregularly distributed,
just as neglect or a reckless management may have left them.
It is probable, almost to a certainty, that our wooded areas
have increased rather than diminished during the last twenty-five
years. But this increase, if such there is, comes rather from
the abandonment to nature of worn-out fields and pastures,
whose culture was no longer profitable, than from any particular
desire to enlarge our forests. Our primeval woods and others
of mature age have been diminished in this period, and, although
our fuel supply may possibly have held its own, that of our tim-
ber has been very lai'gely I'educed. We have already reached a
point where large quantities of the best timber we use are neces-
sarily imported from the West, or from Canada. But for new
and increasing facilities of transportation, we should be suffer-
ing from a timber famine of much inconvenience, to say the least.
Yet our forests are still of great value, and with proper care
will maintain their productiveness, and yield reliable returns in-
definitely. If we examine them, we shall find their woods of
excellent quality, and in large variety. It is easy to enumerate
from memory more than forty, and still leave the list incom-
plete.
We have not less than five species of oak, viz.,
—
1. White oaJi (Quercus alba).
2. Chestnut oak (Q. castanea).
3. Scarlet oak (Q. coccinea).
4. Black oak (Q. tinctoria).
0. Red oak (Q. rubra).
Compared with the western oaks, ours are heavier and
tougher. Where strength is required, they are of greater value.
No oak, if we except the live oak of the south, is stronger, or of
greater specific gravity, than our white oak. Where strength
and stiffness are the qualities sought, I know of no varieties
grown elsewhere which excel our red oak.
Our forests give us two species of ash of great excellence,
viz.,
—
6. Wliite ash (Fraxinus acuminata), and
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7. Broion ash (F. sanibucifolia).
No timber combines the three qualities of lightness, strength,
and stiffness in equal degree with our white ash. The supply
of this has been of great importance in carriage manufacturing,
long an important industry in some localities of our state.
They also give us four kinds of birch, viz.,
—
8. Black birch (Betula lenta)
.
9. Yelloiu birch (B. excelsa).
10. Wliite birch (B. populifolia) , and
11. Canoe birch (B. papyracea).
For some years past birch has been largely used in the manu-
facture of furniture, house finishings, and man}- smaller articles.
The piles of it annually used in the manufacture of bedsteads at
our state-prison are immense.
We have two varieties of elm, viz.,
—
12. White elm (Ulmus Americana), and
13. Slippery elm (U. fulva).
The latter of these is not very common. The first is more so.
and in open grounds makes the finest shade-tree we have, living
to a great age and attaining to a great size. Five elms upon
Main street in Concord, set out in 1764, have the following
circumferences at three feet from the ground, viz.,
—
The 1st, sixteen feet and nine inches.
The 2d, fourteen feet and eight inches.
The 3d, nine feet and seven inches.
The 4th, thirteen feet and seven inches.
The 5th, fourteen feet and four inches.*
In carriage-building elm wood is important, as affording the
best material for wheel-hubs of anv in general use.
* The sizes of these trees in 1853 were as follows, viz.,
—
The 1st, sixteen feet.
The 2rl, twelve feet and nine inches.
The 3d, nine feet.
The 4th, thirteen feet.
The 5th, twelve feet and nine inches.
Coniparinfi: these dimensions with those given in the text above, it will
be seen tliatthe agizreaate gain incircnniference of these five elms during the
last thirty years lias l)een five feet and five inches. They are still, at one
hundred and nineteen years from their planting, vigorous old Nestors, and
promise a good record for the next thirty yeai's. j. u. W.
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Four kinds of mnple. all attaiuiiii>' to good size, may be found
in our woods, viz..
—
14. liocli maple (Acer saceluirinum).
lo. White maple (A. criocarpum).
16. lied maple (A. rubrum), and
17. Black siojar maple (A. nigrum).
The first of these has a value universally appreciated, and its
range of uses is both large and imijortant. The richness of its
sap in saccharine properties makes it valuable as a sugar-produc-
ing tree.
Our woods afford us but one variety of
15. Chestimt (Castanea vesca).
The wood of this tree, formerly but lightly esteemed, has
grown in value as its fitness for specific uses has been discov-
ered. It long resists decay when exposed to moisture, and is
largely used for railroad ties, fence posts, furniture, and to some
extent for house finishings.
Nor have we more than a single species of the following, viz.,
—
U». Beech (Fagus sylvatica).
20. Tupelo (Nyssa aquatica), a hard and heavy wood but lit-
tle esteemed, particularly for fuel, the interlacing of its fibres
rendering it very hard to split.
21. Lever loood (Ostrya Virginica).
22. Horn-beam (Carpinus Americana)
.
'I'o. Black alder (Aluus incana).
24. Mountain ash (Pyrus Americana).
25. Butternut {3ngX-AMQ c\neYQ&.)
.
26. Mulherru (Morns alba).
27. Buttomcood {Vlaiviwns occidentalis).
2.'->. Poplar (Populus tremuloides), which, but little esteemed
formerly, has of late been much used in the manufacture of ex-
celsior and paper stock. Its rai)id growth, and the immense
consumption of pa])er, all the while increasing, has raised it to a
rank of much importance.
29. Bassu-ood (Tilia Americana). The wood of this tree,
combining as it does the qualities of lightness, closeness of
I grain, and strength, is of great value in carriage-building, and to
! some extent in carpentry.
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We have two species of walnut, viz.,
—
30. Shell-bark hickory (Carya alba), and
31. Pig-nut hickory (C. porcina).
The first of these stands at the head of all American woods as
a fuel, and was made by INIarcus Bull his standard of compari-
son in his experiments upon the relative heating values of dif-
ferent woods. Its solidity of texture and its strength render
it a wood of great value in the arts.
We have also but one variety each of the
32. Hackmatack (Larix Americana).
33. Hemlock (Abies Canadensis).
34. Balsam fir (A. balsamea).
35. Black spruce (A. nigra).
36. White spruce (A. alba).
The four last of these are evergreens, and furnish a large
portion of our building timber.
Our forests yield us two valuable species of cherry, viz.,
—
37. Wild red cherry (Prunus Pennsylvanica), and
38. Wild black cherry (P. serotina) ; and three species of
pine, viz.,
—
39. White pine (Pinus strobus).
40. Pitch jyine (P. rigida).
41. Norway pine (P. resinosa).
We also find in them the
42. Arbor vitce (Thuja occidentalis).
The varieties of trees thus far enumerated amount to forty-
two. I have purposely omitted many, as the loillow, of which
we have at least sixteen distinct species, the Balm of Gilead,the
Lombardy poplar, the striped maple, the scrub oak, etc., being of
less value on account of size or quality of wood. This list
might easily be extended, but is amply sufficient to show clearly
the great value of our forests.
Some of these trees are pretty strictly confined to particular
localities : some are scattered over all parts of the state. If we
run a line from Hanover eastward to the north end of Winni-
piseogee lake, and thence north-easterly so as to strike the
upper edge of the sand plains about Madison and Conway, we
shall divide the state into two tolerably equal parts, the northern
having a little higher latitude and a considerably higher alti-
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tude tlian the sonthern. P^acli, upon exauiinatioii, will be found
to possess a flora differing considerably from that of the other.
In the northern half, we shall find predominating the spruces,
the arbor vit;e. the rock mai)le, and the beech. In the southern,
the oaks, the elms, the river maple, and the walnut are common,
and give character to the forests. The chestnut very rarely, if
ever, grows in the northern section, and is found only in local-
ities of limited extent in the southern. The pitch pine is con-
fined mostly to the sand plains. The white pine, however,
grows at almost any moderate altitude, and in any latitude
within our limits, generall}- following the river valleys and ad-
joining slopes all the way from IMassachusetts line to Canada.
But the timber trees of our forests are, unfortunately, unevenly
distributed over the surface they occupy. Fires, reckless cut-
tings, and neglect have rendered many of the growths very unev-
en. While some acres would yield twenty-five thousand feet, or
very much more, others adjoining will afford less than five. Artifi-
cial planting has never been practised in New Hampshire, and our
woo'ds consequently are composed of chance varieties of trees
indiscriminately mingled by natural seecliugs. The advantages
incident to a regular disposition of specific v'arieties of trees up-
on timbered areas have never yet been enjoyed, and but rarely
even dreamed of, in New Hampshire.
OUK FOREST MANAGEMENT.
The management of our forests, or rather their treatment, for
I cannot conscientiously use the word management in this con-
nection, has been by no means uniform. It has often been gov-
erned a good deal by the capricious notions of their owners,
sometimes by the nature of their growths, and at other times by
their location. Present profit has been the governing consider-
ation in its determination.
In the older parts of the state, where wood and timber are
most valuable, it has been common to remove from time to time
old and decaying trees, and often with such care as to save from
injury the surrounding growth. A forest thus treated for a long
period improves but little, and yields but a meagre income.
Some owners have been induced at times, bv offers of timber
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contractors, which they deemed tempting, to allow the removal
of trees of specific kinds and dimensions scattered throughout
their forests. The opening of roads for this purpose necessi-
tates, of course, the destruction of many others for which the
owner receives insufficient compensation. Such a practice in-
creases greatly the unevenness of growth common to natural
forests, and is as injurious as it is stupid.
In the primeval forests of the northern part of the state,
where sturapage is cheap and lumbering operations extensive,
it is often the custom to remove those trees only which are above
an established minimum size, resei-ving for future cuttings all
below it. This is frequently fixed at eight or nine inches of
diameter at the ground. Such a practice allows subsequent cut-
tings at intervals of twenty years, or thereabouts. The consid-
erations in support of it are the remoteness of forests, the high
expense of transportation, and the slight value of small timber.
Those against it are the destruction of much young growth by
the opening of roads, the cumbering of the ground with large
quantities of debris which become dangerous in case of fire, and
the creation of vacant spots upon the lot.
"We occasionally find coppice woods in the lower part of the
state, particularly in the vicinity of large towns where wood is
in demand and brings good prices. Under this treatment, the
entire growth is removed by clean cuttings at intervals of from
twenty to forty years. Such forests produce only small timber
and wood. But the demand for the former, which has arisen in
later years, renders its culture profitable. Indeed, it would be
difficult to mention a better paying timber crop than one of
white pine, which is of rapid growth, and always in active de-
mand for the manufacture of pails, tubs, kits, casks, boxes,
etc.
In very rare instances, if at all. do we find persons intelli-
gently engaged in the systematic culture of large timber. The
most valuable trees of our forests require for the attainment of
full maturity a period of from sixty to a hundred years, accord-
ing to the variety of tree, soil, and exposure.*
* Eighty-five lop^s. cut some years since in and about Concord, were
found upon careful exa-nlnation to have the followinj^ butt diameters,
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The geuius of our law. and the entire absence of established
families, have thus far discouraged enterprises requiring so much
time. Such, probably, will continue to be the case, until event-
ually, in the not very distant future, the scarcity and increased
price of lumber, and greatly augmented wealth seeking in-
vestment, shall warrant artificial planting. When a knowledge
numbers of annual rings, and average increase of butt diameters per an-
num, viz.
:
FORTY ^VHITE PLN'E LOGS.
Di-
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of the important fact becomes general, that forests thus pro-
duced are profitable, they will as surely appear in the United
States as they have in England and upon the continent. Indeed,
they are already here, and thousands upon thousands of acres
of plantations may be seen in our newer prairie states.
In short, thus far we have had but little intelligent forest
management in New Hampshire. The certain spontaneity with











which new woods naturiilly succeed to old ones, when removed,
together with the moderate prices of lumber which until lately
have prevailed, has kept us satisfied with the growth which
undirected and unassisted nature has given us. But the rapid
lessening of our timber supply must soon bring us to a consid-
eration of settled systems of forest culture similar to those
adopted by other peoples whose spontaneous forests had disap-
peared.
The superiority of systematic planting over the indiscriminate
seedings of nature has been demonstrated over and over again
by such experiments as those made by successive dukes of Athol
during the last hundred years in Scotland. The returns of
wood and timber, to say nothing of the improvement of the
lands from such plantations, have far exceeded the interest
upon the investments. Twenty-five thousand feet of timber per
acre is above the average yield of most of our native forests,
and that of indiscriminate varieties. Well conducted planta-
tions would easily yield twice that amount in the same time,
and that too of the varieties desired. Regular cuttings of ma-
ture timber would supplant the indiscriminate slashings at chance
times of lioth ripe and unripe trees.
WASTE OF OUR FORESTS.
The rai)id destruction of our forests now in progress is attract-
ing general attention, and exciting well-founded apprehensions
of a timber famine at no distant day. Although our wooded
area may not be lessening, but rather increasing, the supply of
mature timber is diminishing rapidly. This fact is patent in
all parts of the state.
"Within the recollection of most of us, a conunon phraseology
of the advertisements of farms for sale represented them as
'•suitably divided into tillage, pasture, and wood land." Every
farm had its wood and timber lot. In exceptional cases only
was this wanting. >«ot uufreiiuently it was of more value than
all the rest of the farm, buildings included. But such is no
longer the case. Hundreds of farms consist now of their fields
and pastures only, having growing wood Tiarely sutlicient for the
farmer's fire. If, therefore, upon examination of the census
returns we find a decline in the value of farm property, we must
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attribute it iu no small degree to the removal of its wood aud
timber.
The causes of this rapid disappearance of our older and heav-
ier forests are various. Among them we may note,
—
1. Their exposure to high taxation. As the lumber supply
diminishes and its value increases, a forest which formerly
attracted little attention now commands general notice, and is
quite sure to receive commendation from the town assessor by
an increased valuation. The owner, after remonstrating for
a while to no purpose, rights his grievance by the only means iu
his power,—by the sale to some lumber contractor of nearly or
quite all the merchantable timber upon his farm. We cannot
say what becomes of the purchase-money, but we all very well
know that the impelling motive of the sale was the avoidance of
high taxation.
2. The enhanced value of lumber as transportation and man-
ufacturing interests have been developed has induced many own-
ing this kind of propert}' to realize upon their investments.
They have argued, and argued truly, that the interest of the
money to be realized from the sale of a mature forest, added to
the new growth sure to follow its removal, will exceed the value
of the growth of the old forest. In such cases it would gen-
erally be unwise not to sell.
3. Another cause is the needless destruction every year of
considerable areas of wood and timber by fires carelessly and
maliciously kindled, and against which the owner has no suffi-
cient protection. In the sparsely settled parts of the state,
particularly upou the mountains, fires thus kindled often burn
for weeks, their extinguishment being impracticable.
Woods near our large towns are particularly exposed. Re-
port was made at an agricultural meeting held iu this city last
January, that a man had been compelled to sell a wood and tim-
ber lot, valued at $13,000, h'ing within a few miles of the city
hall, for the simple reason that he could not protect it from
the fires started by tramps and other worthless vermin which
infested its neighborhood, particularly on Sundays. The liabil-
ity encountered in the vicinity of Manchester, exists to a greater
or less dearee in the neii>hborhoods of all our laroe towns.
(».)
Unless the stiine protection bi' secnred to forests as other prop-
erty in sneh localities enjoys, they must inevitably soon dis-
appear.
4. The stupid and reckless treatment of forests by tlieir own-
ers, by no means uncommon, has nuich to do in rendering them
less productive than they might and otherwise would be.* The
cuttings are very often without system, and wasteful. Vacant
spots are made, and the new trees springing up thereon are
obliged to struggle as best they can in the shade of the over-
hanging tops of the surrounding growth. Cattle and sheep are
frequently allowed to browse in young woods, notwithstanding
the injury done to the young trees exceeds ten times the good
accruing to the herds and flocks. Indeed, the practice has been
well-nigh universal, of taking from our forests all they have to
yield, and of returning to them neither gratitude, culture, nor
protection. The greatest kindness accorded them has been that
of neglect. The i)revailing idea has been that nature made the
forests, and tliat nature should also take care of them.
5. And the state itself, I regret to say, has done her full
share in the sad destruction which we all lament, by selling to
lumber operators in 1867 the whole body of her very valua-
ble timber lands lying in the three counties of Carroll, Grafton,
and Coos, amounting, according to the deeds of conveyance, to
one hundred and seventy-two thousand acres, more or less.
For how much, do you ask? For the stupendous sum of twenty-
five thousand dollars, or fourteen cents and a half an acre, as
appears by copies of three deeds of conveyance preserved in the
office of the secretary of state. f The only consolation to be
* A circular of one of the leading leather firms in Boston says, in refer-
ence to the procuring of hemlock bark partly in Maine and partly over
the line in the British Provinces,—"Every tree has to be cut down to get
the bark, and hendock forests can never be replaced. We cut down in
18S] at least fifty thousand hendock trees that must rot upon the ground."—Boston Daily Advertiser, February 5, 188o, page 8.
t By the first deed, dated October 17, 1S67, for the sum of five hun-
dred dollars the state conveyed "All and singular the lands belonging
to tlie state of New Hampshire, lying and being within a circular area six
nnles in diameter, of which the centre is the centre of the Tip-Top House
on the sununit of Mount Wasliington in the county of Coos in said state,
and extending three miles in any direction from the centre of said Tip-
Top House, all situate in the county of Cobs aforesaid, and estimated to
be two thousand acres in the whole, more or less, meaning and intending
5
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derived from this extraordinary transaction, is that the state
thereby secui-ed itself against further folly in this direction by
the sale of its last forest acre.
6. It may be interesting to note, in passing, some of the par-
ticular agencies now active in the destruction of our forests.
The railroads and manufactories of various kinds have for many
years been calling for large quantities of wood and lumber.
Most of the forests formerly found in their vicinity exist now
only in the representative sapling growths which have succeeded
them. Already these great consumers find that their supplies
have receded, and that they are becoming more and more
dependent upon the wood lands of other states. The wood
annually consumed by the railroads centering at Concord is not
less than about seventy thousand cords, to say nothing of the
thousands of ties, and the vast amounts of other lumber used in
their shops and upon their various buildings and fences. The
hereby to transfer and assign to said Aurin M. Chase, his heirs and
assigns forever, all the right, title, and interest of the state of New Hamp-
shire in and unto any and all lands within the limits of the aforesaid cir-
cle, however the same may be located and bounded and whatever the
number of acres."
By the second, dated October 27, 1SG7, for the sum of twenty thou-
sand five hundred dollars it conveyed "'AH and singular the lands belong-
ing to said state of New Hampshire, situate and lying within the limits of
the town of Pittsburg in the county of Coos in said state of New Hamp-
shire, however located and bounded, estimated at seventy thousand acres,
more or less, excepting and reserving therefrom to eacli of two actual
bonafide settlers now supposed to be resident upon said lands, if they or
either of them shall prove to be so actually resident thereon, so much of
said land as each of said settlers or either of them may have actually im-
proved or inclosed, not exceeding one hundred acres in all to each or
either of said actual settlers."
By the third, dated November 5, 1867, for the sum of four thousand
dollars it conveyed "All and singular the lands belonging to the state of
New Hampshire, or in which the said state of New Hampshire has or ,
might have any right, title, interest, or claim in any way whatever, situate
and lying within the limits of the counties of Grafton, Carroll, and Coos,
in said state of New Hampshire, however located and bounded, estimated
'
at one hundred thousand acres, more or less, meaning and intending here- <
by to assign and convey to said Woo<ls and Smith, their heirs and assigns
forever, all and singular, the lands in said counties of Crafton, Carroll,
.
and Cobs, to which tlie said state of New Hampshire has or might have
any claim or title in any way whatever, excepting and reserving from said
grants the arsenal lot in Lancaster in the county of Cobs, and any gun-




contractor of the state i)risou labor is amiiuilh^ converting into
bedsteads nearly four millions (3,756,000) of feet. What an
entire city like INIanchester consnmes I have not the means to
state, but enough surely to denude thousands of forest acres.
And the foreign demand upon our wood lands is as great, prob-
ably, as the domestic—a fact to be greatly deplored, inasmuch as
New Hampshire receives for its exported lumber little more
than the stumpage, to which is to be sometimes added the saw
bill. The millions of logs which float down the Merrimack
every spring yield to persons within the state less thau one
tenth of their ultimate value, the balance of which goes to par-
ties in Maine, Massachusetts, or Connecticut, as the case
may be.
I learned at Milan, a few years since, from one of the prom-
inent lumber operators of northern New Hampshire, that Coos
county had then standing in its woods about twelve hundred
millions of feet of merchantable lumber. This has been since
drawn upon at the rate of from seventy-five to one hundred
millions per annum. How long at this rate of cutting will the
forests of Coos hold out? And how much, when it is gone, will
Coos have received for it?
But these large operations, common to our northern forests,
are not so entirely destructive as the portable saw-mills now
moving all over the state, particularly the lower half of it. The
former may be compared to the hail plague in Egypt, as they
usually destroy but partiall}^ a forest growth, leaving the smaller
trees unmolested. But the latter represent most faithfully the
; succeeding plague of locusts, "very grievous: before wliich
1
were none such locusts as they, neither after them shall be
[such."
When a portable saw-mill locates in a forest, it is liable to
fconsume all the trees around it for a mile or more, ever}' one of
them, from
" The might}' oak,
By whose immovable stem one stands and seems
Ahnost annihilated,"
to the young sapling just rising into vigorous life.
Our Saxon ancestors upon the east coast of England used to
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put up prayers in their churches for deliverance from the visita-
tions of the Danes. As wisely does it become us to seek deliv-
erance from the very frequent visitations of these portable
mills. No less than five of them have been actively at work in
Canterbury this very winter, upon the remaining timber lots of
that old town. A few years ago one was set up in Concord,
within a mile of the state-house, and before its removal to
another section it had swept off the entire growth of three hun-
dred and fifty acres, amounting to some seven millions of feet,
and left standing hardly a tree of sufficient size for an ordinary
goad stick.
That the valuation of our farm property must diminish under
a continuance of such reckless destruction of the forests is as
sure as destiny. That our lumber supplies will grow dearer as
they grow less, is just as sure. That a timber famine impends
in the near future, to be averted only by supplies from abroad
at extravagant prices, who can doubt?
USES OF FORESTS.
It may be w^ell that we consider for a few minutes, just here,
some of the uses or offices of forests. These are more numerous
and more important than is generally supposed.
1. The first sure to occur to us is that of producing the wood
and lumber without which modern civilization would be an im-
possibility. The ways in which wood is employed in the occu-
pations of daily life are simph' innumerable. From the time
when, as an infant, he is placed in his willow carriage, all the
way on through life until he is lain to his long rest in his wooden
casket, the man of our day is in the constant use of this ma-
terial.
Nor can there be found for it any general substitute. Met-
als and clay and stone can take its place in but limited in-
stances. We cannot finish or furnish a house without it. We
cannot build a mill without it. AVithout it we cannot carry on
a farm. Without it we can hardly journe}' upon the highway,
and we are surrounded by it whenever we enter a railway car.
It makes a part of our daily newspaper, and a part of the pen
which records our daily correspondence. I^xtensive and minute.
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restricted and infinite, are its uses. To the forests only can we
loolv for a supply of it.
2. In a country like ours, where cold prevails for half the
year, and is rendered more severe at times by winds, forest
shelter is of great importance. The rays of the sun are but gay
deceivers if their warmth is to be swept away by a strong north-
west wind. You have noticed that vegetation languishes upon
grounds exposed to it. Farmers object to the fall ploughing of
such, from a wise fear that more or less of the soil will take to
itself wings and fly away.*
The shelter furnished by forests to cleared land is little less
im})ortant to the latter than is the protection of their stables to
our herds and flocks. Where the sides of our valleys are cov-
ered with trees, the colder air of the surrounding elevations is
partially arrested in its downward flow, to the very welcome
mitigation of their temperature. The blizzards, of which we
hear much in late years, are of rare ocPlirrence in a wooded
country.
3. The presence of woods increases much the rain-fall of a
country, particularly in summer, when droughts are appre-
hended.! When, at this season, rain-bearing clouds float over
us from the ocean, the low temperature of the forests and the
coolness exhaling therefrom helps greatly to condense these into
grateful showers. Were the same territory denuded, the ground,
heated by the sun, would rarefy these masses of vapor, and
the blessings with which they came freighted would be lavished
elsewhere and beyond.
*A spoctator, placed on the famous bell-tower of the cathedral at Ant-
wer[), saw not lonji' since, on the opposite side of the Scheldt', only a vast
desert plain: now he sees a forest, the limits of which are confonnded
with the horizon. Let him enter within its shade ;— the supjtosed forest
is but a system of rcirular rows of trees, the oldest of which is not forty
years of a<;e. These plantations have ameliorated the climate which had
doomed to sterility the soil where they are planted. While the tempest
is violently ajiitating their tops, the air a little below is still, and sands
far more barren than the platean of La Hague have been transformed
under their protection to fertile fields."
—
Bevue des Deux Mondes, Jan-
uary, is.yj.
fA writer in the American Cyclopedia, speaking of the island of St.
Thomas, W. L, s.ays, "The surface is elevated and rough, highest in the
centre. It was formerly well wooded, but the cutting ofl'of the wood has
subjected it to freijuent and severe droughts."
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Nor is this cooling intluence restricted to the clouds alone.
It tempers the heat in the open grounds adjacent by the exhala-
tion of moisture. To what extent this may be true we need
experimentation to determine ; but it is confidently asserted that
a ton of hay exhales in growing no less than two and a half
tons of water. Our idea of what a forest one square mile in
extent would do may be A'ague, but it is also forcible.
4. But the influence of a forest is not confined to an increase
of the rain-fall. It retains it for gradual use as needed. Its
trees cover the ground with decaying leaves and other debris.
They fill the soil with their countless roots, thereby opening
through all parts of it minute channels for the passage of moist-
ure. It is just here that the rills are born, which develop into
brooks, which subsequently uniting make the rivers of a coun-
try. In short, the forests of the state are the great reservoirs
in which it stores the water supplies upon which its animal and
vegetable life depend? for refreshment and support. As well
might New York part Avith its Croton river as New Hampshire
give up its forests.*
5. Under the forest's protecting tree-tops evaporation is slow,
and much of the loss of moisture to which open grounds are sub-
ject is saved. Most of the winter's snow which falls upon these
disappears by evaporation. The sun and the March winds carry
its moisture we know not where. But little of it penetrates the
ground hardened into rock by frost, which lasts as long gener-
ally as the snow.
In the woods the reverse is the case. The winds and the
sun's rays are but little felt. The ground, frozen but slightly
if at all, thaws early, and the snow melting largely at the bot-
tom descends into the open soil beneath. The bareness of our
* In his " The Earth as Modified by Unman Action,'' Hon. Georfje P.
Marsh says,—"'It is an almost universal, and, I believe, well founded
opinion, that the protection afforded by the forest against the escape of
moisture from its soil by superficial tlow and evaporation insures the per-j
manence and regularity of natural springs, not only within the limits of l
the wood, but at some distance beyond its borders, and thus contributes,
to the supply of an element essential to both vegetable and animal life.
As forests are destroyed, the springs which fiowed from the woods, and,
consequently, the greater water-courses fed by them, diminish both in
number and volume."
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old pastures upon the hillsides is douhtless less due to soil ex-
haustion than to the want of moisture. The snows which fall
upon them are largely lost by evaporation. The rains which
they receive for the most part run down their indurated sur-
faces, penetrating the soil but slightly. As reservoirs for the
storage and for the gradual supply of water, the forests of a
country are of incalculable value and indispensable.
When, two thousand years ago, it was a wooded country,
Palestine bore sub-tropical fruits. Its present barrenness and
desolation are largely due to its want of forests. Restore these,
and its former productiveness will return, and it will become
again " a land flowing with milk and honey."
EFFECTS OF DENUDATION.
To one who has observed the several influences of forests
upon climate, the consequences of general denudation are as
plain as the corollary of a demonstrated proposition.
1. Cut oft' the forests of New Hampshire, and our winters
will become more severe, our springs and autumns more liable
to unseasonable frosts, and the heat of mid-summer more in-
tense. From November to May our climate Avill be arctic.
From .July to September it will be torrid.*
2. Summer droughts will become chronic. Agriculture will
languish for the want of water. In some sections sterility,
cheerless and hopeless, will prevail, accompanied often b}' its
twin brother, desolation. f If some more favored portions
* The followiiiiT well attested instance of a local change of climate is
probably to be referred to the intluence of the forest as a shelter against
cold winds. To supply the extraordinary demand for Italian iron, occa-
sioned by the exclusion of English iron in the time of Napoleon I, the
furnaces of the valley of Bergamo were stinudatcd to great activity.
The ordinary production of charcoal not sutlicing to feed the furnaces
and the forges, the woods were felled, the copses cut before their time,
and the whole economy of the forest was deranged. At Piazzatorre there
was such a devastation of the woods, and consequently such an increased
severity of climate, that maize no longer ripened. An association, foruied
for the ]>urpose, etiected the restoration of the forest, and maize flour-
ishes again in the fields of Piazzatorre."
—
The Earth as Mudijied by Hu-
man Action, j)age l(i4.
f'FoRKSTS AND MoisTURE. The Manchester Union has an interest-
ing article discussing the causes of the present low state of water in our
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escape this fate, they will owe their good fortune to the pres-
ence of mountain elevations, or their nearness to the sea.
3. Cut off our forests, and instead of even flowing streams
we shall have mountain torrents in spring and dry channels in
mid-summer. The water-jjower of New Hampshire will l)e fear-
fully reduced, and our great manufacturing establishments will be
compelled to look to steam or electricity for motive power. To
what extent the water-power of the state has already been
diminished from this cause, you, Mr. President, and other gen-
tlemen who are residents of this great industrial metroi)olis of
our state, can best estimate. Many of the smaller streams,
more or less of which we all knew in our youth, and which were
then of respectal)le volume the year round, have either dwindled
to insignificance, or are absent altogether for nine months out
of every twelve.
4. Cut off our forests, and the forty-five thousand farmers of
New Hampshire will lose much of the winter occupation they
lakes and rivers, and hintinp; at the results which may be expected to fol-
low. Certainly the present condition of thiu,2;s is unusual. The present
drought is not confined alone to our statt', but prevails elsewhere. It is
everywhere regarded as temporary and exti-aordinary, and people expect
soon to see it followed by a heavy rain-fall which shall fill the springs and
swell the streams to their former size. But while this lack of water is
looked upon as something exceptional and out of the ordinary course, it
cannot escape our notice that our streams are not as large as formerly.
Few men in middle life. avIio were reared on farms and went hunting and
fishing, as tai'mers' boys are wont to do, can fail to have noticed that a
marked change has come over the brooks which they knew in their boy-
hood. They have been surprised when visiting their old playing grounds
to find some brooks entirely dry, and others so nuu-h smaller than they
once knew them. There is a general agreement of opinion in chai'ging
this change to the raj)id cutting off of our forest growth. AVIien the rail-
roads were first opened into our state, our hills were covered with a heavy
growth on which the yearly attacks of the woodman's axe made no per-
ceptible imj)ression. I'he new growth would fully make amends for that
carried away by lumbermen. But this condition of things no longer
exists, and iunnense forests are slaughtered with a rapidity which the
natural growth is far from making good, llie sources of many mountain
springs ai'e uncovered and dried up by the scorching sun of summer. The
moisture is no longer retained as it used to be in thick forests, tempering
with its delicious coolness the heat of summer, and inviting showers from
clouds which now pass by without one drop of welcome rain. And when
the rain does come, it runs away into the brooks instead of being held in
the shade of our woods as formerly. This is the theory for the disap-
pearance of brooks and the diminishing volume of water in our rivers."—Laconia Democrat.
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may now enjoy. One prominent reason why farming is less
remnnerative than it might be must be attributed to the fact
that while in most avocations work is constant the year round,
in this it is largely confined to the period when the land is free
from frost. Secure to each farm a suitable portion of wood
and timlier land, and the exercise of a fair knowledge of for-
estry, and its owner may have as remunerative occupation in
winter as at other seasons of the year, being thereby relieved of
the necessity of consuming in four months of idleness the sur-
plus acquired in the remaining eight of activity.
'). Owing in part to its accessibility and in part to its pure
air and tine scenery. New Hampshire is becoming more and
more a summer resort to the five or six millions of people who
can comfortably transfer themselves from their homes to our
hillsides and mountains in some twenty-four hours or less. The
number of our summer visitdrs has been steadily increasing for
the last forty years, and during the last ten with great rapid-
ity. The proprietor of a mountain hotel remarked in my hear-
ing, a few years since, that he well remembered when the total
receipts of all the White Mountain houses was but about twelve
thousand dollars a year, but that such had been the increase
that they amounted then to about twelve hundred thousand.
What our whole state received last year from its summer vis-
itors is, in the absence of reliable statistics, conjectural only
;
but the number of them coming to us for longer or shorter
periods is estimated b}^ the millions, and placed far above the
trebled or sextupled population of our state.
Whatever the actual numbe]- may have been, these came here
for rest, for recreation, for the invigoration of both body and
mind. Some sought the seashore, but more the mountains and
the quiet nooks of the hill-country. Cool and invigorating air
attracted some. Green fields and country roads, clear skies
and fine scenery, afforded enjoyment to thousands of them.
Many a one, a serene and faithful follower of dear old Tsaak
Walton of saintly memory, has annually said to his compan-
ions, in the language of the apostle Peter, ''I go a fishing :"
and they, in reply, have said, " We also will go with thee."
Manv akin to Nimrod have penetrated the woods, and the pur-
suit of game has been their pastime.
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Sweep the forests from our mountains and bills and lake-
sides and river-banks, and the summer sun will blaze upon
their parched surfaces with a fervor like that with which it heats
unendurably the city pavements from which many of these have
fled. Our small streams will disappear; the volumes of our
rivers and the surfaces of our lakes will shrink wofully ; the
millions which now visit us will stay away ; our population
will dwindle : and this goodW heritage will become in its most
busy season as desolate as the campagna of old Rome, and as
unattractive as the Sahara.
One half, doubtless, of our state may be profitably kept in
forest. The specific areas should vary, of course, somewhat at
different periods, but that much of its surface should be kept
continually covered. A cursory survey of the state's topogra-
phy will show the truth of this remark. We have five great
river basins, separated from each other by extensive hill and
mountain ranges. Very generally these latter are incapable of
profitable cultivation, but will produce trees perpetually. Within
these basins are also many rough and barren lands fit only for
wood. Others still there are. which, owing to their situation, it
is important to keep covered, as shelter barriers to break the
force of high winds and protect the lands in culture or in pas-
ture. If looked at from such a stand-point, one half at least,
and probably considerable more, of the surface of New Hamp-
shire will be clearly seen to require a constant forest covering.
PRESERA'ATIOX OF OUR FORESTS.
The alarm so generally manifest at the rapid destruction of
our forests is not a groundless one. If denudation continues at
its present rate for the next twenty years, we shall have no
woodlands left worthy the name of forests. This alarm has
come none too soon, nor, indeed, too late, if there can be wise
and resolute action for their protection and improvement. The
important inquiry everywhere heard just now is, What can be
done ? *
* ^'Progress on theforestry question.—The increasing interest attending
the consideration of the question of the best methods of preserving and
extending the forests of New England, is indicated bv the course of the
(0
1. The tirst thing to be doue evidently is to obtain accurate
information relative to the present extent, condition, and man-
agement of our forests. "We need to know
Their total area in acres or square miles ;
Their locations ;
The character of the grounds they occupy, as to soils, eleva-
vations, exposures, drainage, etc. ;
Of what trees they are composed ;
The relative amounts of young, mature, and primeval
growths ;
The quantity of mature wood and timber now standing in the
different counties of the state :
Its annual diminution by cutting, its annual increase by
growth, and. as at present drawn upon, how long it will last.
When these inquiries, together with some others of a kindi-ed
nature, have been accurately answered, a solid basis of reliable
facts will have been established, from which it will be safe to
argue towards a solution of the great problem as to what can
be done. If any of my remarks hitherto may have appeared to
you vague, the fault is due to the want of the more definite in-
formation which I have sought for in vain in the authoritative
returns to which I have had access.
But these requisite facts can be gathered only by persons
qualified for the work, and particularly engaged to do it. They
will not be collected and furnished as a labor of love, and those
selected to procure them must be fairly compensated. The com-
Yermont legit^lature in appointing a Forestry Commission, and by the first
meeting of the New Hampshire Forestry Commission at Concord on
Wednesday. The Vermont commission is instructed to investigate the
whole subject of the condition of the forests, and the measures needed for
their protection ; and the New Hampshire commission has already insti-
tuted measures for collecting information relative to the clearing of New
Hampsliire forests, and the injury caused thereby to the water supply.
The iiKjuiries set on foot by these connnissions will serve a double pur-
pose in arousing the public attention to tiie importance of the interests
affected, and in supplying tlie accurate information wiiich is necessary to
effective legislation. The rapid vanishing of New England forests before
the axe, or by means of fire, is something the direct consequences of
which, as connected with the timber supply, are serious enough. But the
indirect consequences upon the soil and the climate and the water supply,
although more recondite, are also more disastrous : and it is time that a
persistent and well directed effort should be made to retrieve past errors




mission appointed under a joint resolution of the last letjisla-
tnre will doubtless give us much important information ; but it
was restricted simply to inquiries as to the extent of the de-
struction of our forests, the effects of recent denudation upon
the rain-fall, and the policy of enacting a code of forest laws.
"Wider inquiries than these are requisite, and must necessarily
be made, if made at all, at the expense of the state.* And this
the state should assume, not only as a proper one, but as a pen-
ance for its sin in getting so humiliatingly cheated, in the sales
before mentioned, of its forest lands. Without the main facts
pertaining to this great subject, no one can satisfactorily answer
the question, What can be done for the preservation and proper
management of our forests? or, better, AVhat should be done?
2. One other thing the state can easily and properly do. It
can prescri].)e l:)y law such penalties for the criminal or careless
firing of forest lands as will hereafter secure their protection,
and make it the special duty of officers therefor appointed to
cause prosecutions of all offenders under such a statute. Our
present laws are entirely inadequate for the protection of our
woods in this direction.
3. The improvement of our forests is of as vital interest as
the encouragement of our manufactures. These have, in some
instances, been exempted from taxation for limited periods, and
the establishment of new enterprises has been encouraged
thereby. A similar exemption of certain kinds of forests.—of
those, for instance, from twenty to forty years of age, just
* The immense variety, tlie many and im]jortant uses, and the great
beauty of our forests, must naturally attract the attention of an observer;
and, as the preservation and improvement of the forests in their hi<;hest
degree are above private ellbrt, reijuire joint aetion, and nuist be effected
on a large scale,—on a system wisely begun and long continued by the
men of one generation for those of the next,—and by the application of
science, taste, and skill, not by one but by many men, not in one village
or town but in a county and state, it is wise in a government not acting
merely for the present, but extending its forethought generously onwards,
making its knowledge and wisdom an invested ca])ital for future use, and
desiring to do for coining generations what they, wlien looking hack, shall
Avisli it had done. It is wise, prudent, and patriotic for such a government
to oi'der a survey ol" tlie forests among its other domains, tliat the ])eople
may know the sources of theii' wealth and its extent, and learn how to
value, enlarge^ and enjoy it.
—




passing from the state of unripe wood to mature timber,
—
might, upon a full examination of the subject, be found practi-
cable and wise. As before remarked, high taxation has made
our most valuable forests luxuries, in which their owners are
feeling more and more tliat they cannot afford to indulge.
4. There is another thing possible, but attended in its execu-
tion with so many i)ractieal dilliculties that I only suggest with-
out recommending it. It is the purchase, at low and established
prices, by the state, of some of the denuded areas recently cut
over, to be held and managed hereafter as public forests. Sev-
eral of the countries of Europe hold and control large forests in
the interest of the common weal. In some sections of the Al-
pine regions, but for this control the farms would be destroyed
by spring torrents, and the lives of the inhal)itauts endangered
by avalanches.
5. But, inasmuch as the forests of New Hampshire are, with-
out exception, private property, the state can do little compara-
tively to govern their management. Its power to legislate in
their behalf is limited to the general authority accorded to it in
its constitution, and their control rests almost entirely with
their owners, upon whose pleasure their welfare is mainly de-
pendent. Any scheme for their amelioi'ation, very much beyond
such as I have just indicated, must commend itself to their ac-
ceptance, or fail. And, governed almost entirely by imagined
pecuniary interests, these will give it no support unless satisfied
that it may benefit them in some degree.
If our forests are to be preserved, improved, and made per-
manently remunerative as investments of money, their owners
are the persons to do it. This they may be led to do by a wider
knowledge of the influence of forests upon climate, rain-fall,
streams, and all adjoining property, as well as of systematic
sylvaculture, and of the profits resulting therefrom through skill-
ful removals and renewals of growths at stated periods, by
which forest property may be made the safest and most profit-
able of all country real estate.*
* William Ilowitt, in his Rural Life of England, thus speaks of some of
tlie Srotcli plantations :
"The late Duke of Atiiol, Jolm the Second, planted in tiie last year of
his life 0,51)0 aeres of mountain ground solely with the larc-Ii, which in the
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In the spread of this information, an able commissioner of
forests, supported by the state, should lead the way. His-
efforts may be very ably supplemented by lectures and discus-
sions at the meetings of the board of agriculture and of the
granges. The agricultural college, already doing what it can in
this direction, and the public press, to which we are more in-
debted than to any other agency for awakening public interest
upon the subject of our forests, should both be urged to con-
tinue their efficient services. In a word, the future welfare of
our forests depends in a measure upon the kind offices of the
state, but mainly upon the maintenance of correct views of their
value, and proper management by their owners and by an en-
lightened public.
If their highest welfare can be made permanently secure, all
dangers of a timber famine will be averted, the attractions of
our scenery will be enhanced, the contracted volumes of our
streams will be enlarged, inviting to their cool banks thousands
from crowded cities, who, fishermen in their youth, would gladly
continue such in their manhood ; the woods will be filled with
game, and the instincts wliich we have inherited from our Eng-
lish ancestors may find indulgence in the manly pastimes of the
hunt; and New Hampshire, our own gallant little commonwealth,
which heads the list of the immortal thirteen which achieved our
national independence, and, as the ninth state to ratify its con-
stitution, set in motion the wheels of our general government,
will become the most attractive spot this side of Paradise.
course of seventy-two years from the time of planting will be a forest of
timber fit for the building of the largest class of ships in her majesty's
navy. It will have been thinned out to about 400 trees per acre. Each
tree will contain at least fifty cubic feet, or one load of timber, which, at
the low price of one shilling the cubic foot, only one half of its present
value will give £1,000 per acre, or, in all, a sum of £6, .500,000 sterling "
" In Argyleshire there are probably 40,000 acres of natural coppice wood,
which are cut periodically, commonly every nineteen or twenty years, and
are understood to return about £1 an acre annually. Very extensive
plantations have been formed by the Duke of Argyle and other pro[)rie-
tors. About thirty years ago those of his grace were reckoned to contain
2,000,000 trees, worth then 4s each, amounting to the enormous sum of
£400,000."
BLACK BASS.
BY HERBERT F. NORRIS.
This game fish, micropterus sahnoides, or, as classed by Dr.
Heushall, mkropterus dolomien, the small-mouthed bass, now so-
well known to every fisherman in central and southern New
Hampshire, was a stranger to our waters but a few years ago,
and is to us the substantial result of the labors of the fish,
commission ; and that board of gentlemen will pardon me if I
say their introduction is the only practical result in which the
fisherman has shared the benefit. To be sure we have had
demonstrated to us that the salmon will ascend our rivers
through the several winding fishways, and being relieved of
their spawn return again to the sea ; but he would be an erratic
fislierman who would whip our streams in the almost forlorn
hope of capturing a specimen of this excellent fish, while in
nearly all of our streams and lakes he may well expect to meet
with success in bass fishing.
Bass were first introduced by the fish commissioners ta
our waters from Lake Champlain in 1868, Lakes Massabesic,
Sunapee, Penacook, and Echo, and Enfield, Wilson's, and Co-
checo ponds, being well stocked. In 1870 and 1871, waters in
Meredith, Canaan, Webster, Canterbury, Harrisville, Munson-
ville, Hillsl)orough, Warner, Sutton, New London, Andover,
Loudon, Croydon, and Concord were supplied. Previous to-
that time, I learn that they had been placed, by private enter-
prise, in ponds near Wolfeborough as early as 1864 or 1865,
and at about the same time in Milton Three Ponds in Milton.
Since 1X71 about eighty waters have been stocked by the com-
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missioners, including Bliick and Contoocook rivers, until now
every stream of considerable size, south of Grafton county, is
well stocked by the fish running out from ponds and lakes. All
this has been accomplished without the aid of artificial hatch-
ing. Indeed, as Seth Green, that veteran authority on fishing
and fish, well says,—''Their natural increase is so great and
their growth so rapid, that it never has been an object to fish-
culturists to attempt their artificial propagation."
That the wonderful increase and prosperity of this gamiest of
fish should be a cause of congratulation to every true sportsman
would be expected, and that every lover of fishing should re-
joice at the result we could well believe ; but, strange to say,
the grumbling and croaking of some, either from malice or
ignorance, have raised a cry against the bass, and prejudiced
many against the fish who should be its warmest adherents and
friends. I have tried to analyze the reason for this cr}', and
can only reach one conclusion : it is, in short, "sour grapes."
The traducers of the fish are unable to catch thevi, for no
one who has felt the rush of the ])ass, listened to the click of
the reel and hissing line, seen the gleam of the fish as back and
forth he rushes to escape from the cruel steel, watched him as
he leaves the water with a mighty bound and with bristling fins
shakes his open jaws to relieve them of the hook, and thus in
ever varying devices fights long and hard against his fate, till
at last weak and exhausted he rests in the landing net, could
ever join the ranks of those who mourn the introduction of this
fish, that by his peculiar fitness for our waters must ere many
years be acknowledged the game fish par excellence of America.
The time allotted to me is too limited to be occupied in a criti-
cism of those who say "Bass won't bite," and fear that chubs,
suckers, horn-pouts, pickerel, and flat-sides will be extermi-
nated by them, except to say that if by a careful study of the
bass and the use of suitable bass tackle they are by and by led
to see their mistake, they will then be as strong adherents to
the right as they are now opponents. The habits of the bass
should be studied well by the fisherman. Leaving their winter
quarters in deep water about a month or six weeks before
spawning, they can then be found in shallow parts of the lake
or pond in schools of large numbers, but soon afterwards pair
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off and prepare for breeding. The spawning season in this
state I liave observed to be generally from the 15th of May to
the loth of June, varying according to the lateness of the sea-
son, the spots selected for their nests being a gravelly or sandy
bottom, or rocky ledge, in from three to six feet of water.
These beds or nests are saucer-like depressions, usually about
twice the length of the parent fish, and formed by the bass by
fanning and scouring from the bottom all refuse and vegetable
matter with the fins and tail. Here the female deposits her
eggs, which eggs are hatched in about eight to twelve days, the
3'oung when hatched being almost perfectly formed and about a
half inch in length.
The instinct of the bass amounts almost to parental affection
in the care of its nest, and later in the defence of its young.
AVhen frightened from the bed, they at once return and resent
the presence of anything thrown upon it. Taking advantage
of this characteristic of the bass, some worse than pot-hunters
take them in large numbers by dropping the bait upon the bed
and keeping it there, till the fish, as if in sheer desperation,
swallows it to get rid of its obnoxious presence upon its hatch-
ing-ground. An instance of this kind of fishing came to my
knowledge last season, where a young man caught seventy
pounds of fine fish in one afternoon in Waukewan lake in
Meredith.
Leaving the spawning-beds, the young grow ver}' rapidly, a
bass of a year old measuring from four to five inches, and at
two 3'ears weighing about a pound, and gaining about a pound
per year until it reaches its maximum weight. Six to eight
pounds are said to be the limit of their growth, although I am
inclined to think that under the most favorable circumstances
they will grow still larger, as in a large, deep pond or lake well
supplied with food.
In the winter season l)ass undoubtedly hibernate, burying them-
selves in the mud, in crevices of rocks, under weeds or sunken
logs, in deep water ; as you have all observed that with the in-
creasing cold they work into deeper water, and upon the arrival
of winter are seldom caught.
Knowing this much of the growth, increase, and habits of the
6
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fish, to catch them one should, for still or hait fishing, select
some gravelly or rock}' point or ledge wliich runs out boldly into
deep water, large boulders and shelving rocks and sunken logs
and trees being favorite hiding-places of large bass. Get your
boat into position quietly, making no more disturbance than is
absolutely necessary in anchoring, and fishing with the face to
the sun to avoid as much as possible the shadows of the rod
upon the water, and then keeping quiet, devote your whole
attention to fishing. I believe quiet and careful fisliing to be
important if you would be successful.
You would ridicule the man who started out for trout accom-
panied by a band of music to escort him around the lake, or
down the stream
;
yet many good trout fishermen fish for basa
as though the fish were both blind and incapable of hearing.
While less timid than the trout, which darts away at the sight
or sound of a strange object, the bass is hardly less suspicious,
and, while standing his ground boldly, he seldom, if ever, is
captured while his suspicions are aroused. For this reason his
opponents, fishing for hours, perhaps, in plain view of the fish,
singing and shouting the time away, when not swearing at his
obstinacy in not willingly and foolishly coming into the boat,
are heard on all sides, saying, " Bass ought to be cleaned out :
they won't bite." No reasonable man would expect a game
fish to do so under those circumstances.
That they are thus wary makes a breeze that will ripple the
water almost a necessity, and one of the requisites of a good
day for bass fishing.
One other word al)out the time to fish. Don't fish the next
day after a severe, cold storm, when the water has been dis-
turbed, and is cold and cheerless. Bass bite best when the
water is warm. Select a day after three or four days of
extreme heat, when there is a fine ripple on the lake, and you
have the model day.
For bait, the Helgramite, frog, minnow, cricket, grasshopper,
worms, and shrimps can be used ; but I have found them suc-
cessful in the order named. The Helgramite, a flattened and
repulsive looking worm, generally two or three inches long, has!
six legs along the thorax, while the body, comprised of rings,
|
has a fringe that has the appearance of legs, with two hooks
^
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for a tail. They feed upon decayed wood and vegetation, and
can be found under flat stones, sunken plank, and other sub-
merged objects in the shallow portions of a stream. They are
a reliable bait, living a long time ou the hook, and can be kept
alive a long time in a box of damp, decayed wood. Frogs are
easily obtained, and they are a bait I have used more than any
other. The strii)ed or grass frog is preferable when the body is
about an inch long. Hook them lightly through the skin of the
back, or through the body between the hind legs, so as not to
injure them, and allow them the free use of the legs to swim
about in the water. When rightly hooked, they will swim as
readily as though not attached to the line, and make a very
tempting and attractive bait. I have seen a bass rush for a frog
swimming in this way, from a distance of thirty feet, as eagerly
as a trout darts at an attractive fly. When using the frog, or
other large bait, be patient, and do not strike your fish too
quicklv. He will often start away with the bait, and then stop
in a manner that will lead you to believe he has dropped it ; but
on drawing up the line you will feel a succession of slight jerks
;
if so let him have it longer (for he has the bait crosswise or
reversed in his mouth), keeping your thumb on the reel so as to
feel his every motion, and when he starts away after this short
pause, then strike and you have him well hooked. Then, of all
times, the angler must keep cool. Don't hurry your fish ; the
longer he plays the more sport you have. Give him only as
much line as he takes in his rushes, and recover it as quickly as
pcssible, being sure to keep the line taut at all times, unless
after one of his magnificent bounds from the water you lower
your tip as he falls, to recover the strain again as soon as he is
in the water.
When he is thoroughly exhausted, and not before, take in
your fish, being sure to bleed him as soon as he is in the boat.
Then if you keep him in the shade, when dressed and on your
table you have a fish of which you may well be proud.
A short, light rod is the better bass rod. A nine-foot lance-
wood rod with ash butt is the best I ever used for bait fishing.
A rod of this length can be made light and easy to handle, and
yet as strong as desired. It is elastic yet firm, and enables one
to handle a fish with more ease and security than when longer,
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and, as a consequence, heavier. Always have a good working
reel with about a hundred feet of line and a good supply of
leaders and hooks.
Of the great variety of hooks, I have found the sneck bend
the most desirable, although the sproat bend and O'Shaughnessy
hook will always be found reliable. I will not discuss the fish
as a'fly-taking fish, since I have never learned that iu fishing in
this way any different rules should be laid down than those
that govern fly fishing for trout or salmon, and for the addi-
tional reason that I have come to believe that the larger fish are
more likely to be captured by bait fishing.
AVhen well equipped, treating the fish as an intelligent inhabi-
tant of the water and a prize well worthy of capture, and in
whose capture you must use the best judgment and all your
cunning as a sportsman, one can find no better or more desir-
able sport than angling for this fish, that pound for pound is
the gamiest fish in America. He is eminently an American fish,
with habits and characteristics peculiarly his own. With a
hardiness far surpassing the trout, combined with all his dash
and vigor, the strength and leap of a salmon, to which he has
joined a system of fighting known to no other fish, the bass is,
I believe, destined to take the place of our loved trout, that are
yearly becoming less, by force of circumstances occasioned by i
climatic changes, the gradual drying up of trout streams, and
the increasing number of fishermen that from all parts of the
Union crowd into our state during the summer season.
In what I have written I have not intended to eulogize the
bass, but simply to give him the credit that I believe belongs to
him as an excellent table fish, better suited to our waters than
any other, and in the future destined to be the fish of our state
;
and if by this short essay some one who is now his opponent
shall be led to fish more understandingly and thus meet with
success, I shall be satisfied.
I
RUFFED GROUSE.
BY DR. HENRY AVHEELER.
Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Game and Fish League of
Neic Hampshire :
The subject of my rambling talk before you to-day will be the
ruflfed grouse or partridge. Tetrao umbeKus. which is found in
all the wild, mountainous sections of our country, from the ex-
treme north far into the Canadas. and as far south as Georgia,
and is the finest game bird on this continent to-day. Twenty-
five or thirty years ago. every hillside and sunny valley, even
the mountain-tops, were alive with these birds. In early spring,
ou a warm, sunny morning, you could hear the drumming of the
old cock birds in almost every direction—a very peculiar but
pleasant sound, winding off like the rumbling of distant thunder.
When a boy of fourteen, my home was in the Green Mountain
state, and with an old flint-lock gun three feet long, of Revolu-
tionary fame. I could easily bag eight or ten of these birds be-
fore dinner. But now. with riper years and experience, with my
noble •• Gordon setter " and breech-loading gun. I could not bag
as many in two days.
The birds commence pairing in March and April. Their nests
are very rudely formed, but the most solitary places are chosen
for incubation, and the hen la^'s from eight to twelve and some-
times fourteen eggs. The young leave the nest almost as soon
as hatched, and follow the mother bird in search of food. One
of the most wonderful sights I ever witnessed in any game bird
was when the mother and her brood had been suddenly sur-
prised : her hasty, warning note sent every chick beneath a leaf,
and bv careful search I could not find nor scare from their safe
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retreat a single bird. I loolced with perfect astonishment as
she. with a peculiar, clucking sound, threw herself almost be-
neath my feet, flopping over and over, then limping away as
though badly wounded, thus seeking to allure me away from the
presence of the young birds. And through this shrewd cunning
and deceptive strategy she outwits the crafty fox. the cunning
weasel, the perfumed pole cat. and a host of other enemies.
The majestic old cock-bird does not assist the hen in making
her nest or caring for the young, neither does he help protect
them against their destructive enemies, but, perched on some
old log or stump on the sunny hillside or pleasant ravine, he may
be heard drumming hours at a time. If the weather is clear, it
can be heard a long distance off, and the sound is pleasant and
fascinating, especially to the farmers' boys. The cock resorts
to the same spot, if not disturbed, during the whole breeding sea-
son, and adopts this poetical way of calling the hen into his
august presence, and in fact is the only sure method that he has
of wooing his mate from her close retreat during the period of
incubation.
I have no hesitation in saying that the partridge, if not mo-
lested, can show a finer and larger number of young birds the
first of September than any other game bird with which I am
acquainted, when we take into consideration their numerous and
destructive enemies.
The male birds associate together in small bands until the
autumn, when they mingle together indiscriminately, young and
old. and ought to be thoroughly protected until this takes place.
Audubon says that late in the autumn the partridge makes par-
tial migration from the north-west to the south-east. I have no
doubt of this, for in some seasons, when the birds have been
shot off. or have been scarce during the fall, we find on the ap-
proach of winter there is a goodly number again.
Audubon also denies the commonly received opinion that sev-
eral of these birds can be shot from the same tree without dis-
turbing: the others, shooting the lowest ones first. With this
opinion I shall beg leave to differ.
My friend, Mr. Powers, our successful fish commissioner, once
pointed out to me a tree from which he shot seven partridges.
one after another, and said, jocosely, it was not a wonderfully
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good day for partridges, either, but the tree was au exception-
ally good oue. The flesh of the ruffed grouse is white, and far
more juicy and delicate than the prairie hen. and. when cooked
by an old woodsman or an expert in the culinary art. rivals the
woodcock, some think excels it in point of flavor. I prefer the
woodcock, but either one will tickle the palate of a hungry
sportsman, and is the most delicious repast ever set before king,
prince, potentate, or even the Game and Fish League of New
Hampshire.
Annihilate snares, and thoroughly protect this most beautiful
and valuable of all our game birds from January 1 to September
1 (October would be better), and in a few years they will be
comparatively plenty again. The snare is the most destructive
mode of capturing the ruffed grouse. More than one half of
the birds brought to the markets in our larger cities are taken
in this way. I was in the interior of Maine a few years ago,
and went into the back room of a village store whei'e there were
some iive hundred partridges nicely hung up awaiting transpor-
tation to the Boston market. I carefully examined the birds,
and did not find a shot-mark on a single one. Maine has since
passed a law forbidding the taking of birds from the state,
ostensibly to protect them from au occasional wing shooter and
sportsman from other states, but really against the pot-hunters
and boys within her own borders.
The next mode of capture in order is with the terrier or cur,
crossed with the spaniel, which, when well trained, will follow
the scent of a partridge unerringly, and. when the bird takes to
wing, will rush through the woods as lively and give voice as
freely as a thoroughbred cocker spaniel, following the bird until
i it takes to a tree : then the tone of voice changes from a yap,
yap. yap. to a full-toned, sharp bark, which is kept up inces-
santly until his master approaches, when the bird falls an easy
prey to the most ordinary skill. I have a friend in the country
who has a dog of this description, who. with him and an old
muzzle-loading gun. can capture more partridges in one day
than any three of our crack shots over the finest setters or
pointers and two hundred-dollar breech-loading guns in the
same length of time. The last and least objectionable method
I will mention is by shooting on the wing, by the true sports-
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man, over a well-trained setter or pointer. The former I con-
sider far preferable. He should be of ripe age, steady and
staunch, with nose tine enough to tind and point his bird from
thirty to fifty feet, as it is almost impossible for a dog to
approach nearer, even in the most favorable covers.
These wild birds are always on the alert, and at the least
intimation of danger they are on the wing. Steady mnst be
the nerve, quick the eye. and unerring the aim, that brings
this lightning-flying bird to bag when once on the Aving. It
would be a crack shot that could bring down five ruffed grouse
in a single day. and he would be spoken of in the local papers as
something wonderful. I would make my best bow to the sports-
man who could do it. and invite him to join the Manchester
Shooting Club.
The true sportsman, who seeks health and pleasure, will be
satisfied to bag a half-dozen grouse, or woodcock, in one day,
and will return home rested and refreshed, with an appetite that
will do justice to the trophies of his skill. There is something
intensely exciting about this kind of sport which is indescrib-
able. It thrills through ever}- nerve and muscle, aye. the very
soul itself, of the sportsman. Watch your noble dog as he
stands staunch and steady, with his nose within thirty feet of
an old cock-partridge, with nostrils dilated, every nerve and
muscle rigid, eager, flashing eyes, waiting for his master to
give the word to flush the bird. The sportsman and his intel-
ligent dog are now in perfect harmony, equally sharing the
pleasure of the moment and anticipating the next. The picture
is worthy the pencil of the finest artist, and a place in the gal-
lery of art. Now the word is given the dog to go on : he creeps
cautiously and cat-like towards the bird, which takes to wing as
quick as the lightning's fiash, but is handsomely stopped, and
as the report of the breech-loader is I'everberating through the
air, the fluttering of the grouse is heard in the thicket close by.
The dog. which is now at charge, is ordered to seek the dead
bird : he eagerly springs forward, carefully picks it up, and brings
it to hand without disturbing a single feather. This, gentle-
men of the Game and P'ish League, is true sport, such as only
the true sportsman can fully appreciate and enjoy, and will not
endanger the extermination of the beautiful ruffed grouse, the
gamiest bird of the forest.
SPORTING DOGS.
BY WILLIAM JARVIS.
Though the origin of the dog is veiled in obscurity, still his
attachment to man is well known, and has been the theme of
song and stoiy through many ages ; and justly so, for no ani-
mal, either wild or domesticated, has equalled him as a friend
and companion. He has been bred and educated as the wants
or pleasures of man demanded, and is found to-day in all climes
and under all conditions. He draws the Laplander's sledge
over frozen, snow-bound wastes day after day. where our beasts
of burden could not live. He drives and guards the shepherds'
flocks, and many a life has he rescued from a watery grave.
He protects the household of the poor as faithfully as of the
rich, and all he asks or ever asked is a tender glance, a slight
caress, to repay him for this, the most perfect devotion of any
beast to man. But how often is he rewarded by a curse or
a kick, for he is " only a dog ;" and yet in that canine life of a
half-score years and two there may be more of honesty, faith,
and affection than in many a human life of three score years
and ten.
It seems rather difficult to draw the line between instinct and
reason in many of the stories related by novelists and histo-
rians, or even if we recall the incidents in the lives of our own
canine friends ; but, however agreeable it might be to record
the deeds of brave dogs, defenders of life and property, still it
is not within the province of this essay, which is to treat of
sporting dogs only. In .centuries past, when agriculture was
unknown as a means of sustenance, and man depended upon the
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chase, the dog was his chief aid iu capturing game ; and to-day,
when the sports of the field and woodland are followed as a
pleasure rather than a necessity, it is that same dog, though of
course improved and changed, that raises these enjoyments to a
higher plane. It matters not whether one courses the hare with
the swift-footed greyhound, follows the fox with the keen-
scented fox-dog, or shoots upland game over setter, pointer, or
spaniel, he is dependent upon the dog for his success, and the
better bred and trained the dog is, the more perfect will be that
success. There is more iu the successful breeding of sporting
dogs than many will admit, for as much thought and skill is
required as in the breeding of the horse, sheep, or cow. Our
dog-shows and field-trials are educating the public ; and I trust
the time will soon come when curs will pass from our sight, and
well-bred dogs, no matter of what strain, fill their places. It
costs no more to keep a high-bred dog than to keep a mongrel,
though at present it does cost a little more to obtain one.
Within the limits of a paper like this there is not room to go
fullj' into the different breeds of sporting dogs ; neither is it at
all necessary ; for mau}'^ of the breeds known in England, and
of which Stonehenge and other foreign authorities treat, are
strangers here, or, at all events, rather specimens of curiosity
than of use. Again : our land is of such vast expanse, its to-
pography so varied, that the method of hunting the same game
varies in different sections. The greyhound is useless in New
Hampshire, but on our Western plains he can afford the same
magnificent sport that he does in P^ngland. The red fox is
hunted among our hills, yet '"tally-ho," "ware there," are never
heard, for we do not ride to hounds, and the retriever as known
in England is not used in our upland shooting, for his duties are
performed by our setters, pointers, and spaniels. To be sure
there is a breed of dogs used as retrievers along the Chesapeake,
but they are peculiar to that section, and are never used as
auxiliaries to our setters and pointers. Stonehenge, in his
classification of sporting dogs, does not include the hound
among those used with the gun
;
yet in New England he is gen-
erally used in that way. With us a hound is a hound to most
men
;
yet in England the fox-hound hunts the fox, the harrier
the hare, the stag-hound the stag, the deer-hound the deer, the
91
beagle the rabbit, aiul to put those dogs to any other use would
be sin beyond pardon. But in America we have no such spe-
cific liuntiug ;—the fox-hound performs a multitude of duties
;
and without doubt his deep tones, as they come echoing down
the hillside or ringing tlu'ough the valley, have been often heard
by many of the gentlemen present, and have quickened their
sportsman's blood as they watched with gun in hand upon some
favorite stand for cunning Keynard : perhaps they have heard
his resonant bay through the deep woods on track of the startled
deer, or his cry through our swamps after the Northern hare,
—
for his talents are versatile. He is not the i)ure fox-iiound of
Europe, neither like the packs owned in many of the Southern
states ; neither is he the counterpart of those old Southern
hounds of Britain which Shakspeare describes as
" So Hewed, so sanded, and their heads are hung
Witli ears that sweep away the morning dew
;
Crook-kneed and dew-lapped, like Tliessalian bulls
;
Slow in pursuit, but niatehed In mouth like bells.
Each under each."
He may have the blood of each and every one, with other
strains besides, for he has been so crossed and bred that no
man can tell his lineage.
There is a breed of dogs almost unknown in New Hampshire,
and not in general use anywhere in this country, that to my
mind can afford grand sport when following the Northern hare.
I refer to the beagle, a fox-hound in miniature. He is remark-
ebly keen and true of scent ; his voice is filled with strains of
melody, soft, clear, and bell-like ; and I have no doubt that the
hare or fox would furnish better sport before his slow running
than before the faster, larger hound. So much for the dogs
that follow four-footed prey ;—and now a word about those that
love the scent of feathered game.
There is l)ut little doubt that the spaniel, of all dogs over
which game birds are shot, is the oldest, and that from him has
sprung the setter. The spaniel was first used in field sports,
the love for which has come down to us through centuries, in the
earlier days of falconry, when the nobility of Europe used him
to flush the game from fen and fallow, that, when once upon
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the wing, they might cast their hawks or falcons. He was
taught to range slowly back and forth before the falconers, and
that peculiarity which many animals possess, of hesitating an
instant before springing on their prey, was intensified by care-
ful training and breeding until he would stop 6n scent of game,
and thus in time became known as the setting spaniel. This
crouching close to the ground was a great aid to the netter, as
when a covey was found the net could be drawn over dog and
birds. But when the art of shooting on the wing came into
vogue, this setting spaniel was taught to stand instead of set,
that he might be better seen from a distance. He was im-
proved, too, in many ways ;—the heavy, low form was bred to a
lighter, higher type, which gave more speed and a wider range,
and the thick coat was done away with to a certain extent,
though the beautiful feathering on legs, belly, and stern was
retained in all its silkiness.
Probably of all dogs the setter is most beautiful as a race,
owing to their variety of coloring, of which there are three dis-
tinct and well-known types,—the Elnglish, the Scotch or Gor-
don, and the Irish ; and though they all answer the same pur-
pose, performing their work in the same manner, yet each finds
its advocates and admirers. The P^nglish is the most numerous
of all the setter tribe, and is found of all colors to which dogs
are heirs, except solid red, that belonging to the Irish dog, and
black and tan, which marks the Gordon. The most fashionable
colors of the English setter of to-day are black, white, and tan,
and black and white, these colors so intermingled that at a dis-
tance they cast a bluish tinge, called blue belton, and lemon and
white, with colors blended in the same manner, called lemon
belton. The color of the Gordon setter is accepted as black
and tan, though there is no doubt that the Duke of Gordon,
from whom came the name, bred black, white, and tans. The
Gordon dog was formed by crossing the black setter upon the
Irish red. as proof of which, in the earlier history of Gordon
breeding almost every litter contained a solid red or black
whelp ; but at this day I believe such specimens are not acknowl-
edged. Whatever may have been the form of the Gordon in
the past, of late he has been of a heavier, more lumbersome
mold all through than either the English or the Irish ; but owing
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to the exertions of a few breeders, we shall soon see the breed
of a lighter, more racy cut, consequently better adapted to a
practical sportsman's requirements.
There is still another breed of setters that must not be passed
by.—the Irish red, a breed that has made Ireland famous for
her setters, and tiiat carries its characteristics to whatever
clime transported. The black and tan of the Gordon is rich
and attractive, still the same color is seen on our terriers and
fox-hounds ; but the red, the deep, rich, mahogany red, of the
Irish setter is seen on no other, and when in its highest state has
a sheen that makes it a more beautiful color than that of any
other dog. The Irish setter is certainly a very gamy, beautiful
dog, witli a devil-may-care, racy look that marks him as the
hardiest and most dauntless of his race.
In the same class of sporting dogs as these silky-haired,
high-strung setters, is the short-haired, satin-coated pointer, a
dog grand in all his parts, and in certain sections of our country
the dog X)ar excellence for a sportsman. Some of the greatest
lovers of the pointer have claimed that he is of more ancient
origin than the setter, and that the latter was the result of
crossing the spaniel and the pointer. History will not bear
them out in such assertions. In the days of Edward II, who
commenced his reign in the first decade of the fourteenth cen-
tury, there was an essay written by his chief huntsman, which
contained the following: "The spaniel was for use in hawking,
hys crafte is for the perdrich or partridge, and the quayle
;
and when taught to couch, he is very serviceable to the fowler,
who takes the birds with nets." As that treatise purported to
be a full account of all dogs used for sport at that time, and in
no place mentions the pointer, it is but reasonable to suppose
he was unknown. At just what period he was introduced into
England is not determined, except that it was much later than
the above date. Most authorities agree that the modern Eng-
lish pointer was produced by crossing the fox-hound upon the
old. heavy-headed, lumbering, surly Spanish dog, in order to
get a lighter frame, a better disposition, and more speed. It
matters little to us how the thing was done, since it was very
successful, as the well-lired pointer of to-day has speed, nose,
staunchness, and endurance. The colors of the pointer are
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black, liver, lemon, and all these colors mixed with white, and
I once saw a specimen black and tan that strongl}' intimated
a hound cross.
There yet remains the spaniel family, divided into water and
field spaniels, in the list of sporting dogs ; and though its
name is legion, still the leading strains must not be omitted.
There are, or were, two breeds of water spaniels, the Irish and
English, but the latter is now about extinct, even in England,
and the water-dog of the Emerald Isle, with his curl}', liver-col-
ored coat, smooth face, top-knot, and close-haired, pointed stern,
has usurped his place.
We have in America—they can be seen at most of the lead-
ing bench shows—as finely bred Irish water spaniels as there
are in the world, and they are very useful on our Western lakes
and streams as wild fowl retrievers. Most of the field spaniels
seen about our streets are sorry specimens of the pure breeds
from which they have degenerated, and it would be difficult to
fit them into any class. The pure old Clumber is extremely
rare with us ; in fact, I have seen but few in America. He is a
dog weighing about forty pounds, always lemon and white in
color, is flat-coated, and resembles strongly a good lemon and
white English setter on ver}' short legs. He hunts mute, and
takes his name from the seat of the Duke of New Castle, with
whom he was very popular. The Sussex is also an old estab-
lished breed, very much like the Clumber in his work and style,
only of a shorter, lighter frame, and invariably of a golden liver
in color. This spaniel was a favorite dog in Sussex,—hence its
name,—but I believe he is a stranger in America ; at least, I have
never met any at exhibitions, and know of no one who claims to
possess the breed. The Norfolk is not so well established as
the other two breeds, between which and the small cocker he
seems to be a connecting link. He is liver and white in color,
with freckled legs and nose, and often gives tongue on scent of
game. Last, but not least save in size, of the various spaniel
breeds, comes the cocker, a dog beautiful in all its colorings,
and useful in many coverts where setters and pointers cannot
act. He is coming into special notice at bench shows on ac-
count of the wordy warfare between two rival factions, but
after the rage is over will settle into his normal place again.
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The two colors most desired are liver Jiiid white, or coal black,
the latter all the rage at the present time. His weight must not
exceed twentv-eight pounds.
My inclinations would lead me to mention other sporting dogs,
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To the Honorable Senate and House of Rep7-esentatives^
State of JVezu Hampshire
:
In accordance with a provision of the statutes making it the
duty of the librarian to report annually the affairs of this depart-
ment, I lay before you the following statements.
The business of the library during the past year has been very
similar to that of late previous years, though there has been con-
siderable increase of patronage, especially from abroad. This
is doubtless in consequence of the greater efficiency of the
library in its law and historic departments, in consequence of
important additions there within the last few years.
Being pressed to utmost extent for shelf-room, and having
exhausted all means of extension by adding to the regular
[1 alcoves, we have recently had a section of the old library shelves
I
put in, by which means we could add about five hundred vol-
|i umes. But this was speedily filled, and the cry still presses,
"More room ! " With the shelves mostly filled, and many of the
deeper ones double tiered with books, there remains little place
for future acquisitions, excepting, possibly, a small amount of
floor space. What this would be to books and their use is too
evident to need remark. If the library^ is to be maintained in
normal growth and becoming utility, suitable library room is
indispensable. Besides, no library of such character and im-
portance as this should be suffered to remain in a building not
absolutely fire-proof.
Sales made from surplus stock during the past year amount
to $59.25, Add to this $1.51,—the balance standing against me
at the close of last year,—and the sum is $60.76. The credit
offset on my books is $60. 68, leaving a balance against me of
eight cents. This sum ($60.68) was paid for books, period-
icals, postage, pens, and other incidentals, my account being
examined and approved by the trustees.
There have been sales of six sets of Hitchcock's Geological
Report, under the law of 1878, and the proceeds, $96, were
turned into the State Treasury.
The usual appropriation for the library will be needed, the
funds for the present year being already nearly exhausted.
For a showing of library receipts and expenditures, through
the treasury, I would refer you to the treasurer's report, which
covers the account for the full fiscal year.
It will be seen that some extremely rare and valuable English
reports have been added by purchase during the past year.
REGULAR EXCHANGE RECEIPTS.
ALABAMA.
Court Reports, vols. 65, d^), 67, 3
COLORADO.
Court Reports, vol. 5, i
CALIFORNIA.
Court Reports, vols. 57? SS, 2
CONNECTICUT.
Court Reports, vol. 48, ....-•
Public Laws of Connecticut, 1882 (pamphlet),
Private Laws of Connecticut, 18S2 (pamphlet).
Manual of the General Assembly, 1S83, (pamphlet),
State Register and Manual, 18S3, . . .
Journal of House, 18S2 (2 copies),
Legislative Documents, 1882, vols, i, 2,
Agriculture of Connecticut, iSSi, ....
/
CANADA.
Queen's Bench Reports, vol. 46, ....
Supreme Court Reports, vol. 5, . . . .
Statutes of Canada, 45th Victoria, 18S3,
Statutes of Qiiebec, 45th Victoria, 1S82,
Statutes of Ontario, 45th Victoria, 1SS3,
Journals of the Senate and House of Commons, Canada
vol. 16, 1SS2, .......
Journals of the Legislative Council and Assembly, Que
bee, vol. 16, 1SS2, ......
Sessional Papers, vol. 15, Nos. i-io, 1SS3,
Sessional Papers, vol. 15, Nos. i, 2, i8Si-'82,
Geological Survey and Maps (Report of Progress)
i879-'So (unbound), .....
Railway Statistics Reports, i88o-'8i (pamphlet), .
Census of Canada, i8So-'8i, vol. i, . . .
The Dominion Annual Register for i8So-'8i,
The Canadian Parliamentary Companion and Register
i8Si,
Protection and Free Trade, by J. Beaufort Hurlbert









Court Reports, vol. 6^, .
Journals of House and Senate, i8So-'8i (unbound),
Railroad Report, 1882 (pamphlet),
IDAHO.
Court Reports, vol. i, N. S., .....
ILLINOIS.
Court Reports, vols. 100, loi, 102, 103,
Laws and Journals, Special Session, 1883,
INDIANA.
Court Reports, vols. 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79,
Third Annual Report Bureau of Statistics, 1881,
Revised Statutes, 1881,
IOWA.
Court Reports, vols. 55. ^6. 57, ..... 3
Legislative Manual. 1S82, ...... 1
Laws of 1SS2, ........ I
House and Senate Journals, 1SS2, ..... 2
Legislative Documents. 1SS2. 1-5, ..... 5
KANSAS,
Court Reports, vols. 26, 27. 2S, ..... 3
House and Senate Journals, 1S81, ..... 2
Public Documents, iSSi, ...... i
I.OUISIAXA.
Court Repoits (La, Annual), vol, 33, , . . . i
Acts of the Extra Session, iSSi (pamphlet), . . . i
Journals ofHouse and Senate, Ex, Session, 1881, (pamph,), 2
Acts of the Regular Session, 1882, . . . . i
MAIXE,
Court Reports, vol, 73,
Register of Me,, iSSi-82.
MASSACHUSETTS,
Court Reports, vols, 131, 132, , . . . .
Public Statutes, 1S82,
Acts and Resolves, 1882, .,,...
Report of the State Librarian and Second Annual Sup-
plement to the General Catalogue (pamph,).
Special Laws, vol, 14, .......
Acts and Resolves of the Province of Massachusetts Bay,
vols. 3 and 4, ,,...,. .
Report of the Librarian of the State Library, 1882,
(pamph.),
MICHIGAX,
Court Reports, vols, 45, 46, 47, .....
School Report, 1S80, .,.,...
Laws, 1882, ,,,......
Senate and House Journals, 1881, . , , . •




School Reports, iSSo, iSSi, .
Railroad Repoi't. 1S80, .
Auditor's Report, iSSi, .
Board of Health Report, 1S80,
Twelfth Insurance Reports,
Ninth and Tenth Registration Reports,
Farm Statistics, i8So-'Si,
Crop Reports, March to September, 18S2 (pamph.)
Michigan and its Resources, ist and 2d editions,
Pioneer Collections, vol. 3, ....
Mineral Statistics, 1880, ....
Catalogue of the Universit}', 1866—67,
MARYLAXD.
Court Reports, vols. 54, 55. ^6, 57,
Laws, 18S2, ......
House and Senate Journals, 1882,
House and Senate Documents. 1882,
MISSISSIPPI.
Court Reports, vol. 59,
Laws of 1882, .....
House and Senate Journals, 1882, .
Department Reports, 1882,
MISSOURI.
Court Reports, vols. 73, 74, ....
Catalogue of State Library (unbound) , .
Laws and Journals, Extra Session, 1882,
MIXNESOTA.
Court Reports, vol. 28,
Executive Documents, vols. 1-3,
8
NEBRASKA.
Court Reports, vol. 12, .
Laws, Extra Session, 1SS2 (pamph.),
House and Senate Journals, iSSi, .
NEW HAMPSHIRE.
From the Secretary's Office :
General Laws, 187S,
Pamphlet Laws, 18S1,
Provincial Papers, vol. 9,
Provincial Papers, vol. 10,
County Reports, 1SS2,
Town Papers, Vol. XI (Hammond),
NEW JERSEY.
Court Reports (Law), vol. 43,
Court Reports (Equity), vol. 34,
Laws, 18S2, ....
Senate Journal, 18S1,
Minutes of the Assembly, 1S81,
Legislative Documents, 18S1, vols, i, 2,
N. J. Archives, vols. 2, 3, 4,
NEVADA.
Court Reports, vol. 16,
NORTH CAROLINA.
Court Reports, vol. 86, .....
NEW MEXICO.
Court Reports, vol. I,
Laws, 1882, .......
Message and Journals, 1882 (unbound),
NEW YORK.
Court Reports (N. Y.), vols. 84, 85, 86, 87, 88,
Court Reports (Hun's, S. C), vols. 25, 26, 27,
Senate and Assembly Journals, 18S1, 1882,







Senate Documents, iSSi, vol. i,
Assembly Documents, 1880, vols. 2
Assembly Documents, 18S1, vol. 5
State Library Reports, 63, 63,
Regent's Reports, 93, 94,
Session Laws, 1S83, vols, i, 2,
Report of Trustees of State Library




1 88 1 (pamph.)
Court Reports (Ohio State), 37,
Laws, 18S3, ....
Executive Documents, 1881, vols, i, 2,
House and Senate Journals, 1881,
Agricultural Report, 1881,
Auditor's Report, iS8t, .
School Report, 1S81,
Statistics, 1881,
St. Clair Papers, vols, i, 2,
PENNSYLVANIA.
Court Reports, vols. 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98,
Executive Documents, i88i-'83, vols, i, 2,
Legislative Documents, i88i-'82, vols. 1-4,
RHODE ISLAND.
Acts, Resolves, etc., 18S1, and January, 18S2,
Fourth Annual Report of State Board of Health,





Court Reports (S. C), Lea 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,
Court Reports (Appeals), Baxter, 9,
Acts of Regular and Extra Sessions, 1881,
lO
Acts of Extra Session, 1S82, . . . .
House and Senate Journals and Appendix, 18S1,
House and Senate Journals, Extra Sessions, iSSi, 1S82,
TEXAS.
Supreme Court Reports, vol. 55, ....
Appeals' Court Reports, vols. 11, 12,
Laws, Called Session, April and May, 1882 (pamph.),
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT.
Official Register, 18S1, vols. 1,2,.
Journals of the House and Senate. 44th, 45th, 46th Cong.,
Circulars of Information, Educational Bureau, Nos. 4,
5, 6, 1S81 ; Nos. I, 2, 3, 1S82 (pamphlets),
Paris Exposition, 1878, ......
Register of the Department of the Interior, 1877, '^79'
1881,
Report of the Chief Signal Officer, 1S79,
Astronomical and Meteorological Observations, 1877?
Bulletin No. 7 of the U. S. Entomological Commission
(pamph.),
Report on a System of Submarine Mines (unbound),
Smithsonian Report, 1880, .....
Geological Survey, West of the looth Meridian, vol. 3,
Supplement, .......
Report of the Chief of Ordinance, 1881,
Contributions to North American Ethnology, vol. 4,
Annual Report of the Chief of Engineers, 1881, vols.
1-3.
Coast and Geodetic wSurvey, 1878, 1879,
First Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology,
i879-'8o,
Instructions for observing the Transit of Venus, Dec. 6,
1882 (pamph.), .......
Bulletin No. 3, vol. i of the U. S. Geological and Geo-
graphical Survey of the Territories (pamph.),
Congressional Documents, 2d Session, 46th Congress,








Congressional Documents, (Journals) Special and First
Sessions 47th Congress, ......
Foreign Relations of the United States. iSSi,
Annual Report of the Commissioner of Patents, 1S81,
Oificial Gazette of U. S. Patent Office, vols. 21, 23,
Specifications and Drawings of Patents from January,
iSSi,to April, 1S83,
No. 24 Professional Papers, Engineers U. S. Army, 1S82,
Congressional Record, vol. 13, parts 1-7, and Index,
Report of Life Saving Service, 18S1, . . . .
VERMONT.
Court Reports, vol. 53, .......
House and Senate Journals, 18S0, .....
Revised Laws, relating to taxation, liquor traffic, and to
public instruction, .......
WEST VIRGINIA.
Court Reports, vol. 18, .
WASHINGTON TERRITORY.
Laws of 1 88 1,
WYOMING TERRITORY.
Laws of 1882 (pamph.), ......
House and Council Journals (pamph.),
WISCONSIN.
Court Reports, vols. =^3,54,
Laws of 1882, .....
Blue Book of Wis., 1881,
Senate and Assembly Journals, 1S82,
Messages and Documents, 1882, vols, i, 2,
SPECIAL RECEIPTS.
From Mrs. Judge Ira A. Eastman : Corpus Juris Civilis,
tomes 1,2,.
From the Boston Record Commissioners : Commission-








From the Concord Board of Health : Report for 1881
(pamphlet)........
From General Hazen, Chief Signal Office: Official Re-
port, 1S79,
From J. N. McClintock, in exchange :
I copy History of Bath, N. H.,
I copy History of Eastern Diocese, vol. i,
I copy History and Description of New England,
Concord Annual Reports, 1S52-1SS1 (bound).
Concord Water .Supply Reports, 1S59-18S0 (bound),
Keene City Reports, 1 874-1 881,
Jenness's Transcript from English Archives of New
Hampshire Documents, . . • .
From Dr. Irving Watson, in exchange: Compiled Laws
of New Hampshire, 1780, folio,
From Boston Public Library, in exchange, vols, i, 5,
and 12, Hayden's U. S. Surveys, 4to,
From Maj. Thompson, Secretary of State : Hubbard's
Newspaper and Bank Directory of the World,
From the Cincinnati School Board : Annual Report of
Cincinnati Common Schools, 1 88 1-3,
From the American Antiquarian Society :




Society Proceedings, vol. 3, part r (pamphlet).
From the author, John B. Peaslee, ll. d. : Moral and
Literary Training in Public Schools (pamphlet),
From. Hon. J. F. Briggs :
U. S. Agricultural Report, 1880, ...
U. S. Commercial Relations and Supplement, 1879,
From the author, John McGovern : "A Pastoral Poem,
and Other Pieces," ......
From William H. Stinson, secretary, Proceedings of N.
H. Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, 1881 (pamph.),
From E. C. Eastman, vol. i, N. H. Geology, in ex-
change for vol. 3, ..... •
From the author, Hon. Charles Remelin : A Critical
Review of American Politics, . . . . .
13
From Judge Carpenter : History of Bath, Ly Revs. Dan-
iel Sutherland and Thomas Boutelle,
From John M. Maische, secretary, etc. : Proceedings of
the American Pharmaceutical Association,
From F. S. Streeter, Esq., in exchange : Revised Laws
of Vermont, i797? ......
From the Essex Institute, Salem, Mass., in exchange :
Essex Institute Historical Collections (unbound),
Essex Institute Proceedings (unbound),
Essex Institute Bulletins (unbound)
Essex Institute Historical Genealogical and Bio-
graphical Pamphlets, .....
From Messrs. Little, Brown & Company : English Law
Reports Digest, ......
From C. E. Emerson, in exchange : N. H. Pamphlet
Laws, 1867, iS68, 1S70 (pamphlets).
From the Secretary : Bulletins of the Minnesota Academy
National Science (pamphlet), ....
From the American Agricultural Association, in ex-
change :
The Society Journals, May and November, 1882
(unbound), ......
The Society Journals, January, 1883 (vmbound).
From the Philadelphia Library Company : Bulletin No.
9, U. S. (pamphlet), .....
From Rev. Jacob Chapman :
Anniversary Address at Kingston (pamphlet).
Genealogical Descent from Edward Chapman
(pamphlet), ......
From Banks & Brothers : Catalogue of Law Books,
From William J. Wilson : Biography of Richard Hayes
McDonald, by Frank V. McDonald,
From the author, Charles Cowdey, Esq. : The Romance
of History, etc. (pamphlet), ....
From Francis George Shaw, Esq., the author: A Piece
of Land (pamphlet), .....
From Hon. Ossian Ray :
Congressional Record, vol. 11, in 4 parts,






From the Secretary of the Philadelphia College of Phar-
macy : Eighteenth Annual Report of the Alumni
Association (pamphlet), ...... i
From the Oregon State Medical Society : Proceedings of
the Ninth Annual Meeting, 1882 (pamphlet), . . i
From Gov. Bell : Various Pamphlet Repoi-ts (pamphlet), 15
From James T, Gardiner, director: N. Y. State Survey,
1880, with pocket maps (unbound), . . . i
From the N. E. Historical Genealogical Society, in ex-
change :
The Society Register, vol. 36 (unbound), . . i
The Society Proceedings, 1S83 (pamphlet), . . i
From Hon. John Wentworth :
'• Congressional Reminiscences " (pamphlet), . . i
Address of Emory A. Storrs before the Chicago His-
torical Society (pamphlet), . . , , . i
From Hon. Henry W. Blair : Official Record of the
Union and Confederate Armies, series I, vols. 1-5, . 5
From Frank \V. Hackett, Esq., the author: "Receipt
and Investment of the Geneva Award ]SIoney
"
(pamphlet), ........ I
From S. C. Gould, Esq., in exchange : N. H. Pamphlet
Laws 1873, 2 copies (pamphlet), .... 2.
From Prof. C. H. Hitchcock, in exchange: Geological
Map of the U. S. in sheets, .... 1
From Walter Gibson, Esq. : Catalogue of N. E. Histo-
ries (pamphlet), ....... 1
From. Gov. Bell
:
Census Bulletins 146 to 299, with few exceptions
(pamphlet), . . . . . . .128
Public Papers of Gov. Cornell, . . . . i
From the Census Bureau : Various Census Bulletins, . iSS
From the Chicago Historical Society : Society Collec-
tions, vol. 1 , . . . . . . . • I
From the librarian U. S. War Department: Library
Catalogue, ........ 1
From Oran E. Randall. Esq., the author: History of
Chesterfield, N. H., i
15
From the author, Irving A. Watson, m. d. :
Common Law Citations relating to Nuisances
(pamphlet), ....... i
State Board of Health Report, vol. i, . . . i
From the author, J. L. Pevton : History of Augusta
county, Virginia, ......
From Hon. Prof. Patterson. Commissioner of Educa-
tion : N. H. Educational Report. 1SS2.
From the author, E. J. Donnell : Slavery and Protection
(pamphlet), .......
From the U. S. Land Office, through Senator Blair
:
Centennial Map of the United States.
From the Secretary of the Nav\' : Annual Report 1SS3
(pamphlet). .......
From the Republican Press Association :
Two vols. Independent Statesman, Oct., iSSo, to
Oct., 1SS2. . . ...... 2
Four vols. Dailv ^Monitor. 33. 34. 35. 36, . . 4
From the American Institute of Instruction : Lectures
and Journal of Proceedings. July 5-S, 18S1.
From Concord Board of Health : Annual Reports 1SS3
(pamphlet). .......
From Hon. E. A. Hibbard. vol. 16, Eng. Law and
Equitv Reports. ......
-From Gov. A. B. Cornell: ••Public Papers,"
From the U. S. Educational Bureau : '• Illiteracv. and its
Social, Political, and Industrial Eflects," bv Hon.
John Eaton (pamphlet), ......
From San Francisco Mercantile Library Association
Thirtieth Annual Report 1SS2 (pamphlet),
From Hon. John B. Clarke :
I copy Successful Xew Hampshire Men.
I copy Clarke's Manchester Directory, vol. 5, 1SS3,
SPECIAL ISSUES.
To Boston Public Library :
Journals and Legislative Reports X. H. 1S75-S1,
donated, . . . . . . . .17
Vol. 3 and Atlas X. H. Geology, in exchange, . ri^ 2
i6
To N. H. Historical Society: County Reports iS8i, . i
To John N. McClintock :
Two sets N. H. Geology and Atlas, in exchange, . 8
Vol. 3, N. H. Geology, in exchange, . . . i
To Soule & Bugbee, on account: N. H. Pamphlet Laws
1879, 2 copies, ....... 2
To the library of the N. H. Educational society, Ando-
ver, N, H., one set N. H. Geology and Atlas, . 4
To Maj. Thompson, Secretary of State : N. H. Pamphlet
Laws 1879, 4 copies, ...... 4
To E. C. Eastman, vol. 3, N. H. Geology, in exchange, 1
To F. S. Streeter, in exchange, Pamphlet Laws N. H.
1830-36, I
To Essex Institute, in exchange :
One set Provincial Papers, . . . . .10
One set N. H. Geology and Atlas, .... 4
To Judge Carpenter, vol. 10 Provincial Papers, . . i
To C. E. Emerson, in exchange. Journals of N. H. Leg-
islature, June and November, 1S43, ... 2
To the American Agricultural Association, in exchange,
Session Laws of N. H., 1881, . . . . i
To Hon. A. F. Pike, trustee, Provincial Papers to com-
plete set, vols. 6-10, ....... 5
To Maine State Library: N. H. Session Laws 1869
(pamphlet) , • . . . . . . . i
To Concord Public Libi"ary :
Various Journals of N. H. Legislature 1S17 to 1S79, 4°
Various Session Laws N. H. 1S26 to 1S81 (pam-
phlets, 8), 26
Statutes of N. H. 1830, 1S42, 1853, 1867, . . 4.
To Prof C. H. Hitchcock, in exchange, three sets N. H.
Geology, . . . . . . . . .12
Issued on sale under the laws of 1878, six sets N. H.
Geology and Atlas, ....... 24
Issued on sale from library stock :
4 copies Provincial Papers, ..... 4
2 copies Town Papers, vol. 11, . . . . 2
22 copies Session Laws (pamphlet 16), . . . 22
2 copies General Laws N. H., . . . . . 2
'7
Issued on sale from library stock :
I copy History of Bath (unbound),
PURCHASES.
Morawitz's Private Corporations,
American Reports, vols. 37-40,
American Reports Index, 25-36,
American Decisions, vols. 32-40,
The Southern Law Review, vols. 6, 7,
The Albany Law Journal, vols. 2^, 26.
The Reporter, vols. 13, 14,
The American Law Register, vol. 21,
The American Law Review, vol. 16,
The Criminal Law Magazine, vol. 3,
The United Service, vols. 6, 7,
The Journal of .Speculative Philosophv, vol. 16,
The Boston Daily Herald,
" The Reporter," by Wallace,
Annals of Concord, ....
Annual Digest of English Reports (Mews),
Thompson's American and English Railroad Cases,
2-6
Brown on Trade Marks, .....
Jones & Spence's N. Y. Sup. Court Reports, vol. i
Nevile & Perry's Reports, vols. 1-3,
Caldicot's Reports, ......
Lutvvyche's Reports, vols. 1-2,
Phillips's Manual of Decisions,
Digest of Fire Insurance Decisions, i, 2,
Thatcher's Digest of Statutes, Rules, and Decision
preme Court of the United States,
Digest vols. 1-30, American Decisions,
Gale & Davison's Reports, vols. 1-3,
Howard's Practice Reports, vols 62, 63,
Rapalje's Annual N Y. Digest, vol i,
Sheldon's Law of Subrogation,
History of VValpole,







History of Bedford, .
Hill's History of Old Dunstable,
Centennial of Hampstead, N. H.,
Price's History of Boscawen,
Centennial Celebration of Lebanon, N. H., 186
Isle of Shoals, ....
Banning & Arden's Patent Cases, vols 2, 3, 4,
Littleton & Blatchley's Lisurance Digest,
Bancroft's History of the Formation of the Con
vols. 1,2,.
Bracton, vol. 5, ...
U. S. Digest, N. S., vol. 12, .
Missouri Appeals Reports, vol. 10,
Rodgers's C. P. Reports, vols 1-3,
Bellew's Cases, Temp. Richard H,
" Choyce Cases in Chancery."
Cook's Reports,
Brooke's New Cases.
Harrison & Rutherford's Reports,
Romilly's Notes of Cases,
Hall & Twell's Reports, vols. 1-2,
Cox's Criminal Cases, vols. 1-14, minus 4
Kerr on Frauds and Mistakes,
Brown on the Statute of Frauds,
May on Insurance, ....
Washburn on Real Property, vols. 1-3.
Redfield's Reports, vol. 5,
Gouldsborough's Reports,
The Federal Reporter, vol. 13,
Poor's Railroad Manual for 1SS2,
The Boundary Disputes of Connecticut,
The 14th Regiment of N. H. Volunteers 1S62-1S65,
The Granite Monthly, vol. 5, .
Abbott's New Cases, vol. 10, . .
American Politics, by Cooper.
American Railway Reports, vol. 20,
Daly's Reports, vol 9, . . .
19
U. S. Supreme Court Reports, Otto's, 14, 15, .
N H. Registers for 18S2, 1S83,
The Law Reports (English) for 1SS2,
History of Sanbornton, vol. i,
One copy N. H. Session Laws, 1810 (pamphlet),
RECOVERED.
Brought to the library by William P. Hill, Esq. :
Catlin's North American Indians, illustrated, 2 vols.
SUMMARY.
Added by purchase, .......
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General Head-Quarters, Adjutant-General's Office,
Concord, N. H , May 31, 1883.
His Excellency Charles H. Bell^ Governor and Commander-in-
Chief, and the Honorable Council:—
Gentlejien :—I have the honor to present herewith my annual
report for the year ending May 31, 1883, with accompanying
papers.
The changes which have taken place among the organizations
of the New Hampshire National Guard during the 3'ear have
been but few, and are as follows :
Companies C, Portsmouth, and D, Suncook, in tlie First Reg-
iment, and D, Antrim, in the Second Eegiment, have been dis-
banded.
Company C was disbanded June 7 for the purpose of reorgan-
ization, as recommended by the Inspector-General ; but the
colonel commanding the First Regiment reported that he found
the reorganization to be impracticable, and the vacancy in the
regiment has not yet been filled.
Company I), First Regiment, was disbanded June .5, also in
accordance with the recommendation of the Inspector-General,
and the arms, equipments, and uniforms were transferred to a
new company organized at Exeter under ver}' favorable circum-
stances, composed of excellent material, and which promises to
become one of the best companies in the state.
Compan}^ D, Second Regiment, was disbanded March 14,
upon the recommendation of the company and regimental com-
I manders, those officers reporting that owing to various causes they
1 did not consider it advisable to retain a company at Antrim.
A new company has recently been organized at Newport to
fill the vacancv, and the interest manifested bv the citizens of
the town, and the enthusiasm exhibited by the members of the
company, promise the best results.
The station of Co. C, Second Regiment, has been changed
from Hinsdale to Winchester, upon application of the regimen-
tal commander.
The New Hami)shire National Guard consists of three regi-
ments of infantr}^,—one of seven companies, and the other two,
eight companies each,—a vacancy of one company existing, as
has been stated, in the First Regiment ; one four-gun battery,
and two companies of cavalry ; the whole organized as a -brigade
with a total of 120 commissioned officers and 1,144 enlisted
men, being 4 officers and 134 men less than reported last year,
and y officers and 443 men less than the maximum number pro-
vided b}' law.
The decrease in number since last year is partly accounted
for by the vacancy referred to in the First Regiment, and partly
by the fact that a state of general stagnation exists in several
companies, which will undoubtedly be disbanded soon and new
companies organized.
The strength of the enrolled militia reported b}' such cities
and towns as have complied with the requirements of chapter 95
of the General Laws, is 33,463 men,—a gain of 175 since last
year ; and I respectfully submit the accompanying return of the
enrolment of the state, by towns and counties, with list of de-
linquent cities and towns which have failed to comply with the
law.
UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENTS.
At the time the troops were supplied with new uniforms, five
years ago, the uniforms of the cavalry and artillery being in fair
condition, they were not re-uniformed with the infantry. I have
been endeavoring during the past three years to gradually replace
the old uniforms of the two companies of cavalry and the light
battery. Co. A, Cavalry, is now completely uniformed with the
exception of helmets, which I hope to be able to furnish soon.
During the year just past new uniforms complete have been
provided for the Battery, including the U. S. re'gulation helmet,
a decided improvement over the old style in comfort to the
wearer, as well as in appearance. The new helmet has also been
issued to Co. B, Cavalry. Tlie nnifonns of this coippauy have
been in use a long time, and are much faded and worn ; the
coats, with some repairing, will perhaps last another year, but
the trousers will have to be replaced at once.
Xhe Astrachan hats of the Second Regiment are uncomforta-
ble to wear, and are out of date as a head covering for troops.
The regiment would be glad to exchange them for helmets,
but they are in too good condition to throw aside at present.
Although I have made considerable effort, I have been unable to
effect au exchange or to sell them without too great a sacrifice.
ARMAMENT.
No change has been made in the arms used by the troops.
The infantry have the Springfield breech-loading rifles, calibre
.45, in excellent condition ; and the artillery have, as heretofore,
bronze twelve-pounder guns, also well cared for and in good
order.
The only change desirable is in the- arms of the cavalry, which
are the heav}', old-fashioned sabre. I have made several at-
tempts to exchange them for a lighter and more modern arm,
but thus far have been unable to do so without too much expense
to the state.
ENCAMPMENTS.
The annual encampment for 1882 was, like that of 1881, by
brigade, and at Concord. The annual fall parade was dispensed
with, and the encampment, which commenced Sej)tera])er 2.5,
> was continued five days instead of four, as has previously been
the custom. This addition of a day to the tour of camp duty
was productive of considerable good, and, I think, gave general
satisfaction. The troops were enabled to become a little more
familiar with camp life and ^luties. and had so much more time
for work.
The best results cannot he o1)tained at a camp held but once
a year, in four or even five days ; and if it were possible it
would be much better to have the tour of duty continued through
an entire week.
*
All the several organizations of the brigade were in camp,
with the exception of Co. B, Cavalry, which, on account of the
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expense of transportation and the lack of a sufficient number of
tents, was ordered to encamp for five days, commencing October
2, at Greenland, upon the ground occupied by the company for
the past two years.
The camp at Concord was visited by Your Excellency, accom-
panied by your staff, and the brigade reviewed, on Thursday,
September 28 ; and an official inspection was made as usual by
the Inspector-General, who remained in camp during the whole
tour of duty, and to whose report, as well as to that of Brigadier-
General J. M. Clough, commanding the brigade, which accom-
pany this, I respectfully refer you for the details.
It affords me much pleasure to refer to the large number of
prominent citizens from various parts of the state who were
present at Concord, showing a lively interest in the encamp-
ment, and by their presence stimulating and encouraging the
troops. I also have great pleasure in noting the presence of
many distinguished military gentlemen from other states, among
whom were Major-General A. Hun Bsrry, Adjutant-General of
Massachusetts, accompanied by Col. Edward G. Stevens, As-
sistant Inspector-General, and Col. Samuel Dalton, Inspector
of Ordnance ; Brigadier-General George L. Beal, Adjutant-Gen-
eral of Maine ; Brigadier-General Benjamin F. Peach, com-
manding Second Brigade Mass. Volunteer Militia, and several
members of his staff ; Major Charles A. Young, commanding
First Battalion Cavalry M. V. M. ; Major George N. Bliss,
commanding First Battalion Cavalry Rhode Island Militia ; and
several officers of the Sixth Regiment M. V. M.
Captain Charles O. Bradley, 20th Infantry U. S. A., was
present in a semi-official capacity, being ou leave of absence,
whicli, at my request, was extended by the General of the Array
in order that he might be present at camp and assist in inspect-
ing the brigade.
Captain Bradley's services were highly appreciated, and he
made many valuable suggestions. I respectfully refer you to
the copy of his report to the Adjutant-General of the Army,
which is forwarded with this.
I also forward copy of report of Col. Edward G. Stevens,
Assistant Inspector-General of ]Massaehusetts, for which I am
Indebted to the Adjutant-General of that state.
Very much to my rco-ret I was unable to visit tlie camp of the
oavah'v at Greenhiud, and have to refer you for details of the
same to the report of the inspecting officer.
INSPECTIONS.
The inspections during the year were made, as in the year
previous, b}' Brigadier-General Elbert AYheeler, Inspector-Gen-
eral, at hte encampments in September and October, by your
direction, and at the armories in January, February, March, and
April, as required by law ; and I beg to call your attention to
his report with tabulated statement, showing the relative stand-
ing of each organization for the past three years.
I desire to repeat the statements made in my last report re-
garding the peculiar qualifications of Gen. Wheeler for the very
important position of Inspector-General, and to reiterate the
assertion that the state is extreme^ fortunate in having the
benefit of his services.
GENERAL REMARKS AND RECOMAIENDATIONS.
I am glad to report that the New Hampshire National Guard
is steadily improving each year, and some of the companies are
in excellent condition and a credit to the state. There is still,
however, an inexcusable ignorance of law, orders, and tactics,
exhibited by some of the officers, who do not seem to fully com-
prehend the importance of reading and digesting the militia
law and existing oi'ders, and in consequence frequently subject
themselves or their commands to unnecessary trouble or incon-
venience, as well as adding to the labor of this office.
Some few offlcei'S have, I understand, complained that the
standard of excellence has been placed too high. I do not un-
1 derstand how that can be. If military means anything, it means
i the perfection of discipline and drill ; and officers who do not de-
sire to have their commands attain and to attain themselves the
very highest degree of excellence possible, have mistaken their
: calling or are very much behind the times, and should have lived
in the days of old-fashioned musters, when a general good time
[i and not the acquirement of military proficiency was the desid-
I eratum.
The trouble regarding discharges of enlisted men, referred to
in my report last year, still exists : too many men are discharged
for "non-attendance" and "removal." It seems to me, if
captains exercised more care in recruiting, accepting only men
whose residence appeared to be permanent beyond a reasonable
doubt, that the latter difficulty would be obviated, while as re-
gards men who are habitually absent from drills,! respectfully
renew the recommendation made last year, that the law be
changed so as to permit company commanders to drop them as
deserters after a reasonable notice has been given.
In relation to rifle practice, I do not know that I can add any-
thing to what has been said in previous years upon this subject,
I think I fully appreciate its importance, and heartily wish the
troops could have the benefit of practice ; but I have seen no
reason to change the views expressed last year, that, until it
can be practised upon a suitable range and under proper re-
strictions, the danger attending it is too great.
One of the most pressing needs of the New Hampshire Na-
tional Guard is a permanent camp-ground upon which ranges
could be established for target practice, and buildings erected
for the storage of tents, poles, and other property used at en-
campments. I trust that the attention of the legislature will
be directed to this matter at an early day, with the view of pro-
viding for the purchase or lease of sufficient laud for the pur-
poses of a state camp-ground.
I beg leave to call your attention to the fact that at the session
of the legislature in 1877, a sum not to exceed two thousand
dollars was appropriated to build an arsenal in Concord ; and
the governor was authorized to appoint three persons to select
and purchase the land, and to superintend the erection- of the
building. No advantage has as yet been taken of this appro-
priation. The military property of the state, some of which is
quite valuable, is now stored in a hired building, which, as an
arsenal, has but the single merit of being accessible ; but the
room is insufficient, and it is utterly impossible under present
circumstances to give the property the care and attention neces-
sary to preserve it.
In the latter part of May last the Third Regiment, under com-
mand of Col. J. N, Patterson, visited New York, where, by
9
invitation, it took i)art in the parade on Memorial Day, and was
reviewed with the other troops bv the President. The regiment,
I am informed, did itself and tlie state very much credit, re-
ceiving the warmest praises not only for appearance and march-
ing, but for its discipline and correct soldierly behavior in New
York, and while en route.
*
The report of Col. Patterson is forwarded herewith.
W\\K RECORDS.
Progress is being made in copying the old muster rolls of the
war regiments, but it is a work necessarily slow on account of
the care which has to be constantly exercised iu avoiding errors,
deciphering the almost illegible writing, and in verifying the
copies. There are many errors in the original rolls, names mis-
spelled, and dates quite often wrong. In all such cases the
original roll is followed in copying, but the correct name or date
is interlined in red ink.
The appropriation of six hundred dollars for this work, made
by the last legislature, is not sufficient to complete it properly.
It is a work which should not be hurriedly or carelessly per-
formed, as it will be, when finished, one of the most important
and valuable records of the state ; and I respectfully recommend
that an additional appropriation of five hundred dollars be made
to complete it.
I deem it my duty to call your attention to the records of New
Hampshire soldiers in the war of the Revolution, which are in
very bad condition. Most of the records are in the form of
written rolls and papers, pasted in books without any regard to
their relation to each other, and in poor shape for reference.
Many of the most important of these papers are badly worn,
and will soon become entirely useless as records. They cer-
tainly are worthy a better fate ; and I urgently recommend that
steps be taken at once to have them edited and printed in form
similar to and uniform with the volumes of "State Papers"
which have recently been published.
The following papers accompany this report, and are respect-
fully presented for your information and consideration :
Reports of Inspector-General (2).
Report of Brigade Commander.
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Copy of Report of Capt. C. O. Bradley.
Copy of Report of Col. E. G. Stevens.
Report of Col. J. N. Patterson.
Return of the N. H. N. G., showing strength and location of
each organization.
Register of officers, May 31, 1883.
Report of resignations and discharges of commissioned officers
during the year.
Report of commissions issued during year.
Annual enrolment.
In closing my report, permit me to again express my appreci-
ation of the considerate kindness and courtesy with which I have







State of New Hampshire.
Inspectok-Gexeral's Office,
Nashua, Nov. 3, 1882.
Majok-Gexeral a. D. Ayling.
Adjutant-General, Concord, N. H. :
Sir :—111 accordance with Section 5, General Orders No, 7,
dated A. G. O., Concord, Aug. 14, 1882, 1 have the honor to re-
port the result of my inspection of the camp of the First Brig-
ade, N. H. N. G., Brig. Gen. Joseph M. Clough commanding.
Major Wm. H. Cheever, Assistant Inspector-General, report-
ed to me for duty on arrival in camp, in compliance with Special
Order No. 50, c. s., Adjutant-General's Office, and rendered
most conscientious, active, and intelligent assistance during the
tour.
The entire brigade, excejitiiig Company *' B." Cavalry, was
ordered into camp at Concord on Monday, Sept. 25th, for five
days' duty, instead of four as in previous years. All but one
company of infantry reported before noon, and this one was in
camp by four o'clock p. m., unable to arrive earlier on account of
distance to travel.
The Fair Grounds were used, the same as last year, but had
been improved b}- the removal of the grand-stand and other
buildings which then obstructed desirable portions of the grounds.
The plan of the camp and the order in line were substantially
^1
the same as last year. Most of the tents were pitched before
the troops entered camp, by details which had arrived earlier.
On account of limited space within the regular enclosure, most
of the mess-tents and sinks were outside, in rear of the respec-
tive organizations. Sentinels were established beyond all, how-
ever, so no particular inconvenience was caused thereby.
It was promised by the authorities controlling the grounds
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that sufficient water would be furnished for all purposes by arti-
ficial means recently provided ; but it was very soon found that
these were inadequate, and it became necessary to arrange for
drawing it from the city to make up the deficiency.
The weather was generally propitious, and all available time
was faithfully utilized.
The camp equipage of last year was increased for this encamp-
ment by the purchase of twenty-five new wall-tents, to which
were added as many more at private expense. Good care was
taken of all, except that in striking camp the usual zeal to
finish first caused some injury to tent-pole irons and other
parts. It Avould be better to aim to do this work well rather
than so quickly, and thus save the state unnecessary expense
for re])airs.
Tent floors were generally provided by each (company, much
to their comfort and cleanliness.
The police of the camp was generally good, but it would have
been pleasing to observe a less number of cases of one or
another form of rubbish about individual tents. The condition
of the immediate surroundings of some of the mess-tents was not
commendable, and certainly not conducive to good appetites,
much garbage and refuse matter having l)een thrown out and
left to decay. This should have been attended to by the medical
officers present. The week previous to the encampment, the
grounds were used by the State Agricultural Society, and it was
agreed that they should be turned over to the brigade properly
policed ; but—alas for promises !—a more untidy field it would
have been difficult to provide, and evidently no attempt had
been made to police it by any one having the faintest conception
of cleanliness from a military standpoint. This necessitated a
large amount of labor on the part of the troops, and took up
much valuable time that it should have been possible to give to
drills.
The health of the camp was remarkably excellent : not a single
man was excused from duty in the Third Regiment, and only a
very small number elsewhere.
Subsistence was provided as heretofore by company caterers,
and was fully as satisfactory as usual, a little larger sum per
diem being paid than in previous years.
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It will bo observed, by referring to the following tabular |tate-
ment, that the percentage of attendance was not up to the good
record of previous years. This is to be regretted, and was due,
in the general opinion, to the lateness of the season in which
camp was held. Many who generally make the time spent in
camp a part of their annual vacation could not do so this year,
as business incident to the fall season had set in, and vacations,
if had at all, were required by employers to be taken earlier.
While, in many instances, too little public spirit and too much
selfishness are manifested on the part of employers, shown in
threats of dismissal if men attend camp, still the remedy is
parth' ours by arranging to have encampment several weeks
earlier ; and I am satisfied it would be l)etter, on other accounts
also, to enter camp about the first week in Septemljcr. Then,
again, as we progress in substantial things, as we show all
people that encampment means business and not pleasure alone,
so we shall in time overcome the objections of employers, sim
ply by the stress of public opinion, which will demaud recogni-
tion of its necessities.
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It is to the credit of the First Regiment, that, though having
but seven companies, the number of enlisted men present was
greater than in the other regitnents having eight companies each.
Guard mounting was by brigade each day. being conducted a por-
tion of the time by Maj. Cheever. A. I. G., and partly by Capt.
D. B. Donovan. A. D. C. The ceremonies were very fairly per-
formed, though some repetitions were thought advisable for
instruction, and were so ordered. Steadiness in ranks was
somewhat faulty, individual men seeming not to realize how
plainly the least motion of head or hand is seen by those wit-
nessing a ceremony. There was too much gazing about in ranks ;
too little familiarity with duties generally shown by othcers and
non-commissioned oflicers of the guard.
Guard duty was done by sentinels as well as could have been
expected where no more attention was paid to their instruction.
In the latter part of the encampment it was ordered that no
countersign be given out. and. as a consequence, much practical
insti'uction in its use was lost. This did not have the effect of
keeping men in camp, nor even from their leaving it at the main
entrance, for passes were continually presented and honored,
each of which apparently authorized one or more men, not men-
tioned by name, excepting that of one person, to pass all sen-
tries. In one case that came to my notice there was no limit to
the size of the •• squad" which was authorized to accompany an
enlisted man. All this in wholesale disregard of paragraph 9,
General Orders No. 2, c. s., from Brigade head-quarters, which
stated that '• passes will not be issued except in cases of urgent
necessity." I am credibly informed that more than twenty-five
per cent, of the whole force was out of camp on one evening,
but am pleased to say that little criticism has reached me of any
disorderly conduct while in Concord. More instruction should
have been given to sentinels both before and after being posted.
Several were found who had hardly a conception of any duty
beyond merely pacing back and forth along their posts. It
should be the constant labor of the officer of the guard, until
his men are evidently well instructed, to make frequent tours of
each relief, and also to see that his juniors do so. for the pur-
pose of making every sentinel familiar with his general and spe-
cial orders, the rendering of courtesies, challenging, receivings
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and passino; parties, repeating calls, etc., making sure always
that no wrong directions are given, or erroneous ideas imparted.
Sentinels generally were faulty in salutes, but it was so evident-
ly due to lack of instruction that the criticism really falls upon
the officers and non-commissioned officers of the guard. Patrols
were posted on the bridge at night, and would have done valua-
ble service if there had not been such an accommodating system
of passes in use. If this patrol had been kept on the bridge
during the day also, it would have prevented some unauthorized
shirking of duty and leaving camp. The whole matter and
practice of guard duty should be as much a part of the instruc-
tion by company commanders as any other, for certainly time
and experience in camp will be too short for it. so that, if it is
not given by captains in the regular yearly course, they may be
very sure that their men will not be prepared for the duty either
at the beginning or end of the encampment.
In administration there has been a marked improvement over
that of last year, and where then was more or less chaos was-
now found much more system, and a careful attention to the
numerous details which requu-e observance at head-quarters to
ensure smooth working and generally harmonious action, for all
of which credit must be given to the new Assistant Adjutant-
General, Lieut. Col. E. P. Staniels.
Discipline was generally commendable. Much work was re-
quired of the various portions of the command, even outside the
usual busy routine of drills and ceremonies, caused by necessary
policing etc., but it was all done cheerfully and with excellent
spirit. I want here to bear glad witness to the generally hearty
willingness which has always characterized our troops in the
jjerformance of all duties imposed upon them, which casts the
burden of duty all the more strongh' upon our officers to see
tliat they are properly instructed, and led to obtain the best
results from their willingness. Very little disorder of any kind
came to my notice : the camp was usually very quiet at night,
and altogether the discipline was very satisfactory. I can hard-
ly pass unnoticed certain unmilitary exhibitions of speed by a
mounted staff officer upon the track and across the parade
ground : and would here suggest, for general observance, that
Army Kegulations prescribe the trot as the usual gait of travel
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when mounted, except in cases of urgent necessity, which did
not exist so often as might have appeared from the gait fre-
quently taken.
Regimental inspections were made in the usual form,—the
Second on Tuesday morning, the Third, Wednesday, and the
First on Thursday. The ceremonies were well performed, the
few errors observed having been verbally announced at the time.
Arms generally were in excellent condition, there being two
companies in the First Regiment which were exceptions, and
three in the Third. Very rarely was any rust found, the usual
fault in the exceptions above being dust and. excess of oil.
P^quipments were in good order, but there was still room for
improvement in the polishing of belt-plates. Shoes were usu-
ally well blacked : but few cases of soiled gloves were noted.
Cleanly shaven faces were evidently not regarded as of impor-
tance by a majority of those who are in the habit of shaving.
Uniforms were neatly brushed and in good condition, the result
altogether showing a very gratifying improvement over that of
last year.
The property of the artillery and cavalry was found in the
usual good order. The battery has just been furnished with
new uniforms, which are not as near the regulation pattern as
could be desired, luit which are substantial and neat in appear-
ance. The cavalry should be provided with new helmets.
Bands were found in fully as good condition as CA^er, and,
excepting the criticism of last year as to the need of more atten-
tion to the " settings up" and position of the soldier, also ex-
cepting the need of a uniform practice in presenting and turning
the instruments at inspection, little occasion appeared for cor-
rection. All three are sources of pride to their regiments and
the state.
It was observed by the consolidated morning reports that sev-
eral companies reported men on extra or daily duty who really
were not so, properly speaking. The effect of this was to lead
to a wrong summing up of the men available for regular duty.
The regimental adjutants should have corrected this, and have
given the necessary instructions on this point.
Perhaps the chief criticism I would malve upon the results of
the encampment is on account of the great lack of attention to
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military courtesy. It was very evidently due to want of instruc-
tion, not to want of men's respect for ofHcers. It was also
owing, in some considerable deo-ree. to tlie carelessness of many
otHcers in not heeding and returning salutes made by enlisted
men. There is excuse for enlisted men, who fail in the proper
observance of some of these duties wlien they have not been
taught in them ; but there is no excuse for the officers, from
whom their sul)ordinates have a right to expect instruction on
all these points, and who should be very scrupulous in setting
the proper example.
Several weeks prior to encampment a sutHcieut number of sets
of battalion drill cards, to sujjply all field, staff, and line offi-
cers, were sent to each regimental commander, with the informa-
tion that each field officer would be called upon to temporarily
take command of his regiment, and execute such movements as
might be found upon the card to be drawn at the time of assum-
ing command. These cards were ten in number, and had each
ten distinct movements, including more or less of the manual of
arms, the whole set containing substantially the entire school
of the battalion. In preparation for this drill each officer was
therefore obliged to acquaint himself with all battalion move-
ments, the result of which was that nearly every one was led to
give more thorough and intelligent study to tactics than former-
h' ; also to cause the execution of many movements not usually
ol)served in battalion drills, where too often only the most com-
mon and familiar man(jeuvres are attempted. While to the
casual observer it might have appeared that many errors were
made, still it must be evident that this was to be expected iu
the beginning of the above system, but is the only method by
which, in the end, complete instruction can be made sure in all
battalion movements. The result of this first application was,
in general, very gratifying, especially so far as most of the field
officers were concerned, Itut showed considerable need of more
painstaking effort by com[)any commanders in their own study
of the school of the battalion, and in the instruction of their
commands. It also brought out very strongly the need of in-
struction of markers and guides in their various duties, and the
necessity of officers' giving their commands more promptly and
distinctly. Movements often lacked nicety, from the fact that
2
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commands were not given at just the proper times ; and it
should be the aim and thought of each officer, pending the exe-
cution of a mancEUvre, to think just what his particular duties
are to be, and then, when the instant conies for action, to be all
ready, and act promptly. This point applies with equal force
to guides and markers. It is only by prompt, harmonious ac-
tion on all sides that beauty of movement can be attained. All
things considered, this new test of the abilities of the infantry
was in most cases more satisfactory than was generally antici-
pated, and I am persuaded that the system is the correct one
for develoi)ing the various parts of the regimental organiza-
tions.
By combining the records of attendance with the results of
the drills, we are enabled to submit the following table of com-
parative standing, with " credits " computed as heretofore, in
which it must be borne in mind that the several ratings given
are not absolute, but onW comparative ;—that is to say, "excel-
lent " indicates not perfection or lack of errors, but a commend-
able state of proficiency, all things considered,—a higher degree
than "good,"—which, in turn, shows a grade of merit more
than "fair," and so on. "Fair" is hardly satisfactory, while
" poor" has a sound by no means uncertain.
TABULATED REPORT OF BATTALIOX CARD DRILLS, AND COMPARA-
TIVE STANDING.
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The drill cards referred to were as follows :
Card No. 1.
1. Open ranks, face front rank to the rear.
2. Present ; carry ; right shoulder ; carry ; secure ; carry ; reverse ; left
reverse ; reverse ; carry ; rest on ; carry ; order ; carry ; arms port
;
carry.
3. Closi' ranks ; march in line.
4. Face the battalion to the rear, and march it to the rear.
5. Change direction in line.
6. Break by the right or left of companies to the rear into column.
7. Form column of platoons, then column of companies.
8. Form single rank.
9. Form column of fours.
10. Form front into line in double rank.
Card No. 2.
1. Loadings and fii-ings, by company, rank, wing, and battalion.
2. Ploy into double column, then deploy to the right or left.
3. Foi'm column of companies to the left.
4. Form coliunn of divisions,
t). Deploy on leading division.
G. Form single rank.
7. Form column of fours, then form on right or left into line in double
rank.
8. Break by right or left of companies to the rear into column.
9. Form single rank.
10. Form double rank, then form line.
Card No. 3.
. 1. Present ; carry ; right shoulder ; carry ; support ; carry ; trail ; carry ;
i arms port ; carry; charge bayonets ; carry.
2. Form column of fours from the left, then form line to the front, faced
to the rear.
3. Form column of companies to the left, and move forward without halt-
ing.
4. Form line to the left, and move forward without halting.
5. Advance by Hank of sub-divisions, then form line.
6. Form column of fours, then form close column of divisions on the
right.
7. Form column of fours, then form close column of divisions on the.left.
8. Deploy column on rear division, faced to the rear.
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9. Form column of divisions at full distance, then close in mass on rear
division.
10. Take wheeling distance and form line.
Card No. 4.
1. Right shoulder; carry; support; right shoulder; support; carry;
arras port ; open chamber ; close chamber ; carry ; charge bayonets ;
carry.
2. Form column of fours, then form line to the riglit or left, and advance.
3. Halt, and make general alignment.
4. Form double column of fours.
5. Form line to the front.
6. Ploy the battalion into close column of companies.
7. Change direction by the flank.
8. Form column of fours on rear company.
9. Form line to the front. Fire by file.
10. Ploy into close column of divisions on left division, right in front,
then deploy on rear division.
Caud No. 5.
1. Fire by company ; by wing ; by rank.
2. Face the line to the rear, then open and close ranks.
3. Obli(pie in line, and resume direct march.
4. Pass obstacles (3 cases).
5. Form double column of fours.
6. Form to the right or left into line.
7. Form coknnn of companies to the right or left, and move forward with-
out halting.
8. Form line by two movements.
9. Advance by the flai'k of companies, then form column of companies.
10. Form line to the right or left.
Card No. G.
1. Right shoulder ; support ; carry ; present ; carry ; fix bayonets ; carry ;
charge bayonets ; carry ; trail ; carry ; imfix bayonets ; order ; carry.
2. Form column of fours to right or left, then form line by two move-
ments.
3. Retire by the flank of subdivisions, then form column of fours.
4. Form close column of divisions to the right or left.
5. Form column of fours.
6. Form on the right or left into line in single rank.
7. Rally by divisions.
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8. Re-fonu divisions.
9. Form double rank on the centre.
10. Rectify the alignment.
Card No. 7. *
1. Fire by company; by battalion; by file.
2. Break from the riiiht or left, to march to the left or right.
3. Form on the right or left into line.
4. Ploy into close colmnn of divisions on first division.
5. Marcli by the flank, then change direction, and resume direct march.
G. Take wheeling distance.
7. Break into column of companies.
8. Form line to the front.
9. Ploy the battalion into double column,
10. Deploy to the front.
Card No. 8.
1. Loadings and firings by battalion ; by rank. Fire kneeling.
2. Break into column of fours from right or left, to march to left or right.
3. Form on the right or left into line. Fire by company.
4. Ploy into close column of divisions on left division, right in front.
5. Change direction by the flank.
6. Deploy the column on an interior division.
7. Deploy the battalion as skirmishers by numbers. (3 lines.)
8. Withdraw advance lines to support of rear lines successively, then
rally on battalion.
9. Give a general alignment.
10. Change front, faced to the rear.
Card No. 9.
1. Order; fix bayonets ; order ; stack ; take ; carry ; trail; carry ; right
shoulder; carry; charge bayonets ; carry; unfix bayonets ; carry.
2. Ploy into close cokunn of divisions, left in front.
3. Deploy on rear division.
4. Form column of fours, then march by flank of subdivisions to the right
or left.
5. Marcli again in cohnnns of fours.
6. Ploy into close column of divisions.
7. Move forward and (;hange direction.
8. Deploy on first division.
9. Change front.
10. Form single rank bv both flanks, then form double rank.
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Card No. 10.
1. Support ; carry ; right shoulder : carry : present ; carry : fix bayonets
;
order : stack ; take : carry ; charge bayonets ; carry ; un6x ; carry.
2. Form column of fours, then form single rank.
3. Close to double rank distance, then form line.
4. Advance in line, then march to the rear.
5. Halt, and make general alignment.
6. Break from the left to march to the right.
7. Form column of fours, then form column of divisions.
8- Deploy column on the rear division.
9. Form double column of fours.
10. Form line to the front.
We might go into detail more fully, calliug attention to the
errors made at various ceremonies and drills, but it would be to
some considerable extent a repetition of those noted in last
year's report. As to the errors at the battalion card drills,
these were verbally announced and explained to the officers and
guides of each regiment during the evenings after drills, they
being assembled for the purpose while movements were fresh in
their minds.
The Major of the Second Regiment left camp without author-
ity, previous to the time appointed for the battalion drill of his
regiment, and in which he knew he was to be called upon to
take command. It is stated in explanation that he applied to
his colonel for permission to be absent temporarily on account
of business, but did not wait until such leave had been granted,
presumably through misunderstanding.
The Adjutant of the First Regiment performed but few of his
duties at battalion drills, in consequence of which many forma-
tions were unnecessarily delayed.
Neither the skirmish drill nor target practice has been gen-
erally taken up yet as a regular part of the course of instruc-
tion, which is certainly to be regretted. The first should be re-
quired by regimental commanders, and if the necessary appro-
priation for the expense of the latter could be obtained, it would
go far towards completing the necessary practical training of
the National Guard in those particulars which are of chief im-
portance should it be called into service.
In signalling, we find no progress or attempt at instruction,
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exceptinu' in tlie PMrst RegimiMit. :is noted in onr liist report.
Here the interest and proficiency displayed by the otlicers and
men in charge of it are really conniiendable : they are qualified
for valuable service in this direction, should occasion demand.
The annual prize-drill in the manual of arms by the First Reg-
iment was held in camp as usual, but I was unable to see it. I
wish the same practice might be taken up by the other regi-
ments, and by every company, for medals. It would be very
sure to materiallv raise the standard of proficiency in this
respect.
Formations of brigade line were, in almost all cases, well and
promptly made, a marked improvement over last year. Parades
were generally very creditable. The evening gun should have
been fired at the close of the "• sounding off." an error of omis-
sion at every parade, and a failure to comply with General Or-
der No. 3, c. s., from Brigade Head-quarters.
The review by His Excellency the Governor and Commander-
in-Chief was made on Thursday afternoon. The appearance in
in line was very fine : ranks were generalh' steady ; the wheel
into column was good ; the passage in review was, in general,
very creditable,—distances well kept, ranks fairly closed, align-
ments good, the step and cadence almost perfect. I am obliged
to criticise two or three officers for not saluting the reviewing
officer, and nearl}'^ all for not turning the head sufflcientl}'^,
though many did the eyes, in saluting. Officers on the different
staffs should be on the lookout, and salute together with the
commander. Two color-bearers failed to drop the colors prop-
erly in saluting. By order of the brigade commander, colonels
}
did not turn out after passing the reviewing officer. After the
review, the General ordered an engagement between the Second
(
Regiment on one side and the Battery with a small infantry sup-
i| port on the other. The action was of little value as illustrating
tactical movements, but served to amuse many of the non-mil-
itary spectators.
Company " B" Cavalry was in camp at Greenland from Octo-
ber 2d to fJth inclusive, on the same grounds as last year. I
visited them on Wednesda}', the 4th. Found the plan of camp
better than heretofore, allowing the use of the greater portion
of the grounds. The ceremony of inspection was well per-
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formed. Property of all kinds, exceptino- uniforms and saddle-
cloths, was found in good condition. Need of instruction was
evident in drawing and returning the sabre over the left or
bridle hand, instead of under it. The calls bv the bugler should
be improved, and any other field music was out of place. In
the drills observed after inspection, movements were, in the
main, fairly well understood, but that nicety of execution so
necessary to make them pleasing was too often wanting. It
was partly the difficulty common to most of the militia cavalry
and artillery from untrained horses and horsemen, and partly
from lack of careful, painstaking study and instruction. It
should be a matter of pride with every cavalryman to be able to
thoroughly control his horse, remembering that, however well
he himself may understand his duties, still the execution depends
largely upon settling the question whether the rider rules the
horse, or vice versa. It has come to be a prevailing idea in all
our states, that cavalry and artillery are of little practical value
for the large outlay upon them, and it mainly proceeds from the
difficulty of training the horses used. Can we not, by more
attention to this point, show exceptions to this general rule,
and have these two arms of the service as efficient in the full
circle of their duties as are the infantry ?
The discipline of the camp of Company " B " seemed little
but good-natured, and if it ])e the chief desire of this organiza-
tion to enter camp for the benefit of profiting from the practi-
cal military duties which should be found therein, then I believe
it would be more to their advantage to be ordered in with the
rest of the l)rigade. Elven if the expense be a little greater, still
I think it is unjust to Company "B" to allow them to camp by
themselves, and deprive them of the discipline and instruction
which usually pertain to larger bodies of troops. I would
earnestly recommend this change in the programme heretofore
observed.
I am more and more impressed each succeeding year with the
fact that far too little attention is paid to the elementary instruc-
tion, of our National Guard. In many companies there is evi-
dently none of it, and it is painfully apparent at every turn.
Off duty it is seen in careless, slouchy manner, unmilitary
bearing, lack of military courtesy and discipline, while in ranks
Ml
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it is notic'e:il)le in shufflino; feet, crooked knees, bodies no^
erect, round shoulders, eyes looking down at the feet, &c. What
is needed for the recruit is s^^steraatic squad-drill in the " set-
tings-up," facings, salutes, and so on, and what the veteran
members need is frequent review in the same exercises. Cap-
tains should realize that there can hardly be found in the same
number of simple movements anything so beneficial, from a
physical and athletic point of view, for the lungs, the limbs,
and indeed the whole body, as are the four exercises prescribed
in the " settings-up " drill. If each individual member would
adopt them as a regular daily exercise, if he would occasionally
practice the " balance-step," and w^hen walking seek to straighten
the knees by a full step, depressing the toes, if he would hold
himself erect on the hips, shoulders thrown back, arms extended
to their full length by the side, palms of the hands turned
squarely to the front, with head erect and chin drawn in, he
would very soon find a radical improvement in personal physique,
a more dignified bearing, a better form, and at the same time a
gain in health and strength. Whether soldier or citizen the
same holds true, and it is expected, and very naturally, that
the soldier will set the example for the citizen.
It will be universally conceded that every officer should qual-
ify himself for the duties incumbent upon the position he has
accepted, especially upon those which enter into every-day prac-
tice ; and it is not enough to devote the time spent in armory
or street drills to simply those movements which are called
into play in an inauguration parade or review. That organiza-
tion is the best drilled and disciplined which shows practically
a fair acquaintance with almost ever}^ duty, rather than that
one which is exceptionally good on a few things and quite unac-
quainted with as many more of equal importance. What com-
manding officers lack is appreciation of the vahie of systematic
instruction, a certain amount of time for one line of teachings
then another, and so on, thereby making in each year a com-
plete review of the entire field which should be covered. And
t let no officer flatter himself he need not specially prepare for a
series of movements he may plan to explain at a coming drill.
' Even Gen. Upton, who wrote the tactics w^e use, and which he
revised durinor the time he was Commandant of Cadets at West
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Point, often then remarked that he was obliged to study his tac-
tics daily before going to drill. It may be said, that, if so brill-
iant a tactician as he was so easily liable to eiTor, more allow-
ance should be made for our unprofessional officers ; but the
illustration is still stronger of the absolute necessity of special
and persistent preparation for the various duties pertaining to
our positions.
While in the old time regime much was not required and little
was expected beyond occasional display coupled with a royal
good time, in these days this is not sufficient, for our citizens
expect a return for the money expended, a force that shall be
immediateh^ available for good in case of need, a National
Guard in deed as well as name ; and any officer who does uot
rise to the situation is an incubus on the force, his rank is not a
credit to him. but the contrary, and his good sense would best
;
hd shown by resigning his commission and retiring before his
reputation becomes established as incompetent or unprogressive.
In view of the fact, however, that we have some officers who,
manifestly, do not qualify themselves for their duties, even after
j
serving so long that inexperience cannot be an excuse, and as
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they also show no likelihood, or inclination even, to materially i
improve and fit themselves reasonably well for the performance i
of said duties, I would respectfully urge upon your considera-
tion the fact that to retain such officers in the service is a pes- '
itive injury to it. and a continual discouragement to those im-
mediately under their authority. I would therefore earnestly
recommend the appointment of a permanent examining board,
whose duty it shall be to meet at stated times to thoroughly
examine all those who may be hereafter nominated for a com-
j
mission, and thus prevent the growth of the above evil. I)
would also recommend that this or another l)oard be detailed to
examine all officers who may he recommended by this Depart-
ment for such examination either now or at any time hereafter,
j
as the result of any inspection made in the regularly established
order, and if it be considered that Sections 1 and 2, Chapter 11,
:
Militia Law, do not provide for the discharge of officers who
may be found deficient at reexamination after six months' sus-
pension, then I would strongly urge tliat an effort ])e made at
the next session of the legislature to have the law amended,
with that purpose clearly expressed.
It would be extremely pleasant to sulnnit a report eontaiuing
nothing but praise and satisfaction in all its details ; and it is
the hope we have of arriving nearer and nearer to this end each
year that gives us courage to labor. But faith to our trust
requires the disagreeable duty of calling attention to the errors
of the individual for the good of the whole, and in the perform-
ance of this duty it often becomes necessary to lay aside pei*-
sonal friendship and the highest social regard. If. however,
every one is primarily and sincerely devoted to the general wel-
fare, and accepts all criticisms in the same kindly spirit that
prompts them, then the labor of the critic will be much pleas-
auter.
I would respectfully call attention again to the recommenda-
tions of last year as to the need of a full yet concise code of
regulations ; also to the matter of purchasing a permanent
camp-ground. This seems to be the one thing now most needed
in the way of unusual outlay, and would do much to better the
attendance, comfort, and economy of encampments.
The Brigade was favored during the greater part of the
encampment by the presence, in a semi-ofiicial capacity, of Capt.
Charles O. Bradley, of the Twentieth United States Infantry,
who very kindly and ably suggested many points of value to all
present, and to whom I am indebted for much assistance and
pleasure.
In closing my i-eport I am pleased to again testify to the uni-
versal good spirit which actuates our entii'e force in all duties,
to the good progress observed in this year's work, and to the
kindness and forbearance with which my criticisms and sugges-
tions have been universally received, all of which have served
to make my duties very pleasant and satisfactory. I am in-
debted to every otiicer and man with whom I have been brought





State of New Hampshire,
Inspector-General's Office,
Nashua, May 4, 1883.
Maj. Gen. A. D. Ayling.
Adjutant-General. Concord. N. H. :
—
Sir :—In compliance with the provisions of General Orders
No. 1, A. G. O., dated Concord, Jan. 1, 1883, 1 have the honor
to report the result of my inspection of the several organizations
comprising the New Hampshire National Guard.
The manner of conducting the inspections was substantially
the same as that of last 3'ear, excepting that a different set of
drill-cards (appended hereto) was used, containing all the move-
ments in the school of the company which can well be executed
in the average sized armory. These cards were issued to every
officer and non-conmiissioned officer several weeks previous to
inspection, in order that they might understand what was ex-
pected of them, and also that they might be led to that complete
study of tactics which would be necessary in order to qualify
for the execution of such movements as would possibly be re-
quired. Every line officer was called upon to exercise command,
and execute such manreuvres as were found upon the card drawn
at the time of assuming authority. It is with extreme satisfac-
tion that I am able to report very marked improvement in knowl-
edge of duties and drill since last year. Officers generally show
much more complete comprehension of the nature of movements,
are better informed on details, and have consequently executed
the required movements much more expeditiously and neatly.
They are entitled to much credit for the interest and zeal which
have led them to thus qualify themselves in so marked a degree,




the complete tactical knowledge which all progressive officers of
the present day are expected to possess. It seems also to be
heartily approved by the great majority, who agree that the
honor attaching to their positions is dependent entu'ely upon
the credit which they themselves bring thereto by well performed
duties.
File-closers as a rule show a better acquaintance with their
duties than hitherto, but can still improve, and materially assist
in correcting errors and in perfecting the execution of such move-
ments as shall show the need of immediate directions. They
are supposed to be familiar with every detail of company drill,
always ou the alert, observant of everything in their immediate
vicinity, and instantly ready with the proper word to correct such
errors as are being made.
Minute criticisms were announced to each organization at the
close of inspection, and are not here given, but will be found in
the detailed individual records transmitted herewith.
During the past year three companies have been disbanded,
—
•• C " (Portsmouth) and •• D "' (Suncook) of the First Regiment,
and '' D" (Antrim) of the Second Regiment. A new company
has been formed at Exeter, and assigned to the First Regiment
as Company -'D." The First and Second Regiments conse-
quently had but seven companies each. Authority has been
given, however, for a new company at Newport, to be assigned
to the Second Regiment, which will complete its numbers. It
would seem as if an effort should be made to organize another
company for the First Regiment at Portsmouth, ou account of
its maritime importance, and I believe it could easily be done if*
intrusted to proper hands. If not, there are other places where
it might be desirable, such as Rochester, or Derry. On the
other hand, if it be difficult, as it appears, to maintani creditable
oraranizations in sevei-al places where now existing, it might be
better to re«»rganize the brigade on a basis of two regiments of
ten companies each, or even eight, a smaller number of [jood or-
ganizations, well drilled, disciplined, and equipped, being far
preferable and of more credit to the state than a larger number
where the increase is composed simply of these weak or indiffer-
ent companies.
It will be observed by the table of comparative standing, that
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several companies are reduced in numbers nearly to, and some
below, the minimum established by law. While good reasons
are given for this in some instances, it is in all cases a matter
that should be speedily corrected. The influence exerted upon
those members who are faithful, by mere lack of numbers, at
even ordinary drills, is dispiriting, say nothing of public parades^
Such an esprit clu corps should be cultivated that men will be
attracted to enlist, and members to remain so.
The percentage of attendance at inspection, as shown by the
following table, was less than that of last year, and the accom-
panying table of comi)arative standing will show which compa-
nies contributed the most to this result.
TABLE OF STRENGTH AND ATTENDANCE.
Total force at date of inspection






Brigade commander and staff.
Artillery
Cavalry
First regiment of infantry. . .
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Company " E," Second Regiment, had even less than iifty
per cent, present, and receives but zero on this point in the table
of credits, which is partly due to the fact, however, that the
legal requirement of four days' notice could not be given by the
Cai)tain after receipt of his orders (true of Company " I," same
regiment, however, in which every man was present), and partly
to a disorganized state of affairs consequent upon a change of
officers which has been some six months in process, the present
Captain having been in commission but fourteen days at the
time of inspection.
Companies "G" and " I," Second Regiment, paraded with
every man present, and are entitled to much credit therefor.
Companies '• F " and '' H " of the same regiment had each but
one man absent; Company " A," First Regiment, and " K,"
Third Regiment, but two absentees each, all of which were
unavoidable.
The field and staff of the First and Third Regiments were all
present, also the band of the Second.
In a small number of cases non-commissioned officers were
reported absent without cause, a state of affairs entirely inex-
cusable ; and I would recommend their immediate reduction to
the ranks, besides imposing the fine required by law. Such ex-
amples produce a very injurious effect upon their subordinates,
and captains cannot afford to let them pass unnoticed if desirous
of maintaining a healthy state of discipline.
Armories were generally found in excellent condition, and as
well adapted to the needs of the service as can be expected for
the amount paid by the State for their use. It would be very
beneficial in places where two or more companies exist, if a com-
mon drill-room could be obtained sufficiently large to allow of
battalion drills, adjacent to which should be separate company
armories. This obtains only in the two companies at Concord,
but is considered probable in Keene, and has been discussed in
Manchester, where it would without doubt do much to promote
still further the very marked ini])rovement noted over previous
years. Besides the l)etter ac(iuaintance witli Ijattallou move-
ments wliich would follow, there would doul)tless be developed a
generous spirit of I'ivalrv, which would be a potent factor in im-
droving the discipline, morale, and efficiency of the companies
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thus situated, and mutually dependent to a certain degree upon
each other.
Platoon '' A," First Battery, has recently moved into the new
" Battery Building " erected by the city of Manchester for ward-
room uses, as well as for military occupation. The unfinished
state of the gun-room prevented any drill by this platoon at the
time of inspection.
Companies " E and K," First Regiment, have also been pi"o-
vided with armories on an upper floor in the same building, with
a drill-room in common, but not large enough for battalion uses.
Company " K," Second Regiment, should have a better ar-
mory for the amount paid therefor, and I am informed that meas-
ures are being taken to obtain one.
Companies "H" and " K," Third Regiment, have changed
their quarters since the last inspection, and are much benefited
thereby.
The head-quarters of the First and Third Regiments have been
changed again during the year, and answer well the uses for
which they are intended, the former being especially complete in
furnishings and appohitments.
In records there is found in several companies a considerable
improvement, and instances of the reverse are exceptional.
Where the law is so plain, however, as to Avhat is required, there
seems little excuse for the shortcomings found in those compa-
nies not receiving credit for excellence. A careful perusal of
the Militia Law, and General Orders issued since its adoption,
noting sections relating to what is required, then the application
of these requirements, and the work is done. A little sytsem in
this matter, as outlined below, and the most common criticisms
will be avoided. In making enlistments, allow no minor to sign
or be sworn without first producing the required consent of par-
ent or guardian. Complete the full record called for by the en-
listment book at oiice, and fill the report to the Adjutant-General
at the same time, letting it remain in the enlistment book until
others are ready for entry if the time for forwarding it has not
arrived. Be particular to enter all dates fully, wherever re-
quired. Use the column of '•M-emarks " for record of appoint-
ments and promotions, so that the enlistment-book shall give a
complete military history of each member. AVhenever orders are
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issued or received, of any nature whatever, including warnings
and returns, see tliat they are at once entered in the orderly-
book. Files of general orders and circulars should be found in
regular yearly series, and can be obtained at head-quarters if
not complete. Ui)on making out annual returns, copy them into
the orderly-book before transmittal. Keep a roster of officers
and non-commissioned officers showing dates of appointment,
also as a matter of convenience for reference, showing promo-
tions or other changes. Inaugurate the custom and enforce it
of having all excuses for absence from regularly ordered pa-
rades submitted in writing and copied into the orderly-book.
It is due to the present commanders of Companies " D" and
" E " of the First Regiment and '' E " of the Second, to say that
the criticisms on their records are not altogether chargeable to
them, but in greater or less degree to their predecessors.
Company formations were generally very accurately made.
Almost as many different assembly calls were sounded as there
"were drummers, and I would suggest that at ever}' encam])ment
the drum-majors be directed to teach them the proper calls.
In reporting the result of roll-calls to the captains, many first
sergeants failed to preface their report by the word " Sir." In
the '' present arms" to the inspecting officer, several drummers
failed to sound the "ruffle." The ceremony of inspection was
usually very well performed. Some cases of unsteadiness and
inattention were observed, where men seemed to consider it their
privilege to inspect their comrades and the inspecting party al-
so. A few individual cases were noted of need of instruction
in the position of the soldier, and a larger number, where the
proper position of " order arms" was not accurately taken with
" the toe of the butt against the toe of the right foot."
Uniforms were found well cared for in most instances, but in
three or four companies more attention should have been devot-
ed to neatly brushing them before inspection. An untidy sol-
dier is no soldier : neatness is a fundamental principle with
every man who realizes tlie duties of his position : it is neces-
sary as a sanitary measure in encampments, necessai'y for the
preservation of arms and all luilitury property, and is made a
ruling habit with every good soldier.
The 'conJitiou of arms was even better than last year, and the
3
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state maj' be assured that good care of them is universal. I am
pleased to speciall}' commend those in the hands of Company
" I," Second Regiment, as in remarkably fine condition. Several
other companies nearly equalled them, and drew attention to the
fact that the use of gloves at all drills helps much in keeping
the stock as well as the metal parts of the arms in good con-
dition. Another good reason for the general use of gloves at
drills is, that men thus become accustomed to handling their
pieces with them, and make a better appearance upon full-dress
occasions from the familiarity with their arms thus regularly
acquired, and I would recommend all companies to adopt this
method.
Equipments were in excellent condition excepting in the mat-
ter of belt-plates, which too frequently were not polished. A
brilliant exception to this criticism was found in Company " G,"
Third Regiment, where every plate was in most perfect order.
This pattern of belt-[)lates was selected parily for its plainness
and ease of cleaning, and there is no reason why every one
should not have been free from finger marks or any blemish. A
less number of men were found than heretofore who did not
wear their equipments neatly fitted, but some still appeared wear-
ing belts loosely, which either did not cover the lower buttons in
front, or were not above the V)uttons on the back of the coat. In
some companies more or less blank cartridges or empty shells
were found in cartridge-boxes, which should not have occurred.
The regimental bands are in their usual good condition, though
a little instruction in the "school of the soldier" would improve
the military bearing of some members, and more attention to
cleanliness of instruments would put them in the perfect condi-
tion which it is as desirable to find at inspections in their com-
plete equipment as in that of other soldiers.
Platoon " A " of the Battery was found in its usual excellent
condition ; and it is reasonable to believe that, with its new and
complete armory accommodations, it will still further increase
its zeal and efficiency.
Platoon " B " has hardly made the progress during the yenr
that was looked for. Property was found in good order, but
unity of interest in the good of the i)latoon, and consequent
cheerful observance of good discii)line. seemed lacking.
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Company " A " CavaliT appeared for inspection mounted,
with results substantial!}' as heretofore. Increased emphasis
was given to the necessity of more thorough training of horses
to produce the satisfactory attainments expected from this branch
of the service. The Second Lieutenant desired to be excused
from taking command for drill, preferring to be marked " totally
deticient," rather than to have his actual knowledge demonstrated
by the test. This is the same officer who failed so signally' in his
duties at the last encampment, and for his own credit and that
of the Company he should either qualify himself at once for his
duties, or resign his commission.
Company " B " Cavalry was inspected in its armory with even
better aggregate results than last year. There is a very general
good interest displayed, and further improvement is probable.
The Second Lieutenant of this Company also requested to be
excused from drilling by card for the same reason as in Company
'' A." and the same remarks apply. An officer who realizes his
unfitness for his duties should not put himself in position for such
criticisms as these. This company should be provided with new
pants at once, and some repairs are needed on dress-coats.
Prize-drills were observed in Company "A," First Regiment,
and ''K" of the Third. A gold badge was awarded in each
case to the man who should appear to be the best drilled in the
manual of arms, the successful contestants being Private Frank H.
Young in Company "'A," First Regiment (Dover), and First
Sergeant James B. Fernald in Company " K," Third Regiment
(Laconia) . I would renew my recommendation of last year, that
all comj)any commanders institute such competition as the easiest
means of gaining that accurate and familiar knowledge of the
complete m;inual which is so desirable.
It is deemed to be worthy of record that in the drills following
the several inspections, no errors were noted against the follow-
ing named officers : Second Lieutenant R. M. Scammon, Co.
I
" D," First Regiment (Exeter) ; First Lieutenant Fred. A.
Faulkner, Co. '' H," Second Regiment (Keene) ; First Lieuten-
jt ant Chas. D. Todd, Co. "C" (Concord), and Second Lieuten-
I
ant Fred. R. Oilman, Co. "K" (Laconia), of the Third Regi-
ment.
The condition of Company "C," Second Regiment, is exceed-
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ingly unsatisfactory^ as will appear hy the tabulated statement.
Of the aggregate attendance of twenty-four at inspection, seven-
teen were residents of AVinchester, only seven of Hinsdale.
Very little comprehension of military duties seemed to exist, and
the results were not at all creditable. I recommend its immedi-
ate disbandment, or transfer of the station of the company to
Winchester, though douliting the permanent support here of a
good organization.
Company "F," First Regiment, hardly comes up to the stand-
ard desired, and the advisability of continuing its organization,
where it is so difficult to excite and maintain the proper degree
of interest, seems to me doubtful.
Company '•' E," Second Regiment, has a small sum of credits
through a variety of causes, but it is believed that its record
will be much improved in the near future.
Company '' E," Third Regiment, did not pass as creditable
an inspection as was looked for, due to lack of interest, I think ;
but indications of a revival appear, which it is hoped will prove
effective for much good.
It is with great pleasure that I call attention to the remark-
able improvement made in Company '"B," First Regiment,
during the past year. Its proficiency in the school of the com-
pany, in the manual and ba3'onet exercise, is extremely com-
mendable, and, though not entirely free from errors, shows
great persistency and care in drill. I regret that the percentage
of attendance and condition of records operated to reduce its
total of credits in the table of comparative standing.
It will be observed that Company " G," of the Second Regi-
ment, has credit for excellence under ever}'^ heading, besides the
maximum of attendance, which places it at the head of the list,
a distinction of which its members may well be proud.
Companies "F" of the Second, and "K," Third Regiment,
are in equally good condition, but lost each a point in attend-
ance, both of which were unavoidable.
Company " G," Third Regiment, was excellent throughout,
also, but loses two points by absences, one of which was " with-
out leave."
It was my good fortune to be present at the officers' school of
instruction in Manchester, convened by order fiom brigade
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head-quarters. Captain and Hrevet Major E. C. Woodruff,
Twelfth U. S. Infantry, was present by order of the war depart-
ment upon the request of the brigade commander for the detail
of an officer, and acted as instructor. His valuable services
were well supi)lemented by the interest and desire evinced by
the officers i)resent to profit by the advantages thus offered of
gaining from an officer of the regular army as much as possible
of that large fund of information almost as useful as the tactics
themselves, known as "customs of the service," besides many
points in the interpretation of tactics in which army usage serves
as our guide. All who were present are indebted to Major
Woodruff for his kindly consideration and untiring efforts, and it
is to be regretted that all did not avail themselves of the privilege.
Target practice as yet has received no systematic attention
whatever. Several companies have had " an annual shoot,"
providing their own ammunition. A very few have done more.
No further suggestion should need be made from this depart-
ment as to the duty of the state in this matter, and yet there
seems to be little appreciation of the fact that without this
knowledge of the use of arms, for which the}' are fundamentally
intended, our National Guard is given to understand that the
state is satisfied with holiday soldiers, any of whom may be per-
fect in the routine of review, inauguration parade, or all the
prescribed camp duties, but who, when the supreme moment of
danger comes, have little more knowledge of this use of their
arms than as though they had never been in the service. This
is a matter in which the state is doing injustice to those who
have pledged her their service should duty call, by withholding
provision for its reasonable development, and places her in very
unfavorable comparison with her immediate neighbors, the most
of whom have already attained to very satisfactory results in
this direction.
Another branch of instruction, on which I regret not being
able to report more favorabl3^ is skirmish drill. Several com-
panies are considerably proficient in it, but all should be equally
so. This is undoubtedly of more real value and importance for
the actual service of the future than are the favorite close-order
mancxnivres now so carefully taught, and in the execution of
which so nmch pride is taken. It is not intended to detract
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from the care bestowed on attaining this perfeetiou, for accuracy
is desirable in every prescribed detail : but the point is, that we
should not neglect the useful, as it is developed by the progress
of events, for the sake of that which is rapidly becoming only
ornamental. It is hoped that some means will be taken during
the present summer, when weather and comfort favor out-door
drills, to encourage this branch of duty, a matter within the
province of regimental commanders, and which should be given
out as to be called for at every encampment.
I find that in several organizations no instruction whatever
has been given during the year in guard duty. It must be ap-
preciated by every captain that this is necessary' before going to
camp, and it is hoped that no such criticisms will need be made
on this point at any future time as have been found in previous
reports.
Signalling has received no particular attention as yet beyond
what has V>een mentioned hitheito.
I must repeat my recommendations in previous reports for the
organization of a board for the examination of officers. There '
can be but one opinion as to the value of such a system among
|
those who desire the highest progress and efficiency of the service. ,
I can but reiterate my previously expressed opinion, that a
brief and simple code of regulations would do much towards i
that interpretation of the law and '-customs of the service' i
which is so necessary in order to insure uniformity of action in
all cases. This is a matter already within the province of the ,
Commander-in-Chief, the execution of which would do much |
towards the instruction of all in little details, where now every-
thing is more or less at random.
Attention is again lespectfuUy called to the importance of a
state camp ground. It should be so far away from centres of
attraction that there would be no particular incentive for men to
be out of camp, should be provided with store-house for the
keeping of camp equipage of all descriptions, permanent guard
house and stables, an ample supply of good water, ranges for
systematic target jjractice. siege and mortar batteries (the
ordnance for which the War Department would undoubtedly
furnish readily), and other conveniences as the needs of the ser-
vice shall demonstrate them. The question of economy needi
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hardly be considered on either side, but the matter of convenience
and general utility should determine it without further delay.
Much has been said in preceding pages which it would have
been jileasanter to have left unsaid, partly from personal rea-
sons, and partly from pride in our state, which is more or less
rutiied by some comparisons which will be brought out by other
states. I am well aware that the militia of the most of our
neighboring states have been in the line of improvement a long-
er time than we have been. I am also aware that the tinaucial
encouragement given by their respective legislatures is in a
larger ratio than is bestowed upon us. Our materiaL however,
is of the best, otlicers and men are not only willing but zealous,
generally, in the performance of duties, and with such condi-
tions it is not unreasonable to cherish a high ideal sure to follow
from faithful ettorts. In the infantry arm. I look foi" men well
versed in elementary tactics, in the school of the company and
battalion, in guard and camp duties, in target practice, and all
matters of courtesies and discipline. In the artillery, besides
the service of the piece, there will be familiarity with the care
and use of horses, the preparation and use of fuses and tixed
ammunition, field artillery target practice, service with reduced
numbers, and also a ceitain jiortion of the active force versed
in the use of siege and sea-coast batteries. The cavalry ideal
presents men familiar with their horses and able to govern them,
acquainted with calls and commands by the bugle, versed in the
use of the carbine and expert as marksmen with it, able to man-
oeuvre dismounted as well as can the infantry, familiar with
orderly, guard, and picket duty. Field-music will be found able
to do regular service in the ranks, familiar with the use of the
rifle and spade should occasion require. Staff and non-com-
missioned statT otiieers efhcieut in their particular duties, appoint-
ed for service and not through compliment, able to relieve com-
manders of details and to intelligently and judiciously carr}' out
their instructions. Ideal olticers of the line are men of intelli-
gence and gentlemanly instincts, conversant with all ceremonies,
perfectly familiar with ever}^ detail of drills through battalion
and brigade, able to assume superior conuuand should occasion
require, well versed in the law and '• customs of the service,"
\ and able to direct the care and sustenance of the men in service
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in the field. Field officers and those of high command first com-
petent, then alive to the execution of the multitude of details
which must receive attention to insure the confidence, active
interest, and harmonious action of all parts of the command.
The ideal force is independent of political influences, knows
onl}' duty without taint of policy, and is so faithful in lalwrs and
fruitful in results as to command the respect and attention of
the people and of legislators.
In view of the benefit to companies from the personal over-
sight of regimental commanders, I think the state should at
least allow actual travelling expenses to the colonels, or, in their
absence, to the field-officers designated by them who accompany
the Inspector at the annual armory inspections.
Col. Hall accompanied me at the inspection of the Manchester
and Candia companies of his command, and Major Abbott at
the remaining companies of the First Regiment. Col. White
attended all but one of the Second Regiment inspections, Lieut.
Col. Copp the other, and Col. Patterson that of all his compa-
nies, as usual.
Medical inspections were made in all where needed, excepting
in Company "A," Cavalry.
In closing, I desire to express to all with whom my official
duties of years past have brought me in contact my grateful
appreciation of the marked courtesy and kindness witli which
my efforts have been received, as well as for the many pleasant
personal attentions shown me ; and especially do I render this
tribute to yourself, assuring you of the highest satisfaction
among those who realize the abiding good coming to the state
from your faithful efforts, and desiring to bespeak for you the
need and justice of more substantial recognition from the state
for your services than is now granted, to deny which is to de-
clare that slip-shod methods are as acceptable as the most pains-
taking, faithful, and systematic.
I desire, also, to render grateful tribute through you to the
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The Driix-Cards used at the Inspection were as follows :
Card No. 1.
1. Form single rank.
2. Right slioulder ; carry
;
present ; carry ; secure ; carrry ; reverse
;
left revei'se ; reverse ; carry ; fix bayonets ; order ; inspection ; order ;.
unfix bayonets ; carry.
3. Form column of fours to the front.
4. Form line to the front in double rank.
5. Form column of fours.
6. March the column of fours to the rear.
7. Oblique to the riglit or left, and halt.
8. Form line towards the file-closers.
Card No. 2.
1. Open ranks; face front rank to the rear.
2. Present; carry; right shoulder; carry; support; right shoulder;.
carry ; secure ; cari-\- ; rest on ; carry ; reverse ; carry.
3. Close ranks ; oblique firings.
4. INIarch by the flank in column of fours, and halt.
5. Put column in march and change direction at same time.
6. Form line to the right or left and move forward.
7. Wheel about by fours and continue the march.
8. Oblique in line, halt and dress.
Card No. 3.
1. Order; carry; present; carry; load; carry; ready; aim; recover;.
carry; fire kneeling; cease firing ; rise.
2. March in line and halt.
3. March backward.
4. Face the line to the rear (by fours), and march it to the rear.
5. Form column of fours.
6. Change file-closers to the other flank.
7. Form column of twos.
8. Form line to the right or left.
Card No. 4.
1. Form colunui of fours to the IVout.
2. Form line on right or left in .single rank.
3. Order
;
parade rest ; attention ; fix bayonets ; order ; inspection
order ; stack ; take ; unfi.x bayonets ; carry ; support ; carry.
47
4. Form double rank.
5. Form column of twos.
6. Form column of fours.
7. March the column of fours to the rear.
8. Form line on the right or left.
Card No. 6.
1. Load; carry; ready; aim; recover; ready; aim; fire; carry; oblique
firings ; direct and oblique firings kneeling ; cease firing ; rise ; draw
cartridge.
2. Form column of fours by the flank. /
3. Change step twice.
4. Form line to the right or left.
5. Short step ; mark time, and halt.
6. Form single rank.
7. Form column of fours and close to double rank distance.
8. Form line to the front.
Card No. 6.
1. Align by file to the front.
2. Obli(jue to the right or left and move forward.
3. March by the flank in column of fours.
4. Form single rank, then form line.
6. Present; carry; right shoulder; carry; arms port; open chamber;
close chamber ; carry ; secure ; carry ; trail ; carry ; reverse ; carry.
6. Form column of fours, then form line on right or left in double rank.





Support ; right shoulder ; support ; carry ; order ; parade rest ; atten-
tion
;
fix bayonets : order ; stack ; take ; carry ; charge ; carry
;
unfix ; carry.
2. AVheel the company and halt.
o. Face tlie line to the rear (by facing), march it to the rear, then face
to the front and halt.
4. Wheel in circle, halt, and align to the rear.
5. Forui column of iburs to the front Irom the left.
6. Form colunm of files.
7. Form coliunn of fours.
8. Form line to the front.
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Card No. 8.
1. Fire by file ; by rank, direct and oblique; cease firing; order; fix
bayonets ; order ; stack ; take ; carry ; present ; carry ; right shoul-
der ; support ; carry ; unfix ; carry.
2. Side step; facings (to the right, left, and rear),
3. Form column of fours, then form single rank.
4. Form double rank.
6. Form line to the front in single rank.
6. Form double rank.
7. Form column of fours, oblique, and resume the direct march.
8. Form line on the right or left.
REPORT OF BRIGADE COMMA!(DER.
Head-Quarters 1st Brigade N. H. N. G.,
Concord, Oct. 31, 1882.
Ma.tor-General a. D. Ayling,
Adjutant - General
:
Sir : I have the honor to report that in compUance with Gen-
eral Orders No. 7, dated A. G. O., Concord, Aug. 14, 1882,
the First Brigade, with the exception of Company B, Cavalry,
went into camp in Concord, on Monday, Sept. 25, for five days'
duty.
The State Agricultural Fair, having been held upon the same
ground the previous week, followed by a heavy rain-storm,
which continued until Sunday afternoon, the debris had not been
fully removed when the troops entered camp, and considerable
time was necessarily taken in putting the grounds in order, po-
licing, &c., which it had been agreed should be done by parties
holding a lease of the property.
The grand-stand and several buildings, fence, trees, &c.,
having been removed, greatly improved the appearance of the
camp, and the stalls and pens upon the north and south ends of
the grounds were available for horses of the brigade.
Fair weather prevailed on Monday, and the soil being light,
the dampness soon disappeared, and by Tuesday forenoon the
camp presented a tidy appearance.
The weather continued pleasant during the encampment; and
although the nights were cool, the health of the troops was re-
markably good, there being scarcely an}' sickness reported, and
4
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the brigade hospital tent was without any patient during the
encampment.
Camp was laid out facing the west, the three regiments of
infantry and first battery being in line, with Company A, Cav-
alry, upon the left flank facing the north. Brigade head-quar-
ters were established in nearly the same place as last year.
The following was the routine of daily duty during the five
days, except as varied upon review-day and other times when
found necessary :
Reveille and roll-call, . . . . . . 6:00 a.m.
Police-call, 6 : 15 "
Surgeon's call, 6 : 30 "
Breakfast, 7 : 00 "
First sergeant's call, . . . . . . 7 : 45 "
Adjutant's call (brigade guard mounting), . 8:15 "
Orderly hours, . . . . . . . 9 : 15 "
Drill, 9:30 ''
Recall, 11:30 "
Dinner, . . . . . . . . 12 :00 m.
Drill 2 : 00 p. m.
Recall, 4:00 "
Dress parade and retreat, . . . . . 5 : 00 "
Supper, (kOO "
Tattoo and roll-call, 10 : 00 "
Taps, • . . 10:30 "
Camp duties were generally taken up promptly by the differ-
ent organizations, and faithful service cheerfully rendered dur-
ing the encampment.
A brigade guard, consisting of two commissioned officers, five
non-commissioned officers, two musicians, and sixty-four pri-
vates, was mounted daily under direction of Maj. William H.
Cheever, A. I. Ci., and Capt. D. B. Donovan, A. D. C, of my
staff, generally in a satisfactory manner.
Guard duty was not so well performed as it should have been,
and there was much room for criticism, as well of some of the
conmiissioned officers as the non-commissioned officers and pri-
vates. But it cannot be expected that this very difficult duty
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will be done in a perfectly satisfactory manner while in camp,
at least until more attention is given to its theory and practice
by company commanders in their armories ; and I wish to im-
press the importance of this matter upon all company officers,
in order that when the troops enter camp this duty may be per-
formed more intelligently and efficiently.
Instructions were given the officers of the day each morning
and at other times, but in some instances they were not properly
observed, and the sentinels in many cases did not receive neces-
sary and proper instructions from the officers of the guard.
The inspection and drill by card, as required by Brig. Gen.
Elbert Wheeler, inspector-general, necessarily consumed much
time ; consequently the drill each day was by company and bat-
talion, the limited grounds available also rendering it well-nigh
impossible to execute brigade movements.
The brigade was reviewed by Gov. Bell, accompanied by his
staff, Capt. Bradley, 20th United States infantry, and other
officers, on Thursday afternoon.
Gov. Bell expressed himself as very highly pleased with the
fine soldierly appearance of the brigade, and the manner in
which it executed the movements of review. Other officers of
our own state, and also from Massachusetts, spoke in high com-
mendation of the appearance of the brigade. I consider the
review a credit to any volunteer organization.
Some delay in formation of brigade line was caused by reason
of the governor's not being provided with a carriage—by whose
fault I am unable to say.
By request of an officer of the governer's staff, I dispatched
a staff officer to the city with instructions to pi-ocure a carriage
as soon as possible, and it was necessary that he should ride
through camp at a rapid gait.
It has been asserted that commanding officers of regiments
should join the reviewing officer while their regiments are pass-
ing in review.
I have consulted some of the best authorities in the United
States army, and their decision is that commanding officers
should renuxin at the head of their regiments.
I feel it niy duty to refer to the great and inexcusable lack of
military courtesy, not only upon the part of enlisted men, but
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also by many commissioned officers, which elicited much un-
favorable comment from visiting officers from abroad and oth-
ers.
In my belief, this would not have occurred so frequently by
enlisted men had they received proper instructions from their
commanding officers, and was in consequence of ignorance in
regard to military etiquette, rather than any disposition to vio-
late any of the com-tesies required by militar}^ usage.
Some progress has been made in the signal service, as in use
by the United States army.
Major Newell, surgeon of the First Regiment, with a small
detail from the same regiment, gave an exhibition of their pro-
ficiency, both by day and night, eliciting much praise.
I am informed that Adj. Gen. Ayling has the necessary out-
fits for the second and third regiments, which may be drawn
upon proper requisition ; and I would recommend that details be
made from these regiments to give attention to this important
branch of the service.
I consider this encampment a very successful one, and think
that marked improvement has been made.
Some of the companies came into camp with full ranks, while
others were quite small, in many cases attributable, no doubt, to
the refusal of employers to excuse men from their workshops
and other places of employment.
It affords me pleasure to testify m}^ appreciation of the cheer-
ful and faithful manner in which the officers and men compris-
ing the First Brigade performed their duties during the entire
encampment.
The three regimental bands furnished music of a superior
quality, adding much to the interest of all the ceremonies, as
well as other duties of the camp.
We were favored during three days of the encampment with
the presence of Capt. Charles O. Bradley, 20th United States
Infantry, who was present in a semi-official capacity, from whom
many timely suggestions were received.
Many other visiting officers were present at different times
during the encampment, showing their interest by their presence
and close observation of ceremonies and drills.
I would respectfully recommend that at the next session of
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the legislature some action be taken in regard to procuring a
state camp-ground, as has been done in Massachusetts and
other states, and thus avoid the difficulties and expense incident
to procuring the use of grounds every year.
The following is a tabulated statement of attendance at en-
campment :
Organization.













































REPORT OF CAPT. C. 0. BRADLEY.
Fort Reno, I. T., November 22, 1882.
The Adjutant-General, U. S. Army,
Wasliingtoyi^ D. C.
Sir : I have the honor to I'eport that, in compliance with the
request of the Adjutant-General, state of New Hampshire, and
the permission given me by the war department to j)erform this
duty, and in connection with General Wheeler, the state inspec-
tor, I made an inspection of the state troops at their annual
encampment, September 26, 27, and 28, and the following is the
result of my observations. As a i)reliminary, I will give a brief
sketch of the national guard system of the state.
New Hampshire, with no large centres of population, is from
necessity obliged to recruit its battalions over an extended ter-
ritory, and it is only at an annual encampment, or some more
than ordinary occasion, that the battalions become an organ-
ization. In fact, these companies that are located in small man-
ufacturing or agricultural communities have a scattered mem-
bership, and it is doubtless with much sacrifice that the imperative
necessity of personal attendance at the drills of the company
can be met. A few minutes' reflection will convince one that
under such circumstances an efficient military system must be
the result of much personal inconvenience and earnest applica-
tion, intelligently a[)plied.
The present establishment dates from June of 1878, and con-
sists of three regiments of infanti-y, of eight companies each ;
two troops of cavalry, and a battery of artillery of four pieces.
Since the date of organization there have been two camps of
instructions bv battalions, and two bv brigade.
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The maximum force allowed by law is,
—
Infantry, 99 officers and 1.407 enlisted men
;
Artillery, 4 officers and 68 enlisted men
;
Cavalry, 6 officers and 110 enlisted men;
which^ with the staff, gives a total of 118 officers and 1,587 en-
listed men. The term of service required by the state is " five
years."
On the twenty-fifth of September the brigade entered upon its
second encampment. The consolidated morning report for Sep-
tember 28 shows, present and absent,—officers, 110; enlisted
men, 1,201
;
present for duty,—officers, 102 ; enlisted men, 902.
This may be considered the daily attendance during the en-
campment. The selection of the grounds for the encampment
was unfortunate, located as it was upon the " state fair
ground." Its circumscribed area would not admit of a properly
laid out camp. The space was also far too limited for the
man(puvres of a brigade : then the grounds were littered with
the debris of a cattle show held the week previous, which had to
be removed by labor of troops—a work that made a serious
inroad upon the time that should have been devoted to military
exercises. However, the camp was one of hard work, and a
creditable amount of battalion and comi)any drill was accom-
plished.
The men were clothed in a substantial uniform of dark blue,
with slight variations in the trimming of the different battalions,
with perhaps a tritle excess of ornamentation in the way of
shoulder-knots, etc. ; overcoats of the familiar army pattern.
Arms, the Springfield rifle, with triangular bayonet, and were
evidently well taken care of ; belts and cartridge-boxes in but
fair condition. The policing of the camp, as a rule, was very
good. The guard duty, as first performed at the encampment,
was open to criticism. I am well aware that the average citizen
cannot be expected to don his uniform, and simply by so doing
march upon guard and become an efficient sentinel. Guard
duty cannot be well performed unless the sentinel has a knowl-
edge of the duties required of him. This instruction can be
required at the armory, preparing the soldier for the duty before
him.
During the encampment, the drills, as a rule, were by battal-
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ion, and I observed with i)lcasnre a marked improvement in the
battalions at each succeeding drill. It is to be regretted that in
battalion drills the companies were not equalized, but, as cap-
tains of popular companies objected to the loss of a few files to
make up the quota of less fortunate ones, it was not done—an
objection that should not be entertained, as both officers and
men were there for instructions, and not for dress parade alone.
I observed, during the latter days of the encampment, men with
the necessary equipments of a signal corps, and learned upon
inquir}^ that a corps had been organized in the brigade, but of
its efficiency I am unable to report.
In making my inspection, especial attention was given to the
infantry battalions. Of tlie artillery and cavalry, little criticism
can be made. The troops of cavalry made as good an appear-
ance as an untrained mount would admit. In the battery, both
officers and men seemed to have a good knowledge of their
branch of the service. In the manual of the piece, a creditable
display of snap and action was ol)served. The artillery was
furnished with untrained animals, therefore could not expect
much celerity in the school of the battery.
Perhaps one of the most interesting features of the encamp-
ment was a series of battalion drills, instituted by the state in-
spector, General Wheeler, a graduate of the military academy,
and late of the 1st Artillery, U. S. A., and doubtless to whose
criticism the state is in a great measure indebted for the present
efficient condition of its national guard. General Wheeler's
system was calculated to test the knowledge of the battalion
commanders in battalion drill, also their ability to apply this
knowledge in a practical way ;—a series of cards, ten in num-
ber, upon which was printed all the battalion movements in Up-
ton's tactics. The movements on each card were not in sequence,
but taken at random—ten movements upon each card. The
battalions being in line, the senior field officer draws a card, and
then causes his battalion to execute the movements upon his
card. All the field officers are required to drill the battalion in
the same way,—a severe test,—and it is but natural that many
mistakes were made ; but it was, however, a most excellent
school for both officers and battalions, as it was manifest that
both field and line officers had studied the tactics.
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This system also extends to company movements, and is used
at the armory inspections.
In conclusion, I feel it but just to state that I consider the
men comprising the national guard of the state of New Hamp-
shire most excellent material for soldiers, of good physique, re-
spectful, attentive to instructions. Both officers and men seemed
desirous of becoming proficient in the art they, as citizen sol-
diers, had assumed. Mistakes were numerous ; but the blunders
made were of that nature that time, experience, and the same
degree of patient hard work as was displayed at the last en-
campment will give New Hampshire a body of trained men that
would do honor to any state. "There was much to criticise,
but more to commend."
In closing this report, I desire to express my appreciation of
the courtesies extended to me by His Excellency the Governor,
Major-General Ayling and Brigadier-General A¥heeler of his
staff ; the Brigade Commander, General Clough, Colonel Stan-
iels and Captain Donovan of his staff ; also the other officers
•with whom my official duties brought me in contact.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
[Signed] CHAS. O. BRADLEY,
Cajitain 20th U. S. Infantry.
REPORT OF COL. E. G. STEVENS.
Clinton, Mass., September 30, 1882.
To Brigadiek-General Morris Schaff, Inspector-General,
M. V. M., Pittsfield:
Sir : I have the honor to report that, in compliance with your
verbal instructions, and in company with Colonel Samuel Dal-
ton, Inspector of Ordnance, M. V. M., I visited the encamp-
ment of the New Hampshire National Guard, at Concord, N.
H., on Thursday, September 2H, 1882.
The camp was located on the state fair-grounds, east of and
separated from the city of Concord l)y the Merrimack river.
The force consisted of three regiments of infantry, one four-
gun battery of artillery •. and one company of cavalry- The in-
fantry and artillery were encamped in line essentially as pre-
scribed in tactics. The quarters were inside a high board fence
which surrounds the grounds, the cook-houses, mess-tents, and
sinks on the outside of the fence in rear of the quarters, and
readied through openings cut in the fence for tlie purpose.
The cavalry were located slightly in advance, on the left
flank of the artillery.
Brigade head-quarters were arranged in a semi-circle under
some large pine trees facing the infantry camp, and in front
and to the left of the cavahy camp.
The guard occupied a small frame building near the entrance
to the grounds, in advance and on the right flank of the infan-
try.
The ground was level, and well adapted for camping and drill
purposes.
The horses employed in the brigade found ample stabling in
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the permanent stables belonging to the grounds, and arranged
against the fence before mentioned.
Wall-tents in sufficient numl)ers were issued to both officers
and men.
Water was brought into the camp in large water carts, and
stored for use in casks at the head of the company streets and
in the cook-houses.
Food was supplied by caterers, or other parties with whom
the companies had contracted. The two Keene companies had
united forces, owning their mess-tent and kitchen and mess
furniture. The catering was placed in charge of a committee,
who procured the necessar}^ supplies, hired cooks, and per-
sonalh' supervised the preparation and serving of the meals.
Their establishment was in excellent condition, and deserves the
highest praise for cleanliness and methodical management.
The infantry are uniformed, except as to head covering, in
light blue trousers and dark blue cut-away coats, with buff fac-
ings, and three rows of brass buttons.
The first regiment wear the regulation helmet ; the second, a
peculiar Astrachau hat. with blue and white feather plumes ; the
third wear black shakos, with scarlet pompons.
The artillery were uniformed in dark blue, scarlet trimmings,
and the regulation helmet.
The cavalry wore the regulation uniform, with yellow leather
belts.
The arms and remaining equipments were similar to those in
use in Massachusetts. Rifle practice receives little attention.
To promote a thorough knowledge of battalion movements,
the inspector-general has adopted the card system, as follows :
Ten cards are prepared, having printed on each ten battalion
movements, designated by the tactical title. The regiment hav-
ing been formed for drill, an officer draws one of the cards, and
forthwith causes the regiment to execute the movements called
for. Meanwhile the inspector takes note of all errors and
points demanding attention. One card having beoi exhausted,
a second officer draws a second, and drills the regiment as before
mentioned. On the evening succeeding the drill, tlie officers are
assembled, and the inspector calls attention to such mistakes as
were made, and makes all necessary explanations.
()1
At the review in honor of His Excellency Governor Bell, the
troops were very steady, and, notwithstanding the limited space
afforded for a review in line, made an excellent passage.
To his excellency the governor, to the adjutant-general, in-
spector-general, and other members of the staff, I am indebted
for^many courtesies and kind attentions.
I have the honor to be, General,
Very respectfully.
Your obedient servant,
[Signed] EDWARD G. STEVENS,
Colonel and Asst. Inspector-Geyieral, M. V. M.

REPORT OF COL. PATTERSON.
Head-Quarters Third Regiment N. H. National Guard,
Concord, June '2Cy, 1882.
Major-General a. D. Ayling,
Adjutant-General :
—
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
excursion of this command to New York, Memorial Day, May
30, 1882.
Believing that something more than the ordinary work required
of volunteer militia by the state would be of value to this regi-
ment, in December, 1881, I called a meeting of my officers at
their head-quarters, to lay before them a plan for an excursion
for the whole regiment. The meeting was well attended, and
much enthusiasm was shown in the matter. We did not fail to
recognize the fact that our eight companies were wideW scat-
tered, one being one hundred and thirty-five miles from head-
quarters, and that much hard work in drill and in the raising of
funds must come upon every officer and man in the regiment.
We finally decided in favor of New York city. Memorial Day,
May 30.
The regiment left Concord Monday, May 29, at 3.30 p. m.,
for Fall River, on a special train consisting of six passenger and
two baggage cars, one of the latter being used for horses.
The command numbered three hundred strong, officers and
men, and was accompanied by our regimental band, twenty-five
pieces, Henri G. Blaisdell, Baud-master. The following gentle-
men were honorary meml)ers of the staff: Col. J. E. Pecker,
Col. Geo. H. Stowell, Major C. F. Hildreth, Capt. C. A. Ja-
quith, Capt. G. B. Johnson, and Capt. S. B. Whitteraore.
Accompanying us as guests were PLx-Gov. Natt Head, Hon.
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S. W. Hale, Hon. E. J. Tenney, Rev. D. C. Roberts, P. B.
Cogswell, Esq. (of the Concord Monitor), General Elbert
Wheeler (Inspector-General) , General J. M. Clough (command-
ing first brigade). Major Wm. R. Patten, Captain Geo. W.
Nichols, and Captain p]. G. Stark, the last three being of the
brigade staff.
Permission was ol)tained from the proper authorities to leave
New Hampshire, for passing through Massachusetts, and enter-
ing the state of New York. The arrangements for transporta-
tion over the Concord and the Old Colony railroads were liberal
and entirely satisfactory, while we had fine accommodations on
the magnificent steamer Bristol, which were all made through
Mr. George L. Conner, General Passenger Agent of the Old
Colony line, au officer of experience and high executive ability.
We arrived in New York city Tuesday morning, taking the
Elevated Railroad for 50th street, where we were received by the
Twelfth Regiment, Col. S. V. R. Cruger, and escorted to our po-
sition in the First Brigade, 1st Division N. G. S. N. Y., Major-
General Alexander Shaler commanding. The division was also
accompanied by U. S. and New Jersey troops, all acting as es-
cort to the Grand Army Posts of New York city. The weather
was cool and delightful. The march, taken up at 9.30 a. m.,
was down Broadway ; and at 25th street and Fifth avenue the line
vras reviewed by the President and members of his cabinet,
General Grant, and many other distinguished men of our country.
The parade ended at Canal street, when the Twelfth Regi-
ment escorted us to our quarters at the Metropolitan hotel,
Broadway.
During the evening the ofificers were given seats upon the
stage at the Academy of Music, where the exercises of the da}'
were brought to a close. General James McQuade presided,
and Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll delivered an eloquent oration.
AVednesday, May 31, through the generosity of Hon. Austin
Corbin (a native of New Hampshire), the whole command was
invited to visit Coney Island. The trip was greatly enjoyed by
all.
At 3.30 p. M. line was formed for our return. The route
was down Broadway, and at City Hall park the regiment was
reviewed by his honor the mayor. The march was continued
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to Pier 40, North River, where the troops embarked on the
steamer Providence. We arrived in Concord at 12 m., Thurs-
day, June 1. Not a man was sick ; no accident occurred ; and
the behavior of the men was admirable in every respect. They
received many merited compliments, one being from President
Arthur. Our quarters at the Metropolitan hotel were first-class,
and the stay there was greatly enjoyed.
Not a dollar of indebtedness was contracted that was not
promptly paid ; and I am convinced that the excursion was one
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NEW HAMPSHIRE NATIOI^AL GUARD.
His Excellency CHARLES H. BELL, Governor and Commander-in-Chief.





Name. Rank. Residence. Date of
Commission.
Joseph M. Clough
RufusP. Staniels, Asst. Adjutant-General.
Daniel B. Donovan, Asst. Inspect.-General
James B. Sturgis, Medical Director
Wm. R. Patten, Judge Advocate
George "W. Nichols, Quartermaster
Henry L. Harris, Commissary
Edson G. Stark, Aide-de-Camp


































John B. Hall i Colonel...











George E. Hastings, Quartermaster
John N. Baker, Paymaster
Henry E. Newell, Surgeon
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Name. Rank. Residence. Date of
Coiumisston.
Daniel M. Wliite ,
Elbridge .J. Copp
Fred Barker
George W. Gould, Adjutant
Lewis P. Wilsou, Quartermaster
Jacob B. Wliittemore, Paymaster
John H. Cutler, Surgeon
Wm. R. Dunham, Assistant Surgeon.
.

















































































James E. Randlett, Adjutant
Daniel H. Gienty, Quartermaster
John T. Batcholder, Paymaster
George Cook, Surgeon
Charles R. Walker, Assistant Surgeon..




































First Lieut. I New London.



































































































































Col., Ass't Adj't Gen.
Maj., Ass't Insp. Gen.
Date of
Discharge.
April 29, 1879 July 5, 1882 Resigned.














John G. Lovejoy . . . .
.
Moses Germain








2d Lieut. Co. A....
1st Lieut. Co. B....
1st Lieut. Co. C...
2d Lieut. Co. C . . .
.
Capt. Co. D
2d Lieut. Co. D...,
2d Lieut. Co.D. ..
1st Lieut. Co. E
2d Lieut. Co. E . .
.
2d Lieut. Co. E .
Capt. Co. E
1st Lieut. Co. E...
Capt. Co. F
Capt. Co. H
1st Lieut. Co. H .
.
1st Lieut. Co. H ..
l9t Lieut. Co. K ..

















































































COMMISSIONS ISSUED.-FIRST REGIMENT Concluded.
Name.
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The following cities and towns have failed to report enrolment,
as required by chapter 95, section 1, General Laws
:
ROCKINGHAM COUNTY.
Salem, Sandown, Candia, Epping, Hampton, Hampton Falls,






Albany. Ossipee, Bartlett, Chatham, Effingham, Tuftonbor-
ough.
MERRIMACK COUNTY.






Alexandria, Benton, Lyman, Lyme, Lincoln.
COOS COUNTY.
Berlin, Colebrook, Northumberland, Jefferson, Shelburne,




NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PRISON,
TOGETHER WITH THE
REPORTS OF THE CHAPLAIN AND PHYSICIAN,
JUNE, 1883
CONCORD, N. H. :















F. J. SANBORN. J. B. GREATON.
F. B. SARGENT. N. W. McMURPHY.
M. B. SMART.
GUARDS.
DAVID SANBORN. W. H. STEVENSON.
DAVID L. HOBBS. ELLSWORTH COMINGS.




J. L. JONES. N. B. FRENCH.

WARDEN'S REPOIiT.
To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council:
Gentlemen :—I have the honor to submit the following report
of the management of the state prison for the year ending April
30, 1883.
The whole number of convicts is 121—120 males and 1 female :
a loss of 11 since my last report.
The general management of the prison has remained un-
changed. The high standard of discipline that has character-
ized this institution in years past has been fully maintained, and
a generally cheerful compliance with the rules and regulations
has prevailed among the prisoners. No "strikes," "insurrec-
tions," or concei'ted opposition to the established regime of the
institution have occurred ; no escape or attempt to escape has
been made during the year ; and no escape has been made from
the prison during the past thirteen years.
The general health of the prisoners has been good,—better
than last year,—and we have had fewer deaths than for several
years. Four have died during the past year, for particulars of
which and a general statement of the sanitary condition of the
prison I respectfully refer you to the report of the physician.
For facts relating to the moral and religious results of the
year's labor, I invite your attention to the report of the chap-
lain.
From the report of the treasurer, it appears that the earnings
for the year have been $lG,84o.l9, and the expenses have been
$20,367.20, showing a balance against the prison of $3,522.01.
Although to be regretted, it is not unexpected,—the decrease
in number of prisoners, the additional expense for fuel occasion-
ed by the unusually long cold winter, and the very high price of
supplies, coml)ining to l)ring about this result. Unpleasant as it
6
is to be obliged to report this deficit, I ara conscious of its being
unavoidable, and that to prevent such a result I have not in any
way reduced the generous quantity or good quality of rations,
clothing, or other necessaries of health or comfort.
Several permanent improvements have also been made that
might properly be classed as extraordinary expenses, such as
iron fire-ladders placed on the main buildings, a new bread-
room in the prison kitchen, new mattrasses for the beds, etc.,
but which have been accounted for as part of the regular ex-
penses.
I desire to call your attention to some of the needed improve-
ments of the institution that I think it the duty of the legislature
to at least inquire into. We are very much in need of tenements
for those of our officers who have families, the house now occu-
pied by them being, in my opinion, a disgraceful part of the
prison property. A new stable is also very much to be desired,
and would add much to the good appearance of the prison sur-
roundings, and greatly to the convenience of the prison officials.
The one now in use is an old wooden structure, poorly adapted
to the wants of the prison.
I deem it time that something were done to permanently pro-
tect the grounds about the front of the prison with a good,
substantial fence, that shall correspond with the general neat
appearance of the prison, in place of the cheap affair that
answers that purpose now,—a cheap rail, already going to de-
cay, and which before another two years have passed will be in
a badly dilapidated condition. A new shed in the yard is also
one of the pressing needs of the prison. We have no place in
which we can even store a few cords of wood during our severe
and stormy winters.
Tables of statistics are annexed to this report.
I wish to express my appreciation of the cheerful manner in
which the several officers of the institution have performed their
duties.
To Your Excellency and the Honorable Councillors I would
return renewed and hearty thanks for your kind favor and indul-
gence.
FRANK S. DODGE, Warden.
Concord, May 1, 1883.
STATISTICS.
Whole uumber of convicts in prison May 1, 1882, .
Received from courts from May 1, 1882, to April 1,
1883
Whole number in prison during the year,










Between 20 and 30 years.
Between 30 and 40 years.






Claim to be temperate, .



























False entry in bank ledger,
False affidavit to obtain money,
Falsely personating another to obtain money,

























































Showing the number of convicts in the prison, committed, discharged,
pardoned, deceased, and escaped, in each year since the establish-
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COMMITTEE ON THE STATE PRISON.
To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council:
The penal department of the state government has been doing
its work during the past year efficiently and quietly, and your
committee entertain the opinion that the prison has never
achieved better results than it is doing at the present time.
The discipline has been of the same character as that described
in our last annual report. The conduct of five sixths of the
convicts has been quiet and obedient, and acts of insubordina-
tion and disorder have been confined to a few so depraved and
incorrigible as to be insensible to everything except punishment.
But no transgressions of an aggravated nature, calling for un-
usual severity, have occurred.
The health of the prisoners has been an improvement upon
that of the previous year, and the death rate less. One thing
only has come to the notice of your committee, which has an
injurious effect on the health of the inmates, and is of sufficient
importance to 'deserve special mention : we refer to the damp-
ness which gathers on the walls of the lower tier of cells in the
corridor, and renders not only the cell, but the bed, damp and
unfit for use, especially in the hot weather. We laid this mat-
ter before some of the members of the State Board of Health,
and were advised b}^ them, after a careful examination, that
this trouble is of a serious nature, and that efforts should be
immediately made to find a remedy.
2
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No difficulty has been experienced with the drainage of the
institution since it was repaired, and the other improvements
have continued to work satisfactorily. Experience has shown
the fact that the shop used for staining and varnishing fui'niture
affects the overseer of that shop very seriously, so much so that
it has been found necessary to employ five different men during
the past year ; and it is with the greatest difficulty that any one
can be induced to accept that position, although the compensa-
tion is much larger than for services in other positions which are
much more laborious. We have come to the conclusion that the
men now employed in the wooden shop should be removed to
the brick shops, and that the work of staining and varnishing
should be done outside the prison yard. For some reason,
which is not clearly understood, the workmen in this shop who
are in constant exercise suffer less than the overseer whose du-
ties require of him little exercise. In case the change above
suggested should be adopted, the state would save the expense
of the annual salary of the overseer of this shop, amounting to
five hundred dollars.
The balance sheet of the past year's accounts shows that the
institution has expended $3,522.01 more than its income. This
result will occasion no surprise to those familiar with the new
prison. Prior to the construction of the new buildings, the old
ones were crowded with convicts to overflowing, and it was a
wise calculation which laid out the present institution on a larger
scale, with capacity to meet the necessities of the state for many
years to come. The number of prisoners, however, has greatly
decreased, so that during the past year the average number has
not exceeded one hundred and twenty, lender the ])resent con-
tract, the state receives only fifty cents per day for the labor of
each convict, so that the income derived from the only available
source cannot possibly meet current expenses.* The expenses
are unavoidably much larger owing to the greatly enlarged scale
on which the new prison was erected. Circumstances, there-
fore, beyond the control of the warden, and no lack of jjrndent
management on his part, have brought about this unwelcome
showing. Efforts have been made by your committee during
the past year to effect an arrangement with the Attorney-Gen-
eral of the United States wherebv their convicts should be sent
19
to our prison with the intention of brinoing up the number of
prisoners to a basis on which the institution could earn a profit
to the state instead of incurring a debt. These efforts proved
unsuccessful for the reason that penitentiaries in other states
were willing to take such prisoners on terms so low that we
could not compete with them and make any profit out of it. In
this connection there are compensations which ought not to be
lost sight of by the government and people of the state. The
new prison secures for its inmates more spacious and comforta-
ble cells and beds, furnishes better light and ventilation, affords
better facilities for maintaining good order and discipline, and
teaches the fallen and degraded that respect for themselves is
an end worth striving for ; in a word, your committee believe
that the appointments and conduct of our prison are abreast of
the most enlightened thought and methods adopted by similar
institutions.
We desire to repeat and to emphasize the recommendations
contained in the report of the warden for additional permanent
improvements outside the prison proper. Two years of famil-
iarity with and close observation of the workings of the new
buildings have demonstrated to your committee that a wood-
shed in the prison yard, a stable with horse-sheds attached, and
two double-tenements for officers living outside the prison, are
not only much needed conveniences, but alisolute necessities
;
and it is strongly urged that the legislature should not allow its
coming session to pass without making appropriations for such
improvements. These, together with a suitable and substantial
fence to protect the grounds in front of the buildings, are all
the additions that will be needed.
It affords your committee much pleasure to state, in conclu-
sion, that the warden and his subordinate officers have shown
commendable efficiency and fidelity in the discharge of their
duties, and are worthy of the confidence and support of the state





Committee on State Prison.

TREASURER'S REPORT.
To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council
:
Gentlemen :—I have the honor respectfully to submit the
followiug report of the financial transactions ou account of the
New Hampshire State Prison for the fiscal year ending April
30, 1883:
RECEIPTS
Cash on hand May 1, 1882,
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The following are the earnings and expenses of the institu-
tion for the year ending April 30, 1883 :
EARNINGS.



















Total expenses for the year,




Assets, May 1, 1882.
Provisions, etc., ou hand, as per inventory.
Due from contractor for convict labor for montlis of
Marcli and April, 1882,
Cash ou hand. May 1, 1882, ....
Total assets, May 1, 1882, .
Assets, May 1, 1883.
Provisions, etc., on hand, as per inventory.
Due from contractor for convict labor
April, 1883,
Total assets, May 1, 1883,
Decrease in assets, .
Balance drawn from state treasurv.













Treasurer of State Prison,

CHAPLAIN'S REPORT.
To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council
:
Gentlemen :—Again I beg leave to present my annual report
of the department under my immediate care. In so doing
I shall be very likely to repeat much, in substance, at least, to
be found in my reports of former years.
THE SABBATH SERVICE
has been observed as heretofore, at 8.45 every Sabbath morn-
ing, in which much interest is manifested. The close attention
to whomsoever may address them is very marked in most of the
men. The many questions and criticisms that come out at my
personal visitations indicate a careful hearing of the word, and
it is no unusual thing to be picked up in some blunder in state-
ment or fact. No superficial work will do, for, though but few
men of culture are with us, there are some of the clearest heads
here to be found in commnuity. Our singing is a source of
pleasure, and I hope of profit. Prof. Jackman, as heretofore,
presides at the organ, and leads the singing, in which most of
the convicts join.
MY PERSONAL INTERCOURSE
with the men occupies the afternoon of each Sabbath, and it is
my purpose to see every man once each week and hold pei'-
sonal conversation with him. and visit the sick as often as cir-
cumstances seem to demand during the week.
THE LIBRARY
continues to be used very largely by the inmates, with, I doubt
not, much pleasurable relief, and I hope some profit. No ad-
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ditions have been made to the number of books since the exten-
sive improvements and revision of the catalogue upon removing
from the old prison, except the purchase of a very few volumes
to fill vacancies occasioned by the necessity of laying aside some
old books unfit for use. I have found it necessary to rebind
and otherwise repair a large number of volumes, and thus pre-
serve the library as a whole in a fair condition. I now find a
large number of the older books have need to be replaced by
new volumes of the same, and thus avoid the issuing of a new
catalogue for some time to come. It is also desirable to add a
few new volumes of recent publications, which, as a supplement,
<3an be added to our present catalogue. I have been able only
by the closest economy, and making most of the repairs myself,
to keep the expenditures within the appropriation made two
years ago.
Those who cannot read or write have such attention as I can
give, and very few leave us without being able to do both more
or less correctly. Occasionally, however, one comes to ns who
baffles our skill. He has no inclination to learn, and from
choice he goes out as ignorant as he came in. School-books,
especially arithmetics, and some smaller books for beginners, are
very much needed, but the condition of the funds at my dis-
posal have not permitted me to purchase them.
DISCHARGED PRISONERS
have received some attention, both by myself and the officers of
the Prisoners' Aid Society, of which Hon. Oliver Pillsbury is
treasurer. Some have received articles of cheap clothing, to
enable them to save the suit they receive on their discharge, and
underclothes in winter for a change, and sometimes car fare,
or part of the expense, to enable them to return home if they
have one, or leave the state if they desire or are willing to do
so. Employment has been obtained for several in this city,
some of whom are doing well, and give promise of success
:
others, alas !
After some years' experience in reformatory efforts, I find it
an unequal warfare with open saloons seven days in a week.
They (the saloons) have me at a disadvantage in my efforts to
save these young men who go out with good purposes of reform.
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With few or no good associates, they are easily enticed into
these open gateways to ruin, the tares are sown, the efforts of
years are undone, and my hopes of success are blasted. I must
confess that my ardor is cooling, not to try and influence these
young men for good, but to obtain employment for men who can
earn $8 or $9 per week, and, after paying $4 per week for board
Saturday night, spend the balance in the saloons before Mon-
day morning, aud on Sunday are reeling about our streets to
the disgust of sober citizens. I do not much like thus indi-
rectly to patronize this nefarious traffic, and have well-nigh de-
termined to confine my efforts to obtaining employment in our
city for those only who liave a home in it, and thus legitimately
belong to us. These untiring enemies of all reform, by night and
by day, Sundays not excepted, trample under their feet all law,
human and divine, filling our prisons with their victims ; and, after
they have expiated their crimes committed in most instances under
the influence of the poison they have furnished, and are releas-
ed, pursue them with the merciless zeal of their father the
devil, and rest not until, torn aud bleeding, the poor fellow goes
to prison again, or to an untimely grave. These are some of
the causes that neutralize our best efforts to reform those for a
time under our influence.
In looking at results, we must admit, as an important factor in
the problem of reform, that these twigs have been badly bent in
earlv life. Bad seed, early sown, produces a terrible vintage in
maturer years. While this is a dark aud undesirable picture, I
am glad there are some brighter lines of light, and that a few,
at least, give promise of a better life.
Again I am called upon to acknowledge the unvarying cour-








To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council
:
It is with unusual satisfaction that I render an account of my
department of the prison for the fiscal year just ended ; for the
year has been remarkable for the diminished amount of sickness,
the freedom from severe accidents, and especially for its small
death rate. This has been mainly due to the improved sanitary
conditions of the new prison over those of the old structure, and
to the increased facilities for promoting the comfort of both sick
and well. The larger air space and perfect cell ventilation en-
joyed by the inmates, with the wide beds and abundance of bed-
ding, good mattrasses instead of straw, and with abundant water
supply available for all purposes, all combine to make the men
as comfortable as they can be consistently with their safe
keeping.
As stated heretofore, the health of the prison has been re-
markably good, and most of the cases of illness have been of
short duration. We have had no prolonged fevers or other dis-
eases of local origin, and all our chronic cases, with one ex-
ception, brought their diseases with them when committed. All
of the chronic cases have been treated upon the second corridor,
above the supposed influence of dampness from external causes.
We still continue to treat the sick in their cells, and another
year has only confirmed m\ belief in the wisdom of this plan.
The sick can be made more comfortable even during cold weath-
er than in a large room with many windows, like the hospital at
the prison. This was proved satisfactorih' in the case of young
Cook, who died of consumption after a long and lingering ill-
ness. The warden placed a kerosene-oil stove in his cell, and
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then partially covered the door and window with curtains of
white cotton cloth, thus retaining the daylight, and admitting a
sufficient quantity of air for respiration and the combustion of
the oil. This was certainly a test case, as his lungs were badly
diseased during the whole time this method of heating was in
use, and he frequently stated that his breathing was never op-
pressed for want of air or from gases given off by the stove.
This same plan has been resorted to iu a few other cases for
brief periods, and always gives satisfaction. In looking over the
record for the year 1881-'82, I find that we had an average
of about ten men in the cells under treatment, and at no time
less than seven or eight. Most of the time, indeed, we had at
least eight, while the past year we have gone on for weeks with
only four iu the cells, and these all chronic and probably incur-
able cases. Certainly the diminished number of prisoners can-
not wholh' account for this improvement in our sick-list and
death-rate, which, as will be seen, is much smaller than in the
previous year. Upon the contrary, the average of sickness and
deaths in proportion to the whole numl^er of inmates is much less
than in any year since 1871. This certainly speaks well for the.
hygiene of the prison, and for the efficient manner in which the
warden and his assistants enforce sanitary regulations. But few
accidents have happened since my last report, and none of them
more serious than the partial severing of a finger in two in-
stances, and of a thumb iu another, one of which is suspected
to have been a case of self-mutilation to avoid work. The dis-
eases treated the past year have averaged about the same as in
preceding years, varying according to the season. In the warm,
months we have a few cases of diarrhct-a and other intestinal
trou])les, and during the winter and spring catarrlial affections
and bronchial ti-oubles ; but it is rarely that a man is confined to his
cell more than two or three days from any of these causes. An-
other proof of the unusual good health of the prison is found in
the fact that I have to report only six hundred prescriptions put
up the past year, against more than eight hundred the preceding
year. I ought to state, in explanation, that many of these pre-
scriptions are made for men who have chronic diseases which
they bring with them to the prison, such as syphilis and other
venereal diseases, chronic cough, skin diseases, and the like,
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but are of such a character as not to require a suspension from
labor. Of course some are prepared for the treatment of acute
diseases, like diarrhoea, colds, etc., and the diffei'ence between
this report and its predecessor is found in the latter class of
cases. A new and important element in the sanitary work of
the prison has been of great assistance to me, and must prove
invaluable in the future. I allude to the frequent official visits
to the prison by our efficient State Board of Health. The ex-
ecutive officers of the board, Drs. Conn and Watsou, made a
careful inspection of the institution, as already described, in the
month of October, and the full board made an official visit early
in April. The suggestions and instructions of a board of experts
will aid greatly in promoting the health of the inmates, and will
strengthen the hands of the warden in inaugurating new and
essential sanitary measures.
The death rate for the year is ver}^ small, only four having
died, whose names, dates, and causes of death are given below
:
May 26, 1882, Ira Bragdon ; Bright's disease.
June 3, 1882, Thomas Callinan ; abscess of brain.
• January 9, 1883, C. W. Cook
;
phthisis.
January 17, 1883, Lewis St. John
;
phthisis.
As there was some doubt concerning the cause of death in
Callinan's case, a post mortem examination was made in the
presence of several physicians, and an extensive and hopeless
disease of the brain was discovered.
Again thanking the prison committee of the council, the war-
den, and his dejjuty for many courtesies and valuable aid in the
performance of my duties, I am.
Very respectfully.
Your obedient servant,
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April, 1883, WHOLE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.
May, WATERMAN SMITH.
June, Dr. J. F. HALL.
July, Dr. C. P. FROST.
August, Dr. F. E. POTTER.
September, JOHN H. GEORGE.
October, Dr. GEO. B. TWITCHELL.
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Jan., 1884, DEXTER RICHARDS.
February, Dr. C. P. FROST.
March,
"
Dr. WM. G. PERRY.
•
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF VISITORS.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
:
The Governor and Council, as required by law, have visited
the asyliiui for the purpose of ascertaining the condition of the
institution, and report that they found it satisfactory.








REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES.
To His Excellency the Governor and to the Honorable Council:
The Trustees of the New Hampshire Asyhim for the Insane
present this their
FORTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT.
During the last year the asylum has been under the superin-
tendence of Dr. Chai'les P. Bancroft, who entered upon his
official duties on the first day of April, 1882. Our confident
expectations of his success have been realized, and his adminis-
tration of the high trust committed to him has evinced marked
ability, wisdom, and untiring devotion to his work.
The number of patients is a little larger than at the date of
our last report, being two hundred and eighty-four to-day against
two hundred and eighty-two a year ago. The number of ad-
missions during the past year has been one hundred and thirty-
three, while the number of discharges has been ninety-eight.
Of the latter, fort^^-one are recorded as recovered. No marked
or unusual sickness has visited the asylum, and the general
health of its inmates has been good,—a fact doubtless due in
considerable measure to the efficient ventilation secured in the
construction of the later buildings, and to the important modifi-
cations made from time to time, and at large expense, of the air
flues of the earlier structures. The efficient sewerage of all the
buildings and of the grounds adjacent, as well as the extreme
care for cleanliness exercised by those having immediate charge
of the halls and dormitories, has also contributed to the salubrity
of the house.
For a statement in detail of the condition of the house and its
inmates, your attention is respectfully directed to the able re-
port of the superintendent, herewitii submitted to your examina-
tion.
The superintendent has continued the thorough drainage and
further improvement of the bog land upon Bow brook. These
operations, commenced some years since, have brought to a
healthy and productive condition a considerable tract of ground
which had ever heretofore been profitless, and a disfigurement
of the southern part of the asylum farm.
The productiveness of the farm has increased greatW during
the last few years, furnishing to the asylum all its milk, a por-
tion of its meat, and an important part of its vegetables. A
list of the products of the last year, furnished by the farm man-
ager, Mr. Henry Green, is appended to this report. As will be
seen, by a reference to the same, these amount at wholesale
prices to seven thousand eight hundred and forty-one dollars
and eighty-four cents ($7,841.84).
For a particular statement of the ordinar}' receipts and ex-
penditures of the institution the past year, you are respect-
fully referred to the accompanying report of the treasurer. It
appears b}' this that the enhanced prices of most commodities
used at the asylum have been such as to allow less than usual
for ordinary repairs and improvements of asylum buildings, the
balance of cash in the treasury at the close of the year being
but five hundred dollars and eighty-five cents. It is to be hoped
that an increased number of patients, and more favorable prices
of the articles necessary for their support, may at no very dis-
tant day enable the superintendent to accomplish several objects
long contemplated, and of much importance to the highest wel-
fare of the institution and its inmates.
For a statement in detail of the condition of the permanent
funds of the asylum you are respectfully referred to the accom-
panying report of the financial agent. During the past year
these have been increased in amount about two thousand dollars
by the addition of a year's interest to the Fisk fund not yet
available, and by the receipt of the legacy of the late Miss H.
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Louise Penhallow, of Portsmouth, of one thousand dollars. The
payment of this legacy has been some time delayed l)y litigation
arising in the settlement of her estate.
All the permanent funds of the institution are believed to be
securely invested. P^rom the income derived therefrom five
thousand five hundred dollars have been appropriated towards
the erection of the new building for female patients elsewhere
alluded to,—five thousand dollars to the assistance of indigent
patients, and five thousand dollars to make good deficiencies not
met by current receipts from the board of patients.
The new building for the accommodation of female patients,
which was commenced about a year ago, and whose corner-stope
was laid on the 19th day of April, 1882, the day of our last an-
nual meeting, approaches com})letiou. A few weeks will suflfice
for finishing the wood-work, plumbing, and painting. The in-
troduction of the heating apparatus will require a period some-
what longer.
This building has been thoroughly constructed, of first-class
materials, by workmen hired by the day at lowest cash prices,
and carefully, efficiently, and constantly superintended. It has
an extreme length of one hundred and seventeen feet and three
inches, and an extreme width of forty-four feet. Besides a
basement affording much valuable room in addition to that re-
quired for air chambers, storage, and heating appliances, it has
upon the three floors above thirty-eight rooms for the use of
patients, each of which, thoroughly finished, has a pleasant out-
look, in most cases to the east, west, and south. It has been a
special and eminently successful effort of the architects and of
Dr. J. P. Bancroft, chairman of the liuilding committee, to
locate all the stairways, storage closets, entr}' ways, elevator,
and lavatories on the north side of the building. The execution
of this plan has secured to all other portions of it agreeable
views and sunlight—boons of immense importance to all dwell-
ings in this climate, and particularly so to such as are occupied
by persons suffering from mental disoi'ders. The several pro-
jections, at once apparent to an outside observer, have aided
much in attaining this feature, and have been so treated in the
elevations as to aid rather than mar the architectural beauty of
the building. The air flues and ventilating ducts are all capa-
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cious, and must inevitably secure sufficient warratli and perfect
purity of atmosphere to every room.
Tlie rooms and halls are so arranged as to be used separately
by individual patients, as in the other structures of the asylum,
or in suites of two or more as circumstances at any particular
time may require. In the latter case complete isolation from
the rest of the house may be had, and a life as private and un-
disturbed as that of a quiet home may be enjoyed. This flexi-
bility of accommodation meets a want not unfrequently felt in
years past most painfullv, but which the asylum has hitherto
been unable to meet.
Heretofore patients requiring special accommodations have
been obliged to seek them in institutions of other states, greatly
to the regret of their friends and of the managers of the as^dum,
to say nothing of the greater cost of support incurred than will
be requisite for like attentions at home when this building shall
have been completed.
The whole amount thus far expended upon this struct-
ure has been $22,850.28
This has been derived,
—
1st. From a loan of twenty thousand dollars, au-
thorized by the last legislature, and made by the
asylum at the N. H. vSaviugs Bank in Concord, at
five per cent., $18,000.00
2d, From income of permanent funds devoted to
this purpose by the trustees, .... 5,500.00
$23,500.00
Leaving in the hands of the l)uilding committee an
unexpended balance of .... . $649.72
To this should be added the balance of loan above
mentioned not yet used, ..... 2,000.00
And a further amount to be spared from the income
of the permanent funds of same,.... 1,500.00
Making the total amount of available means at the
command of the building committee, . . . $4,149.72
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From estimates recently made, it appears that the
finishing and furnishing of this building and corri-
dor will require the sum of . . . . . $13,183.55
Leaving to be provided the further sum of . . $9,033.83
To secure this the trustees know of no other way than to ask
of the legislature an appropriation of ten thousand dollars.
When completed, this building will be a very important addition
to the asylum structures, and will have cost about nine hundred
and fifty dollars ($948.23) per patient—an amount much below
the usual cost of similar accommodations.
AVith profound regret we again announce the death of an hon-
ored member of our board. Joseph Burrows was born in Leba-
non, Me., August 24, 1813, and died in Plymouth, N. H., April
5, 1883. Mr. Burrows received an academic education, and
studied law in the office of Josiah Dearborn, at Effingham, N. H.,
and at the Harvard Law School. He was married to Elizabeth
Dearborn, a niece of his law tutor, in 1839. He began the
practice of law in Effingham the same year, and served as town
clei'k and school committee while there. He removed to Hol-
derness, now Ashland, in June, 1844, and held various town
offices while there. He removed to Plymouth in October, 1858,
and resided there until his death. He served as moderator in
Plymouth twelve consecutive years, and filled other local offices.
He was a representative from Plymouth in 1871, 1872, 1873,
and 1874, and was a delegate from that town to the constitu-
tional convoition in 1876. He was elected a member of the
executive council in March, 1878, for one year, and in Novem-
ber, 1878. for two years, under the biennial s^^stem. He most
credital)ly discharged the duties of these responsible positions.
In 1872 the degree of A. M. was conferred on him by Dartmouth
college. In 1875 he formed a partnership in the practice of
law with Charles A. Jewell, which continued until his decease.
He was appointed a trustee of the asylum in July, 1876, and
was reappointed in 1880 at the close of his term. He took a
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deep interest in the welfare of its inmates, and was faithful in
the performance of every duty to the institution. He practised
his chosen profession during a period of forty-four years. He
was an able and reliable lawyer, a genial and courteous gentle-
man, and an upright and honorable man. He left a widow, three











Trustees of X. H. Asylum for the Insane.
Concord. April 28. 1883.
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT.
To the Trustees of the New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane
:
In obedience to the by-laws of the board, I respectfully sub-
mit the forty-first annual report of the as^'lum, for the year
ending March 31, 1883.
The year commenced with two hundred and eighty-five patients
under care—one hundred and twenty-one men, and one hundred
and sixt^-four women.
The number admitted during the year was one hundred and
thirty-three—seventy-one men and sixt^^-two women ; making
the whole number during the year four hundred and eighteen
—
one hundred and ninety-two men and two hundred and twenty-
six women.
The number discharged in the year was ninety-eight, of whom
forty-nine were men and forty-nine were women. Twenty-five
persons have died, of whom fifteen were men and ten were
women.
The daily average through the year has been 284.4, of which
120.3 were males, and 11)4.7 females.
Of those admitted in the year, thirty-six had such structural
disease of the brain as would not admit of recovery.
Among those admitted daring the year (i. e., those who were
admitted here for one time only during that year, and excluding
the three who were not insane), forty-eight per cent., it will be
seen in Table XI, appear with hereditar}'' predisposition. The
number thus credited is larger than usually appears under
such a classification. The reason for this lies in the fact that
we have considered heredity to refer, not only to insanity in the
ancestry, but also to epilei sy, phthisis, and marked and pro-
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longed intempei-ance in the parents, wherever we could establish
these taints without any douht.
This is not the place to enter into an extended discussion of
the causes of insanity. Suffice it to say that the disease itself
is not inherited ; the tendency, the predisposition only, is trans-
mitted. But this predisposition may follow other than an insane
ancestry. Any marked constitutional taint may lead up to it,
viz., phthisis, scrofula, epilepsy, prolonged intemperance in the
immediate ancestry, and, finally, that condition of the intellect-
ual centres which might be termed unstable equilibrium, and
which often appears as eccentricity in the father or mother, is
transmitted to the children, and only awaits an exciting cause
to be develeped into actual insanity. Cases of insanity proceed-
ing from these sources are as much " inherited" as those which
descend directly from insane parents.
The records of this hospital show that by far the largest pro-
portion of the insanity of the patients originates in a diseased
inheritance. The exciting cause may, indeed, have been over-
work, care, anxiety, grief, and the thousand and one causes
generally assigned ; but in the majority of cases, these circum-
stances would not have operated had there not been a constitu-
tional flaw. I have dwelt upon this subject because it has
seemed proper that the real underlying cause of three fourths of
the prevailing insanity of the day should be made prominent.
The great problem under discussion at present is how to prevent
insanity. From such facts as those above mentioned, a still
more difficult problem is suggested : How are we to prevent a
vicious inheritance ?
Of the one hundred and thirty insane admitted during the
year, twenty-four had the suicidal impulse ; and of the whole
number under treatment during the year, forty-eight belonged
to this class. Out of this number, one succeeded in accomplish-
ing his object.
The liomieidal impulse existed in seventeen of those admit-
ted, and in fifty-two of tliose under treatment, during the year.
Table II shows the number of recoveries in the year.
There have been forty-one recoveries. A hirge proportion of
these have been acute cases. Four were especially interesting.
Two of these were in the last stages of exhaustion, but were
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doubtless saved by persistent feeding tlirongh an oesophageal
tube twice a day, even though their cases seemed absolutely
hopeless. They illustrated in a gratifying manner the advantage
of hospital methods and treatment, and also the importance of
persisting, in certain cases, witli alimentation by the stomach.
The other two cases referred to were suffering from incipient
melancholia, with suicidal tendency feared. By removal to the
hospital, a healthy was substituted for a diseased state of mind.
Both patients became intensely homesick : thoughts of home
took entire possession of their minds. The depression and anx-
iety they now suffered was of a different sort, but it was healthy.
Their morbid ideas vanished like mist before a summer sun, and
within a month both were well.
MORTALITY.
There have been during the year twenty-five deaths, or about
six per cent, of the entire population. Of these, three were
suicides. In two of them such an issue was not to be expected,
and they are not enumerated in Table XII as among those
exhibiting suicidal propensity.
One was a case of chronic insanity, in which the intellectual
faculties were so disorganized as to almost preclude the develop-
ment and methodical execution of the act. The other was an
especially sad case, although the act was entirely unexpected.
The patient, a lady of culture and marked intellectual ability,
had been suliject to recurrent attacks of sub-acute mania. She
was just recovering from one of these attacks, the principal feat-
ure of which liad been exhilaration. Overcome, doubtless, with
grief, as the actual knowledge of her mental aberration dawned
upon her, I think she deliberately decided that death was pref-
erable to the constant dread of a return of her disease.
The third case of suicide was that of a town charge, who had
been left by the officers three days previous to his death. There
was an intimation of suicidal ideas, but as the patient would
not speak, and as no history could be obtained, we had no-
information of the severe character of the case. After hi&
death we were informed that just previous to his admission he
had made two or three desperate attempts to take his own life.
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On the evening of his death he seemed somewhat excited, and
gave the first evidences of a possible suicidal impulse. The su-
pervisor at once reported the fact, and during his short absence
for consultation as to what course to pursue, the patient effected
his purpose. Such cases illustrate the necessity of full and
complete histories accompanying each case. Too often patients
suffering from acute and recoverable insanity are brought here
by officers, with absolutely no history. As it is seldom that an
insane patient can give a reliable account of the symptoms, the
hospital physicians are necessarily dependent for information on
those who bring the sufferers ; and, as in this case, the complete
knowledge of the earlier history may be an important guide rs
to treatment and management.
All other deaths were the result of organic disease, and the
occurrence of ordinary and unavoidable acute sickness in per-
sons of enfeebled constitution.
The general health in the house has been excellent. The
drainage and ventilation have continued to l)e satisfactory.
IMPROVEMENTS.
My predecessor, in the report of last year, alludes to the grad-
ual wearing out of the old radiators, which have been in use
many years, and calls attention to the necessity of replacing
them by the new and most approved styles of radiator. Follow-
ing this necessity, all the old heaters in the basement of the
Fisk wing were torn out last summer. They were replaced by
the Clogston radiator. In making the change, two new ventila-
tion flues were gained for Hall 1, thereby greatly improving the
quality and quantity of the air in that ward.
The changes in the Kimball wing last year comprised, in addi-
tion to the bay window, three large windows in front, in Hall G,
and a new floor and water-closet for the same.
The new water-closets, with water supply from the attic, have
been placed in Halls 5 and 4. The three windows in front have
been made in Hall 5, and a new hard pine floor has been laid in
that hall.
The only improvement on the farm worthy of note is the
drainage and grading of the low land along the brook below the
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garden. By this meaus we hope to gain several acres of valuable
grass land.
Two alterations are much needed, and either one or both will
require attention at some part of the ensuing year. I refer to
a new ice-house, which has already met your approval, and a
new apparatus for heating water. The old heater has been
in use many years, and is so nearly worn out that I fear it will
not run another year. Unquestionably a copper heater is the
most durable, and, in the end, the cheapest.
THE FAKM.
In September of last year, Mr. Hiram O. Marsh, who had for
six years successfully managed the affairs of the farm, left us
to engage in business. His place was filled by Mr. Henry
Green, who has proved himself a thoroughly competent and effi-
cient manager in that department.
Owing to the severe drouth last summer, the crops suffered
necessarily. The yield of hay, potatoes, and corn was very
good, however, under the circumstances.
As usual, the farm has proved an inestimable benefit to pa-
tients, affording abundant facilities for recreation and exercise.
ACKNOWLEDGMEXTS.
It would be impossible in the short space at command to refer
to all who have kindly assisted us in various ways. Such acts
of benevolence are thoroughly appreciated. In this connection
the superintendent wishes to extend his own thanks, as well as
those of many patients, to Mr. B. B. Davis and his class from
Bow, for a concert; to Messrs. Chase, Morey, and French, for
music ; to Hon. M. M. Pomeroy, of Denver, Col., for an enter-
taining lecture, and also several copies of his paper ; to Dr. C. I.
Lane, for a lecture on Burns : Mr. Charles R. Corning, for a
lecture on Spain ; Mr. M. H. Calvert, for a lecture on a sea
voyage to Australia ; also to the St. John's Church Club, for a
minstrel entertainment ; and to Messrs. C. P. Keay, Walter
Blanchard, Willis P. Haynes, and Dr. Joseph Chase, for assist-
ance in dramatic entertainments.
The proprietors of the following newspapers have gratuitously
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supplied the asylum with copies of their issues : " N. H. People
and Patriot," "Daily Monitor," "Independent Statesman,"
"Union Democrat," " Nashua Gazette," " Morning Star," and
exchanges from the Concord press.
Much is due, in the well-working of the hospital, to the faith-
fulness and energy of the medical assistants. They have most
cheerfully assisted in every measure of improvement, and their
experience has been of great value to me.
Grateful acknowledgments are also due to the heads of the
various departments, who have entered so faithfully into the
oftentimes difficult duties assigned them.
No slight acknowledgments are also due to the various attend-
ants, who, with few exceptions, have taken a real interest in
their work, and have done much to promote the welfare of those
entrusted to their care.
In conclusion, I wish to express my deep gratitude to the
board of trustees for the kindly interest they have taken in the
aifaii's of the asylum, and for their valuable assistance and
advice given me on their various visits for inspection.
C. P. BANCROFT.





Patientg in hospital April 1, 1882
Admitted within the year
Whole number of cases within the year
Discharged within tlie year
Viz., as recovered from first attack •. .
.
" as recovered from other than first attack




Patients remaining April 1, 1883
Number of different persons within the year..
" " " admitted
" " " recovered











































Showing Results in all under Treatment during the Year.
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TABLE III.















































The Nuinber of the Attack in those admitted in the Year.
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TABLE VIII.
Duration of Insanity before Admission in those admitted in the Year.
Less tlian 1 month
From 1 to 3 months
From 3 to 6 months
From G to 9 months
From 9 to 12 months
From 12 to 18 months
From 18 months to 2 years.
From 2 to 3 years
From 3 to 4 years
From 4 to 5 years
Fro)u 5 to id years
From 10 to 15 years
From 15 to 20 years
From 20 to 30 years





















































77^1? Form of Disease in Patients admitted in the Year.
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TABLE XII.























Residences of those admitted in the Year.
MorriinacU county. N. H—
Hillsb.irougli count)', N. H.
Cliesliire county. N. II
Rockingliani county, X. II.
Grafton county, X. H
Strafford coun"ty, X. H
Belknai) county, X. H
Carroll county, X. H
Coos county, X. H













By what Authority committed.
By self or friends
By town authority ,
By county commissioners
By court ,











By self or friends













Deaths in the Year, and the Causes.
Dementia chronic
Dementia chronic, with dysentery...
Dementia senile
Dementia senile, with erysipelas
Mania acute
Mania acute, with cellulitis
Mania chronic and old age






















Ages at the Time of Death.
Between 30 and 40.
Between 40 and 50.
Between 50 and 60.
Between 60 and TO.




















Duration of disease in those remaining.
Total.
Under 3 months
From 3 to 6 months.
.
From C to 12 months.
From 12 to IS mouths
From 18 to 24 months
From 2 to 3 yesirs
From 3 to 5 years...
From 5 to 10 years. .
.
From 10 to 15 years..
From 15 to 20 years.
From 20 to 25 years.
From 25 to 30 years.




Remaining at the end of the Year—Prospect.
28
TABLE XXIV




REPORT OF THE TREASURER.
To the Trustees of the New HamjJshire Asylum for the Insane :
The Treasurer respectfully submits the following statement of
his receipts and payments for the year ending March 31, 1883 :
RECEIPTS.
Cash on hand, April 1, 1882, .... $295.28
received for board of private patients, . 45,261.03
for board of town patients, . . 6,370.80
for board of county patients, . 6,603.64
from J. B. Walker, financial agent
to assist the indigent insane, . 10,000.00
of state treasurer for indigent in-
sane, 6,000.00
of state treasurer for insane pris-
oners, 2,608.72
of state treasurer for asylum li-
brary, 100.00
for stock and articles sold, . . 2,387.56
$79,627.03
The following payments have been made, viz. :
For meats, $7,480.33
flour, 2,296.50
butter and cheese, ..... 4,331.97
sugar and molasses, ..... 1,685.57
fish, 1,143.26
coffee and tea, ...... 977.22
potatoes, fruits, and all other vegetables, . 1,669.17
all other table supplies, .... 1,594.91
house furnishing goods and utensils, . . 3,746.19
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For articles purchased for patients and charged
in their accounts, ..... $3,444.39
heating, lighting, and steam power, . . 12,506.89
medical and surgical supplies, . . . 641.98
services, 19,982.12
ordinary repairs of buildings, . . . 6,486.21
additions and improvements, . . . 2,173.24
provender, ...... 1,982.56
farming department, including working ani-
mals, cows, farming utensils, farm labor,
and improvements, .... 4,751.19
stationery, increase of library, and printing, 390.17
postage, express, and telegraph, . . 393.46
travelling expenses of trustees, . . 212.10
public exercises, including Sunday public
worship, lectures, and all public means to
interest and occupy the leisure of pa-
tients 797.66
miscellaneous expenses, not classified, . 439.09
Whole amount paid out, . . . $79,126.18-
Cash balance carried to new account, . 500.85
$79,627.03
J. P. BANCROFT, Treasurer.
N. H. Asylum for the Insane, April 1, 1883.
Concord, N. H., April 12, 1883.
This certifies that I have examined the records and accounts
of the New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane, as kept by the
treasurer, for the fiscal year ending March 31, 1883, and found
the same neatly, clearly, and accurately kept, the payments
sustained by sutficient vouchers, the balance of cash verified,
and as appears in the Treasurer's Report, viz., $500.85. I also
examined the accounts of the building committee to date, as
kept by the treasurer, and found the debits to cash agreeing
with the accounts and vouchers of the financial agent, and all
payments made by the committee properly vouched.
E. J. RANDALL, Auditor.
SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL
REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL AGENT.
To the Trustees of the Neio Hampshire Asylum for the Insane
:
The Financial Agent respectfully presents this, the annual re-
port of his receipts and expenditures during the asylum finan-
cial year ending March 31, 1883, and of the amounts and in-
vestments of the several funds in his custody :
RECEIPTS.
Cashonhand April 1, 1882, .... $114.09
received for two Cleveland bonds paid, . 2,000.00
five Maine bonds paid, . . 5,000.00
two Concord bonds paid, . . 2,000.00
from executor Miss H. Louise Pen-
hallow, legacy, .... 1,084.67
loan of New Hampshire Savings
Bank on account of new building
for female patients, . . . 18,000.00
Interest and dividends from April
1, 1882, to April 1, 1883, . 15,691.71
EXPENDITURES.
$43,890.47
Cash paid J. P. Bancroft, treasurer, appropria-
tions to indigent patients, . . $7,500.00
J. P. Bancroft, chairman of building
committee, 21,500.00
for two Chicago and North Western
Railroad bonds and accrued interest, 2,048.89
for one Boston & Lowell Railroad bond,
premium, accrued interest, and com-
missions, ..... 1,066.25
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Cash paid for two Northern Pacific Raih-oad
bonds, premium, accrued interest,
and commissions, .... $2,092.33
for fifty shares of Union Pacific Rail-
road stock and commissions, . . 4,787.50
for insurance, ..... 430.00
for interest on loan at N. H. baviugs
Bank, 234.99
annuity of Sarah J. Wilson, salary of
financial agent, safe rent, and other
small expenses, .... 768.84
Balance carried to new account, . . . 3,461.67
$43,890.47
The following statement presents the amounts of the several
permanent funds, at their par value, on the first day of April,
1883, and the manner of their investment
:
ADAMS FUND.
(Gift of Isaac Adams, of Sandwich.)
10 shai'es Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne & Chicago
railroad stock, $1,000.00
2 United States bonds, 600.00
$1,600.00
BURROUGHS FUND.
(Legacy of Rev. Charles Burroughs, D. D., of Portsmouth.)
1 St. Louis County bond, $1,000.00
CHANDLER FUND.
(Legacy of Abiel Chandler, of Walpole.)
25 shares Portland, Saco & Portsmouth Railroad
stock, $2,500.00
37 shares Boston & Maine Railroad stock, . . 3,700.00
100 shares Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Rail-
road stock, 10,000.00
10 shares Michigan Central Railroad stock, . 1,000.00
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10 shares Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne & Chicago Rail-
road stock, $1,000.00
2 Chicago Abater Loan bonds, .... 2,000.00
2 Northern Pacific Railroad bonds, . . . 2,000.00
2 Concord bonds, 1,500.00
2 Michigan Central Railroad bonds, . . . 2,000.00
1 New Hampshire registered bond, . . . 200.00
2 C^hicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad bonds, 2,000.00
1 Chicago & Northwestern Railroad bond, . 1,000.00
$28,900.00
CONANT FUND.
(Gift of John Conant, of Jaffrey.)
1 New Hampshire registered bond, . . . $4,000.00
1 Boston & Albany Railroad bond, . . . 1,000.00
3 shares Boston & Maine Railroad stock, . . 300.00
2 shares Boston & Providence Railroad stock, . 200.00
1 share Boston Exchange Company stock, . . 500.00
$6,000.00
FISK FUND.
(Legacy of Catherine Fisk, of Keene.)
This fund is held in trust by the state of New
Hampshire, and amounted June 1, 1882, to . $19,711.50
KENT FUND.
(Legacy of Moody Kent, of Pittsfield.)
14 Maine bonds, $7,000.00
5 Eastern Railroad bonds, .... 5,000.00
13 Michigan Central Railroad bonds, . . 13,000.00
8 Chicago River Improvements bonds, . . 8,000.00
9 Burlington & Missouri River Railroad bonds, . 9,000.00
19 Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad bonds, 19,000.00
1 Chicago and North Western Railroad bond, . 1,000.00
6 Cleveland bonds 6,000.00
17 Concord bonds, 17,000.00
3 Cambridge bonds, 3,000.00
3 United States bonds, 1,200.00
9
3^
7 Philadelphia. Wilmington & Baltimore Railroad
bonds, ......
10 Boston & Lowell Railroad bonds, .
5 St. Louis bonds, .....
50 shares Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne & Chicago
Railroad stock, .....
32 shares Northern Railroad stock,
100 shares Michigan Central Railroad stock,
50 shares Union Pacific Railroad stock,
2 shares Boston & Providence Railroad stock,
50 shares Fitchburg National Bank stock,
40 shares State National Bank stock,
14 shares Railroad National Bank stock,















(Legacy of Jacob Kimball, of Hampstead.)
The Kimball Fund is held in trust by the state of
New Hampshire, and the interest is annually
paid to the Asylum. ..... $6,753.49
PEKHALLOW FUND.
(Legac}' of H. Louise Penhallow. of Portsmouth.)
1 Boston & Lowell Railroad bond, . . . $1,000.00
RICE FUND.
(Legacy of Arabella Rice, of Portsmouth.)
10 Manchester bonds $10,000.00
1 United States registered bond, . . . 5,000.00
5 St. Louis bonds, 5.000.00
$20,000.00
RUMFORD FL^'D.
(Legacy of the Countess of Rumford, of Concord.)
5 Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore Rail-
road bonds, $5,000.00
5 Burlington & Missouri River Railroad bonds, . 5,000.00
35
30 shares Pittsburgh, Fort Waj^ne & Chicago
Raih'oad stock, ......





(Legacy of Mrs. Fanny S. Sherman, of Exeter.)
3 St. Louis bonds, 3,000.00
1 Boston & Lowell Railroad bond, . . . 1,000.00
1 St. Louis County bond, 1,000.00
$5,000.00
SPALDING FUND.
(Legacy of Isaac Spalding, of Nashua.)
10 Cleveland bonds. $10,000.00
The following is a summary of the names and amounts of the


























The insurance upon the asylum buildings amounts to
On main l)uildings and chapel, .... $50,000.00
Kent building,
addition to Peaslee building,
new building for women,
furniture,







On barns and contents, ..... $5,200.00
boiler-house, engine, etc., and granary and
contents, 6,000.00
laundry, 3,000.00
horses and carriages, ..... 1,000.00
$99,000.00
The legacy of the late Miss H. Louise Penhallow, of Ports-
mouth, amounting, with interest, to $1,084.67, was received of
her executor February 6, 1883.
Respectfully submitted,
J. B. WALKER, Financial Agent.
Concord, April 2, 1883.
Concord, N. H., 13 Apr., 1883.
This certifies that I have carefully examined the accounts of
the Financial Agent, and find the receipts from the permanent
funds and other sources properly charged, all payments correct-
ly vouched, and the balance of cash to be correct. I have
made a personal examination, and find the stocks and securities,
as set forth in the foregoing report, safely deposited in the
vaults of the Boston Safe Deposit and Trust Company.
E. J. RANDALL, Auditor.
EEPORT OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE.
To the Trustees of the Neio Hampshire Asylum for the Insane
:
The committee appointed to procure the erection of a new
building for female patients respectfully present the following
FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
Whole amount received to April 7, 1883, . . $23,500.00
Amount paid out to same date, .... 22,850.28
Balance in the hands of the committee, . . . 649.72
$23,500.00
LIABILITIES AND RESOURCES FOR COMPLETION.
Outstanding bills $1,328.55
Estimate of carpenters' work to be done, . . 800.00
masons' " " . . 400.00
painting, material, and work, . . 500.00
window weights and cord, . . . 105.00
doors, 300.00
knobs, locks, butts, and all hard ware, . 400.00
heating and ventilating registers, . . 350.00
radiators for direct and indirect radiation, 1,100.00
steam boiler, . • . . . 1,000.00
plumbing, material, and work, . . 1,500.00
stair building, 300.00
steam-pipe, valves, and all steam-fittings, 700.00
labor setting boiler and radiators, . 500.00
gas fixtures and work, . . . 400.00
furniture and furnishing, . . . 1,500.00




Cash in hands of committee April 7, 1883,
Balance of authorized loan,
From financial agent under vote of trustees,














PRODUCTS OF THE FARM AND GARDEN AT MARKET




























































heads at 10 cts.
bush., at $1.00
'^ 50 cts.
bun., at 35 cts.
tons, at $60.00








lbs., at 9 cts.
































Those wishing the admission of a person to the asylum should
make application to the superintendent previously to bringing
the patient, unless the urgency of the case precludes it.
On application, full information as to terms, conditions, etc.,
and the necessary papers, will be furnished.
With the application, a brief statement of the case should be
given.
Some person should accompany the patient, who can give a
correct history of the case, if possible.
On no account should deception be practised. The necessity
of the step and the arrangements having first been settled, the
patient should be honestly informed of what is to take place.
When possible, it is better that patients should arrive in day
trains.
Patients should not bring valuable property, when committed,
and the asylum cannot become responsible for its keeping. Such
articles should be left at home unless the patient is fully respon-
sible for its care.
The parties committing a patient, whether private individuals
or town officers, are required to give a bond for the payment of
expenses in the annexed form, signed by two responsible per-
sons. The certificates of physicians should be filled and signed




In consideration of the admission of / , of the
town of , in the county of and state
of , as a boarder at the New Hampshire Asylum
for the Insane, in the city of Concord, we, , of
the town of , in the county of and state
of , and , of the town of ,
in the county of and state of
,
jointly
and severally promise and agree to and with the said New Hamp-
shire Asylum for the Insane, to pay to its treasurer
dollars and cents per week, or such other rate as may
from time to time be established by said asylum therefor, while
he shall remain at said asylum ; together with such extra
charge as may be occasioned by requiring more than the
ordinary care and attention ; to pay any reasonable charge for
actual damage done by to buildings or furnishings
;
to assist in returning to said asylum in case of elope-
ment ; to remove from said asylum, when required
to do so by the superintendent ; to pay funeral charges in case
of death ; and not to hold said as^^lum responsible for any
money, jewelry, watches, or other valuables in pos-
session on admission, or given to afterwards.
Payments to be made quarterly, and interest on all sums not
paid at the end of each quarter.





Note. Those committing patients are requested to notice the condition in regard to
money, jewelry, &c., &c.
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FORM OF PETITION.
[To be tilled and signed by those desiring aid from the state appropriation, to be sent
to the superintendent.]
To His Excellency the Governor of the State of New Hampshire
:
Respectfully represents that , an insane person,
resident of in this state, is without sufficient prop-
erty or relatives legally liable for support at the
New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane. Wherefore the under-
signed prays that the said be aided by any funds
appropriated by the state for the indigent insane.
Dated at , , 188 .
We, the undersigned, selectmen of , hereby certify
that the representations in the above petition are in our belief
true, and that said is an indigent insane person.
N. B. Please write whether the insane person has any prop-
erty, and if so, what amount, and any other facts you may
think proper, in relation to the ability of the insane person's
near relatives.
KOTE. The amount received by the applicant, it will be understood, is regulated en-
tirely by the number who may apply for aid, and the comparative need of assistance.
ORDER FOR SUPPORT OF TOWN AND COUNTY
PATIENTS.
We, , hereby order the committal of
to the New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane, at Con-
cord, there to be supported at the expense of
in accordance with the statute, during residence at said
asylum
18
Note. To be signed by mayor, selectman, or overseer of poor in case of town
charge; by county commissioner in case of county charge.
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N. B. Admission will be refused unless the requirements of the law are strictly com-
plied with. See extract from the Laws at foot of this blank.
FORM OF CERTIFICATE OF INSANITY
REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION OF PATIENTS.
After due inquiry and personal examination of
of , made within one week prior to date, we certify
that is insane, and a lit subject for treatment at the New




Having personal acquaintance with the signers of the above
certificate, I certify that the signatures are genuine, and the
signers reputable physicians.
188 .
EXTRACT FROM THE LAWS OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
Sec. 18. No person shall be committed to the asylum for the insane except by the
order of the court or the judge of probate, without the certificate of two reputable
physicians that such person is insane, given after a personal examination made within
one week of the committal ; and such certificate shall be accompanied by a certificate
from a judge of the supreme court, or court of probate, or mayor, or chairman of the
selectmen, testifying to the genuineness of the signatures and the respectability of the
signers.
LAWS
Relating to the New Hampshiee Asylum for the Insane.
Section
1. Corporate name of the asylum.
2. Trustees, liow appointed.
3. Tenure of office of the trustees.
4. Trustees to manage the affairs of the
asyhim.
5. To appoint officers, etc.
6. Trustees not to receive compensation.
7. To make regulations.
8. May hold property in trust ; no land
taken for public use except by author-
ity of the legislature.
9. Shall make report annually.
10. Board of visitors and their duties.
11. Secretary to cause report to be printed
and distributed.
12. Persons dangerous to be at large may
be committed to the asylum.
13. Insane persons confined in jail may be
committed.
14. Insane paupers, hovr committed by
town.
15. Insane county paupers may be com-
mitted by supreme court.
Section
16. Support of insane committed by court"
17. Parents, guardians, etc., may commit
;
Concord not to be liable.
18. Certificate of two physicians required
to commit.
19. When county shall support insane
person.
20. Means of support failing, county liable
after notice.
21. County may recover expense paid.
22. How discharged from asylum.
23. Trustees to visit asylum and hear state-
ments of patients.
24. Superintendent to furnish stationery,
and transmit letters to trustees.
25. Inquest on patients suddenly deceased.
26. Property of asylum exempt from tax-
ation.
27. (lovernor may remove insane convicts
from state prison to asylum.
28. Annual appropriation for indigent in-
sane and for library.
Section 1. The asylum for the iusaiie at Concord is a corpo-
ration under the name of the New Hampshire Asylum for the
Insane.
Sec 2. The government of the asylum is vested in twelve
trustees, appointed and commissioned by the governor, with ad-
vice of the council ; and all vacancies shall be filled in the same
manner.
Sec. 3. The trustees are classified and commissioned in such
manner that the ollices of three trustees become vacant annually.
Sp:c. 4. The trustees shall take charge of the property and
the concerns of the asylum ; shall see that its affairs are con-
ducted properly ; may enter into and bind the asylum by such
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contracts relative to the support of patients and the affairs of
the asylum as they may deem advantageous ; and ma}^ receive,
appropriate, control, convey, or invest any property given to or
owned by the asylum in such manner as they may think ex-
pedient.
Sec. 5. The trustees shall appoint a secretary, who shall keep
a full and fair record of their proceedings ; a treasurer, who
shall give bond for the faithful discharge of his duty ; and such
physicians, officers, and assistants, with such salaries and allow-
ances as may from time to time be found necessary.
Sec. 6. No trustee shall receive any compensation for his ser-
vices as trustee, but expenses necessarily incurred by him shall
be paid by the asylum.
Sec. 7. The trustees may make such regulations for their own
government, for the management of the asylum and all per-
sons connected therewith, and for the admission and care of
patients, and the same from time to time alter, as convenience
may require.
Sec. 8. The trustees may take and hold in trust for the asy-
lum any grant or devise of real estate, or any donation or be-
quest of personal property, and may apply the same, unless
otherwise restricted, to lessen the expenses of the indigent in-
sane. No land connected with the asylum shall be taken for a
highwa}'^ or other public use, except by the express authority of
the legislature for that purpose first had and obtained.
Sec. 9. The trustees shall make to the governor and council,
annually, a report covering that of the superintendent to them,
of the receipts and expenditures of the asylum, the number of
patients admitted and discharged during each year, and all other
matters connected with the general interests of the asylum,
which shall be furnished to the secretary of state on or before
the twentieth day of April.
Sec. 10. The governor and council, president of the senate,
and speaker of the house shall constitute a board of visitors of
the asylum ; shall visit and inspect the same when necessary ;
examine into the condition of the patients, and the regulations
and general management of the asylum ; see that the design
thereof is carried into full effect ; and make to the legislature,
biennially, a report, which shall be furnished to the secretary of
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state on or before the twentieth day of April next before the
June session.
Sec. 11. The secretary shall cause fifteen hundred copies of
the reports of the superintendent, trustees, and board of visitors
of the asylum to be printed and distributed,—one copy each to
the governor, members of the council, senate, and house, and
their otflcers ; one copy to the clerk of each town ; and the
remaining copies to be placed in the hands of the board of visit-
ors, for distribution, as they shall order and direct.
Sec. 12. If any insane person is in such condition as to ren-
der it dangerous that he should be at large, the judge of probate,
upon petition by any person, and such notice to the selectmen of
the town in which such insane person is, or to his guardian, or
any other person, as he may order,—which petition may be filed,
notice issued, and a hearing had in vacation or otherwise,—may
commit such insane person to the asylum.
Sec. lo. If any insane person is confined in any jail, the su-
preme court mav order him to be committed to the asylum, if
they think it expedient.
Sec. 14. Any insane pauper, supported b}' any town, may be
committed to the asylum by order of the overseers of the poor,
and there supported at the expense of such town ; and such ex-
pense may be recovered by such town of the county, town, or
person chargeable with the support of such pauper, in the same
manner as if he had been supported in and by the town
.
Sec. 15. If the overseers neglect to make such order in relation
to any insane county pauper, the supreme court, or any two
judges thereof in vacation, may order such pauper to be com-
mitted to the asylum, and there supported at the expense of
the county.
Sec. 1G. Any insane person committed to the asylum by
order of the supreme court, such person having been charged
with an offence, the punishment whereof as prescribed by law is
death or confinement in the state prison, shall, during his con-
finement in the asylum for the insane, be supported therein at
the expense of the state. An}'^ insane person committed to the
asylum by any court, except as herein provided, or by any
judge of probate, shall be supported by the county from which
he was committed.
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Sec. 17. The parent, guardian, or friends of any insane per-
son, may cause him to be committed to the asyhim, with the
consent of the trustees, and there supported on such terms as
they may agree ; but the city of Concord shall not, in any case,
be liable for the support or maintenance of any person com-
mitted to said asylum, except from said city.
Sec. 18. No person shall be committed to the asylum for the
insane, except by the order of the court, or the judge of pro-
bate, without the certificate of two reputable phj'sicians that such
person is insane, given after a personal examination made with-
in one week of the committal ; and such certificate shall be
accompanied by a certificate from a judge of the supreme
court, or court of probate, or mayor, or chairman of the select-
men, testifying to the genuineness of the signatures and the
respectability of the signers.
Sec. 19. Any insane person committed to the asylum by
his parent, guardian, or friends, who has no means of support,
and no relatives of sufficient ability chargeable therewith, and
no settlement in any town in this state, and who is in such
condition that his discharge therefrom would be improper or
unsafe, shall be supported by the county from which he was
committed.
Sec. 20. When the means of support of any inmate of the
as^dum shall fail or be withdrawn, the superintendent of said
asylum shall immediately cause notice in writing of that fact to
be given to one of the county commissioners of the county from
which such inmate was committed ; and such county shall be
liable and holden to pay to said asylum the expense of the sup-
port of such inmate from and after the service of such notice,
and for ninety days next prior thereto.
Sec. 21. The county paying the expense of the support of
any inmate shall be entitled to recover the amount so paid of
any town, county, or individual l)v law liable for the support of
such inmate.
Sec. 22. Any person committed to the asylum may be dis-
charged by any three of the trustees, or by any justice of the
supreme court, whenever the cause of commitment ceases, or a
further residence at the asylum is, in their opinion, not neces-
sary ; but any person so discharged, who was under sentence
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of imprisonment at the time of his commitment, the period of
which shall not have expired, shall be remanded to prison.
Sec. 23. Some one of the board of trustees of the asylum
shall, without previous notice, visit that institution at least
twice every month, and give suitable opportunity to every pa-
tient therein, who may desire it, to make to him, in private, any
statements such patient may wish to make ; and, whenever in
his opinion it may be deemed proper, he shall call to his aid
two other members of said board, who shall, with him, make a
further examination of such patient, and of the statements by
him made. If in their view the cause of commitment no long-
er exists, or a further residence at the asylum is not necessary,
it shall be their dut}^ to discharge such patient. Should they
deem the treatment of any patient injudicious, the}^ shall order
such an immediate change of the same as to them seems proper
;
and, in case of failure to secure it, they shall at once summon
a meeting of the whole board, whose duty it shall be to take
such measures as the exigency of the case demands.
Sec. 24. It shall be the duty of the superintendent to furnish
stationery to any patient who may desire it, and transmit anv
letter such patient may address to the board of trustees, to such
member as said board shall have designated to receive such
correspondence, and all such letters shall be promptly trans-
mitted without inspection.
Sec. 25. In event of the sudden death of any patient in the
asylum, a coroner's inquest shall be held, as provided for by
law in other cases.
Sec. 26. The property of the asylum is exemjited from taxa-
tion.
Sec. 27. The governor, with advice of the council, may
remove to the asylum, to be there kept at the expense of the
state, any person confined in the state prison who is insane.
Sec. 28. The sum of six thousand dollars is annually appro-
priated for the maintenance of indigent insane persons belong-
ing to this state at the asylum, for such and so man}^ as the
governor may from time to time approve ; not less than two
thirds of which sum shall be applied annually to the support of
private patients, exclusive of paupers maintained at public
charge
; and the sum of one hundred dollars is annually appro-
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priated toward the support and increase of the library for the
insane.
—
General Laws of New Hampshire^ pages 60-63.
The following persons are also exempted from military duty :
the attendants upon the insane, employed in the asylum for the
insane
;
the officers and keepers of the asylum for the insane.
—
General
Laws of New HampsJiire, page 229., section 4.
Of the New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane, adopted
BY THE Trustees at a Meeting of their Board, holden
October 31, 1878.
Section 1. The annual meeting of the board of trustees shall
be holden at the asj'lum, in Concord, on the Wednesday next
preceding the twentieth day of April of each year.
Sec. 2. The trustees shall, at the annual meeting, elect by
ballot a president, secretary, and treasurer, who shall hold their
respective offices one year, and until others are chosen in their
stead. At times, when either of said offices is vacant, it may
be filled at a special meeting of the trustees duly called for that
purpose.
Sec. 3. Notice of the annual meeting shall be given by the
secretary to each trustee, either verbally or by mail, at least
fourteen days previous to the day of meeting ; and any meeting
may be continued, by adjournment from time to time, until the
business thereof shall be completed. In case of omission to
notify the annual meeting, the same shall not be lost, but shall
be considered as adjourned for the transaction of business,
until the required notice thereof shall be given, which the secre-
tary shall forthwith proceed to give.
Sec. 4. The president, or any four of the trustees, ma}' call a
special meeting of the trustees whenever in the opinion of
either it may be deemed expedient so to do ; and the same
notice shall be given of a special as of the annual meeting,
which notice shall state specifically the business to be brought
before such meeting. In case of a vacancy in the office of sec-
retary, the president shall notify the annual meeting.
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Sec. 5. A quorum of seven members shall he necessary for
the transaction of any business b}' the board of trustees ; but
any less number, at a meeting duly called, may adjourn, from
time to time, until a quorum be obtained.
Sec. (5. Two of the trustees shall visit the asylum each
month ; and notices of the months by him selected, or to him
assigned, shall be sent to each member by the superintendent
before the first days of such months.
Sec. 7. No trustee shall receive any compensation for his
services as trustee ; but expenses necessarily incurred in render^
ing the same shall be paid by the asylum.
Sec. 8. The trustees shall, at each annual meeting, appoint
from their number an auditor, whose duty it shall be to exam-
ine the books and audit the accounts of the treasurer and of
the financial agent for the ensuing ^^ear, and make a written
report to the board.
Sec. 9. The treasurer shall give a bond, acceptable to the
trustees, in the penal sum of fifteen thousand dollars, for the
faithful performance of his duties, for and during such time as
he shall continue to hold the office of treasurer, which bond
shall be deposited with the president of the board.
Sec. 10. The treasurer shall receive, hold, and disburse all
moneys coming to the asylum, except the permanent funds and
the income thereof. He shall make an exhibit of the state of
his books, and of the property in his custody, when called for
by the trustees. He shall make up his accounts to the thirty-
first day of March inclusive in each year, which accounts, with
his report thereon, shall be laid before the trustees at their
annual meeting. His books shall at all times be open to the
examination of the trustees.
Sec. 11. The treasurer shall pay all bills approved by the
superintendent, and, in addition thereto, such orders as the
superintendent may draw on him for the ordinary expenditures
of the asylum, when said offices are held by different individ-
uals.
Sec. 12. The treasurer shall receive such compensation for
his services as the trustees may from time to time determine.
Sec. 13. The secretary shall attend all meetings of the board
of trustees, and keep a record of their proceedings. He shall
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also prepare, or cause to be prepared, all documents, state-
ments, and notices which may be ordered by tlie board, or by
the president thereof.
Sec. 14. The secretary shall receive such compensation for
his services as the trustees ma}^ from time to time determine.
Sec. 15. The board of trustees shall appoint a superintend-
ent, who shall be a physician, and shall reside at the asylum.
He shall have the entire control of the treatment and manage-
ment of the patients ; the power to appoint and discharge all
persons employed in their care ; and shall exercise a general
supervision and direction of every department of the institu-
tion.
Sec. 16. The superintendent shall make a written report to
the trustees, at their annual meeting, of the condition of the
asylum, and embracing such other topics as may have been
suggested by the progress of the institution and the experiences
of the year.
Sec. 17. The superintendent shall receive for his services, in
addition to furnished apartments, board, lights, and fuel, for
himself and family, such a salary as the trustees may from time
to time determine.
Sec. 18. The superintendent shall furnish, to the acceptance
of the trustees, a bond for the faithful performance of his du-
ties, in the penal sum of ten thousand dollars, which bond shall
be kept by the president of the asylum.
Sec. 19. The superintendent shall appoint two assistant phy-
sicians, who shall reside at the asylum. They shall possess
such characters and qualifications as will enable them to dis-
charge the ordinary duties of the superintendent, and shall at
all times perform such duties as he may assign them, and to his
acceptance.
>Sec. 20. The assistant physicians shall I'eceive such com|)en-
sation for their services as the trustees may from time to time
determine, in addition to furnished apartments, lights, fuels, and
board.
Sec. 21. All funds, amounting to one thousand dollars and
upwards, which have heretofore been or which may hereafter
be given to the New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane, shall,
unless otherwise ordered by their donors, be entered upon the
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books of the finaucial agent as permanent funds, with the sur-
names of the donors attached to each, and be forever kept
intact. The income of each shall be expended from time to time
in accordance with the conditions upon which it was given, or,
in the absence of conditions, in such manner as the trustees
shall deem to be for the highest interest of the asylum and its
patients.
Sec. 22. There shall be chosen, by ballot, a financial agent,
who shall have charge of the permanent funds of the asylum,
shall collect, and, under the advice of the finance committee,
from time to time invest, manage, and disburse any moneys
arising therefrom. He shall be, ex officio, a member of the
finance committee, shall give a satisfactory bond for the faith-
ful performance of his trust in the penal sum of twenty-five
thousand dollars, and continue in office until his successor is
elected. He shall receive for his services such compensation as
the trustees shall from time to time determine.
Sec. 23. The trustees shall annually choose two from their
board, who, with the financial agent, shall constitute a finance
committee, and have general supervision and control of the
permanent funds of the asylum, with power to sell and transfer
any stocks, bonds, and other securities belonging to said funds,
whenever, in their judgment, it may be expedient so to do.
Sec. 24. Besides attending the annual meeting, the trustees
shall severally visit the as^dum twice each year, in such months
as they may select or as may be assigned to them : make a
thorough examination of the house and of the condition of the
patients ; and, before leaving, make a record of their respective
visits in a book to be kept at the asylum for that purpose.
Skc. 25. These by-laws may be altered or amended at any
annual meeting by a vote of two thirds of the trustees present,
or at a special meeting called for that purpose.
SERVICE MANUAL.
A strict observance of the following rules is the established
condition of all contracts for service with the New Hampshire
Asylum for the Insane ; and any applicant for a position, not
willing to observe them strictly, will do better to seek employ-
ment elsewhere.
1. Any employe wishing to leave the premises, to go into the
city or elsewhere, must apply at the office, that such absence
may be understood ; aiid all must be at the asylum by 9 : 30
o'clock in the evening, unless away later by permission.
2. It is expected that all persons employed will consider,
that, on the conditions of their respective contracts, they have
engaged their time and best services to the asylum ; that they
are under obligations to do every dut}'^ assigned them, promptly
and faithfully ; that they will feel })ersonally interested in the
good care, safety, and welfare of the patients ; and that they
will give their personal influence in support of good order and
the established regulations of the institution. To this end, it is
most desirable that all should cultivate quiet, kind, and dignified
manners, and correct habits in all things, considering always
that this is no less for the interest of the employe than for that
of the employer.
. 3. Those proposing to discontinue their services will give at
least thirty days' notice, that time may be given to supply their
places.
4. That the house may be quiet, it is expected that all will
be at their own rooms after !) : 30 o'clock in the evening, at
which time the house is closed for the night. After this time,
the quiet of the house must not be disturbed by passing and
conversation. All must bear in mind that the repose of the
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patients is a thing of prime importance. All having duties
must rise at the morning bell, and proceed to the performance
of the same.
5. No light must be carried about the buildings except in a
lantern, and the greatest care must be taken iu the use of
matches, that none be left exposed. A little carelessness in this
thing might be followed with the most serious consequences.
No smoking will be allowed on the asylum premises, except in
the smoking-room provided for that purpose.
6. No one will invite visitors to stop in the house, without
permission to do so ; but, on application, all reasonable privi-
leges will be granted.
7. No one shall employ' a patient to do private work for him
or herself, without the consent of the superintendent, assistant
superintendent, or other officer authorized to give such permis-
sion ; and no one is allowed to trade or make bargains with
patients.
8. Provision is made to afford each person employed a vaca-
tion of two weeks in the year, during which time the duties of
the position will be done by a substitute ; but the superintend-
ent does not guarantee to retain the place of any one for a
longer term of absence. On leaving for a vacation, or perma-
nently, every one will deliver his or her keys at the office.
9. Whenever patients are encouraged to engage in any kind
of labor, it is with a view to their own benefit ; and hence no
one will be taken from the halls for that purpose unless some
order to that effect has been given in the case.
10. The person taking patients to labor will be held strictly
responsible for their safety, kind care, and safe return to their
respective halls.
11. All farmers or others to whom patients are entrusted for
labor, will remember that they are not to be treated as servants ;
they will avoid all appearance of commanding, and will exer-
cise the greatest care that no willing one shall be made a
drudge, or work too long. It will be treated as a grave offence
if any employe shall take advantage of the willingness or men-
tal weakness of any patient, to impose on such one the harder
or more mipleasant parts of the work on which they are em-
ployed. The head farmer is required to see that this rule is
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obeyed in spirit and letter, and report promptly to the sui)erin-
tendent any A'iolation of the same. As occupation is a thing of
the greatest value to most patients, every employe is required
to do all in his or her power to interest them in it in some form,
and make it attractive.
12. As far as practicable, provision will be made to give each
employe opportunity to be absent from duty for church services
on Sunday a due proportion of the time ; and any whose ordi-
nary labor is wholly suspended on Sunday are liable to be called
on to relieve others, whose duties continue, a portion of the
time, and such must hold themselves in readiness to be so called
on. It is expected that all employes, whose duties do not inter-
fere, will be present at the regular Sunday service in the
chapel.
STEWARD,
The steward will have the general oversight of the buildings,
farm, stock, and premises. It will be his duty to attend to or-
dinary business transactions, and see that asylum property, in
every department, is saved, kept in its proper place, protected
from harm or waste, and properly used. He will see that every-
thing about the premises is kept in good order, that the grounds
near the house are kept clean, free from waste and rubbish, and
will extend the same supervision to the basements and attics,
and see that the person to whom it is assigned to care for these
spaces discharges his duty faithfully. He will see that all ani-
mals are properly taken care of, and that carriages, tools, and
implements are kept in repair, and stored in their places when
not in use ; and, generally, he will be responsi])le to the super-
intendent for the good condition of property and premises, and
must promptly notify him of anything adverse to the welfare of
the asylum which comes to his knowledge. He will attend to
l)rocuring ordinary supplies for subsistence, except so far as
otherwise provided for by the superintendent, and see that such
goods are delivered and stoi'ed in their proper places. He will
see that the house is closed and the doors locked at the ap-
pointed hour at night, and hold himself ready to discharge any
special duty required by the superintendent.
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CLERK.
It will be the duty of the clerk to keep the books and accounts
in a neat and accurate manner, take s^'stematic care of all pa-
pers connected therewith, and perform any special clerical work
required by the superintendent.
HOUSEKEEPER.
Sec. 1. The housekeeper will have the general management
of the internal domestic affairs. The labor in the kitchen,
laundry, and sewing department will be done under her direc-
tion ; and those employed in these departments will hold them-
selves subject to her orders in the discharge of their duties.
She will attend to the good condition of all apartments con-
nected with the general housekeeping, will see that they are
properly furnished and kept in good order. She M-ill see that
all the work in her departments is done in accordance with the
general instructions of the superintendent.
Sec. 2. She will have the care of all goods and material
used in her department, and will see that they are saved and
economically used ; all bedding and articles manufactured for
housekeeping purposes will be under her care, and she must
see that they are not wasted or given out needlessly. She will
have the care of the making of any clothing furnished to female
patients, and will be required to keep an accurate account of the
cost of such clothing or other articles furnished to any one.
The cost of any articles furnished for patients must be returned
by her to the supervisor, to be entered in the accounts of such
patients.
Sec. 3. It is the duty of the housekeeper to report to the
superintendent any instance of misconduct, failure in the proper
discharge of duty, or violation of the established regulations,
occurring in her department and not promptly rectified by the
delinquent. It will also be her duty to report, to the person
who kee])s the time-])Ook, the times of commencing and leaving
duty of all emijloyed in her department.
SOPERVISORS.
Sec. 1. The supervisors in their respective departments will
have the general oversight of the halls and the patients ; and
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the prudence and tact with which their dnties are performed will
be au important factor in the condition of the house. It is ex-
pected that they will see that the rules of tlie house relating to
the patients are observed in every particular ; that all patients
are treated with uniform respect and kindness ; and it is their
imperative duty to report immediately to the superintendent or
assistant superintendent any instance of neglect, incivility, or
ill-usage of a patient, or any violation of the established rules.
Skc. 2. They will see that all medicines prescribed are faith-
fully and in a proper manner administered, and that all direc-
tions of the medical officers are strictlv obeyed.
Sec. 3. They will l)e expected to pass as much time in the
halls as the proper discharge of other duties will allow, will
instruct new attendants in their duties, and as much as possible
assist in efforts to interest and employ the patients.
Sec. 4. The supervisors must see that the dining-rooms are
furnished with the necessary utensils, that the attendants take
proper care of the dining-rooms, that the cupboards are sweet
and in order, the tables neatly set, and the meals properly served.
Sec. 5. They will have the general charge of the clothing of
patients, and an oversight of the beds and bedding of the halls.
The attendants must report to them any deficiency in either
which may exist, and it is their duty to see that such wants are
supplied.
Sec. (). On the admission of patients, their clothing will be
taken in charge by the supervisors, entered in the book provided
for the purpose, and each ai'ticle plainly marked. All articles
afterwards furnished or received will be cared for in the same
manner.
The clothing of patients leaving must be compared with the
record, neatly packed, and delivered at the office by the appro-
priate su})ervisor.
Any knives, razors, or other dangerous article in possession
of a patient on admission, must be brought to the office for safe-
keeping and record.
Sec. 7. They will pay special attention to the sick, report
promptly at the office any change of symptoms, see that they
have' proper attention, and that any special diet prescribed is
(lelicately prepared and served.
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Sec. 8. After passing through the halls and learning the con-
dition of the patients early in the morning, the supervisors will
very briefly report to the physicians any sickness or other fact
demanding attention before the morning Ausits.
Sec. 9. Before the Sunday chapel service, and other occasions
of public gathering, the supervisors will see that the patients
are properly dressed for the occasion, and accompanied to the
chapel by their attendants.
Sec. 10. The supervisors will report to the clerk the times of
commencing and leaving off work on the part of the attendants
employed in their respective departments.
Sec. 11. In general, the supervisors are expected to hold
themselves in readiness to carry into practical effect the instruc-
tions of the superintendent, and to use all their personal influ-
ence in support of the spirit and design of these regulations.
attendants.
Sec. 1. In all their intercourse with the patients, the attend-
ants are required to treat them with respect and civility, to be
kind and gentle in manner, and avoid roughness of every kind.
They must answer, as far as they can, the civil questions of a
patient, and attend to every reasonable request. They must be
calm and quiet under provocation, never scold, threaten, or
recriminate, and make every request in a respectful manner.
Sec. 2. In the care of the insane, sympathy, kindness, and
tact should take the place of force and display of authority.
But if at any time the use of force becomes a necessity, the
manner of using it should take away its oftensiveness ; and force
should never be resorted to without the presence of sufficient
assistance to render a violent struggle unnecessary.
Sec. 3. A cheerful look, a kind manner, a respectful demean-
or, and expressions of sympathy will do much to quiet the
excited, and give the attendant influence and easy control over
patients, and render duty easv and agreeal)le.
Sec. 4. The opposition which the insane make often arises
from delusions that lead them to believe they are to be injured
in some way ; and for this reason every effort to control them,
to administer food, medicine, or baths, or to do anything for
them, should be made in the most kind and delicate manner^
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that their confidence may be secured and retained. On the other
had, cross words, angry looks, or violent acts destroy their con-
fidence and diminish their chances of recovery. No one must
risk the consequences of such measures.
Sec. 0. A blow or a kick is never to be inflicted on a patient
by any employe under any circumstances. Any violation of
this rule will be treated as a grave offence.
Sec. 6. Mechanical restraint must never be put on a patient
without the authority of a medical officer.
Sec. 7. The attendant should be an example of good man-
ners, avoiding all rude and ungentlemanly or unladylike habits
not suited to the well ordered household. They should treat
each other and all with civility and politeness, cherish a high
sense of obligation, and never forget the golden rule, to do by
others as, in changed circumstances, one would wish to be done
by. By this simple means the attendant is sure to gain, not
only self-respect, but an easy control and personal influence.
Sec. 8. Attendants should hear with patience, and answer
with caution ; should never promise what cannot safely be per-
formed, and having made a promise, be faithful in its execution.
Sec. 9. The peculiarities of patients must never be made a
subject of sport or ridicule, but, rather, withheld from publicity,
with tender regard for their feelings and welfare.
Sec. 10. The attendants must rise at the ringing of the
morning bell, and at once commence the labors of the day. On
opening the sleeping-rooms of the patients, they shall greet the
occupants with expressions of kindness, see that they rise (if
able), are properly dressed, washed, and prepared for breakfast
at the appointed hour.
Sec. 11. As soon as practicable after the patients have arisen
from bed, the attendants must see that the night vessels are
removed from the rooms and the beds thrown open for airing ;
and, as soon as other duties will allow, they will remove all
soiled bedding, and see that the beds are put in good order.
Sec. 12. Immediately after breakfast, the halls and patients'
rooms must be made clean and put in good order, and so kept
at all times. Scrupulous care must be given to the water-clos-
ets, which will require frequent rinsing with hot water, and the
use of disinfectants. The same care must be taken of the
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wash-bowls, and a snfflciencv of clean towels must be at hand
as well as combs and ))rushes for the hair.
The attendants will follow the same rule of cleanliness in the
care of the halls, windows, spaces, back stairs, and dining-
rooms, never being satisfied until they are as clean as they can
be made. Patients able and willing to assist in these labors are
to be encouraged to do so, hut never compelled to work. The
attendants are held responsible for the complete execution of
these requirements.
Sec. 13. The attendants will ever be watchful of the state of
the atmosphere in the halls, and report to the office any evi-
dence of impurity which is beyond their power to correct other-
wise.
Sec. 14. The attendants must see that clean linen is put on
each bed once in every week, and oftener if necessary ; and if
a sufficient supply of this or of towels is not at hand, the fact
must be promptly reported to the supervisor.
Sec. 15. The attendants must see that the tables are properly
laid, that everything about them is perfectly clean, and that
they are made as inviting as practicable. During meals, the
attendants must always be present and wait on the table in a
respectful and delicate manner, such as they would be willing to
have adopted toward themselves under like circumstances. Pa-
tients must not be hurried through their meals, to hasten the clear-
ing of the table. The attendants must use special care that no
knife, fork, or other article is carried from the tal)le by any
patient.
Sec. 16. It is obviously improper for the attendants, after the
hall work is done, to retire to their own rooms and leave the
patients alone during hours of duty. Their time and attention
are due to the patients, and must be devoted to keeping them
quiet and tidy, preventing improper conduct of every sort, or
lapsing into listlessness and torpor ; to efforts to preserve their
self-respect, and to carry into effect the general direction of the
physicians. These ends are to be sought by efforts to keep
patients occupied, either in work, reading, games, or judicious
social intercourse.
Sec. 17. Visiting from hall to hall during hours of duty,
without special business, or going away to other parts of the
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premises out of one's field of service, is wholly ini|)i"()i)er, and
not allowed.
Sko. liS. The atteudnuls are e\[)eet(Ml to know how every
patient in their ehariije is eni[)lo3'cd, and to ])e vigilant, hy I'very
means in their powtu-, to better the condition of every one.
Sec. v.). The attendants must not allow a patient to be taken
from the halls by any one employed in other departments un-
less a general or si)eeial [)ermission from a medieal ollieer to
that effect has 1)een given ; nor will the patients leave the halls
before breakfast or on Sunday without the same permission.
Skc 20. The attendants must always be alive to the welfare
of those in their charge, and in the night hold themselves ready
to rise and assist the night attendant if the condition of a pa-
tient requires it. They will come to the ottice for medicines or
instructions when needed, and follow all directions carefully.
After giving medicines, they should wash and return the glasses
at once.
Skc. 21. If damage is done to buildings or property by pa-
tients, the attendants will report it to their supervisor.
Sec. 22. The attendants are never to give up their keys ex-
cept at the office, on leaving ; nor are the}' ever to admit stran-
gers into the halls without special permission.
Sec. 23. The attendants ivill always take care that the clothing
woiii hy 2^ttt>snts is adapted to the season and the occasion. In
case of sudden change from heat to cold, they must make at once
the needed change in clothing.
Sec. 24. It is particularly expected of attendants to see that
every patient is cleanly in person, that the hair and nails are
attended to, that any rent in clothing is properly mended, that
the garments worn are kept buttoned or hooked, and that any
stains from carelessness in eating are promptly removed. Each
attendant should keep at hand a sponge and soap, and a small
stock of sewing utensils,—as needles, thread, buttons, hooks
and eyes, etc.—for innnediate use when needed.
Sec. 2o. When the physicians visit the halls, one of the
attendants must be at hand to give any information required, to
accompany them to any patient's room, or render any other
assistance needed.
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Sec. 26. Each patient will take a warm bath each week, un-
less made an exception l)y direction of the physician. In par-
ticular cases of weakness or special delicacy, the sponge bath
may be substituted for the tul). In such cases, as well as those
who may desire to bathe more frequently, the attendant should
apply to the attending physician for specific directions.
The attendants must superintend the baths of patients, and
not leave the halls with the bath-rooms open (unless exceptions
are made) ; and in no case must an epileptic or suicidal patient
bathe without the presence of an attendant.
Sec. 27. In suitable weather all patients who ai-e able will go
out for exercise, accompanied by their respective attendants, on
such conditions as shall from time to time be prescribed. In
these out-door exercises the attendants must see that no one
strap's from the party, and so regulate the speed of walking or
the character of other exercise as to suit, as well as may be, the
average of persons present. They must try to avoid all appear-
ance of restraint, and seek to make these occasions as enjoyable
as possible. Preference should be given to walks within the
asylum grounds ; but when walks are taken into the city, it is
not i)ermitted to visit stores, hotels, railroad stations, or other
public places, except by permission previously obtained. In the
airing-courts the same rules for the care of patients will be ob-
served as apply to tlie halls. The attendants luust not allow
any rubl)ish to accnnmlate on the ground of the courts.
Sec. 28. The attendants must shave those patients who do
not desire to wear the beard. In shaving, great care must be
taken to have the razor in good order, and to shave easily and
neatly. No other patient should l)e present ; and the razors
]nust l)e kept under lock and key in the attendant's room.
Sec. 2i). The attendants, in their respective halls, will strictly
observe the instructions of the superintendent in regard to the
time for the patients' retiring ; and in assisting them to bed they
must practise the same delicacy and courtesy enjoined elsewhere
in these rules. Before closing the doors for the night they must
see that the jjatients are comfortably in bed ; and it is especially
enjoined that they offer gentle and i)atient assistance to the feeble
and aged, and leave all with a kind '' (Jood-night."
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NKillT ATTENOANTS.
Sec. 1. The night Jitteudauts will visit the office at eight
o'clock ill the evening, to receive their instrnctions for the night,
and go on dutv at once. They will continue in charge of their
resjHH'tive sections of the house until after the ringing of the
rising-l)ell, at the times established, after which they will be
relieved by the attendants.
They nuist be always awake, vigilant, and faithful, giving
their whole attention to the condition of the house and the pa-
tients. They must make their respective rounds, not hastily,
thus leaving a large part of the time to be spent at the office,
but dividing it l)etween the various apartments as directed.
They must pass through the halls in the most quiet manner,
l)eiug especially careful in opening and closing doors, and make
the personal observations required with the most respectful del-
icacy, disturl)ing the jiatient as little as possible.
They must be especially watchful of the sick, minister ten-
derly to their wants, carry out scrupulously all instructions in
regard to them, and i'ei)ort to a physician ajiy unfavorable
change of condition.
They must promptly attend to the call of patients, ascertain
their wants, and satisfy them, if practicable.
They must do all in their })ower to soothe and quiet any who
may be wakeful or timid, and assure them of their safety.
Sec. 2. They must be especially vigilant in the care of those
inclined to suicide or self-injury, and neglect no effort to be
assured of the safety of such, in accordance with the specific
directions they receive in each case.
Sec. 3. They must be always watchful in regard to fire, and
if it occurs must at once, and in the most quiet manner, inform
the officers and employes, without a general alarm, and proceed
to extinguish it. They must frequently inspect the attics of
their respective departments, and see that the iron doors are
kept shut.
The safety, the comf(jrt, and the lives of large numbers are
entrusted, in a great measure, to the night attendants ; and a
degree of vigilance and faithfulness, corresponding to the mag-
nitude of the interests at stake, is expected of them in the exe-
cution of all instructions "iven them.
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Sec. 4. It is the imperative dut}' of the night attendauts to
report any irreguhirity or viohition of the rules of the house,
which may come to their knowledge, to the superintendent . and
not to make the same a sul)ject of remark elsewhere.
Sec. 5. During public exercises in the chapel, on Sunday and
other occasions, it is made the duty of the night attendants to
look to the condition of the halls in the ahsence of the attendants.
COOK.
Under the direction of the matron, the cook will have the su-
pervision of the work in the kitchen, the care of utensils, and of
supplies of provisions within the kitchen premises.
The cook must see that the kitchen and all utensils are kept
clean and in perfect order, that good order is preserved in the
kitchen, and that each employe performs all duties assigned in
a proper manner.
The cook shall see that all food is i)repared as directed, is
made palatable and inviting, and sent to the halls hot. Si)ecial
care must be taken in preparing messes for the sick, that the}'
are nicely cooked, and sent to the patients in acceptable form.
The cook will rei)ort to the matron any instance of failure in
duty or violation of the rules occurring in the department.
Persons emjjloyed elsewhere in the institution will not be
allowed to loiter a])out the kitchen premises or bakery.
If any meat, butter, or other articles of food, of poor quality,
are furnished for use, the head cook must i)ronii>tly report it to
the steward or superintendent.
The baker will see that the baking-room, oven, and all uten-
sils belonging to his department, are kept scrupulously clean at
all times, that the house is kept supplied with the various kinds
of l)read prescribed, and he must keep his stock of bread suffi-
ciently in advance of the demand, that it may not be eaten ab-
solutely new. On the mornings designated, he will make warm
rolls or biscuit in season for breakfast.
It is his duty to report at once to the su])erintendent or stew-
ard any defect he may discover in the qiudity of the Hour or
other material for food furnished to his department.
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The porter will have the whole charge of the food car, and will
keep it always clean and in good order ; will, at the appointed
time, take the prepared meals from the kitchen to the several
dnmb-waiters and deliver them to the attendants, who sliall be
l)reseut at the call of the slide-bell, assist the porter in running
up the dumb-waiter, if necessary, and remove the meals care-
fully to the dining-rooms. In this, care must be taken by all
that the food and utensils are handled gently, and that the meals
reach the tal)le in good order. In like manner nuist the dishes
and slops be received from the attendants l)y the porter, and l)y
him be properly disposed of.
The porter will be responsible for keepiug the basement and
attics swept, and everything in its place. It is also his duty to
fill the under-beds for the female attendants, great care being-
taken that the sacks ])e not soiled in the i)rocess. He will also
remove the discarded beds each morning to the place designated.
At the appointed times, the porter will attend to the delivery
of ice to the hall attendants and others, according to instructions
of the superintendent. He will see that any objects thrown from
the windows during the night ai'e removed promptly in the
morning, and will hold himself ready to perform au}^ item of
duty re(piired by the superintendent.
ENGINEER.
The engineer will be responsible for the good care of the
boilers, engine, steam and w^ater-pumps, and all parts of the
machinery, which must be kept in repair and in good running
order. He shall promptly attend to the repairs needed in steam
or water apparatus, or other repairs or alterations assigned to
him. It will be his duty to see that the boilers are properly
fired, and the fuel used in the most economical and efficient
manner. lie will see that the radiators, air-chambers, and flues
are properly adjusted for heat and ventilation, and that the
amount of steam genenited is wisely adapted to the state of the
weather. It will be his duty in sunnner to attend to all needed
alterations and repairs in steam-heating api)aratus, preparatory
to the demands of winter.
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He must at all times be so thoroughly familiar with the loca-
tion and condition of all hydrants, hose, or water-cocks provided
for the extinguishing of fire, that he can put them in operation
instantly, if needed. He will also he expected to hold himself
in readiness to attend to any special duty required by the super-
intendent.
FARMER.
The liead farmer will have the immediate supervision of the
farm laborers, the laying out of the work, and the direction of
the care and use of the stock and farming utensils ; and all
farm laborers will look to him for specific directions as to their
duties.
It is his duty to see that all farm fences are kept in repair,
and that everything on the farm and about the farm buildings is
kept in perfect order, that the stock is well cared for, that every
farmer performs his duty well, and that oW material is properly
and economically used. He will report to the clerk the time of
service of each person in liis department, and to the superin-






APPOINTED TO EXAMINE INTO
THE CONDITION OF THE INSANE
oou:n"ty almshouses
NEW HAMPSHIRE,
CONCORD, N. H. :
PARSONS B. COGSWELL, PUBLIC PRINTER.
I S S 3 .

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
Executive Department, May 5, 1883.
In pursuance of a joint resolution of tlie legislature, passed
at the June session, 1881, it is ordered that the within report be
printed and laid before the legislature at its next session.
CHARLES H. BELL.

R E ¥» O R T.
To His Excellency the Governor and to the Honorable Council of
the State of New Hampshire
:
The undersigned, a commission by you appointed under a
joint resolution of the legislature authorizing the governor to
appoint three competent persons to examine into the condition
of the insane in the several county almshouses of this state,
approved Aug. 18, 1881. respectfully report as follows, viz. :
That between the 26th day of June, 1882, and the third day
of the following November, we visited each of the county alms-
houses, ten in number, and made inspection of the insane coun-
ty paupers resident therein, as well as of the accommodations
and food provided for them. In every instance the officers of
these institntions were apprised of our intended visits. In
every instance we were cordially received.
For the purpose of acquiring more definite and authoritative
information than it was practicable to obtain at the times of
their visits, we sent on the first day of February, 1883, to each
county commissioner and to each superintendent of a county
almshouse a copy of the aforesaid resolution, accompanied by
a list of forty-six interrogatories, and a request that to these
answers be made and forwarded to the chairman of our commis-
sion, Mr. John J . Bell, at Exeter, on or before the first day of
March last. The following is copy of the circular thus for-
warded :
JOIXT RESOLUTION authorizing the governor to appoint
suitable persons to examine into the condition of insane in
the county almshouses in this state.
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives in Gen-
eral Court convened:
That the governor, with the advice of the council, shall, on
or before the first day of October next, appoint three competent
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persons, of whom one shall be a physician, one a lawyer, and
the third a man of general business experience, whose duty it
shall be to visit the several count}' almshouses in the state,
examine into the condition of every insane person there de-
tained, and report to the governor and council on or liefore the
first day of May, 1883, the number, condition, the manner of
care and treatment of all such persons, together with such
recommendations relative to a modification or improvement of
the same as from their investigations they may deem necessary
;
which report, with such suggestions as he may think advisable,
the governor shall cause to be printed and laid before the leg-
islature at its next session.
The persons so appointed shall receive no compensation for
their services, })ut shall be paid their necessary travelling ex-
penses from the treasury of the state.
Approved August 18, 1881.
To the county commissioners of the county of in the
state of New Hampshire :
In accordance with the foregoing joint resolution of the legis-
lature of the state of New Hampshire, the undersigned, a com-
mission appointed by the governor and council to carry into
effect its several provisions, respectfully request your answers
to the following interrogatories in aid of the duty assigned them.
Please return this circular, with your answers written thereon,
to John J. Bell, Chairman Pauper Insane Commission, Exeter,






Concord, N. H., Feb. 1, 1883.
INTERROGATORIES
.
1. Of how many acres does your county poor-farm consist?
2. What was the value of the i)roducts raised upon it during
your last financial year ?
3. What was the number of paupers at the poor-farm of your
county on the first day of February, A. D. 1883?
4. How many of them were of unsound mind?
5. How many of them were of feeble mind or idiotic from
birth?
6. How many of them, once of sound mind, were demented
in conseiiuence of existing or previous insanity t*
7. How many do you regard as having fair prospects of re-
covery ?
8. Is special treatment of mental disease afforded at the poor-
farm of your county ?
9. Are there buildings upon it exclusively devoted to the
insane ? If so, please state the number and the dimensions of
each.
10. Have you exercise yards connected therewith, and if so,
what are the areas of each ?
11. Are these buildings of brick, or of wood?
12. Are they warmed by steam, or by stoves?
13. If by steam, are they warmed by direct or indirect ra-
diation ?
14. If by stoves, how many are used for that purpose?
15. Are there strong rooms in such buildings for the special
use of insane persons requiring close confinement, and if so,
how many?
16. Are insane persons ever locked up at night in any of these
buildings without the constant presence of one or more attend-
ants therein ?
17. How many insane persons at your county farm on the
first day of February, 1883, required constant or occasional
confinement in their rooms ?
18. How many were able, under suitable supervision, to do
some work about the farm or house ?
19. Have you general sitting-rooms for the insane, other than
the passage-ways in the building or buildings devoted to their
particular use ?
20. Have you special attendants upon the insane whose sole
business it is to care for them, and if so, how many?
21. Are any of these attendants paupers, and if so, how
many ?
22. Have any of the attendants upon the insane ever before
been residents at your poor-farm by sentence of a court of law ?
23. Do the insane of opi)osite sexes ever associate together
in the buildings devoted to their particular occupancy?
24. Can the insane of either sex pass out of the buildings
they occupy without going through any apartment occupied by
those of the opposite sex ?
25. Are insane persons, when confined alone in their rooms,
ever allowed to smoke therein ?
20. Has a fire ever occurred in any of the buildings upon the
poor-farm of your county ?
27. If so, were any insane persons injured thereby, how
many, and to what extent?
28. Is there a jail or house of correction upon the poor-farm
of your county?
29. If so, are insane persons ever allowed to associate with
persons sentenced thereto ?
30. Are insane persons ke{)t in sucli jail or house of correc-
tion ?
31. Have you an abundant supply of i)ure water in the build-
ings upon the poor-farm of your county occupied by the insane?
32. Have you proper bathing tubs in use in such buildings?
33. Are the insane bathed at. stated times, and if so, how
often ?
34. How many of the insane at the poor-farm of your county
on the first day of February, 1883, were supported by the
county ?
35. How many were supported by towns ?
3(). How many were supported at i)rivate expense, either of
themselves or of other individuals ?
37. How many insane persons, not paupers, have ever been
kept at the poor-farm of your county?
38. How many have received treatment at an asylum for the
insane before coming to the poor-farm of your count}'?
39. How many recoveries from insanity have there been at
the poor-farm of vour countv during the vear ending February
1, 1883?
40. What has been the average cost per week of supporting-
each insane person at the poor-farm of your county during your
last financial year ?
41 . Does this price include all products of the poor-farm ex-
pended in their support?
42. Do you detain at the poor-farm of your county any per-
son alleged to be insane, without a certificate of rei)utable phy-
sicians that such person is insane and a proper subject of such
detention ?
43. Do you make printed annual reports of the numlier, ad-
missions, conditions, recoveries, discharges, and deaths of insane
persons on the poor-farm of your county ?
44. To whom are such reports made ?
45. Does your experience suggest any modification of the
existing laws relative to the pauper insane of this state ?
46. Do you favor making insane paupers, requiring special
and extra care, wards of the state, to be placed under its con-
trol and supported at its exjiense ?
Answers to these interrogatories have been received from
every county. These have been since grouped under the several
questions to which they are replies, for convenience of examina-
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tion by any person wishing any particular or general informa-
tion which they afford. In some instances the meaning of a
question has evidently been misapprehended, and the answer is




1. Of how many acres does your county poor-farm consist?




















What was the value of the products raised upon it during







Cheshire—Stearns & Fuller, $5,267.44 ; Abbot, over
Sullivan, not given.
Grafton, 150 tons hay, $1,800 ; corn and fodder, $450';











3. What was the number of paupers at the poor-farm of your
county on the first day of February, a. d. 1883?













7. How many do you regard as having fair prospects of re-
covery ?











8. Is special treatment of mental disease afforded at the poor-










Grafton—Such cases as seem to offer a reasonable ground
for hope from medical treatment are promptly transferred to the
Asylum for the Insane at Concord.
Coos—All medical treatment thought necessary.
9. Are there buildings upon it exclusively devoted to the insane?
If so, please state the number and the dimensions of each.
Rockingham—Yes, two : brick, 58 x 36 ; wing, 31 x 22 ;
—
wood, 48x30.




Carroll—A part of the almshouse is used for that purpose.
Merrimack—One building, 40x30 ; 2 floors high.
Hillsborough—Two buildings : male insane ward, 30 x 30 ft.
;
3 floors ;—female insane ward, 30 x 36 feet ; 3 floors.
Cheshire—Yes, theL, 30x30, 6 rooms. "Stearns." Only
the L of the main building, 30x30, 6 rooms ; second floor,
8x12. Also 3 or 4 rooms in main building. "Abbott."
There are none, but several rooms in main building are used
;
also the L, 30x30, with 6 rooms and hall. " Fuller."
Sullivan—One building, 30x36.
Grafton—One two-story wood building, 30x30.
Coos—One building, 14 rooms.
10. Have you exercise yards connected therewith, and if so,
what are the areas of each ?
Rockingham—Two : men's, 38 x 30 ; women's, 75 x 61.
Strafford—Yes, two, 50 x 50 each.
Belknap—No yards for this especial purpose, but good grounds
for exercise.
Carroll—None, but are allowed suitable exercise.
Merrimack—Two 3^ards
.
Hillsborough—Yes : female, 45 x50 ; male, 90 x 108.
Cheshire—Yes, 60x60.
Sullivan—No ; but they have open-air exercise.
Grafton—We have, 60 x 60.
Coos—One yard. ^ acre.
11. Are these buildings of brick, or of wood?
Rockingham—One of each.
Strafford—Wood.































Coos—Direct, in hall between the cells.












15. Are there strong rooms in such buildings for the special use
of insane persons requiring close confinement, and if so,













16. Are insane persons ever locked up at night in any of these







Hillsborough—No attendant at night except the watchman^





17. How many insane persons at your County Farm on the first
day of February, 1883, required constant or occasional con-
finement in their rooms ?
Rockingham— 19.
Strafford—2 constantly, and majority occasional.
Belknap—5.
Carroll—9.






18. How many were able, under suitable supervision, to do some














19. Have you general sitting-rooms for the insane, other than
the passage-ways in the building or buildings devoted to






Merrimack—2 rooms, 15 x 40.





20. Have you special attendants upon the insane whose sole
business it is to care for them, and if so, how many?
Rockingham—2 besides superintendent and matron.
Strafford—Yes, 2.
Belknap—Yes, 1.
Carroll—None, but have some one constantly in charge.
Merrimack— 2. one for men and one for women.
Hillsborough— 1 who has the sole care, 3 the general care.
Cheshire—Have not, but they are under the constant care of
















Grafton—2, who are paupers at the present time.
Coos—Not any.
22. Have any of the attendants upon the insane ever before
been residents at your poor-farm by sentence of a court of
law?










23. Do the insane of opposite sexes ever associate together in
the buildings devoted to their particular occupancy ?
Rockingham—No.
Strafford—No.






Grafton—They do not, but have separate departments.
Coos—Thev do not.
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24. Can the insane of either sex pass out of the buildings they
occupy witliout going through any apartment occupied by













25. Are insane persons, when confined alone in their rooms, ever












26. Has a fire ever occurred in any of the buildings upon the
poor-farm of your county ?
Rockingham—Yes
Strafford—Yes, the almshouse, but not the insane asylum.
Belknap—Yes, once.
Carroll—Never.






Grafton—The almshouse was burned in 1875. There has
been no flre in the buildings now standing.
Coos—Not to any extent.
27. If so, were any insane persons injured thereby ; how many,





Belknap—Yes ; one was suffocated by smoke.
Carroll—No answer.

















Sullivan—No jail, but there is a house of correction.
Grafton—Only a house of correction.
Coos—There is not.
29. If so, are insane persons ever allowed to associate with
persons sentenced thereto?
Rockinghan—No.




















Cheshire—No ; except occasionally, a violent man is put into




31. Have you an abundant supply of pure water in the build-




Belknap—Yes ; water-works put in last fall,
Carroll—We have.






32. Have you proper bathing tubs in use in such buildings?
Rockingham—Yes.
Strafford—Yes.










33. Are the insane bathed at stated times^ and if so, how often?
Rockingham—Yes, once a week for all, and some very much
oftener.
Strafford—Once a week, and oftener if needed.
Belknap—Yes, some four times a week, and some every day.
Carroll—Once a week, and sometimes every day.
Merrimack—Once a week, and oftener if filthy.
Hillsborough—Yes, once a week.
Cheshire—Not at stated times, but as often as the superin-
tendent deems it necessary.
Sullivan—Not at stated times.
Grafton—They are, once a week.
Coos—They are bathed, but not at stated times.
34. How many of the insane at the poor-farm of your county




























36. How many were supported at private expense, either of













37. How man}^ insane persons, not paupers, have ever been kept
at the poor-farm of your county ?
Rockingham— 1, at present ; 5 removed by friends from Con-
cord ; and 3 others to our knowledge, 2 of which were re-
moved by friends from Concord asylum.




Hillsborough—Have no means of knowing.





38. How many have received treatment at an asylum for the
insane before coming to the poor-farm of your county ?
Rockingham—48.
Strafford—Of tlie present number, 10.
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Belknap—All.









39. How many recoveries from insanity have there been at the
poor-farm of your county during the year ending February
1, 1883?













40. What has been the average cost per week of supporting
each insane person at the poor-farm of your county during




Carroll—Average cost of supporting all paupers at farm last
year, $1.30|.
Merrimack—About $1 .50. We cannot tell sure until April 15,
when we take account of stock.
Hillsborough—$1.30.
Cheshire—$1.25^.
Sullivan—Of all paupers, $1.28.




41. Does this price include all products of the poor-farm ex-








Cheshire—^'Fuller and Stearns," yes. "Abbott," not the
appraised value, but the actual cost (not including the pau-
per labor) and 5 per cent, on the investment.
Sullivan—We think it does.
Grafton—It does.
Coos—Includes expenditures and interest.
42. Do 3'ou detain at the poor-farm of your county any person
alleged to be insane, without a certificate of reputable phy-
sicians that such person is insane and a proper subject of
such detention ?







Cheshire—" Abbott." We detain only such persons alleged to
be insane as have been pronounced as chronic or incurable
at the N. H. Asj'lum, or by some reputable physician. Ful-
ler. No ivritten certificate, but always verbal recommenda-
tion of a reputable physician. Stearns. Most of them
have been inmates of the asylum previous to their admission
to the county almshouse.
43. Do you make printed annual reports of the number, admis-
sions, conditions, recoveries, discharges, and deaths of in-








Hillsborough—All but conditions and recoveries.
Cheshire—All but conditions and recoveries.




44. To whom are such reports made?
Rockingham—To secretary of state, town clerks, county con-
vention, and 2,500 copies distributed through the towns in
the county.
Strafford—Town clerks of towns and secretary of state. We
print 1,000 copies and distribute through the county.
Belknap—To the county commissioners.
Carroll—Citizens of the county.
Merrimack—To the public.
Hillsborough—To the county.
Cheshire—To the citizens of the county.
Sullivan—Reports are sent to the secretary of state and towa
clerks of all towns in the county.
Grafton—To tlie inhabitants of the county of Grafton.
Coos—To the county.
45. Does your experience suggest any modification of the ex-
isting laws relative to the pauper insane of this state ?
Rockingham—None, unless certificate of physicians be re-
quired to commit to county the same as to state asylum.
Strafford—We would suggest that insane be committed to the
county asylum on certificate of a reputable ph^'sician that





Cheshire—" Abbott," yes ; "Fuller," it does not ; " Stearns,"
I do not know of any.
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Sullivan— (No answer.)
Grafton—Our experience is, tliat whenever the county has been
called upon to care for insane paupers, we first learn their
condition, and if such persons are not of the class of insane
idiots, we send them to Concord for treatment and let them
remain there till there is no hope of recovery from their in-
sane condition ; then if they are strong, dangerous persons,
and not safe subjects to be cared for at the county alms-
house, we still let them remain till they become quiet, and
not dangerous subjects to be cared for at the almshouse,
when we take them there to be cared for, because we can sup-
jiort them just as comfortalily and at half the expense as at
Concord. Our county receives no insane paupers from
towns to almshouse to care for who have not received treat-
ment at Concord till there was no hope of recover}', or of
the class of insane idiots. We are of opinion that counties
will always send all insane persons (paupers), where there
is a possibility of their recovery, to an institution where
they^ make a specialty of treating insane persons, for the
reason, if nothing more, that the prospect is better for their
immediate recovery, and the sooner they recover the sooner
they can take care of themselves. For which reasons, and
many more which might be named, we are of the opinion
that the present law is quite as free from objection as any
we shall be likely to get if a change should be made.
Coos—It does not.
4G. Do you favor making insane paupers, requiring special and
extra care, wards of the state, to be placed under its con-








Cheshire—"Abbott"—yes, all except chronic and incurable
cases; "Fuller"—only such as would be benefited by the
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extra care and medical treatment given at the asylum
;
" Stearns "—if they should require quite an amount of spe-
cial and extra care it might be better.
Sullivan—Only such cases as there is a reasonable prospect of
being benefited by the medical treatment furnished at the
asylum.
Grafton—We do not, for the reason that if such a law should
be enacted, each county would naturally Avant to get rid of
all expense possible, consequently would claim that all in-
sane ])ersons require special and extra care, and the result
would be all paupers would ])e supported by the state and
the expense would be greatly increased, while said insane
paupers would not be benefited at all.
Coos—We do not.
From these returns it appears,
—
That these ten county farms above mentioned have an aggre-
gate area of 3,981 acres, or an average of 398 1-10 acres to a
farm. Int. No. 1.
That the value of the products raised upon 8 of these,—those
of Sullivan and Belknap counties not being returned to us,
—
during their last financial year, amounted to $27,114.44, an av-
erage yield per acre of $8.26.
That the almshouses upon these eight farms furnished fifty-
three thousand five hundred and thirty-five and six-sevenths
(53,535 6-7) weeks' board to the county paupers resident there-
on, during the preceding year.
That, excepting those in that of Belknap county, there were
in all the almshouses of the state, on the first day of February,
1883, four hundred and eighty-eight (488) paupers of unsound
minds, of whom one hundred and thirty-four (134) were either
feeble-minded, idiotic from birth, or demented, leaving three hun-
dred and fifty-four (354) considered insane in the popular ac-
ceptation of the term,* nine of whom were thought to have fair
prospects of recovery. Ints. 4, 5, 6, and 10.
That no special treatment of mental disease is attempted at
*In the language of the New Hampshire statute, the words "insane" or "insane
person'' shall include every idiot, non compos, lunatic, insane, or distracted person.
Gen. Laws, chap. 1, sec. 17.
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the tilmshouses of seven eouuties, while at those of Rockingham,
Carroll, and Belknap the retnrns assnre ns that it is afforded.
Int. -S.
The equipments at command, however, so far as shown to
us, gave feeble assurances of success. In truth, special treat-
ment of mental disease, as sxch, is nowhere attempted.
That there are buildings, or parts of buildings, on every poor-
farm, devoted to the insane, seven being of wood and three of
brick. Ints. 9, 11.
These buildings vary much in character, some being fairly
well adapted to their i)urpose. while others are the upper story
of an open wood-shed, or half underground side-hill cellar. In
some, ventilation is attempted with partial success, in others is
almost wholly wanting. We found some insane persons in soli-
tary confinement night and day, summer and winter, in what it
is no exaggeration to call cages, to save the expense of suitable
attendance.
That all the county buildings except two are warmed by
steam, these last being warmed by stoves, in one of which no
less than twenty-three are used for that purpose. Ints. 12—14.
The irresponsibility of the great mass of the inmates suggests
the peril of this mode of warming a large wooden building.
That in all buildings warmed by steam, indirect radiation is
employed but in one. Int. 13.
In an apartment warmed directly by radiators placed within
it, thorough ventilation is impracticable in the colder seasons of
the year, when windows and doors are necessarily kept closed.
And yet in the rooms of a county insane asylum frequent
changes of air are of vital importance.
That in these ten almshouses there are one hundred and
twenty-one ( 121 ) strong rooms for insane persons, requiring con-
finement all or a part of the time, and that in these same alms-
houses there were, on the first day of February last, eighty-one
such persons ; also, that at three of these, insane persons were
locked up at night by themselves without the presence of any
attendant in the buildings devoted to their occupancy. Ints. 15,
16, 17.
That in two buildings devoted to the insane, the inmates of
one sex cannot pass out doors without going through the part
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occupied b}' those of the other sex, while iu seven others the
fact is otherwise. Int. 24.
That on eight of the countv poor-farms tliere is a jail or
house of correction, at two of which the insane are allowed to
associate with criminals sentenced thereto, while at six this is
forbidden, and from one we have no reply to the question upon
this subject. Int. 28, 29.
That some towns are supporting more or less of their insane
paupers at county almshouses ; that the number returned as
thus kept, in eight counties, is twenty-three ; while in six coun-
ties, nine insane persons were kept at countv almshouses at the
expense of friends. Ints. 35, 36.
We understand from some of the count}" commissioners, that
the price of board charged towns and private parties is some-
what above the actual cost, and leaves to the counties a small
profit, being generally some two dollars and a half or three dol-
lars a week.
That the computed average cost per week, to the county, for
keeping an insane pauper, varies in different counties, from one
dollar and twenty-three cents in Belknap, to one dollar and
ninety-five cents in Rockingham, an average of one dollar and
thirty-two and two-ninths cents ($1.32 2-9), in nine of the ten
counties. Int. 40.
This price will hardly excite admiration in the minds of well
informed friends of the insane. "VVe are glad to be able to say
that this last named sum does not measure the Avhole amount
expended by the counties upon their insane paupers, inasmuch
as but a portion only, and in many cases an inconsiderable one,
of the large amount of farm products is included therein.
That upon the question of "making insane paupers, requiring
special and extra care, wards of the state, to be placed under its
control and supported at its expense," five counties are op-
posed to it, one favors it, three favor it "in some cases," and
one has expressed no opinion. Int. 40.
For the suggestions furnished by the experience of the differ-
ent counties touching '' any modification of the existing laws
relative to the pauper insane of this state," you are respectfully
referred to the answers returned to us. under interrogatory
numbered 45.
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We have not deemed it desirable to go into a detail of abuses
or mistaken treatment observed by us, as it seemed to us that
general principles of good management of this unfortunate class
of our fellow-citizens demanded the changes we recommend, ir-
respective of individual cases of suffering. We entertain no
doubt that the several boards of county commissioners and
superintendents are sincere^ desirous of doing their whole
duty by those thus placed under their care, and it is no imputa-
tion upon them that they are not conversant with the latest
information on the subject of the management or control of the
insane. While the actual management in these institutions has
grown u]) gradually and almost unobserved, and abuses not
seen, and, it ma}'^ be, never yet felt, have not been guarded
against for that reason.
A grave difficult}' inherent in the present system, or, rather,
entire lack of system, of caring for our insane county paupers,
arises partly from the want of important legislation, and partly
from the fact that insane paupers are allowed to mingle much
with those who are sane, and sometimes even with the criminals
sent to the jails or houses of correction on the county farms.
Any defect in our laws may be easily remedied. The evils of a
common residence of both sane and insane paupers and crim-
inals at the same almshouse are obvious and serious.
It is a singular fact, that while our statutes are very explicit,
and properh' so, with reference to the detention of persons al-
leged to be insane in the state as^dum,—providing that such
persons shall, before admission, be examined by two reputable
physicians, who shall certify in writing to their unsoundness of
mind ; that the institution shall be carefully watched over by a
Board of Visitors, by a Board of Trustees, and by a corps of
physicians skilled in mental disease, each of which bodies is
required to make a report every year upon the condition of the
institution and its inmates,—these same statutes contain no
jn-ovision whatever to guard the admission or detention in county
almshouses of persons alleged to be insane, give no directions
as to their treatment by physicians conversant with maladies of
the mind, and require no reports of their particular condition and
causes of insanity, or any such other statistical information as is
universally required of the managers of institutions having such
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persons in charge. The whole responsibility of their admission,
detention, and treatment is devolved upon the county com-
missioners, who are left to make such regulations as to them
seem best.
That in the almost entire absence of law regulating the care
and protection of this unfortunate and considerable class of our
population abuses are at any time liable to occur, there can be
no doubt. If such have not, it is very greatly to the credit of
the persons who have hitherto had these institutions in charge.
The sum of the whole matter is this : We have in New Hamp-
shire ten county almshouses, located in different parts of the
state. These are under the immediate charge of ten different
superintendents, professing no knowledge of the treatment of
mental maladies, and under the general government of thirt}'
county commissioners, selected from political considerations, and
chosen to their offices every two years at warmly contested
popular elections.
In connection with these almshouses are established and
maintained eight jails or houses of correction, for the confine-
ment or punishment of criminals.
At these ten almshouses there were, on the first day of last
February, some twelve hundred paupers, four hundred and
eighty-eight of whom were insane in the statute signification of
that term, a few of whom had reasonable hopes of recovery.
In the opinion of this commission, the practice of obliging
the unfortunate poor, particularly those to whose poverty insan-
ity has been added, to associate more or less with criminals
confined upon the same farm as themselves, is one whose dis-
continuance should be speedy and entire, while every county
jail or house of correction should be located elsewhere than
upon its poor-farm.
We believe that everv insane person, rich or poor, is entitled,
at some one's expense, whether his own, that of his friends, or of
the public, as the case may be, to curative treatment, so long as
there remain reasonable hopes of his recovery ; and that to
withold this, thereby depriving him of all chance of regaining
his freedom and power of self-sup})ort. is neither economical nor
humane.
We think that the successful treatment of mental disease is
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impracticable in our county almshouses as at present organized
and managed. AVhile a large portion of the insane county
paupers may live as comfortably and be maintained at as little
expense where they now are as elsewhere, those of whose I'ecov-
er}' there is any hope should be removed to a curative institu-
tion, and there remain until restored to reason or pronounced
incurable by competent judges. All such incurables as require
occasional or constant restraint can be best cared for when col-
lected at a single institution, furnished with all the appliances
and attendants which their condition demands.* Such should be
made wards of the state, and maintained at its expense.
But whether an institution for incurables be established or not,
this large number of insane persons, scattered over all parts of
the commonwealth, and amounting to more than four hundred,
should be left no longer without frequent and careful inspection
by otiicers skilled in mental disease, to be appointed by and
made aecouutalile to the state, whose annual reports shall be
printed and circulated throughout all parts of its domain.
The opinion that all insane persons whose condition demands
restriction of personal lil)erty should be placed under the im-
mediate control and supervision of the state, now prevails in all
civilized countries. This opinion has been enacted into law
almost universally. This is true in England, Scotland, and
Ireland ; in France, ItaW, and Germany. Nearly every state in
the Union, and the provinces of Canada, have enacted substan-
tially the same laws. In all these countries and states the per-
sonal liberty of an insane person cannot be taken, or his custody
be controlled, except under provision of law. By far the larger
portion of sucii insane are provided for in institutions founded
and operated by states. In some states of the Union some
chronic insane are supported in county almshouses, but in such
cases it is done under state regulations and under immediate
state supervision, by otiicers responsible to the state. The
states of New York and New Jersey authorize the detention of
• We know that for the lack of a sufficient number of responsible attendants, injury
is often done to insane per.-ons in county almshouses, requiriiif; restraint, liy keeping
them sluit up, wlien with proper watchfulness they might be allowed larger liberty,
very niucli to their comfort and good. In such cases the cost of attendance is out-
weighed a thousand times by the comfort of the insane.
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a small fraction in counties, but under state inspection and con-
trol. The state of Ohio has done the same hitherto, but has
lately appropriated $500,000 to ei'ect an institution and gather
them in from the counties. Indeed, the principle may be con-
sidered as universally adopted, that the care and custody of the
insane, who require restriction of personal freedom, is a subject
and duty of only state regulation.
We therefore recommend,
—
1. The estal)lishment of a board of Commissioners in Lunacy,
to consist of three persons conversant with the proper treatment
of the insane, to be appointed by the governor with the advice
of the council, in the first instance for terms of one, two, and
three years, and subsequently for the term of three years, so
that the term of one commissioner shall expire each year ; that
in case of a vacancy before the expiration of a full term, the
person appointed thereto shall be commissioned for the remain-
der of that term.
2. That said commissioners have the general supervision of
all insane county paupers at the county almshouses of this state,
and that it be their duty to visit, without notice, by one or more
of their members, at least as often as once in three months, and
oftener if necessary, every county almshouse, and to examine
thoroughly the ph3'sical and mental condition of every insane
person therein detained, as well as the character of the food,
clothing, and apartments furnished such person.
3. That said commissioners have power to send, for curative
treatment, to an asylum for the insane, all such insane county
paupers in the county almshouses of this state, as, in their
judgment, have reasonable prospects of recovery, who shall be
there supported at the expense of tlie state until restored to
reason or found incurable, and that no insane person not a
county pauper be allowed to reside in a county almshouse.
4. That said commissioners be empowered to prescribe, from
time to time, regulations for the maintenance of, and for pro-
viding humane and responsible attendants upon, all insane county
paupers resident at the county almshouses, giving particular
attention to those requiring constant or occasional confinement.
5. That said commissioners, on or before the first Wednesday
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of April in each yesiV, make to the governor and council a full
report of the whole number of insane paupers detained at each
almshouse during the preceding year, clearly setting forth the
condition, the number of admissions, discharges, recoveries, and
deaths of all such paupers, together with such other information
as the commissioners shall deem of public benefit, which report
shall be printed and laid before the legislature.
6. That each of said Commissioners in Lunacy shall receive
as compensation three dollars for each day's service by him
rendered, and his necessary travelling expenses to be paid by
the state.
7. That a state as3'lum, for insane county paupers deemed in-
curable, of a size sufficient for the accommodation of one hun-
dred, be erected by the state and placed under the general
direction of the Commissioners in Lunacy and in the immediate
charge of a superintendent by them appointed, to be maintained
at the expense of the state.
8. That to this asylum be sent by the Commissioners in Luna-
cy all insane paupers by them deemed incurable and needing
constantly or occasionally special confinement and restraint, to
be there kept until in the judgment of the commissioners they
can be as well cared for at the almshouses of the counties to
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES.
To His Excellenfi/ the Governor and the Honorable Council:
The trustees of the Industrial School submit with pleasure
their annual report, accompanied with the report of the super-
intendent ;—with j)leasure, not because of the opportunity to
make the report, but because the institution is so well answering
the beneficent purpose of its establishment ; because the farm is
in excellent condition, yielding good crops, and the buildings in
good repair ; because the children in the school make good prog-
ress in learning, are industrious in the shops, generally submis-
sive and well behaved, and as contented and happy as such
children can well be ; because the teachers and employes are so
competent and faithful ; because the funds and pecuniary means
of the institution are sufficient to meet its ordinary wants and
requirements ; and because the superintendent and matron con-
tinue their excellent management, guarding the interests of the
state, advancing the school in usefulness and public favor, se-
curing from its inmates their respect and love while they enforce
obedience and discipline, teaching the value of good behavior
and the enjoyment to be derived from a better life.
There are now in the school 90 boys and 18 girls.
At the last examination in April ten boys and two girls were
honorably discharged for good conduct, before the expiration
of their respective terms. Ten or twelve more were mentioned
by the superintendent as fitted to go on probation, for whom
places will be found, they to remain abroad, or to return to the
school, as their respective circumstances may require.
As stated by the superintendent in his report, the school has
now been in operation twenty-five years. During that time
more than eleven hundred pupils have been received within its
walls, and trained under its discipline and instruction. Of these
eleven hundred and more, from the best information we can gain,
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seventy-five or eighty per cent, have been saved from vice, mis-
ery, and crime, and led to good lives : say seven hundred and
fifty or eight hundred children, in many cases " more sinned
against than sinning," rescued from the streets, and sheds, and
hovels, and degraded homes, example and temptation, taught
to read and write, instructed in the common branches of an
English education, trained to habits of industry and obedience,
and reverence of the Supreme Being, and thus encouraged and
fortified and led to become good and faithful citizens,—a result
commending the institution to the favor and support of the state
and every branch of the government.
At the close of the last school year, in April, 1882, there was
a cash balance in the treasury of $6,807.28, applicable to the
ordinary expenses of the institution, besides bills receivable.
This year there is a cash balance of only $999.16, $81.50 of
which must be appropriated to the purchase of books, by the will
of the donor. This difference of cash in the treasury is ac-
counted for, not by an increase of the expenses of the institu-
tion, but by the purchase of some real estate, for which was
paid $5,000, and on which was spent another $1,000 in im-
provements. This real estate consists of six acres of land, and
a two-story dwelling-house with a barn. It is situated at the
south-east corner of the school farm, and before its purchase
"cut into " the farm and made an irregular and undesirable
boundary. It was formerly part of the farm. The land is of
excellent quality, and the superintendent had for some time been
recommending to the trustees to purchase it should an opportu-
nity offer. Such an opportunity occurred last season, and the
purchase was made. The price was reasonable, in the opinion
of the trustees, and the i)urchase desirable, especialh^ as it
could be made from the funds in the treasury without calling
upon the legislature for an appropriation, leaving a sufficient
balance to meet the ordinary wants of the institution ; and more
especially as the house could be used as a home for some of the
better pupils in the school if it should ever be graded, as the
trustees hope it may sometime be. The house is now rented.
The cash in the treasury at the last quarterly examination, on
the 26th of April, was $999.16. There was then due for chair
work, $1,872; for board, $2,250; and for vegetables and trees
sold, $75. These sums, added to the cash, make $5,196.16, to
be used in the support and management of the school as re-
quired, and suttieient for that purpose.
The product of the farm in hay the last season was found to
be so large that the barn would not hold it. It became neces-
sary to build another smaller barn for this purpose. This was
done, at an expense of about $600. This sum also came out of
the treasury.
By its dam at the falls the Amoskeag Company flowed the
school farm at places near the river in times of higji water. The
superintendent adjusted the damages with the company at $300.
This sum was paid, and the trustees granted to the company the
right to flow by the dam at it present height, and by flash-boards
as now used.
The ordinar}' expenses of the school for the past year have
been $17,663.24. Of this sum the boys earned $6,000 and more
in chair work.
Miss Louise Penhallow, late of Portsmouth, bv will gave to
the institution $1,000, the interest of which was to be expended
in the purchase of books for the inmates. This sum has been
received and invested, and her memory will be cherished as
among the donors of the school.
The legislature of 1879 appropriated the sum of $4,000 for
that year and $2,000 for 1880, " to be used and applied at the
best discretion of the trustees of the State Reform School, for
the purpose of providing such necessary rooms, power, and ap-
pliances as will enable the inmates of said institution to acquire
some industrial trades or callings, and for furnishing the requi-
site instruction and defraying the cun-ent expenses of the same
until it shall become self-supporting.
Innnediately after this appropriation was made, $1,000 was
expended in enlarging the part of the school building in which
is its present work-shop. The l)alance of $3,000 was retained
until the next year, when the additional $2,000 would be payable.
In May, 1880, preparatory to expending this money, the trus-
tees appointed a committee, consisting of two of their number
and the superintendent, "to make inquiry and provision for
teaching the boys some trade." This committee made inquiry,
looking the ground thorouyhlv over to ascertain what mechani-
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cal business could be undertaken at the school and prosecuted
with success, and finally become, in the language of the legisla-
ture, " self-supporting." They looked at this trade and that, at
almost every kind, but could select no one which they thought
they could undertake against the sharp competition of outside
capital and labor of men already skilled. They so reported to
the trustees, and while feeling the importance of teaching the
boys some trade to be pursued in active life, the trustees also
felt the necessity of doing nothing without a fair promise of
success and of not wasting the money placed at their disposal.
They did not think it wise to build shops or purchase machiner}'
which could not be used advantageously, or establish a trade or
business which could not be followed without calling upon
the state from time to time for further aid. They judged it
better to turn their attention to the farm ; to employ more of
the boys in raising farm products ; and to place the appropriation
on deposit at interest till they could see something in this direc-
tion which could be undertaken successfully. This they did, and
the S5,000 stands to the credit of the institution in one of our
savings-banks, neither wasted nor misspent ; and this, outside
of and forming no part of the $5,19().16 above spoken of, avail-
able for the management of the institution.
What shall be done with this money to accomplish the pur-
pose of its appropriation is a question still for the consideration
of the trustees, and on which they would be glad of the advice
of His P^xcellency and the honoral)le council, and of the direc-
tion of the legislature. It is still desirable to teach the boys of the
institution some mechanical trade, and especially so for the older
boys ; but to do this the legislature should be advised of the
difficulty of undertaking any branch of mechanical business to
be carried on by the labor of unskilled boys,—apprentices,
—
without further appropriations fi'om time to time. This difficulty
lies chiefly in making such an undertaking self-supporting, as
the legislature contemplated.
In conclusion, the trustees invite the attention of His Excel-
lency, the council, and the legislature to the farm and other prop-
erty of the institution, to the management of its school, to the
treatment of its inmates, to the condition of its finances, and
the keeping and correctness of its accounts ; and they take
occasion to express publicly their thanks to the superintendent
and matron for their efficient and faithful services, acknowl-
edging that the present prosperity, success, and standing of the





To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council, and
the Honorable Board of Trustees :
Gentlemen :—I respectfully submit for your examination the
twenty-fifth annual report of the Superintendent and Treasurer
of the State Industrial School, being for the year ending April
1. 1883:
The whole number admitted to the institution since its
organization is .





Number committed by supreme court
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Number who read in the Fourth Reader, .
14
cipline and instruction. Some have been held but for a short
period, and others for a longer time. The average time of de-
tention does not exceed three years. Among so large a number
it is not strange that we hear of failures. Man}' of the chil-
dren, on leaving here after serving a short sentence, go back to
their old homes and associates, and meet with temptations which,
from want of strength of character, they are unable to with-
stand, though they struggle hard to overcome them.
Though we are occasionally pained to hear of the downfall of
some of our boys and girls left to the adverse circumstances
mentioned, we are greatly rejoiced and encouraged by the suc-
cess and prosperity attending so many who have been under our
care and instruction. We hear almost weekly from our boys
and girls, as we call them, who are scattered from the Atlantic
to the Pacific coast, who claim they are living useful and upright
lives, and attribute largely their success in life to the advantages
derived from their stay in the institution. Out of two score of
boys and girls who left the school during the past year, we have
not learned that any one of them has been charged or suspected
of any crime or misdemeanor.
Sometimes great dissatisfaction is expressed by parents and
others that petitions for return of children to their homes are
not sooner granted, and we are exceedingly annoyed by the per-
sistency of these parents and their friends in this direction. We
have no doubt they really think it would be for the best good of
the child to be released ; still, while knowing the child's weakness
and want of resolution, we are compelled to differ from them,
believing it is for the child's beSt good to remain until he gives
undoubted evidence of reformation and we are satisfied he has
sufficient strength of character to resist temptations which he is
liable to meet. Most of the children, when sent to our care,
have scarcely any education, some of them without a knowledge
even of the alphabet ; but with few exceptions none leave the
institution without having obtained such a knowledge of the
common English branches as to enable them to do ordinary busi-
ness. Some boys and girls committed to our school for one
year have returned to old associates ami fallen again, and the
labor of the year lost, when if they had received a minority sen-
tence they might have become good and useful citizens. In this
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connection I will repeat substantially what has appeared in a
previous report in regard to minority sentences.
It may seem presumptuous in me to make a suggestion to our
legislature or courts relative to sentences of juveniles to our in-
stitution. My only apology is this : I think only those who
have the immediate supei'visiou of these inmates for a consid-
erable length of time can fully realize the im^portance of the
point to which I propose to call your attention.
In the necessary haste attending criminal cases, often only the
degree of crime is considered by the court ; other peculiar feat-
ures of the case cannot be fully inquired into. I thinlv every boy
or girl committed should be sentenced during minority, or, for
girls, till the age of eighteen. This may seem unjust ; but when
we take into consideration the pardoning power of the board of
trustees, and the absence of any motive for any person or officer
to retain them at the school after it appears that the boy or girl
may with safety and profit leave it, these seeming objections dis-
appear.
Upon examination we find that the statutes of most states,
provide that all sentences to similar schools shall be for minority.
We trust the next legislature may give this matter consideration.
GRADES.
In several reports attention has been invited to the importance
of having the school properly graded. This necessity is appar-
ent every day in the 3'ear. The majority of our boys and girls
are easily managed, susceptible to kindness, and appreciate priv-
ileges which we much desire to give to the good ones. We like
to take them out into the open fields to engage in healthful
games, but we have a few lads so reckless that their vicious in-
fluence sadly interferes with the happiness of the better class of
boys. As our rooms and yard are at present arranged, we are
forced to have them mingle together.
GOVERNMENT.
The government of our school has not differed materially from
that of former years. We still believe that the successful man-
agement of a school of tliis character depends largely upon the
tact and kindness of the officers and teachers. Instances are
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rare in which a boy or girl cannot be governed by kindness and
firmness. We mean to exercise great care in making our rules
and regulations, and so far as possible have them carried out.
As a rule, our officers have readily cooperated with us in sustain-
ing a healthy government, and have exercised considerable skill
in bringing about the desii*ed end. Some have been failures, of
course, and necessary changes have been made. Most of our
officers are possessed of rare qualifications for trying positions
—
patience, endurance, untiring energy, unyielding determination,
and great sympathy. Our expenses might be reduced by em-
ploying cheaper help, but the consequences in the end might
prove disastrous.
EMPLOYMENTS.
There have been but few changes in the industries of the
school for several years. A large portion of our boys are en-
gaged in chair-seating for Dunn Brothers, of Gardner, Mass.,
for whom we have worked five years. Our work has given so
good satisfaction that we have just renewed our contract for
another year, at satisfactory prices. From this work the boys
acquire habits of industry, if but little else. Our larger boys
are engaged in farming and gardening during the summer
months. An important consideration in this kind of labor is
the fact that our good boys, who have a knowledge of farming,
find no difficulty in obtaining employment at the expiration of
their sentences, or whenever we think they are fitted to leave the
institution. Every year several boys learn the shoemaker's
trade, which enables them to gain an honest livelihood. Espe-
cially has it been an advantage to several crippled boys who are
now successfully following this occupation in neighboring towns.
We have yearly graduated a boy from our steam house, which
has given them ready employment at quite good wages after
they leave here.
The girls, eighteen in number, are kept busy out of school
hours making and mending the boys' and their own clothing,
making bedding, &c., besides assisting and learning to do house-
work in all its branches.
As a large portion of our farm is well adapted to the produc-
tion of garden crops, and as our boys as a rule incline to and
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onjov farm and garden work, we think it advisable to instruct
them in this calling, in the absence of any mechanical work.
We certainly have an excellent home market for vegetables of
every kind, and our surplus can be readily disposed of at a fair
price in our large and growing city. By looking over the report
you will see our receipts for vegetables have been quite large in
cash, or an equivalent in groceries.
Notwithstanding it is a well-known fact that many articles of
consumption have greatly advanced in price during the past
year, especially meat and other articles largeh^ used to supply
our table, we have been enabled without stint to supply our
large household with food and raiment without reducing our
available balance of one year ago, except by the purchase of
real estate. This in a measure is attributable to our larger
earnings in the chair-shop, and from the increased income of our
farm.
IMTROVEMENTS.
Last August we purchased of John Prince, for the sum of
five thousand dollars, six acres of valuable laud including the
buildings. The land was formerly a corner taken out of this
farm before purchased by the state, consequently making an
awkward boundary line and necessarily a crooked road to the
institution. We have built a road through this property, and put
the l)uildings in thorough repair at an expense of about a thou-
sand dollars. Two tenements are well rented to officers of the
school. The whole amount paid for the property and improve-
ment on same has been taken from the surplus of our receipts
in the last few years.
Improvement on the land and repairs upon the buildings re-
quire the labor of otiicers and l)oys, which does not make so good
a cash showing as our chair-shop. Last autumn, at considera-
ble exj^ense in labor and teams, we improved an unsightly piece
of land in front of the institution by draining and filling. At
quite an exi)ense for luml)er we have replanked the boys' yard,
hovel to l)arn, also laid double floors to our scaffold in large
barn. On account of our very large crop of hay last season, we
were obliged to build a barn 40x50, costing al)out six hundred
dollars, into which we put forty tons of hay. This amount, also.
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was paid from our ordinary receipts. Our large barn will soon
need to be reshingled, or, what seems in our judgment better
and safer, be covered with slate, as the roof is considerably
exposed to the sparks and cinders from the large chimney con-
nected with our boiler.
SANITARY.
The fact that we have had but two deaths in the institution
in a period of nine years will satisfy every one that we have
been greatly blessed in this particular. For six months we
have not had a boy or girl in the hospital. This absence of
sickness ma}' be attributed to the regular habits of the inmates,
wholesome diet, and pure air. Last autumn we had several
mild cases of malarial fever, caused, as will be seen by physi-
cian's report, by the low state of the water. In this connection
I would suggest that we should have increased facilities for
water, especially for bathing purposes and for the water-closets.
The five thousand dollars voted the institution for mechanical
purposes does not appear in our cash account, but remains in
the Manchester Savings Bank in the name of the school. We
have hoped it might be used for the purpose for which it was so
generously voted by the legislature of 1879, but the committee
of the trustees find it difficult to decide what enterprise it may
be best to engage in.
Our religious services on the Sabbath liave been conducted
the past year, as formerly, by the Y. M. C. A. Our Sabbath-
school has been instructed by the teachers of the day school.
Before and after these services the boys have access to our re-
cently replenished library, in which they take great pleasure.
They also enjoy reading the large number of papers and peri-
odicals we obtain during the week.
The holidays of the past year have all been observed and
greatly enjoyed. On many other occasions we have permitted
them to attend profitable and judicious entertainments at the
city, and frequently allowed tliem, daring the winter months, to
indulge in recreations and diversions of their own creating.
For these privileges the boys and girls manifest much gratitude.
and we are confident the result is good, as the monotony of




Our boys and girls, by fi unanimous vote, tender their thanks
to the publishers of the following named papei's, for their kind-
ness and generosity in furnishing them gratuitously with so
much valuaV)le reading matter: "• Dover Enquirer," ''Morning
Star." ''Clieshire Republican," "Northern Sentinel," "Ports-
mouth Journal," "New Plampshire People and Patriot," and
one hundred copies of "The Dayspring ;" also Mrs. George
Holbrook. of ^Manchester, for a large box of back numbers of
the "Youth's Companion."
The school remember with gratitude the munificent legacy of
the late Miss Louise Penhallow, of Portsmouth, for the benefit
of their lilirarv. The provision of her will gave the institution
one thousand dollars, the interest of the same to be expended
from time to time to replenish the school library ; and we have
quite recently received from the executor one thousand and eighty-
one dollars and fifty cents. One thousand dollars has been in-
vested. The eightv-one dollars and fifty cents has been expend-
ed for books suitable for the school.
In conclusion, we would say that this report is much briefer
than we would otherwise have made it, if we did not anticipate an
early visit to our institution from Your Excellency and honorable
council, together with both branches of the legislature. We prom-
ise them a cordial reception, and will cheerfully impart all the
information relating to the school and its management possible
during your stay with us.
With renewed obligations to the board of trustees who have
so kindly aided us in our arduous work, I most respectfully sub-
mit this report.
J. C. RAY, Superintendent.
FARM.
The products of the farm are as follows :
—
110 tons of hay $2,000.00
'W tons corn fodder 150.00
22.'. bushels of rye 180.00
175 bushels of oats, ...... 90.00
400 bushels of potatoes, 300.00
20
40 bushels of turnips,
21
HAY, FUEL, ETC.
100 bushels of potatoes,
40 tons of hay,
32 barrels of flour,
125 bushels rye,
20 bushels of corn,
2 barrels of ]jork.
Vinegar,
Kerosene,
Sugar, tea, coffee, molasses.
Salt, pepper, spices, etc.,
25 tons of coal,
boys' dining-hall and cook-koom







Irou aud tin ware.
Table-covers,
Movable closets.
Lamps and hangings, lanterns,




Dining tables and chairs.
Knives, forks, and spoons,
Tables and closets.














































































DETAILED ACCOUNT OF CASH KECER^ED.
1882.
April From state treasurer, $1,500.00
Manchester, for board, 744.85
Groton, for board, 19.50
Campton, for board, 19.50
Newport, for board, 6.64
Keene, for board, 39.00
J. A. & I. J. Dunn, chair-work, 50G.40
Wolfeborough, for board, 22.92
Alton, for board, 19.50
Meredith, for board. 39.00
Mr. Eastman, for calf, 5.00
Cheshire county, for board. 39.00
Nashua, for board, 238.92
Rockingham county, for board, 217.85
Strafford county, for board, 78.00
Hooksett, for board, 10.50
Grafton county, for board, 37.50






























From Haverhill, for board. $19.50
Lebanon, for board, 12.85
Tilton, for lioard, 39.00
T. L. Quinil)y, for 6 bush, potatoes, 6.00
Hillsborough county, for board, 187.95
J. A. & I. J. Dunn, ehair-work, 466.80
Mr. Glancy, for potatoes, 40.57
Mr. Longa, 2 l)ush. potatoes, 2.20
Mr. (ilrenier, 15 bush, potatoes, 18.00
sale of coupons, 90.00
J. A. & I. J. Dunn, ehair-work, 674.15
J. C. Ray, for 3 pigs, 10.00
Mr. Webber, for weighing hay, .20
state treasurer, 1,500.00
sale of pig, 3.00
Alton, for board, 19.50
Plaistow, for board, 9.00
Tilton, for board, 19.50
Groton. for board, 19.50
sale of pig, 4.00
Lebanon, for board. 24.64
Wolfeborough, for board, 19.50
Newport, for board, 19.50
Grafton county, for board, 39.00
Manchester, for board, 678.03
Keene, for board, 39.00
Campton, for board, 19.50
Cheshire county, for board, 23.35
Gilford, for board, 35.35
Haverliill. for board, 3.00
Rockingham county, for board, 181.50
Chas. Black, for b])l. flour. 7.75
Nashua, for board, 209.99
Merrimack count}^, for l)oard, 105.20
Portsmouth, for board, 42.00
Strafford count}', for board, 78.00
E. P. Marshall, seating chairs, .75
Coos county, for board, 13.00
Brentwood, for board, 4.50
26
Aug 11. From sale of pig, $3.00
25. Manchester, for labor, 1.25
Sept. 5. J. A. & I. J. Dunn, chair-work, 551.84
9. W. W. Austin, for 2 pigs, 7.00
13. I. Merrill, for boots, 2.75
14. coupons on bonds, 135.00
30. Geo. R. Brown, for rent and wood, 9.65
Oct. 1. old junk, 11.44
Nashua, for board, 142.00
2. state treasurer, 1,500.00
3. * Groton, for board, 19.50
4. Newport, for board, 19.50
Wolfeborough, for board, 19.50
Manchester, for board, 654.34
G. W. Nichols, for making overalls, 35.50
D. W. Varnum, for 2 pigs, 10.00
5. Lebanon, for board, 39.00
Strafford county, for board, 39.00
Rockingham county, for board, 195.00
6. Plaistow, for board, 19.50
J. Burbank, for milk, .90
J. C. Ray, for paint, 6.50
7. Cheshire county, for bo^rd, 19.50
9. Campton, for board, 19.50
Tilton, for board, 19.50
Keene, for board, 49.50
10. S. L. Fogg, for hay, 6.25
Harris Wilson, for barrels, 6.00
11. C. C. Perry, for 5 pigs, 15.00
Alton, for board, 19.50
13. E. Carr, for 2^ bush, rye, 2.50
14. Hillsborough county, for board, 465.07
Amoskeag Manuf 'g Co., for flowage, 300.00
18. Grafton county, for board, 39.00
Gilford, for board, 39.00
Nashua, for board, 78.00
sale of trees, 6.37
29. Meredith, for board, 12.00
P. Eaton, for 2 pigs, 5.00
21
Nov. 8. From J. A. & I. J. Dunn, chair-work, $483.16
]M. (Jilbert, for onions, 10.00
17. Natt & Win. Head, for oxen, 200.00
sale of i)ig, 3.00
S. Holman, for 2 heifers, 70.00
23. O. S. Bartlett, for 4 pigs, 22.00
Dec. 1. Manchester Savings-Bank, interest, 82.73
2. S. Ryder, for 1 bush, rye, 1.00
J. M. & D. A. Parker, for oxen, 112.50
5. Daniel Clark, for keeping horse, 18.00
Manchester, for labor on highwaj', 30.50
sale of cane. .40
11. M. F. Dodge, for pasturing cattle,
and boys' work, 12.62
21. J. A. & I. J. Dunn, chair-work, 489.65
sale of 2^ bush, onions, 2.50
23. Henry W. Brown, for pig and keep-
ing colt, ^ 10.00
29. sale of 25 bush, onions, 25.00
30. Geo. R. Brown, for rent and potatoes, 12.92
J. A. & I. J. Dunn, chair-work, 790.32
Wm. J. Blaisdell, for wood and rent, 18.00
" " for flour, meal,
28
Jan. 5. From coupons on bonds, $185.00
6. Newport, for board, 19.50
9. Rockingham county, for board, 189.00
10. Wolfeborough, for board, 19.50
Grafton county, for board, 49.28
15. Merrimack county, for board, 58.50
19. Strafford county, for board, 31.28
24. Gilford, for board, 39.00
26. Pittsfield, for board, 6.00
H. J. Hohnes, for onions, .GO
Feb. 1. ^ sale of pig, 9.00
William J. Blaisdell. for rent and
meal, 8.65
6. Cheshire county, for board, 33.00
S. C. Forsaith, for pig, 9.00
21. Dover, for board, 13.50
March 2. N. S. Clark, for keeping horse, 10.00
coupons on state bonds, 90.00
Merrimack count}', for board, 93.35
Wm. J. Blaisdell, for rent and meal, 8.70
3. Gauvreau & Morency, for onions, 15.00
6. Stratford, for board, 60.00
7. Mr. Allen, error in ])ill, 1.49
27. J. A. & I. J. Dunn, chair-work, 491.17
Wm. J. Blaisdell, for rent, flour, and
meal, 15.00
B. F. Scoville, for cloth, 11.20
31. H. W. Brown, for keeping colt, 13.00
Geo. R. Brown, for rent, wood, and
flour, 24.50
Burbank Bros., for pigs, 14.00
D. Wadsworth, for cabbage, 39.38
Interest on Miss Fenhallow's legacy, 81.50
DETAILED ACCOUNT OF CASH PAID.
POST-OFFICE.
For box rent for one year, $8.00
29
DAILY UNION.
For Daily Union from January 1
to April 1, $1.50




For pew rent for 1 year, $33.60
UNITED STATES AND CANADA EXPRESS.
April 7. For packages from January to April, $1.00
Sept. 29. April to Sept., G.IO





HILL A CO. EXPRESS.
April 11. For packages, $1.0.5
May 1. " 1.00
Sept. 25. fish from June 14 to Sept. 1.5, 34.44
Dec. 30. packages from September to
December, 9.5.5
1883.
March 31. packages, 1.20
$47.24
.T. O. MERRILL.
April 12. For 23 cords wood, $57.50
I




April 14. For griuding 39 barrels corn, $4.83
PRINT WORKS.
April 15. For 33G pounds copperas, $4.20
U. F. HARRIMAN.
April 15. For 7,314 pounds bedding, .45 per
ewt., $32.91
G. W. WILKINS A- CO.
April 15. For merchandise, as per bill ren-
dered, $10.92
DANIEL G. DAVIS,
April 17. For 4 barrels apples, $10.00
S. E. .TAQUITH X- CO.
April 22. For 30 rolls paper, $('..00
C. F. BOWEX.
April 25. For 1 spring buggy, $100.00
ORRILL r,U( )TIIERS.
April 24. For cutting 41 boys' hair, $4.10
31
NELLIE MERRILL.
April '26. For services in school, $13.00
J. W. PEPPARD.
April 26. For expenses as trustee 1 year, $10.00
G. A. RAMSDELL.
April 26. For expenses as trustee 2 years, $8.00
DANIEL W. BILL.
April 26. For expenses as trustee 1 year, $24.00
1883.




April 26. For expenses as trustee 1 year, $5.00
A. C. CLEMENT.
April 26. For expenses as trustee 1 year, $7.50
WM. BAILEY.
April 27. For labor on farm. $6.67
ABRAM MELVIN.
April 27. For seed potatoes, $3.00
JOSSELYN & CONANT.
April 2*J. For 5 dozen stair mats, $45.00
FREDERICK DAME.
3Iay 1. For 1 Lamb knitting machine, $50.00
OLIVER p. AVILSON.
May 5. For 3 barrels apples, $6.00
WM. B. ABBOTT.
May 5. p'or paint, oil, and labor, $41.68
Sept. 30. lal)or, and stock used in paint-
ing Prince house, 127.19
32
Oct. 14. Foi" hanging paper, $9.05
paint and labor, 11.11
March 14. 100 pounds lead, 10 pounds
whiting, &c., 8.18
1 gallon varnish, ^ gallon
dryer, 5 gallons spirits, 6.87





May 8. For 16 barrels apples, $22.00
MORSE, KALEY & CO.
May 5. For 20 M. drab ball cottou, $12.20
To discount, 2.44
$9.76
W. p. STUATTON & SON.
Dec. 1. For labor on water-works, $1.50
YOUXG men's christian ASSOCIATION.
May 15. For religious services, $100.00
J. C. NICHOLS & SON.
May 18. For 4| cords manure, $27.00
).25
34
Feb. 3. For 9 bags meal, 1 c. corn,
365 pounds shorts,
B. W. ROBINSON & CO.
May 9. For 14f days' mason-work, white-
washing,
June 30. repairing oven,
HORACE GORDON.
May 22. For 1 picture and frame and extra
glass,
1883.




May 22. For 6^ feet manure,
S. H. MARTIN.
May 22. For 12 pairs men's brogans,
GAFF, FLEIXHMAN & CO.
May 23. For 30 pounds comp. yeast,
Aug. 2. 27 '' '' "
Sept. 13. 10 '' " "
33 " " "
Jan. and Feb. 17 " " "
R. M. PULSIFER & CO.
May 23. J'or advertising,
HALEY, MORSE CO.
May 23. For 200 yards web elastic,
EDWARD N. FOGG.
May 23. For ^ gross wicks, 2 lanterns,





























Sept. 29. For 500 manila tags and printing, $1.38
1 M. bill-heads and printing, 3.50
$15.48
ENOCH E. CHASE.
June 5. For arresting Hudine, $11.50
J. H. WIGGIN & CO.
June 6. For 91 11-16 pounds butter, $20.18
March 31. 5 dozen eggs, 2 bags salt, 2.75
April 14. 100 pounds pollock, 35 pounds
cod-fish, 20 pounds crackers, 8.93
17. 1 bag salt, 4 pounds currants,
4 pounds cassia, 6 pounds
raisins, 4.23
24. 75 bars soap, 75 pounds cheese, 9.85
May 1. 1 barrel Y. C. sugar, 30.60
4. 2^ bushels salt, 218 pounds
beans. 15.24
10. 2 pounds mustard, 4 pounds
prunes, 2 cans peaches, 2.09
20. 211 pounds granulated sugar, 22.66
25. 3 pounds saltpetre, .45
27. 21 bushels beans, 9.60
June 26. To 19 bushels potatoes, $24.69
For 1 barrel sugar, 33.53
32 pounds dried apples, 1.76
Aug. 16 pounds mustard, 5 pounds
crackers, 5.13
10 pounds coffee, 2.20
Sept. 23. 1 barrel J. C. sugar, 32.36
1 barrel granulated sugar, 30.42
salt, 1.85
29. 20 pounds Java coffee, 5.40
2 pounds cocoanut, 2 dozen
eggs, 1.16
Oct. 2 bags salt, 1.70
sundries, 5.00
Nov. 27 pounds coffee, 6.29
1 can, .75
37
Nov. For soap, $1.91
344 pounds Y. C. sugai", 27.50
331 pounds granulated sugar, 31.98
Dec. 21. candy, 7.86
3 dozen oranges, 1.50
11 pounds rice, .66
1883.
Jan. 368 pounds sugar, 29.19







June 17. For 2 bushels beans, $7.30
July 6. 238 pounds butter, 32.36
4 doxen eggs, .84
1 50-62 bushels beans, 6.75
Aug. 19. 30 pounds butter, 4.05
90 " 16.80
3 32-62 bushels beans, 10.55
211 pounds butter, 49.50
84 pounds beans, 3.50
40
















For repairing carriage, $1.85
painting, varnishing phaeton, 1
pair straps, 10.37
shaft, bolts, and shaft rubbers, 2.50
repairing wagons, 7.40
varnishing carryall and pole, 10.00
labor and stock, repairing carts
G.30and wagons,
HARRIS WILSON.
June 24. For 7,310 pounds bedding,
DOG lice;nse.
June 24. For 1 dog license,
MRS. GEORGE FOSTER






Sept. 6. For labor and stock on barn and
Prince house, 469.96
Nov. 100 face bricks, 40 feet boards, 7.10
1883.
Jan. 12. 320 feet 6 x 6 timber, 5.02
CLAFLIN, ALLISON & CO.
1882.
June 3. For 1 barrel coffee, $21.90
1 box raisins, 3.20
1 box lemons, 1 pound nutmegs,
1 box cream tartar, 8.22
100 pounds fish, 4.75
cartage, .25
A. WELLS.
June 26. For 1 lot manure,
R. WALDEN.
June 26. For 12^ feet manure,
PIPER, HAWLEY & CO.
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Oct. 10. For 70 yards 48-iiicli cotton, $9.48
201^ " Silesia, 20.75
Dec. 2. 1841 " cotton, 16.62
10 dozen handkerchiefs, 5.00
thread, 1.68
5 dozen handkerchiefs, 2.25
24^ yards print, 4 yards tarlatan, 2.27
1883.
Feb. hose, 9.05
16§ gross buttons, 7.42
50^ yards ticking, 8.08
195f yards cheviot, 15.15
248 " cotton, 24.11
75| " crash, 6.78
311^ " jean, 23.79
278 " dress remnants, 26.00
126 " cambric, 6.30
44
W. II. HILL.
June 26. For horse-shoeing from March to June, $7.00
Sept. 29. '' " - June to Sept., 5.91
" " " Sept. to Dec., 8.GG
1883.
March 31. " - " Dec. to March, 7.08
45
COLBUKN & CATE
For 1 4-7 barrel crackers, $5.65
cakes, .24
Sept. 29. crackers, 4.00
" etc., 6.50
G. W. THAYER & SON.









Nov. 15. For 2 dozen goblets,
^ "• lamps,
Dec. 13. 2 platters and 2 pitchers,
3 dozen knives and forks,
1^ " chairs, and rest,
3 " tin cuspadores,
3 pails,





June 31. For 10 pairs shoes, $14.47
July and August. For 23 pairs boots and
shoes, 39.60
Oct. 2. For 100 leather lacings, .90
1883.
Jan. 9. 2G pairs boys' shoes, 23.62
6 pairs boys' boots and shoes, 7.50
48
Oct. 27. For Timothy seed, $7.95
Nov. • 10 gallons spenn oil, 14.50
hooks, staples, hitches, nails,
bolts, 2.88
1 dozen mop-sticks, 1 hatchet, 2.25
Dec. 4 bottles garget cure, 2.00
1883.
Jan. 6 pounds glue, ox-balls, 2.50
Feb. 26. 5 gallons sperm oil, 7.00
1 gallon coach varnish, 2.50
March. 1 cant-hook, 1 dozen S. H.
hooks, 2 flails, 3.28
25 feet rubber hose, 3.00
casting for plow, 1.00
W^ILLIAM H. VICKERY.
1882.
June 30. For repairing locks and keys, $2.28
Sept. 25. repairing locks and tools, 1.80
1883.
repairing locks and keys, 1.80
March 31. repairing locks and fitting keys, 1.55
J. F. WOODBURY.
1882.
June 30. For shoeing horses in April, May,
and June, $G.25
Sept. 29. shoeing horses from July to
September, 8.50
Oct. 21. clipping horse, 2.00
shoeing horses, October, No-
vember, and December, 9.30
1883.
March 31. shoeing horses, January, Feb-















Aug. 9. laniidry stove, $8.50
26. 338 feet roofing, 20.28
152 feet sheet tin, 11. -iO
4^ pounds solder, 1.13
30 hours' labor, 9.00
leathering 2 pumps, and 2 pumps, 2.00
repair closet valve and lantern, 1.75
Oct. thimbles, stopples, pipe, and zinc, 5.59
labor on pump, closet, and ram, l.GO
2 dozen lantern globes, 2.50
Nov. 2. bottom on oil-tank, 2.87
14. 1 man-hole door, 5.00
2 second-hand stoves, 7.50
1 oil stove and oven, 7.00
1 fourteen-quart coffee-pot, .50
1883.
Jan. 9. ^ dozen zinc wash-boards, 1.13
2 water ladles and 2 noggins, 1.16
stock and labor building and
repairing water-closets, 49.00
8 bread-pans, 3.60
1 lantern globe, coal sieve, .95
2 dozen spoons, 1.00
March 31. repairing roof, 3.39
$172.92
Cr. for 16 pounds old lead, .45
J. HODGE.
1882.
April 3. For 30 feet oak, $1.20
10. 24 parting beads, .96
14. 408 feet sapling, 11.48
18. 16 feet birch, .64
• 36 balusters, > .90
45 feet 3^ rail, 4.50
124 feet sapling, 3.23
33 " 6x6 chestnut, .99





For bliuds, sash, doors, stock, and
labor on Prince house, $186.29
358 feet sapling, 7.92
54
Feb. 26. For 13 pounds roast beef, 5 pounds
grai)es, $4.35
30 pounds sweet potatoes, .65
March. 48 " cod, 2.88
If gallons oysters, 6 pounds crack-
ers, 3.05
FELLOWS & CO.
April 1. For repairing buggies, $6.00
22. shaft irons and carriage butts, 2.25
May 1. 1 patent spoke 4-steel tire, 6.85
turning bolts and clasps, rim. 4
wheels, 6.35
2 iron hooks, repairing chisels.
56
JOHN V. GILLIS.
March 28. For Boston Journal S months, $2.25
jManclicster Mirror 3 months, 1.50
Harper's Weekly and Maoazine
3 months, 2.20
Herald and Our Continent, .28
3 books and 2 boxes of crayon, 1.90
bats and balls, 4.20
^ ream paper, 1 dozen combs, 2.60




Harper's Weekly and Monthly, 2.30
papers and magazines, 1.32
sundries for Fourth of July, 7.50
^ dozen pencils, .48
balls and bats, 3.40
Oct. to Jan. Boston Daily Journal, 2.19
Manchester Mirror and Man-
chester Union, 3.00
Harper's Weekly and Monthly, 2.20
3 books, 1.80
1883.
Jan. Boston Daily Journal, 1.50
Manchester Daily Union, 1.50
Harper's Weekly and Monthly, 2.20
2 copies Youth's Companion, 3.50
2 blanks and one book, .45
DANIELS & CO.
1882.
April 1. For i^ dozen rim locks, 1 bit, $1.05
8. ^ dozen mops, .50
10. 11^ pounds wedge, 1.35
Ames Wonder Peas, .40
1 box glass, 4.50
12. 6 pounds ground glue, 1.38
14. 25 bolts, .25
$53.40
56
April 17. For 1 seed-drill, $10.00
Ma}'^ 2. 14- pounds onion seed, 4.50
3. 2 lots ground glass, 4 bolts, .78
4. 38 feet track, 2 pairs barn-door
rolls, 3.88
3^ dozen screens, 1 liammer. .63
5. 5 1-6 dozen 8-inch bolts, 1 gross
screws, 2.78
6. ^ dozen hooks and staples, 2 lights
glass, .56
10. 1 covered pail, 2 papers seed, .72
19. harness-hooks, etc., 1.22
22. 1 grass-hook, 3 whetstones, 12
screws, 1.13
23. 7 pounds lawn seed, 4 quarts
beans, 3 pounds beet-seed, 3.75
June 5. 6 lights glass, 2 sponges, 1.22
13. 115 pounds tarred lath yarn, 11.50
15. 4 pounds sheet lead, 1 paper
tacks, .39
25 1-20 pounds lead pipe, 1.92
17. 1 weeder hoe, 3^ dozen weeders, 2.85
24. 1 bag hill and drill, 4.50
30. 1 bask., 1 whip, .70
July 5. bolts, 1.71
14 lights glass, looking-glass plate, 2.28
1 gross grommets, .75
1 pair barbers' shears, .65
6f pounds galvanized wire bolts, .87
4 dozen hay caps, 13.70
hook and screws, .34
^ dozen axes, handles, and
wedges, 2.90
1 file, .62
6 quarts millet-seed, .30
4 gallons lard oil, 1 gallon si)erm
oil, ' 5.90
2 razors, 1.07
butts, screws, and bolts, 1.16
67
July 5. For 1 lock, 1 silver gl. knob. $1.85
8 dozen springs, 1.62
12 lights glass, 1.32
^ dozen knobs, 1.46
1 1-6 dozen butts, 1.12
w. spg's screws, .76
1 light ground glass, .20
15 pounds nails, bolts, 11-6 dozen
latches, 2.45





Feb. For '2 razors, 1 thermometer, $1.25
paper, paiut. brushes, oil, 4.83
goad-sticks, hxsh. ziuc. tacks. 2.78
1 pair snips, 2.00
March. 1 cant-hook, 2 locks, 1.67
1 gallon asphaltum. .")0 pounds
lead, ^ gallon dryer, .5. 38
WILLIAM C. UOGERS.
1882.
April. 3. For 3 M. forks, S3.25
4 pounds onion seed. 18.00
vegetable seeds, 15.87
K. L. phosphate. 87.68
18 lights ground glass and
putty, 3.51
1 cask nails, 3.50
bolt, washers, key rings, 3.48
2 gallons shellac, f gallon spir-
its, 50 pounds lead. 11.31
2 pounds lamp black, ^ gallon
dryer, 1.10
12^ pounds zinc. 2 pairs butts, 1.43
2^ c. carriage bolts, 15 pounds
c. nails, 5.90
290 pounds phosphate, 6.16
200 pounds Stockbridge, 5.00
7 pounds tarred twine. .85
200 pounds ground bone, 4.00
1 wheel hoe, 1 pair brackets, 1.65
419 pounds phosphate, 8.90
1 horse-hoe, 12.00
1 pound twine, .25
70 pounds bone meal. 500 pounds
phosphate, 12.38
10 pounds Paris green, 2.50
477 pounds phosphate, 10.14
20 pounds bone meal, .50






July 4. For 10 pounds candy, $2.00
cakes, 4.00
Oct. 28. crackers, &c., .70
S. HOVEY.








2 pounds solder casting,
tin-ware, dippers, and pails,
61
Oct. For repairino; harness, traces, &c., $2.10
1 pad and breeching, 8.00
1 girt and billet and sweat col-
lar, 2.00
F. B. IIOWAKD.
July 18. For blacksmith work from A})ril to
July, $6.75
Aug. repairing wagons, mending
chains, 4.90
Sept. 1. setting tires, and repairs, 9.25
20. 1 set new rims, 1 set tires, re-
pairs, 15.85
JAMES BUOTIIEllS.
July 18. For horse baiting and stabling in
April, May, and June, $3.60
horse keeping, 5.25
1883.
Mar. 21. baiting horses in .January, Feb-
ruary, and March, 2.50
HARLEY, ROBBIE & VADNAIS.
1882.
July 18. For 128 yards prints and cambrics, $8.12
Feb. 13. 40 yards crash, 2.00






July 24. For services in haying, $7.50
C. II. BOWKER.
July 28. For carting chair seats, $12.00
C. II. HILL.
April. For 26 bags meal, $44.30
middlings and bran, 83.71
62
May. For 50 bags meal, $84.50
814 pounds bran, 12.21
1,000 pounds middlings, 17.00
6 sacks, .60
June. 31 bushels oats, 15.50
2,100 pounds middlings, 35.70
July 5. 2 bags meal, 3.40
Aug. 31. 12 bushels oats, 8.64
Sept. 5. 5 bags meal, 8.75
Dee. 40 bags meal, 65.00
6 sacks middlings, 16.41
1883.
Jan. 40 bags meal, 60.00
2,648 pounds bran, 29.41




April 28. For 3 bushels seed potatoes, $3.45
UNION PUBLISHING^ CO.
April 17. For publishing Annual Examination, $3.50
GRANITE STATE TELEPHONE CO.
Aug. 4. For use of telephone April, May,
and June, $11.85
use of telephone July, August,
and September, 11.61
use of telephone October, No-
vember, and December, 11.50
$34.96
July 13. F'or 1 mowing machine. 2 tedder-
forks, boxes and pins, $76.25
J. M. RICHARDSON.
Aug. 14. For 1 lot of manure, $14.00
(JEO. p. B. CLARK.
Aug. 19. For arresting Lauren Wise, $5.00
63
THOMAS S. WILSON.
Aug. 30. For 19 days' carpentering work, $38.00
ROBERT N. EVENS.
Sept. 1. For 1 lot handkerchiefs, S4.00
CALVIN DOLBEER.
Sept. 1. For 1 pair oxen, $162.50
Oct. 15. 6 gallons apple-sauce, 2.10
7 dozen eggs, 1.82
1883.




June 5. For 3^ feet manure, $2.62
LITTLE & LARKIN.
Sept. 4. For 1 top carriage, $205.00
KEIIP & JOHNSON.
Sept. 9. For labor on Prince house, $37.50
C. II. MARTIN & CO.
July 29. For 1 barrel raw linseed oil, $30.32
700 pounds pure lead, 49.00
1883.
March 22. 5 pt. aqua ammonia, .75







Sept. 18. For 3 loads plastering sand, $3.00
PALMER & GARMON.
Sept. 16. For soap-stone and labor repair-
ing wash-tanks, $13.92
PETTEE & ADAMS.
Sept. 25. For plaster, lime, hair, cement, $6.00
1 barrel flour, 9.25
meal and bran, 9.10
10 bags meal, 16.50
245 pounds middlings, 3.68
1 barrel Wt. Satin flour, 9.00
Oct. 6 7-8 bushels oats,
.
3.78
207 pounds middlings, 3.10
28 bags meal, 45.50
Oct. 51 barrels flour, 318.75
10 casks lime, 28 pounds hair, 12.37
1 bag oats, 1.15
Nov. bill rendered, 66.90
Dec. 8 bags meal, 13.90
1883.
Jan. and Feb. 19 bags meal, 27.70
1,726 pounds middlings, 22.77
4 bags cracked corn, 5.80
2 bags of oats, 2.40
$538.13
Cr. 43+ bushels rye, 39.52
$498.61
GOODWIN BROTHERS.
Sept. 22. For 1 hay rack,
THOMAS A. LANE.
Sept. 25. For plumbers' materials and labor on
steam pipes from April 3 to
August 26, $16.34
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Nov. and Dec. For labor on water-closet steam
pipes and pump, $8.52
valves, Ls, pipe, solder, etc., 9.91
Jan. 15 pounds lead pipe, 1 pet cock,
fitting, etc., 1.82
labor on steam and water pipes, 4 1^5
$40.84
J. W. C. PICICERING.
Sept. 25. For 3 suits boys' clothes and hat, $26.00
PLUMER & HOLTON.
Sept. 25. For 6 pairs pants, 3 suits for boys, $17.50
3^ dozen caps and hats, 16.07
10 boxes collars, .80
1 umbrella, 1.50
hose, 8.17
July 26. 1 suit and hat, 6.25
$50.29
FKEDEUICK C. DOW.
July^ 26. For 12 pairs girls' boots, $19.80
5 pairs men's shoes, 8.00
I gallon harness oil, 1.50
Sept. 26 pairs boots and shoes, 48.75
43 " canvas " 34.75
II " girls' button boots, 16.65
L29.45
PLUMEK, HOLTON & CO.
Sept. For I dozen gloves, 5 dozen hose, ^
dozen mittens, $18.00
1 hat, ^ dozen cardigans, 5.80
22 yards wiggan, 3.74
$27.54
B. F. ST. CLAIR & CO.
Sept. 15. For 5 barrels new process flour, $31.25
IIOBERTSON & HASELTON.
Sept. 30. For carpenter work, $9.20
" '
' and stock in Octo-









For tincture gentian, $0.25
3 pounds Dalmatian insect powder, 2.25
1 pound white wax, .70
1. 1 pound insect powder, .75
8 ounces tincture myrrh, .50
1 prescription, .25
7. tootli-brush and powder, .55
1 pound chloride potassa, .40
1 qt. tinct. arnica, 1.40
1 syringe, .87
1 pound pul. Jamaica ginger, .35
^ lb. elecampane, ^ pound slippery
elm, .30
2 oz. gum camphor, .10
Oct.
68
MARSHALL A. LeWIS & CO.
7. For 7 dozen mittens and gloves,
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ISAAC FFNNO & CO.
For 29 boys' suits,
FRANK W. FITTS.
For 12 jacket patterns,
R. D. GAY.
Nov. 1. For 102 rolls paper and border,
JACOB CHASE.
Nov. 23. For 1 bushel cranberries,
BUNTIN & WILBUR.
For shoeing horses and oxen, repair-
ing carts,
FOWLE, HIBBARD & CO.
Nov. 14. For 1 barrel beans,
B. s. sxow & CO.
Oct. 24. For 100 pounds dry cod,
^ barrel mackerel,
4 boxes red herring,














For 50 pounds turkey, $11.00




For 12 hens, $6.00
A. H. LOWELL.
Sept. 2.3. For 8 grates, $4.06
1883.
Feb. 28. 24 grates 25.02
$29.08
DENNIS KERWIN & SON.
Dec. 14. For 1 box gloss soap, $3.70
J. TRUESDALE & SON.
June 14. For 2 horse covers, $3.05
M. F. DODGE.
For stone, gravel, and loam, $11.99
TRISTAM BARNARD.
For Huse pasture, $22.00
THOMAS FRAIN.
Dec. 18. For arresting Martin Mahoney, $10.00
WILLIAM LANDRY.
For 20 loads stone, $11.50
SIMONS, HATCH & WHITTIER.
Dec. 19. For 7 dozen cash mufflers, $20.21
H. L. BURNHAM.
For Huse pasture, $35.00
BURDETT, YOUNG & INGALLS.
Dec. 19. For 2 suits boys' clothes, $6.58
71
COLBURN * WHITMAN.
Dec. 19. For 7^ dozen cardioau jackets, $57.00
GEORGE W. WILSON & CO.
Nov. 28. For 100 pounds turkey, $23.00
E. R. COLBTJRN & CO.




For 49 pounds sausage, $(j.60
CHARLES W. COLBY.
Dec. 26. For 1 volume Lincoln Memorial, $3.75
BARTON & CO.
For 94 yards cotton, $8.69
2694^ yards cashmere, 28.30
$36.99
C. B. SOUTHWORTH.
Sept. 26. For 50 boxes collars, $3.50
J. E. JONES.
Sept. 20. For 10 pounds blue mixed yarn, $10.00
MANNING HOUGHTON.
Oct. 18. For repairs and stock on steam-pipe
and pumps, $4.02
S. C. FORSAITH & CO.
Sept. 13. For bill rendered, $10.93
1883.













For 160 pounds soap, . $12.80
1 bushel salt, .50
$39.14




For laying concrete, $64.51
AMOSKEAG MANLIFACTURING CO.
Dec. 28. For 100 fire brick, $5.00
G. H. COLBY.
1883.
Jan. 16. For 1 yoke oxen, $175.00
REPUBLICAN PRESS ASSOCIATION.
Jan. 16. For 1 year's subscription Independent
Statesman, $1.50
C. C. CURRIER.
Jan. 20. For tuning musical instruments, $3.00
C. F. BONNEY.
For professional attendance on in-
mates from May 29, 1881, to Jan-
uary 1, 1883, $72.50
WM. C. ELLIOTT.
July 27. For repairing clock, $2.00
OLD SOUTH CLOTHING CO.
Jan. 30. For 6 suits, 2 coats, and 5 vests, $30.98
W. F. ROBIE.
Feb. 6. For treatment horses and cattle to
date, $27.50
Cr. 3 pigs, 15.00
$12.50
MONADNOCK MILLS.
Jan. 31. For 75 bed-spreads, $67.50
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L. B. MELVIN
Feb. 22. For 4^ cords raauure, $22.50
JAMES H. BROWN.
March 2. For 16 days' labor painting, $32.00
.TAMES ORRILL.
Feb. 26. For cutting boys' hair, $4.00
HENRY e. RAND.
March 3. For 3 sides sole leather, $15.16




July. For bill rendered, $37.15
berries, lemons, etc., 8.21
4 pounds soda, 4 pounds tea, 6
boxes gelatine, 3.65
eggs, .73
1 barrel flour, 10.00
Aug. vanilla and leinon extracts, 1.97
salt, 3.10
Dec. matches, 1.10
4 pounds sulphur, 6 pounds tap-
ioca, 7 pounds sweet potatoes, 1.29
$67.20




March 24. For 2 cords 3 feet manure,. $12.00
GEORGE LEE.
March 24. For 5^ cords manure, $26.25
EZRA DAY.
Nov. For 5 pairs boys' brogans, $5.90
17 " women's rubbers, 8.50
1883.
Jan. 15. 13 " girls' boots, 17.25
TEMPLE & FARRINGTON.
1882.
Dec. For Christmas cards, blanks, $0.83
1883.
Jan. 1. 1 M. envelopes and printing, 3.50
54 rolls paper, 19.04




For 12 gross crayons. $1.68
1 ream 10 pound letter paper
and printing. 4.50






June 28. Mr. Preston, for measuring manure, SO.40
30. getting liorse from pasture, .50
boys' extra work, in April, May,
and June, 6.65
car-fares and extra cash paid dis-
charged inmates, 48.10
postage stamps for quarter, 12.75
July 1. expenses to Boston, .75
5. J. B. Clarke, for bill-paper, .50
tickets for bo3's to Barnum's, 10.50
expenses to New Boston, 1.00
11. publishers Springfield Republican, 1.50
14. AYilliam Ferren, for cakes, 1.00
15. expenses to Amesbury, 2.50
18. E. Wilson, for tongue, 1.00
20. horse-bating, twice, 1.00
29. Twiss, for peanuts, 1.75
31. McLaren, for trunk, 1.20
Aug. 2. farm boys' picnic, 2.00
4. beef, 1.80
sundries, .40
10. Frenchmen for haying, reaping, and
threshing, 79.00
clapboards and husk mattress, by
auction, 1.05
23. F. M. Hooper, filing saw, .20
J. O. Merrill, for drag-plank, .25
umbrella, 1.25
moving cattle from pasture, 2.00
28. expenses to Brighton, for AVise, 7.75
fruit, .75
30. expenses to Weare, for cattle, 2.70'
Sept. 4. expenses to Amesbury. 4.85
9. expenses to Worcester, and moving
and carting tank, 6.50
13. horse-baiting, .40
16. H. L. Hastings, for ])ook, LOO
18. expenses to state fair, with cattle,
and tickets for boys, 13.25
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Sept. 18. For horse-car tickets, $1.00
whip, 2.00
23. oysters, .40
25. expenses getting cattle, 2.00
30. expenses to fair at Goffstown, with
cattle, and dinners for boys, 15.34
expenses getting cattle from pasture, 3.00
extra work of inmates, for quarter, 6.95
inmates' car-fares, 16.20
postage stamps during the quarter, 8.50
Dct. 5. Twiss, for 1 bush, peanuts, 3.00
7. expenses to Boston, 1.50
8. S. Chase, for cranberries, .85
19. gloves, for boys, .90
expenses getting cattle, Oct. 20, 1.50
23. Clark & Dixon, repairing clock, .45
James Welch, for labor, 5.00
25. expenses to Nashua, Fitchburg, and
Boston, 4.60
binding awls, .80
Nov. 3. dinner at Nashua, .45
expenses getting cattle, Nov. 7, 1.00
10. police officer for assistance looking
for boys, 2.00
expenses to Boston, 1.85
mileage, 20.00
grapes, 1.00
16. tickets for boys to Bell Ringers, 3.00
E. Rowell, 40 gallons cider, 4.00
18. telegraijhing. .58-
28. mending harness, .25
Dec. 5. dinner, at Nashua, .35
safety plugs, for boiler, .75
James, for horse-keeping, ' .50
8. Almus Marshall, 40 gallons cider, 4.00
18. P. C. Cheney, for paper. .30
J. B. Brown, horse-keeping, .40
expenses to Boston. 4.50








Paid superintendent and treasurer,
82
CONDENSED FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF TREAS-
URER.
Balance in hands of treasurer, April 1, 1882, $6,807.28
Cash received :
From state treasurer, $6,000.00
For board, 7, .502.42
chair-work, 4,453.49
neat stock, pigs, &c., 498.50
vegetables, 162.74




Since my last report, made in 1879, there ha,s been but little
sickness in the school.
During last autumn, however, there were three or four cases
of typho-malarial fever. The disease assumed a rather mild
type, and, under the watchful care and nursing of the matron,
yielded readily to treatment.
The cause of the sickness was, no doubt, due to the low state
of the water used at the institution, which held in solution a
considei'able quantity of organic matter.
The low stage of the water in the river, leaving the banks
exposed to an unusual extent, no doubt, gave the disease its
malarial type.
With the above exception, and a few cases of simple frac-
tures, nothing has occurred requiring my professional attend-
ance.
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Hon. GEORGE W. NESMITH, LL. D., Franklin, President.
Hon. FREDERICK SMYTH, Manchester, Treasurer.
Hon. JOSEPH KIDDER, Manchester, Secretary.
Rev. SAMUEL C. BARTLETT. D. D., LL. D., Hanover.
Hon. EDWARD SPALDING, M. D., Nashua.
Hon. BENJAMIN F. PRESCOTT, Epping.
W. H. H. MASON, M. D., Moultonborough.
HIRAM HITCHCOCK, Esq., Hanover.
Hon. LYMAN D. STEVENS, Concord.

REPORT.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
The New Hampshire Agricultural College and Mechanic Arts
now present their fifteenth report, as required by the statute
law of this state.
The report embraces a financial statement of our receipts and
expenditures, together with some other of our most important
transactions for the two years commencing with May 1, 1881,
and terminating with the same date of the present j^ear.
During the past two years our institution has enjoyed general
prosperity. It has increased in number of students. Both
officers and students have been attentive to their respective
duties, and, as a result, uniform good order has been experi-
enced, and good progress has been evinced by the students in their
studies. Thej' have enjoyed good health. The students have
had the advantages to be derived from an improved course of
studies and from more numerous lectures, both from professors
and outside competent men, who have generously presented im-
portant instruction and advice upon the ditferent branches of
science connected with their pursuits. The recent public ex-
ercises of the students, the themes presented by the gradu-
ating class, the herbariums and drawings presented for exami-
nation, each and all show that the students have made profitable
advancement and proficiency, especially in those brandies con-
nected with agricultural science.
VISITORS AXD PATRONS OF INDUSTRY.
We are glad to receive the visits from some of our best farm-
ers, and to learn their wise suggestions. Especially were we
gratified with the interview had witli the Patrons of Industry
6
or Grangers. A committee from this association, consisting
of Messrs. Osgood and Clougli of Canterbury and Fowler of
Sutton, spent parts of two days with us. These men have
severally a large capital invested in farming. They love the
profession of the farmer. Profited by a long and rich experi-
ence of their own, by industrious and economical habits, by the
learning derived from books, as well as the sound, intelligent
views of others engaged in the same calling, when expressed in
meetings of free discussion,—these, and such men, by their
successful example and wise practical knowledge, will elevate
the standard of their profession still higher, and will induce
others to sustain it. Their remarks and advice, whether ad-
monitory or otherwise, were received at our college by both
officers and students with much satisfaction.
MATURING BONDS.
The report of this committee, giving a detailed account of
their journey and proceedings at Hanover, has been published
and circulated among the people of our state. It purports to
give a full and just statement of our resources as well as the
present wants of our institution. On these points we would
present some additional facts and views not fully considered by
the committee.
Under the Morrill act of congress of 1862, the state received
land scrip, which was sold for eighty thousand dollars. This
money was taken by the state and invested in their six per cent,
bonds, which will soon become due and payable, as we under-
stand. It will therefore behoove the legislature at their present
session to provide either for the payment or the legal extension
of these bonds, or by the issue of new bonds payable at some
distant date, to the satisfaction of the parties in interest. We
would respectfully represent to the legislature that this fund,
which has heretofore yielded us $4,800 annually, should still
remain under the control of the state, as is now provided by the
fourth section of the act made and passed July 9, 1863, and the
state should continue to pay us the same rate of interest as
heretofore, because as this fund is devoted by the act of con-
gress specially to the payment of tuition, it is now found inade-
quate to meet the present salaries paid to the i)rofessors of the
college.
THE CONANT FUND.
We receive an annual income from the John Conant fund of
about $2,200, more or less, being the interest on money deposited
with the trustees of the college, as scholarships for the support
of worthy indigent young men.
First. Of those belonging to Cheshire county, who may intend
to pursue agriculture as a profession.
Secondly. If the fund is not exhausted by appointments from
Cheshire county, then the balance to be applied to the same class
of young men, under similar conditions, who may reside else-
where.
Under this donation many of our students have received
assistance, and still more may have pecuniary aid, if in needy
circumstances.
THE FARM.
As early as 1869, Mr. Conant had purchased that part of our
present farm, known as the Tilden place, consisting of about
140 acres, with the buildings thereon. For this land he paid
seven thousand dollars. The remainder of our farm was pur-
chased of Mr. Adna P. Balch, making in the whole about 360
acres.
Mr. Balch's deed is dated May 10, 1873. The consideration
or price of this purchase is understood to have been $6,234.
Mr. Balch's purchase chiefly embraces our pasturage .and wood-
land. The price of Mr. Balch's land was settled by Messrs.
John Abbott of Concord, and Bridgeman and Benton of Hano-
ver, under the offer of Mr. Balch to receive for his land the
appraised value of the trees, or timber and wood, then being on
the land when conveyed by him to our institution.
HISTORICAL.
Without reciting facts and events that are made familiar by
former annual reports of our board, we would liere remark that
up to the death of Prof. Dimond, which occurred in July, 1876,
the principal charge of the farm, and the erection of Culver and
Conant halls, and the new barn on the farm, together with much
of the care and instruction of the students, had devolved upon
him. These severe labors were found to create too heavy a tax
for his delicate constitution to bear, and it was not surprising
to his many friends that he sunk under the pressure of this ex-
cessive toil.
During this year of 187G, we also lost the efficient services of
President Smith, who, in consequence of impaired health, first
tendered his resignation as president of the corporation ; and
in August of this year, Dartmouth college and all its depart-
ments were called upon to mourn the departure from this life of
their worthy and esteemed president. Only a few months had
elapsed since we had recorded the death of two of our able
directors, viz., William P. Wheeler of Keene, and Chester O.
Hutchins of Bath. Mr. Wheeler was the confidential adviser
of our largest benefactor, John Conant, and assisted in drafting
the conveyances of his generous bounty to our institution.
LEGISLATIVE AID.
In September, 1870, at tliis interesting crisis in our affairs,
the directors met and appointed J. W. Sanborn as our farm
superintendent, and also a committee to investigate our finan-
cial condition.
After a thorough examination of our receipts and expendi-
tures, we found a balance of indebtedness of more than seven
thousand dollars against us, and without any means of pay-
ment.
At the 'subsequent session of the legislature we made an
appeal to their liberality, and they granted us annually three
thousand dollars for the term of six years, and for the following
three specified purposes :
First. One thousand dollars to pay the yearly salary of the
farm superintendent.
Second. One thousand dollars annually to pay the debts of
the corporation.
Third. One thousand dollars for a new farm dwelling-house.
Now we are able to report that the farm superintendent
has been paid uj) to September last, being five and a half years,
his one thousand dollars annually,—his 3'early salary being
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eleven hundred dollars,—and that our de])t has been entirely
discharged ; our farm dwelling-house has been erected and paid
for within the original estimate of six thousand dollars.
This grant of the legislature has been indispensable to our
very existence during the last six years.
We would respectfully ask that the same allowance may be
annually appropriated still longer to sustain our institution.
We will assign some reasons : We have no sufficient means to
pay the salary of a competent farm sui^eriutendent without
help. The board have post])oned the appointment of this officer
because we could not see how we could pay him without aid
from some source. Missouri was able to take Mr. Sanl)orn
from us because they had the means and disposition to pay him
double the amount he received from us.
Agajn : as suggested liy the committee of the grangers, we
need additions to our library.—more books that treat of the veg-
etable and animal kingdoms and of the insect world ; many works
of natural history and other scientific subjects, such as modern
chemistry, electricity, geology, and the mineral kingdoms now
supply.
Again : the aforesaid committee suggested we should have
the skeletons of the horse, ox, sheep, &c.. in order to study the
anatomy of these useful animals, and to cure their diseases and
their injuries. A skilful veterinary surgeon, capable of lectur-
ing on the anatomy and diseases of animals, would be a valu-
able acquisition to our college and to farmers, as well as to our
courts of justice, where subjects pertaining to defects or dis-
eases of animals are often discussed and explained.
In connection with this subject it gives us pleasure to be able
to state that we rode after a valuable horse last autumn, in
Hanover, that travelled with much ease and rapiclit}-, whose
leg had been accidentally broken, and carefully cured again.
This successful achievement was obtained by those who under-
stood the anatomy of the horse, and in the exercise of much
patience studied how to apply the right remedies.
Again : in these modern days, schools of philosophy have
been established, where natural, moral, and intellectual philos-
ophy are taught, and where questions pertaining to abstract and
practical science are originated, discussed, and decided. A
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writer says, the chief object of these schools or conventions is
to require those that attend them to tell all they know, on the
principle that he that plods and plods, and cannot tell what he
knows, is like him who plows and plows, and never sows.
Seriously, the lecturing system is becoming the popular mode
of communicating and receiving knowledge upon all important
subjects, and those connected with our colleges must equip
themselves accordingly, and carry their knowledge to the people,
if they expect to acquire great fame and reputation. For the
last two or three years we have paid one hundred and fifty dol-
lars annually to Messrs. S. J. Blanpied and Charles S. Cook for
teaching elocution and drawing to our students. The labor of
these men has been profitable to our students, and means must
be provided to continue similar services hereafter.
FRUrr AND FLOKICULTUKE.
Our friends who lecture to us upon gardening say that we
need to have the land where we have raised our onions and other
vegetables protected by a hedge or other suitable fences. Thus
far, we have not planted trees or plants for fruit-culture, nor
have we cultivated flowers for ornament. We have land well
adapted for supplying luxuries as well as necessaries. In this
direction we ask for nothing extravagant, but for such a judi-
cious improvement of our lands as good husbandry and the
reasonable expectation of our friends may dictate, and only
such moderate pecuniary means as may supply our wants.
INCOME AND EXPENDITURES.
Again : we would suggest that the examination of our sources
of income and disbursements for the past two years, as appear
from our account rendered, will show that the money paid for
instruction to the several professors and others employed ex-
ceeds by the sum of five hundred and fift}' dollars the four
thousand and eight hundred dollars arising from the United
States land fund, and we believe that we are not in a condition
to reduce salaries without serious prejudice to the interests of
our college. On the contrary. Prof. Scott, who now receives the
annual salary of eleven hundred dollars, asks for an increase,
because he says his work is equal to others who receive more.
1]
Our other source of income, to the amount of a))out five hun-
dred dolhxrs for the last year, accrued from the rent of Conant
Hall to Mrs. Durgin as a boarding-house for three hundred dol-
lars, and for the use of a few rooms to such students as were able
to pa}' moderate rent for them to the amount of two hundred dol-
lars. Our account of the other claims upon our treasury that
annually must be met are such as the ordinary repairs of our
buildings, including painting and furniture, the supplying of gas,
water, wood, coal, insurance, taxes, chemicals for the laboratory,
printing, labor, and various other miscellaneous claims. The
extraordinary claims for the last two years included the neces-
sary drainage of the west land, adjacent to Conant Hall, which
relieved us from an unhealthy nuisance, and which cost us one
hundred and fifty dollars ; also, the payment of one hundred
and fifty dollars for necessary surveying instruments for the use
of the college. Our expenditures for the last two years have
been about an average of former years, without including our
new farm-house, and we cannot calculate upon any material
diminution of these expenses for the future. Under an arrange-
ment with our treasurer, Gov. Smyth, the president has re-
ceived, and, aided by the decision of the financial committee of
the board of trustees, has paid the demands upon us, leaving
a balance in the treasury sufficient, we trust, to carry us up to
September next.
THE FARM AND ITS CONDITION.
When our farm was purchased by Mr. Conant it was not in a
high state of cultivation, and was also destitute of stock and
farming tools. Although we have realized several donations
from various individuals, of both stock and tools, yet it has
required much effort and a long time to bring up the farm to its
present advanced state of cultivation. Prof. Pettee will give
his report of its present condition and the improvements made
thereon under his administration since September last.
During the past years of its existence it has not added much
to our treasury. Its chief value has been felt in giving employ-
ment and rewards to numbers of our students who needed
assistance, and in giving to the students frequent and valuable
practical illustrations and experimental knowledge of the sev-
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eral branches of agricultural science, as taught at the college.
We believe that without much increase of pecuniary means we
can render our farm still more attractive and useful as means of
instruction to our college, with the hope that it might afford
some income to our treasury, though not sufficient to sustain a
competent superintendent united with its other burdens. We
have thus assigned some of the reasons why the state should
continue to foster one of its children, and furnish still longer its
necessary food and support.
KXPEKIJIENTAL STATION.
Like most other branches of human knowledge, agricultural
science in many of its departments is still in its infancy. Not-
withstanding the wonderful progress made during the last forty
years in the old methods, and the many valuable discoveries
brought to light through the researches of scientific men, and
the experimental work of intelligent farmers themselves, there
are yet man}' questions that remain unsettled. These questions
and problems can only be determined in a satisfactory manner
by long continued experiments under the eye of scientific and
practical men thoroughly in love with the farmer's occupation.
Considerable has been accomplished on the college farm dur-
ing the past few years in the way of experimental work. The
results thus far attained, though limited, have foreshadowed in
some small degree the ends that might be reached in a series of
years could the farm be made an experimental station, with
all the necessary appliances, under the supervision of a man
thoroughly versed in the work committed to his charge, and
keenly alive to the interests of our agricultural population.
With the fostering care of the legislature in the future, as in the
past, the trustees believe that experimental work may be done
on the farm and in a proper laboratory that will bring to our
farmers results far exceeding the cost of work performed.
THE GRADUATING CLASS.
For the present year there are twelve young men in the grad-
uating class. The faculty recommend that they receive the
customary degree of T>. S. when tliey shall have fully completed
their course of study. The names of the young gentlemen com-
13
prising the senior class, with [)hxccs of residence, will be found
in the appendix.
CONCLUSION.
In concluding this report, the trustees have the pleasure to
express the opinion that the New Hampshire College of Agri-
culture and the Mechanic Arts occupies an honorable position
among the kindred institutions of the country. Gradually but
certainly it is growing into usefulness and popular favor among
the people of the state, because, in part, at least, of economy in
its management, the excellency of the work it accomplishes in
the intellectual field, and the high moral tone and standing of
its graduates. Among its members, past or present, not a case
has arisen requiring severe discipline on the part of the faculty
or trustees. On the other hand, their deportment during their
connection with the college has always been commendable, and,
so far as is known, their conduct subsequent to graduation has
met the approbation of those with whom they have mingled.
To-day many of the graduates are filling positions of trust and
honor in the various walks of life, and contributing their share
to the welfare of the communities in which they reside.
From the humblest beginning and under adverse circumstan-
ces, your college,—the college of the people, of the farmers and
mechanics,—has steadil}^ increased in students and usefulness
until you all can begin to see what it may reasonably accomplish
in the near future, with generous support and approving words.
With an eye single to the great interests of our state and the
progress of the rising generation in our midst, the trustees have
wrought diligently with the means at their command to elevate
the standard of education among our people, and to open up to
the working man's son opportunities that might not otherwise
have been his. With what success this work has been accom-
plished the legislature must judge, and in its great wisdom act
accordingly, with reference to the future support of the college.







To the President and Tnistees of the Neio Hampshire College of
Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts:
Your treasurer respectfully submits his fifteenth annual report
for the year ending April 1, 1882,
He charges himself as follows :
Balance in treasury, April 1, 1881, $3,351.01
Income from Conant fund, 2,309.98
Interest on college fund, *2,400.00
State appropriation, *500.00
Interest on savings-bank deposit, 136.38





To the President ayid Trustees of the New Hampshire College of
Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts :
Your treasurer respectfully submits his annual report for the
year ending April 1, 1883.
He charges himself as follows :
Balance in treasury, April 1, 1882, $3,825.10
Income from Conant fund, 2,191.25
Interest on savings-bank deposit, 149.51
),165.86
He credits himself as follows :
1882.
July 5. To paid Hon. Geo. AY. Nesmith, $200.00
Aug. 8. Hon. Geo. W. Nesmith, 2,000.00
Nov. 22. Hon. Geo. W. Nesmith, 1,500.00
1883.
Feb. 26. Hon. Geo. W. Nesmith, 1,000.00
April 1, 1883. Balance in treasury, 1,465.86
$6,165.86
FREDERICK SMYTH, Treasurer.
President Nesmith has received during the year of the state
treasurer the sum of seven thousand nine hundred and seventy-
five dollars, and accounted for the same.
I hereby certify that I have examined the accounts of the
treasurer from April 1, 1882, to April 1, 1883, and find them
correctly cast and properly vouched.
JOSEPH KIDDER, Auditor.
Manchester, April 9, 1883.
PRESIDENT'S ACCOUI^T
FOR YEAR ENDING MAY 1, 1882.
Geo. W. Nesmith in account with the Treasure^' of the Agricul-
tural College and Mechanic Arts.
1881. Dr.
Majf To cash of Treasurer Smyth, to pay
claims against college, $300.00
June To cash of same, 400.00
July To cash of same, 300.00
Sept. 1. To cash drawn from state treasurer, be-
ing semi-annual interest on U. S. fund, 2,400.00
and part of state appropriation, 500.00





May 14. By cash to pay Prof. Bartlett, $25.88
'26. Diplomas, Messinger & Co., 12.50
27. Salary, in part, to Prof. Blanpied, 50.00
29. Judge Chase, l)oard of health, 150.00
July 1. Sundr}' claims of students, 152.00
11. Advertising, to Blanpied, 40.00
Salary, in part, to Blanpied, 300.00
Sept. 2. Semi-annual salary in full to Blanpied, 650,00
Same to Prof. Jesup, 300.00
Same to Prof. Scott, 400.00
Same to Prof. Pettee, 751.00
J. \V. Sanliorn. salary, farm supt., 552.98
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Sept. 2, Miscellaneous claims : insurance, gas,
&c., $171.19
Oct. 28. Cash paid Blanpied for coal, 118.99
$3,074.54
Sundry miscellaneous claims to students, 125.14
Dec. 1. By salary to Blanpied, in part, 300.00
1882.
Jan. 20. By cash to Kidder, Atkins & Brown, 78.60
1,179.24
To the above balance add the amount paid for the
new dwelling-house erected for the
farm, as authorized by the legislature,
$G,000 being appropriated:
1881.
Dec. 2. To paid Huntington for digging cellar
and stoning the same, $307.00
J. W. Sanborn, for drainage and grading, 185.36
Miner, for labor, 5.21
1882.
March To J. W. Sanborn, for grading and for
tiles to him, 117.64
Amount for new house, $015.21
Whole amount expended up to March,
1882, $4,794.45
1882.
To March receipts : Tuition fund, 2,400.00
Also, state appropriation, 500.00
$2,900.00
1882.
March 1. To balance of Prof. Blanpied's salary,
$700; Jesup, $300, $1,000.00
Prof. Pettee, $750 ; Prof. Scott, $500, 1,250.00
J. W. Sanborn. $550 ; Cook, for draw-
ing, $90.00, 040.00
Sundry claims of students, 295.48
19
April Annual meeting pay-roll, $80.50
Prof. Pettee's extra bill and express, 27.58
Mr. Cheever, for lectures, 13.00
;,306.56




Receipts from the treasury for the year commencing
in May, 1881, and terminating as within
stated, September and ante, aggregate
amount, $4,900.00
Same in March, 1882, 2,900.00
$7,800.00
Expended prior to March, 1882, $4,794.45
1882.
Same from March 1 to May 1, 3,306.56
$8,101.01
PRESIDENT'S ACCOUNT
FOR YEAR ENDING MAY 1, 1883.
1882.
July 5. To cash from Treasurer Smyth, $200.00
Aug. 30. Draft from treasurer, for new house, 2,000.00
Sept. 1. Draft from treasurer, tuition, 2,400.00




Nov. 21. To draft from state treasurer to pay for
new building, 2,000.00
Draft from Treasurer Smyth for same
purpose, 1,500.00
$9,100.00
Disbursements from May, 1882, to March, 1883, inclusive :
1882.
May 24. By cash paid Bugbee, janitor, $20.00
S. J. Blanpied, elocution, 60.00
June McLean, advertising, 10.00
20. Prof. Blanpied for Loveland, 30.00
Also, his salary in part, 150.00
30. J. W. Sanborn, for underpinning for new
house, 133.00
July 21. By cash to Sanborn for grading, 53.00
Aug. 21. Work on cellar, 41.78
Aug. 21. Chemicals to Prof. Blanpied, 80.00
Sept. 1. Tuition to Prof. Scott, $500; extras, $4. 70, 504.70
Prof. Jesup, $300; Pettee, 750; inci-
dentals, $12.22, 1,062.22
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Sept. 1. By Prof. Bl:in[)ied, salary, $850; wood,
$54 ; incidentals, $03.50, $9G7.50
J. W. Sanborn, salary, $550 ; oxen,
$170; Drury, $50, ^ 770.00
1882.
Sept. 1. By cash to Muchmore & AYhipple, per
contract, 3,882.20
Building farm-house, $1,852.20; brick
supports in cellar, $147.80, 2,000.00
Blaupied, Messinger, Downing & David-
sou acc'ts, 66.68
28. By cash to John A. French, hei'barium, 30.00
Oct. Prof. Blaupied, coal, 53.72
Nov. 23. By balance to Muchmore & Whipple, in
full for their labor in building farm
dwelling-house, 2,930.14
24. Prof. Pettee, claims for water, digging
ditch, pipe. &c., 211.79
Goddard, for labor, 9.72
Prof. Blaupied, bill, 24.15
Pay-roll for trustees for meetings about
contract for building, 48.15
Whole amount expended up to March, 1883, $9,256.55
RECEIPTS FOR MARCH PAYMENTS.
1883.
Feb. 27. To cash of the state treasurer for tuition, $2,400.00
Draft from Treasurer Smyth, 1,000.00
Cash of Prof. Pettee, from the farm,
payment for oxen, or money ad-
vanced to Sanborn, 175.00
Cash for wool from the farm, freight





By payments made from March to May 1, inclusive, in behalf
of the Agricultural College :
1883.
March 5. By semi-annual salary of Prof . Blanpied, $1,000.00
6. Prof. Jesup's salary, 300.00
Prof. Scott's salary, $500 ; extra ser-
vice, $55.39, 555.39
Prof. Pettee's salary, $750 ; extra
service on farm, $80.00, 830.00
Prof. T. D. Worthen, six months' ser-
vice, 184.00
Salaries for one half year, $2,869.39
Prof. Pettee for a surveying instrument, $150.00
Also, for wood delivered at Culver
Hall, 34.98
Also, for grading at Culver Hall,
$8.75 ; and work, $8.40, 17.15
Amount for gas, sundry other bills,
W. H. Hills and James 0. Adams,
expenses, 199.50
1,271.02
Prof. Blanpied rendered the following account,
Feb. 3, 1883 :
For repairs on buildings, labor of students, fuel,
painting, &c., $717.49
Contra, Cr.
Mrs. Durgin's rent of Conant Hall,
23
Prof. S. J. Blanpied, elocution,
Prof. Hitchcock, for fuel.
Whole amount of payments to May, 1883,
Whole amount of receipts from the treas-
ury, including the state appropria-
tion for new house, &c., from May 1,
1882, to March 1, 1883, inclusive, $9,100.00
Amount of receipts from Feb. 26 to May




Amount of payments from May 1, 1882,
to March 1, 1883, $9,256.55
From March 1 to May 1, 1883, inclusive, 3,568.93
[2,719.00
$12,825.48
Whole expenditures for the new farm
dwelling-house, $5,945.92
All embraced in this account, except
$615.21, which was expended in 1881.
The whole amount of the legislative ap-
propriation for the aforesaid dwell-
ing-house was 6,000.00
Deducting the expense of the new house
from the payments of each year, and
the ordinary expenses of the college
will be for each year about 7,500.00
Amount of receipts prior to May 1, 1882, $7,800.00
Amount prior to May 1, 1883, 12,719.00
By cash to balance.















REPORT OF EXAMINING COMMITTEE, 1882.
To the Board of Trustees of the New Hampshire College of Agri-
culture and Mechanic Arts :
Your committee, duly appointed to attend the examinations
of the classes in the New Hampshire College of Agriculture
and the Mechanic Arts at the close of the college year of 1882,
present the following report
:
We find the present condition of the college in a good degree
prosperous, and all present indications point to a promising
future of success. The senior or graduating class numbered
10, the middle class 13, and the junior class 18, making the
total number of students 41, and showing a gratifying increase
in numbers over the earlier years of the existence of the college.
This increase in numbers, we think, is owing largely to the fact
that the college itself, and the advantages and opportunities it
affords for a thorough practical English education, are becoming
better uncterstood and appreciated throughout the state ; and in
this connection it is only simple justice to say, that to the untir-
ing zeal and earnest efforts of the several instructors in the col-
lege, in creating among the people a wider and deeper interest in
the institution, is due in a very large degree its present suc-
cess and the bright hope for its future. At the beginning, the
college had a hard battle to fight against heavy odds. It was
an experiment at the best, and it had to meet a doubting, crit-
ical, skeptical public opinion among all classes of citizens, with
few who had a profound faith in its utility and success ; but it
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has won its way to a measure of prosperity which is a surprise
even to those who at the first were its steadfast friends, and
now the college stands in the front rank of similar institutions
established in various other states in the Union.
The examinations of the A^arious classes were highly satisfacto-
ry. Special mention of particular classes would be invidious, when
all were so meritorious. There was ample evidence of thorough
and hai'd work on the part of both instructors and students ; and
it was work the zeal and efficiency of which was born of a hearty
interest in it. The recitations were not mere parrot-like prattle
of those who by a brief and superficial cramming process had
stocked the memory for a day's exhibition, but they showed a
thorough comprehension of the subjects of the term's work.
In saying thus much, we are mindful that it is the duty of an ex-
amining committee always to be critical, and to have a constant
care not to tint its report with roseate hues and bestow indis-
criminate and unmerited praise, but to bestow honor only where
honor is due. We feel there is no exaggeration in the statement
that the examinations were a praiseworthy" success, and reflected
credit upon professors and students.
During our brief visit to the college farm, Mr. Sanborn, the
farm superintendent, gave us information in regard to its present
condition and the work done in the line of experimental farm-
ing during the past 3'ear. Everything indicated faithful care and
work in the management of the farm. A new building for a
tool-house, annexed to the barn, had just been erected, and a
fine new dwelling-house was in process of erection, which is to
be occupied l)y the farm superintendent, and will afford several
lodging-rooms for the students of the college. It seems evident
to us that the right and proper use of an agricultural college
farm has here been attained, viz., to make it in a large degree
an experimental station, where, by a series of experiments in
every depai'tment of farm culture and stock-breeding, it may
accurately be shown what are the best and most economical
methods to be adopted in every branch of agriculture. In this
way agriculture assvmies the dignity of a science ; and from the
learning, thought, and spirit of investigation and experiment
applied to this science we may reasonably hope for continual
improvements in the methods and processes of farm and stock
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cultnre. From the reports of tlie reyiilts of the experiments
made upon the farm, which are published from time to time, not
only the students of the college are instructed in an important
department of labor, but the information gained may be brought
to the attention of every farmer in the state, and can be made
of incalculable advantage in building up and giving new life to
our long too much neglected farming interests. It is presumed
that a full and detailed report of the year's work and improve-
ments upon the farm will be submitted to 3^our board by the
superintendent, and therefore Ave make only these general re-
marks and observations upon those matters.
We would suggest to the trustees that a small expenditure of
money and lal)or upon Culver Hall and Conant Hall and the sur-
rounding grounds would greatly add to their attractiveness and
beauty ; and especially would we mention the desirability of a
neat and tasteful fence around the grounds surrounding Conant
Hall.
In concluding this report, we earnestly wish to impress upou
all citizens of the state the importance and usefulness of the
work being done at the college and the farm, that they may feel
that pride and interest in the institution which it surely merits,
and that they may give it such generous support and patronage





REPORT OF FARM SUPERINTENDENT.
To the Trustees of the New Hampshire College ofAgriculture and
the Mechanic Arts
:
Gentlemen : I respectfully submit the following report of
farm operations from September 1, 1882, to April 1, 1883 :
The unexpected resignation of Hon. J, W. Sanborn, farm
superintendent, last August, was the cause of your selection of
myself to take charge of the college farm temporarily. The
intervening months have been such as to leave little of regular
farm work to be done, except the harvesting of the crops, and
the care of the stock through the winter.
At the time of assuming charge, a new barn, built by Mr. San-
born from the revenues of the farm, was in an unfinished condi-
tion, and a considerable expenditure of time and money was
necessary to complete it. The new house was at that time
being built by contract, and required constant supervision. It
was also necessary to do a large amount of grading, and to i)ro-
vide for other things not included in the contract.
These things, and my regular duties as an instructor, have
made it impossible for me to carry ou any extended farm exper-
iments. Under ni}' direction, however, a few experiments in
feeding, a record of which is appended, have been carried on by
Mr. Charles M. Woodward, of the graduating class.
During the fall months a considerable amount of work was
done by students of the college. The amount paid them for
labor since September 1 amounts to $165.83.
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The principal crops harvested after Sei)tember 1 were 135
bushels of beans, 80 bushels of onions, and 2,300 bushels of
ears of corn.
The teams, beside doing the work of the farm, the grading
for the new house, and numerous small jobs, have drawn and
delivered 150 cords of wood, most of it being hauled a distance
of nearly Ave miles.
In making the present annual appraisal of personal property,
it has been deemed best to value stock, tools, etc., at what they
would actually bring if offered for sale to-day. The hay-scales,
valued in previous inventories at $100, have been omitted from
the present appraisal as not being strictly personal property.
Although the appraisal has been considerably reduced by these
means, it is thought the result will be in the end more satis-
factory.
The excess of liabilities over dues has been occasioned by the
purchase of young stock in the fall. This has proved a profit-
able investment, and stock amounting to more than $1,200 is
now on hand to be sold. After paying all debts, several hun-
dred dollars will remain to pay expenses during the summer.
The farm has many needs. In addition to new farm machin-
ery, some of which should be added each 3'ear, means should be
immediately adopted for utilizing the upper part of the large
barn. An inclined drive-way may be built into the second
story in its present position, or the barn may be moved into a
hollow near by, where there would be an opportunity to drive
into either end of the upper part. The first plan would un-
doubtedly be much the less expensive.
The present horse barn is rotten and dilapidated, being hardly
safe to shelter the valuable farm horses. A new structure
should be provided without delay.
An orchard should be started immediately, and some finishing
touches given to the new house. For example : cementing the
cellar, and putting in a reservoir cistern to be used in case of
fire.
With close management and profitable crops the farm might
pay for these improvements in a few years, as it is now on a
paying basis, but the farm should expend its surplus earnings
on experiments, and it would seem to be true economy for the
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state to put it in order immediately, so as to give it a chance to
expand its experimental work.
In conclusion, I may say that much credit for the smoothness
with which farm matters have gone forward is due to the effi-
ciency of the help employed. Two men, both practical farmers,




Hanovek, N. H., April 2, 1883.




Completing new barn, 17().5G
Repairing water-pipe, unused for three 3'ears, 15.00
New tools, 137.21
Ashes and other fertilizers on hand, 132.G4
Stock, 934.00
Cotton-seed meal, 163.26
Insurance for five years on new house and old buildings, 45.00
Interest on borrowed money, 38.73





6 pure blood Durham cows, a $75, $450.00
1 pure blood Durham cow, 70.00
1 Durham cow (lost use of bag), 25.00
3 pure blood Durhams— 1 young cow and 2 heifers
—
a $35, 105.00
4 grade cows, 140.00
6 four-year-old fat steers, weight 6,877 lbs., at 5^c, 378.24
13 three-year-old fat steers, weight 10,034 lbs., a 5^c, 542.85
1 Durham steer coming two years old, 30.00
2 pure blood Durham heifers coming two years old,
a $30, 60.00
7 yearling Durhams (4 heifers and 3 steers) a $18, 126.00
2 pure blood Durham heifer calves, a $25, 50.00
1 stunted yearling steer, 10.00
3 calves, 20.00
1 pure blood Durham bull, 100.00
1 pair brown oxen, 145.00
1 pair large red oxen, 190.00
10 yearling sheep, a $3.25, 32.50
11 ewes, a $5, 55.00
9 hogs, weight 1,183 lbs., a 7c (two thirds value), 55.20
2 horses, 400.00
11 tons hay, a $16, 176.00
8 tons hay, a $13, 104.00







2 bars and pick, 3.00
2 tons meal, 64.00
9 bags cotton seed, a $1.50, 13.50
6 measures, 1.50
3 lanterns, 2.00
4^ bushels salt, a 35c, 1.57
^ bushel poor beans, 1.00
3 bushels poor beans, 2.10
7^ bushels good beans, 33.20












200 lbs. paint, 2.00




2 barrels phosphate, a $44 per ton, 11.20
Tools, cards, and brushes, 7.00
Ox-cart and wheels, 2 sets, 62.00
6 rakes, .50
Thomas smoothing harrow, 12.00
Horse marker, 1.00

















Set pulleys and rope, 2.75
4 manure forks, 2.00
Post-hole digger, 3.00
2 wagon shoes, 1.00
Scythes and snaths, .50
Lead pipe, .25
Ox-sled, 1.00
2 two-horse sleds, 35.00
Tile, 9.00
Whittletrees and neck-yokes, 1.00
Sleigh, 35.00
Pung sleigh, 5.00
1 Concord wagon, 50.00
1 express wagon, 30.00
4 harnesses, 60.00
Halters and blankets, 5.00
Old sash, 1.00
Stove and brass kettle, 9.C5
Axes, 1.00
Robes, 12.00
2 lbs. onion seed, 2.50
Hay-knife, 1,00
Hand seed-sower, 2.00








Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts.
At the session of the legislature of New Hampshire in 1866,
an act was passed establishing the '• New Hampshire College of
Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts," on the basis of the con-
gressional land grant, and authorizing its location at Hanover,
and its connection with Dartmouth college.
In accordance with this act, the institution was organized
under a Board of Trustees appointed partly by the governor
and council and partly b}'^ the corporation of Dartmouth col-
lege, the authorized connection with Dartmouth college was
effected, and the institution is now in successful operation.
It is established upon a thorough English and scientific basis,
and its object is the "liberal and practical education of the
industrial classes in the several pursuits and professions in life."
In agriculture, the college aims to give, so far as can be taught
in a school, all that bears directly or indirectly upon the subject.
The text-book work is supplemented by courses of lectures deliv-
ered by practical farmers and specialists, upon subjects connect-
ed with agriculture ; also by the work and series of experimer\ts
carried on upon the college farm. Numerous elective studies
render the course well adapted to the wants of students who
desire a preparation for active life. One class of these elective
studies has reference to the higher mathematics, and their appli-
cation to the mechanic arts ; another class offers an extensive
course in chemistry, with reference to analysis of agricultural
products, assaying, and the general application of chemistry to
the arts.
The course of study extends tln-ough three years, with pro-
vision for a i)ost graduate course extending through an addi-
tional year.
FACULTY.
Rev. SAMUEL C. BARTLETT, D. D., LL. D., President.
BENJAMIN T. BLANPIED, A.M., Professor of Chemistry.
Rev. HENRY G. JESUP, A.M., Professor of Natural His-
tory.
CHARLES H. PETTEE, A.M., C. E., Professor of Mathe-
matics.
CLARENCE W. SCOTT, A. M., Professor of the English
Language and Literature.
SAURIN J. BLANPIED, A.M., Instructor in Elocution.
THOMAS WILSON DORR WORTIIEN, A.M., Listructor
in Mathematics.
CHARLES S. COOK, B. S., Listructor in Drnwing.
Hon. JOSEPH B. WALKER, A.M., Lecturer on L-rigation
and Drainage.
JAMES O. ADAMS, A.M., Lecturer on Stock Breeding and
Feeding.
W. H. HILLS, Esq., Lecturer on Fruit-Culture.
-, Superintendent of the College Farm.
GRADUATES OF THE CLASS OF 1881.
Names. Rssidences. TliesRs presented.
Edwin Tlionipson Aldrlch, Troy, N. H.,—Value of an Industrial Educa-
tion.
Henry Lyman Barnard, Troy, N. H.,—Farm Laws.
George Jordan Boardman, Lawrence, Mass.,—A Plea for Protection.
Edwin Franklin Bristol, Harwinton, Conn., — Education in Special
Branches.
Artemus Terald Burleigh, Franklin. N. H.,—Agricultural Experiment
Stations.
Frank Dana Ely, Cavendish, Vt., — Manufacturing Interests of New
Hampshire.
Sanford Eugene Einery, Proctorsville, Vt.,—A Plea for Free Trade.
Charles Herbert Hazen, Hartford, Vt.,—Public Libraries in Farming
Communities.
Frank Marston, Hartford, Vt.,—Change of Population in Agricultural
Districts.
William Augustus Megrath, Cavendish, Vt.,—The Choice of a Profes-
sion.
Fred Townsend Stanton, Strafford, N. H.,—Potable Waters.
Victor Hugo Stickney, Tyson Furnace, Vt.,—The Relation of Chemistry
to Medicine.
Samuel Austin Wallace, West Hartford, Vt. ,—Meteorology.
George Herbert Whitcher, Strafford, N. H.,—The Practical Value of
Soil Analysis.
Graduates of the Class of 1881, 14.
GRADUATES OF THE CLASS OF 1882.
Names. Residences. Theses presented.
Harvey Lincoln Boutwell, Hopkinton, X. H.,—American Producers and
the Fair Trade Theory.
Dana Justin Bugbee, North Ponifret, Vt. ,—The iNIarble Industry of
Vermont.
Robert Fletcher Burleigh, Franklin, N. II.,—Industrial Applications of
Chemistry.
La Forest John Carpenter, Surry, N. H.,—Ensilage.
Edwin Preston Dewey, Hanover, N. H.,— Early Chemical Arts.
George Andrew Loveland, Norwich, Vt.,—Changes in the People of
New England.
John Wright Mason, Hanover, N. H.,—The Destruction of American
Forests.
Harland Addison Nichols, Dei-ry N. H.,—The Study of Sanitary Science.
Frank Elmer Thompson, Stark, N. H.,—The Timber Manufactures of
New Hampshire.





























Franklin Falls, N. H.
Tunbridge, Vt.,













































Norris, Ziba Amherst, Lyme, N. H,
Thompson, Edwin Chapin, Lee, N. H.,




























West Swanzey, N. H.




































Resident Graduate, ...... 1
Senior Class, ........ 12
Middle Class, 12
Junior Class, ....... 19
Total 44
COURSES OF INSTRUCTION
ENGLISH, RHETORIC, AND ELOCUTION.
PRESCRIBED COURSES.
Junior Year.
1. Elocution. Twenty exercises.
"2. Themes in History. Fifteen exercises. Included in History 3.
Middle Year.
3. Elocution. Tiventy exercises-
4. English Language (Lounsbury). Themes. Twenty-six hours.
5. Rhetoric (Hill). Themes. Thirty hours.
Senior Year.
6. Elocution. Twenty exercises.
7. English Literature (Shaw). Fifty-Jive hours.
Forensics before the College.
ELECTIVE COURSES.
Senior Year.
8. English Literature (Taine). Twenty-four hours
.
Course 8 is elective with Chemistry 6 and Mathematics 12.
9. American Literature. Forty hours.
Two studies are electedfrom Course 9- -^gr. 9 and 10, Chem. 6,




1. Laws of Business (Parsons). Thirtyfive hours.
Senior Year.
2. Political Economy. Forty hours.




4. International Law (Woolsey). TJiirfy-eifiM hours.




1. Histon' of Greece (Smith). Thirty hours.
2. History of Rome (Leighton). Thirty hours,
3. Modern History (Thalheimer) . Fifty hours.
ELECTIVE COURSE.
Senior Year.
4. Political History ol the United States. Thirty-eight hours.




1. Book-keeping (Bryant and Stratton). Twenty hours.
2. Free Drawing (Chapman). Fifty hours.
Middle Year.
3. ]\Iechanical Drawing. Twenty-two hours.
Course 3 is open only to .students of the Mechanic Arts Courses.
MATHEMATICS, PURE AND APPLIED.
PRESCRIBED COURSES.
Junior Year.
1. Algebra (Qniniby). Seventy-Jive hours.
2. Plane and Solid Geometry (Olney). Ninety hours.
3. Plane and Spherical Trigonometry (Olney). Fifty hours.
MiDULK Year.
4. Surveying (Murray). Twenty-seven hours.
5. Surveying. Field Work. Twenty-three exercises (four hours each).
6. Elementary Mechanics (Wood). Fifty hours.
ELECTIVE COURSES.
Middle Year.
7. Theory of Ecjuations. Thirty-six hours.
Course 7 is elective with Natural History 8.
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8. Descriptive Geometry (Church). Sixti/ Jiours.
9. Mechanism (Goodeve). Twenty hours.
Senior Year.
10. General Geometry (Olney) . Thirty-eight hours.
11. Workshop Appliances (Shelley) . Twenty hours.
12. General Geometry and Calculus (Olney). Forty-four hours.
Coiirses 8-12 are open only to students of the Mechanic Arts
Courses.
13. Roads, Streets, and Pavements (Gilmore). Twenty-Jive hours.
14. Bridge Construction. Fifteen hours.




1. Elementary Physics (Stewart). Sixty-five hours.
Senior Year.
2. Lectures on Physics. Twenty hours.




1. Inorganic Chemistry. Fifty-seven hours.
2. Organic Chemistry. Recitations and Laboratory Work. Forty
exercises.
3. Analytical Chemistry. (Qualitative Analysis. Laboratory Work.
Thirty-five exercises (two hours each).
Senior Year.
4. Analytical Chemistry. (Qualitative Analysis. Laboratory Work.
Twenty-three exercises (two hours each).
ELECTIVE COURSES.
5. Analytical Chemistry. Quantitative Analysis. Laboratory Work.
Thirty-eight exercises (two hours each).
Two studies are elected from Coarse 5, Political Science. 4, His-
tory 4, and Mathematics 10.
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6. Analytical Chemistry. Quantitative Analysis of Soils, Fertilizers,
etc. Laboratory Work. Twenty-four exercises (two hours each).
Course 6 is elective with English 8 and Mathematics 12.
7. Analytical Chemistry. Quantitative Analysis. Assay of ores. Lab-
oratory Work. Forty exercises (two hours each).




1. Physiology (Hutchson). Twenty-six hours.
2. Zoology (Orton). Fifty-four h')urs.
3. Botany (Gray). Lessons and Manual. Field Work. Fifty ex-
ercises.
Middle Year.
4. Sanitary Science. Twenty hours.
Course 4 is classified here for convenience.
Senior Year.
5. Geology (Le Conte). Fifty hours.
6. Mineralogy. Laboratory Work. Thirty exercises (two hours each),
7. Meteorology (Loomis). Thirty hours.
ELECTIVE COURSES.
Middle Year.
8. Structural Botany (Thome). Thirty-six hours.
Course 8 is elective ivith Mathematics 7,
9. Insects Injurious to the Farm (Treat). Thirty hours.
Course 9 is elective with Draiving 3-
AGRICULTURE.
PRESCRIBED COURSES.
See also Chemistry and Natural History.
Junior Year.
1. History of Agriculture. Sixteen hours.
Middle Year.
2. Agriculture. Lectures. Ten hours.
3. Fruit Culture. Lectures. Ten hours.
4. Drainage and Irrigation. Lectures. Ten hours,
5. Forestry (Hough). Twenty hows.
6. How Crops Feed (Johnson). Twenty-four hours.
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Senior Yeah.
7. Stock Ffedino; and Breeding. Lectures. Twenty hours.
8. Agricultural Clicniistrv. Lectures. Twenty hours.




1). American Dairying (ArnoM). Twenty hours.
10. Farm Management. Lectures. Twenty hours.
Two studies are elected from Courses 9 and 10, Mathematics 13
and 14, Enylisli 0, and Chemistry 7
.
Additional Lectures on various svibjects connected with Agriculture.
A Biblical exercise, for all the classes, is attended on Sunday after-
nuons.
Agricultural Lecture Course.—Owing to the vacancy caused by
the resignation of the Superintendent of the Farm, the College will not
be able to offer in the coming year a course consistmg entirely of lectures.
Special students will, however, be received, as in the past year, for the
four weeks at the beginning of the second term. The courses will con-
sist, with some modifications, of Courses in Agriculture 1, ;i, 4, :>, 7,
and S.
Examinations.—There will be an examination whenever a subject is
completed, and at the end of each term. All examinations will be writ-
ten, excepting those at the end of the year, which will be oral, and in the
presence of a Committee appointed by the Faculty.
m
ORDER OF STUDIES
Tlie morning exercise takes place on Tiuisdays, Wednesdays, Tlmrs-
days, Fi'idays, and Saturdays, from 8 :10 a. m. to !) a. m. The forenoon
exercise takes place on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays.
Fridays, and Saturdays, Ironi 11 a. m. to 12 i\i. The afternoon exercise
takes place on INIondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, from o p. m.
to 6 P. M.
Note. In the accompanying schenip of the Oi'der of Stuilies, coiii-ses aro phiced at
the hour and in the order of their occurrence, with elective courses In brackets.
JUNIOR YEAR.
FIRST TERM.
Morning. Book-Keeping (Book-Keeping 1).
Greek History; Roman History (History 1 and 2).
Forenoon. Algebra; Geometry (Mathematics 1 and part i>t'2).
Afternoon. Physiology; Zoology (Natural History 1 au(] i)art of 2).
SECOND ter:\i.
Morning. Modern History (History o).
Forenoon. Geometry (Mathematics 2) .
Afternoon. Agriculture (Agriculture 1).
Zoology; Botany (Nat. Hist. 2 finished, and '^ Ix-uim.)
THIRD TERM.
Morning. Drawing (Drawing 2).
Forenoon. Geometry; Trigonometry (Math. 2, finislied. and ;">).
Afternoon. Botany (Natural History o, finished).
MIDDLE YEAR.
FIRST TERM.
Morning. Surveying; Mechanics (Mathematics 4 anil (i).
T, S Botany (Nat. Hist. 8). ) fu . rr^\ ^\Forenoon. < rr^, ' \. ,, ,• /i\/r„i.i, -\ > ( liemistrv (Cliem. 1).
I
1 heoryoi Ecpiations (Math. / ). ^ • ^
49
Afterxoon. Surveying (Mathematics 5)
.
( Entomology (Nat. Hist. 9). Agriculture (Agr. 2).








Fruit Culture; Drainage (Agriculture 3 and 4).
Mechanism (Mathematics 9).
Sanitary Science (Nat. Hist. 4). Physics (Phys. 1).
Chemistry (Chem. 2). English Language (Eng. 4).
j
Forestry; How Crops Feed (Agriculture 5 and 6).
( Descriptive Geometry (Mathematics 8, finished).
THIRD TERM.
Physics (Physics 1, finished).
Rhetoric (English 5). Chemistry (Chemistry 3).














Geology ; Mineralogy (Natural History 5 and 6).
r History (History 4).
English Literature (Eng. 7). < Law (Polit. Sci. 4).
Chemistry (Chem. 4). | Mathematics (Math. 10)
(^Chemistry (Chem. 4).
SECOND TERM.
Stock (Agriculture 7). 1
Workshop (Math. 11). |
Meteorology (Nat. H,s. 7).
Constitutional Law; Polit. Econ. (Polit. Sci. 2 and 3).
Agricultural Chemistry (Agr. 8). Chemistry (Chem. 8).
Agi-icultural Chemistry (Agr. 8). Eng. Lit. (Eng. 8).




Dairy ; ^lanagement (Agr. 9 and 10).
Polit. Econ.
I Roads; Bridges (Math. 13 and 14).
Chemistry (Chemistry 7).
l^ American Literature (Eng. 9).
(Polit. Sci. .3). ^ r-
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PRIZES.
I. The Smyth Prizes. Hon. Frederick Smyth, of Manchester,
N. H., ofl'ers two prizes to the Senior and Middle classes—one oi twenty
and the other of ten dollars—for the best Essays on subjects connected
with Agriculture or the Mechanic Arts ; also three prizes—one oi twenty,
one oififteen, and one of ten dollars—for excellence in Oratory, open to
the upper classes ; also two prizes—one oififteen and one of ten dollars
—to the Junior class for Reading.
II. Jesup Prizes. Professor Jesup offers to the class in Botany two
prizes, amounting to twenty dollars, for the best two Ilei'bariunis.
III. Alumni Prizes. The Alumni Association offers two prizes to
the Senior class—one oi fifteen, the other of ten, dollars—for the best
essays upon some subject connected with Political Economy.
DEGREE.
The Degree of Bachelor of Science will be conferred upon those who
complete the entire course, and pass the final examination. Each candi-
date for a degree must prepare a thesis on some subject relating to Agri-
culture or to the Mechanic Arts.
BUILDINGS, APPARATUS. AND FAPvM.
Culver Hall.— Culver Hall is a brick building, four stories in
height, and contains a large chemical laboratory, recitation and lecture
rooms, and rooms for the various museimis and cabinets.
CoNANT Hall.—Conant Hall, also of brick, contains on the ground
floor and in the rear extension a large boarding establishment.- The
three upper stories are devoted to rooms for students. There is a
smaller building near it called Allen Hall, in which, also, are rooms for
students.
State Museu.m.—A state museum of Cieneral and Applied Science
has been established. The specimens accruing from the state geological
survey have been devoted to this institution by the k^gislature. Various
contributions have also been made by persons interested in this object,
and others are solicited.
Chemical Laboratory.^—The Chemical Laboratory is commodious,
well lighted and ventilated, and is furnished with appliances for instruc-
tion in General, Analytical, and Agricultural Chemistry.
Library.—The Library belonging to tiiis institution contains about
two thousand volumes, chiefly of valuable scientific works. The students
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have access to the library of Dartmouth College upon the same terms as
the students of that institution.
IxsTKUMENTS AND APPARATUS.—The College is provided with ap-
proved instruments for practical surveying, and with apparatus for illus-
tration. The students have, also, the benefit of the Observatoi-y and the
valuable philosophical apparatus belonging to Dartmouth Colleo-e, and
attend the lectures upon Physics.
State Fahm.—The farm, consisting of SGO acres of valuable land in
the immediate vicinity of Culver Hall, was presented by the late lion.
John Conant, of JafFrey. It is in a high state ot cultivation, is well
suited for the purposes of agricultural experiment, and is provided with
new and model farm buildings. It also furnishes opportunity to the stu-
dents for remunerative labor.
PECUNIARY AID AND EXPENSES.
Pecuniary Aid.—Thirty-four scholarships, twelve for the state and
twenty-two for Cheshire county, will furnish the tuition for an equal num-
ber of students. Assistance can be given to a limited number of young
men who intend making agriculture their profession.
Monitorships, janitorships, work on the farm, etc., furnish additional
assistance to a limited extent.
EXPENSES.
Tuition, $30.00 $30.00
Room rent 10.00 to 20.00
Board, from $2.75 to $3 per week, for 38 weeks, . 104.50 to 114.00
Fuel and lights, 7.00 to 10.00
$151.50 $174.00
Room rent, fuel, and lights are estimated on the supposition that two
students occupy the same room.
With the advantages of scholarship aid, necessary expenses, exclusive
of clothing, will not exceed one hundred and thirty dollars a year, and
with economy this sum may be reduced to one hundred dollars.
Incidental expenses, such as books and stationery, furniture, expenses
in societies, travelling expenses, etc., vary according to circumstances
and the character and habits of the individual.
L^For iiirther information, address President Baktlett, or Professor
B. T. Bi-ANPiEi), Hanover, N. II.
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SMYTH PRIZES.
PRIZES AWARDED IN 1881.
SMYTH PIUZES—ESSAYS.
1st. George II. Whitcher. 2d. Henry L. Barnard.
SMYTH PRIZES—ELOCUTION.
1st. Victor H. Stickney. 2d. George J. Boardman.
SMYTH PRIZES—READING.
1st. Chai'les M. Woodward. 2d. Frank L. Bigelow.
JESUP PRIZES.
1st. Adams C. French.
PRIZES AWARDED IN 1882.
SMYTH PRIZES ESSAYS.
1st. Edwin p. Dewey. 2d. Harry L. Boutwell.
SMYTH PRIZES—ELOCUTION.
1st. Adams C. French. 2d. Frank L. Bigelow.
3d. Edwin P. Dewey.
SMYTH PRIZES—READING.
1st. Herbert H. Kimball. 2d. William S. Adams.
JESUP PRIZES
Ernest S. Comings. C Herbert N. Kimball.
2d. )
James B. Wallace. (^Geoi-ge M. Moore.
PRIZES AWARDED IN 1883.
SMYTH PRIZES—ELOCUTION,
1st. Frank L. Bigelow. 2d. Charles M. Woodward,
od. Adams C. French.
[SMYTH PRIZES—READING.
1st. Walter E. Angier. 2d. George M. ]\Iullins.
Note. The remaining prizes will be awarded in June.
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS.
BY PROF. B. T. BLANPIED.
The work in both ph^'sics and chemistry is made as practical
as possible. Where there are experiments to be performed, in
most cases the instructor gives the class into the hands of one
of its members, whose duty it is to prepare, perform, and ex-
plain the experiment before the class, the instructor of course
being present. The class can ask any questions relating to the
subject of the one who has it (the class) in charge.
The members of the class are taken in alphabetical order, and
the instructor is in the recitation-room an hour before recitation
time, to show the one whose turn it is to take charge of the
class how to prepare the experiments.
The object of this method is to familiarize each student, prac-
tically, with physical and chemical appai'atus, and, what is more
important, to teach him reliance on himself.
The work in the laboratory in practical chemistry is, first, a
course in qualitative analysis, in which the student is taught to
answer the question, Of what is this substance composed? This
is followed by a course in quantitative analysis, in which he is
to answer liow much of each of these elements is in the sub-
stance.
In quantitative work the senior class have had the analysis of
soils, fertilizers, and farm products. Of the latter, they have
analyzed hay, straw, corn-meal, cotton-seed meal, and milk.
For qualitative work the laboratory is well fitted, but for
quantitative work we need about two hundred and fifty dollars'
worth of apparatus, in order that we may do our work to the
best advantage. We need about the same amount, two hundred
and fifty dollars, for physical apparatus.

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL HISTORY.
BY PROF. HENKY G. JESUP.
In the department of Natural History the usual courses have
been given in physiology, zoology, entomology (insects injuri-
ous to vegetation), and botany; and, as a new feature, there
has been added the subject of forestry, or the value, uses, and
care of our forests. All of these topics, touching so closely as
they do upon matters connected with every-day life, have elicit-
ed an increased interest and appreciation on the part of the stu-
dents. For their successful prosecution, however, and because
of their practical nature, a much larger amount of material for
illustration is needed than the college now furnishes, and the
instructor is obliged to expend each year no inconsiderable sum
for what to him seems absolutely necessary. Ph3'siology and
zoology require the use of charts and diagrams, and a series of
prepared specimens, including a few skeletons of our common
animals. Entomology needs a collection of the insects that
injure our crops and our forests. Botany and forestr\^ should
be represented by a full set of the plants of New England, at
least, as well as by specimens of all of our timber trees. Of all
these helps to study and instruction there is but a meagre sup-
ply, while the great advantage derived from what is now avail-
able strongly emphasizes the need of more.
An admirable beginning has been made for a collection of the
woods and plants of this state and region, which, it is hoped,
can be completed, until the text-book and the objects therein
described can be studied, as they should be, side by side. The
botanical collections of the students, exhibited during com-
mencement week, testify to their skill and faithfulness. The
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field work done uniformly exceeds the amount required. For
their further aid and interest, a catalogue of the Flora and
Fauna of the region within thirty miles' radius of the college has
been issued. It is a pamphlet of seventy-four pages, to which
the students have contributed, and which they will doubtless aid
to complete.
A very considerable sum. as will readily be seen, might be
expended in ways that would be of immediate benefit in so ex-
tensive a department : but the appropriation of even S200 or S250
would supply many urgent wants, especially in botany, zoology,
and forestrv.
LIBRARY OF THE COLLEGE.
BT PROF. C. "«•. SCOTT.
The library of the college, includino; a small society library,
contains about 2.000 volumes. Some of these books are valuable,
but many are old and of little value. So far as literary and sci-
entific works in general are concerned, it is not advisable to ex-
pend money for new books, since the students have the use of
the large and valuable library of Dartmouth college. That
library, the result of the growth of a hundred years, has been
selected with reference to the wants of students, and is being
increased by an annual expenditure of from one to two thousand
dollars. But that library is almost destitute of works on agri-
culture. Hence, in that direction, this college must depend up-
on itself.
The distinctively agricultural part of the library consists at
present of 330 volumes, nearly half of which are reports of the
United States and the individual states. For several years
no money has been expended for new books, and those added
have been mostly volumes which are furnished gratuitously.
This condition of the library is injurious to the cause of agri-
cultural education. To make this education successful, the in-
structor needs everything that can add interest to the subject,
and arouse enthusiasm in the mind of the student. The use of
the best and freshest books, and the work of the class-room,
should go together.
When a student in this college is told that he can select from
50,000 volumes, but that only 300 of them treat of agriculture,
he is likely to think sericulture an insignificant science.
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Several hundred dollars can be judiciously expended for new
books, but a yearly expenditure of from one hundred to two
hundred dollars will cause a most marked improvement.
The friends of the college can greatly aid in this direction by
furnishing missing volumes of the state reports.
The following reports are in the library :
New Hampshire.
Vermont, vols. 2, 5-7.
Maine, 1857-1867, 1869, 1874, 1876, 1881.
Massachusetts, 1853-1875, 1877.






EXPERIMENTAL WORK BY STUDENTS.
Experiment No. 1.—Feeding Stock.
The following experiment was tried for the purpose of deter-
mining the relative values of cotton-seed meal and cob meal when
fed with oat straw :
Two lots of steers were weighed, each lot containing two
2-year-old steers. Lot 1 weighed, January 9, 1,359 lbs. ; feed,
cob meal and straw.
Lot 2 weighed, January 9, 1,377 lbs. ; feed, cotton-seed meal
and straw.
Lot 1 gained in 30 days, 53 lbs.
Lot 2 gained in 30 days, 45 lbs.
Lot 1 ate in 30 days, 320 lbs. cob meal.
Lot 1 ate in 30 days, 675 lbs. straw.
Lot 2 ate in 30 days, 258 lbs. cotton-seed meal.
Lot 2 ate in 30 da3's, 675 lbs. straw.
Value of food eaten by lot 1, S7.48.
Value of food eaten by lot 2, $6.49.
Straw estimated at $7 per ton.
Meal estimated at $32 per ton for each kind.
Gain of lot 1 more than lot 2, 8 lbs.
Cost of keeping lot 1 more than lot 2, 99 cents.
CHANGE OF FOOD.
Lot 1 on food of Jot 2, and lot 2 on food of lot 1.
Lot 1 gained in 30 days, \2'2 lbs.
Lot 2 gained in 30 days, 72 lbs.
Lot 1 ate 300 lbs. cotton-seed meal, 700 lbs. straw.
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Lot 2 ate 390 lbs. cob meal, 700 lbs. straw.
Value of food eaten by lot 1, $7.25.
Value of food eaten by lot 2, $8.69.
Cost of food for lot 2 more than lot 1, $1.44.
Gain of lot 1 more than lot 2, 50 lbs.
Gain with cob meal in 60 days, 125 lbs.
Gain with cotton-seed meal in 60 days, 167 lbs.
Value of cob meal and straw eaten, $16.17,
Value of cotton-seed meal and straw eaten, $13.74.
Excess of gain with cotton-seed meal and straw, 42 lbs.
Less cost of keeping with cotton-seed meal and straw, $2.43.
Average cost of keeping per day, for 60 days, with cob meal
and straw, each steer, 13^ cents.
"With cotton-seed meal and straw, each steer, 11^ cents.
In this experiment the steers differed considerably in size. A
large one and a small one were put into each lot, and were fed
alike on the meal. It was found that the gain was nearly all
made on the smaller steers, showing that the larger ones needed
more feed to make a corresponding gain.
It was found by trial that an animal will drink about fifty
pounds of water. So it can be readil}" seen that it would affect
an experiment if he drank but little the day before he was
weighed, or vice versa.
In these experiments the steers were weighed each time before
they drank.
One experiment settles nothing, and I have made this for the
purpose of learning how to conduct similar experiments, and not
to establish an}'^ theory.
Experiment No. 2.
This experiment was to find out the value of cotton-seed meal
mixed with cob meal in equal quantities, compared with cob
meal alone, when fed with hay.
Preparatory to making the experiment, two lots of steers
were weighed, each lot containing one 3-3^ear-old and one 2-
year-old.
These were fed for seven days the same as during the experi-
ment, so that they might become accustomed to the feed before
beginning the experiment.
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Lot 1 weighed, February 8, 1,837 lbs.
Lot 2 weighed, February 8, 1,895 lbs.
Lot 1 gained in succeeding 15 days, 6 lbs.
Lot 2 gained in succeeding 15 days, 27 lbs.
Lot 1 ate 90 lbs. cottou-seed meal and 90 lbs. cob meal.
Lot 1 ate 535 lbs. hay.
Lot 2 ate 240 lbs. cob meal and 525 lbs. hay.
Value of food eaten, lot 1, $G.89.
Value of food eaten, lot 2, $7.77.
Hay estimated at $15, meal at $32, per ton, each kind.
Cost of keeping lot 2 above that of lot 1, 88 cents.
Gain of lot 2 above that of lot 1, 21 lbs.
CHANGE OF FOOD, FEBRUARY 23.
Lot 1 on food of lot 5, and lot 2 on food of lot 1.
Lot 1 gained in succeeding 15 days, 86 lbs.
Lot 2 gained in succeeding 15 days, 56 lbs.
Lot 1 ate 240 lbs. cob meal and 515 lbs. hay.
Lot 2 ate 180 lbs. cotton-seed and cob meal mixed, and 535
lbs. hay.
Value of food eaten, lot 1, $7.70.
Value of food eaten, lot 2, $6.89.
Gain of lot 1 above that of lot 2, 30 lbs.
Cost of keeping lot 1 above that of lot 2, 81 cents.
Gain with cotton-seed meal and cob meal in 30 days, 62 lbs.
Gain with cob meal alone in 30 days, 113 lbs.
Value of cotton-seed meal and cob meal and hay eaten,
$15.47.
Value of cob meal and hay eaten, $13.78.
Excess of gain with cob meal and hay, 51 lbs.
Excess of cost with cob meal and hay, $1.69.
Average cost of keeping per day, for 30 days, with cottou-
seed meal and cob meal mixed, and hay, '2o^ cents.
With cob meal alone aud hay, 23 cents.
A more satisfactor}^ conclusion could be drawn if the steers
had been fed for a longer period.
CM. WOODWARD.
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in Gen-
eral Court convened
:
The report of tlie trustees of the State Normal School is re-
spectfully submitted.
Your committee close, this month, their fourth 3^ear of con-
tinuous service. It seems fitting that they should state some-
what in detail the work they have attempted and the results
attained.
We found the school in a crippled condition. The buildings,
especially the boarding-house, needed repairs ; the library was
well-nigh worthless ; there were but two pupils connected with
the school ; the old corps of teachers, with a single exception,
had resigned ; the course of study covered but thirty weeks ;
and, worst of all, the public was indifferent or hostile to the
school.
We had, as alternatives, either to popularize the school, or
restrict it to the strictly professional and scientific character
assumed in its name. The first meant the establishment of an
English academy, supported by the state, in which those who
chose might gain a smattering of methods. We thought this
course dishonest, for it was plainly unfair to the academies, and
fi perversion of the conditions under which the normal school
was established. We could have crowded our school by adver-
tising free tuition, low rates of board and academic work, espe-
cially if we promised a diploma declaring that graduates of such
a course of study were fitted to teach—a statement which, in
our opinion, would not be accurate in fact or true in effect. We
deliberately chose the other course, as we were in honor bound
to do. We advertised that the school would be held sharply to
pi'ofessioual work, aud so invited those oaily who intended to fit
themselves to teach ; not those who desired to be educated at
public expense. We expected a small attendance, but some-
what larger than we have had. We knew that such a plan of
work would be misunderstood ; that the paucity of numbers
would attract unfavorable comment ; but we had and still have
confidence that New Hampshire wanted the best or nothing.
You have the ])est, and to its work we hope your honorable body
will give special attention, that its merits may become widely
known throughout the state. In furtherance of this plan the
board lengthened the school year from thirty to forty weeks
;
purchased a reasonable supply of reference books ; fixed the en-
tire expense of attendance at $146 a year so as to bring the
school within reach of the poor ; limited the instruction to the
branches taught in a full, ungraded school ; and established a
school of practice in which each candidate for a diploma must
teach children twenty weeks under the eye of a critic teacher.
We decided upon our plan after studying the needs of the
state. What is our great need? Better methods in primary
work. Our district schools are now for the most part primary
in grade. But a handful of pupils have reached sixteen. This
is an old story, but it must be repeated until New Hampshire
takes in its full meaning. Each census tells anew the story of
growing cities and villages, and a diminishing agricultural popu-
lation. Our fathers and mothers attended school regularly un-
til they were adults, and often for years after. Our children
attend regularly until they are fifteen ; after that, irregularly,
or not at all. Then, it did not matter if the master or mistress
taught over the heads of the children, for each winter's work
was substantially a review of the last, and the time came when
the puzzles in arithmetic and algebra and the mazes of parsing
were solved or straightened. The key to the success of the old
school was largely in this,—that the teachers had unlimited time.
Given the grand old Anglo-Saxon stock of New Hampshire,
time, and an enthusiastic teacher, and good results would be
reached by any method.
But that day has passed, we fear, forever. The .young men
of our colleges and academies have, for the most part, left
teaching, to the great loss of the state. Their places are, as
a general thing, occupied by young ladies from the local or high
schools. They know something of books, but next to nothing
of things, and have, in most cases, but slight claim to the qual-
ity of leadership. Perhaps they could accomplish a fair pro-
portion of what we exi)eet from them in our day if they had the
time of tlie old scliool ; but tliis is denied them. Upon their
young shoulders, willing, but untrained to such burdens, is
placed the heavy task which their fathers never Httem})ted, of
teaching children from five to sixteen so that every step of the
work shall l)e comprehended ; for the boy of sixteen must be
master of the work as far as he goes, because in most cases
there are no winters before him in which to take up " dropped
stitches." But the teacher must first master her own work.
What is meant by this mastery? It means an acquaintance with
facts and their development, or principles. Facts must be
taught first in their completeness, that perfect parts may be pre-
pared ; then in their relations, that perfect wholes may be gained.
This perfect whole is a principle.
As to the former work,—the teaching of facts. We find the
jnipils who come to the normal school very deficient in their ac-
quaintance with facts, although about one half are graduates of
high schools and academies, and the greater part of the remain-
der have attended such schools for a considerable time. This
is not strange. At thirteen, in many cases, they were flounder-
ing along in Commercial Arithmetic, struggling to master the
somewhat intricate rule for computing interest on a note given
in New Hampshire, on which partial payments had been made ;
at twelve they were grappling with Mathematical Geography ;
and at eleven were reading, in the Sixth Reader, the generaliza-
tions of the wise men of all ages upon various ethical and polit-
ical questions. So they learned words without seeing distinct
pictures, actions, or relations behind tliem. Most of the force-
ful words in our language are metaphors, or words used with a
secondary meaning. How can one use them intelligently unless
the first meaning is distinctly seen ? This ignorance of facts not
only affects the language, but restricts the power of the teacher.
A child is not interested in a few bones until he has seen the
whole skeleton. The mind always works from the whole to the
part. We have been painfully impressed by the ragged knowl-
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edge of many teachers, feeliug that uo perfect wholes could be
created out of such broken parts as they could set before their
pupils.
We have therefore insisted that tlie pupils of the normal
school be kept at work upon facts until tliey liave found how
large a thing a fact is. We feel confident that they will go
from the school to teach things before forms of words.
The men of our state say that the average child of fifteen
should be capable of giving orally or in writing the substance
of (for example) Irving's Sketch Book, in idiomatic English
;
that he should understand all the commercial forms used in any
ordinary business, and be able to solve the problems that arise
in it ; that he should have such an acquaintance with the ele-
ments of science that he can enjoy nature, and of geography
that he can understand the location and distribution of the min-
eral wealth and animal and vegetable life of the world. He
should know history, too, that he may have the thread to lead
him out of those mazes in language and current events in which
he would otherwise be hopelessly bewildered. We thought such
a demand reasonable, and so we have limited the course of
study of the normal school to those branches which are taught
in any full district school. We have been determined that the
graduates of our school should be so carefulh' drilled in the ele-
mentary branches that they should leave them with a respect
for the difficulties and a faith in the possibilities of these
homely studies. The pupils of the normal school have been
led to see that geography is not a jumble of facts, but the sum-
marization of the sciences, and that to teach it thoroughly one
must know the elements of all the sciences ; that the humble
primary arithmetic contains the most subtle of all the sciences,
the science of number, and that bound u}) with this science is
the peo))le's text-book of logic, viz., commercial arithmetic and
mensuration ; that history is at once the eye through which the
soul projects itself into futurity, and the cord which binds a
nation to its past ; that each half neglected piece of poetry or
prose (though often the subject of parody or burlesque) that
has survived a hundred years contains designs and figures more
beautiful than ever could be traced in the rarest lace.
In this age, when schools have so widened their curricula that
they are of necessity elective, we take pride in pointing to one
school which is impatient, not for a wider course, but for more
time to study the three Rs.
In this way much of the time for a year and a half is spent,
—
spent as Agassiz and all true teachers have led pupils to spend
their time,—in seeing all there is to be seen within a given small
area.
Even the miserable pessimism which, since the war, has so bit-
terly assailed educational institutions, has always conceded that
normal schools should be supported, if for no other reason, that
they have dignified and honored the elementary branches.
But it is not sufficient that the teacher have a mastery of in-
dependent facts : he must know them in their relations. He
must see each subject as a whole as well as in detail ; otherwise
he would be like a builder who could not, after a careful study
of a plan, review it in his mind, and so stereotype its main feat-
ures, and work from this, referring to his plan only for details
of measurement and finish. But months of patient labor must
be given by the pupil in the normal school before this mastery
of the three Rs is gained. It is to this work that lawyers refer
when they say that the good lawyer knows principles, the poor
lawyer, onl}^ cases. So the normal school says that the teacher
who knows only facts is a poor teacher ; he should know as well
facts in their relations—principles.
To summarize the work of the first three terms : Facts are
taught thoroughly ; then these facts are considered in their rela-
tions, the pupil tracing the relationship. We want this inven-
tional work in every school in New Hampshire, for it is the op-
posite of cramming. If the work of the imagination is to con-
struct perfect wholes out of perfect parts, then any teaching
which fails to teach the relation of parts, fails to develop the
imagination, and, as teaching, is worthless.
But it is not enough to teach in a normal school the subject-
matter and its development. The pupil must do this under crit-
icism. We have established a training-school consisting of
ninety children. The senior or A class teach in this training
school for the last twenty weeks of their course under the super-
vision of a critic teacher. The critic teacher meets these pupil-
teachers each evening, and plans with them the work of the sue-
ceeding day, and requires a history of the work of the day just
passed : she also calls attention to what she has noticed in their
work. All this is made the subject of criticism. This is
repeated daily for twenty weeks, until the pupil is compelled to
see why she follows a certain method, and why she avoids any
other. The critic teacher instructs this class in the elements of
psychology ; for, just so surely as there is a logical develop-
ment of each studv, so there is an order in the development of
child mind. We find among untrained teachers a woful lack
here. They ignore the order in which God has ordained that
most minds shall be developed. Do they not ignore, for exam-
ple, that fundamental law that all knowledge comes to us pri-
marih' through the senses ? And do they not talk about things,
rather than lead the children to see things ? Do they not teach
forms rather than realities ; and this, too, with all the infinitude
of the richness of nature scattered about them ?
As we have watched this work in its completeness, we have
wondered that the school has not been thronged. There are
reasons for this. We will indicate a few of them. First, teach-
ers are selected with reference to their acquaintance with subject-
matter alone. We know that a teacher has mental grasp who
can perform any problem in Wentworth's Arithmetic at sight
;
but do we know that she can teach long division, or keep a child
from hopelessly confusing cent and per cent. 9 There are steps
in long division, and every child must take each step ; some
very rapidly, perhaps unconsciously, but just the same the steps
must be taken, and one at a time.
In examining a teacher, how many questions are asked, to test
her acquaintance with the development of geography ? Suppose
answers to the following were required by a committee : Develop
your plan of teaching a continent ; outline your plan of teaching
the story of the great Rebellion.
This knowledge of ])lans has a cash value, and in this way :
The teacher who knows the development of any suliject is inde-
pendent of text-books. All good ones are alike to her, and she
makes them alike to the children. She does not want uniformity
of books ; in fact, she detests it. She wants as many different
treatises on geography, history, and science as there are pupils.
She puts on the board the outline of the subject, and holds each
9
pupil responsible for what his book or books may say about the
topics of the outline. Thus each pupil brings a fresh statement
with respect to the matter under discussion, and fresh interest is
constantly awakened. Moreover, topics never follow the order of
any text-book, and so the pupil is obliged to use his index, and
thus learns how to get at the contents of the book—a power
which few pupils gain in their school life under the old methods.
If the teachers of this state were personally independent of text-
books, but taught the children to use them freely as books of
reference, half the changes made in all text-books except read-
ers could be avoided, and tlie annual saving to New Hampshire
in money would support a half dozen normal schools.
Again : The pupil learns to investigate, and this breaks up the
habit, so fixed in most American schools, of being content with
studying an abstract. He also learns that facts never stand
alone ; that they must be studied in their relations if they are
to be properly valued. A mind which never grasps this relation
of facts may be likened to a show-case filled with jewels ; it can-
not be compared to the wonderful machine which fashioned those
jewels into shapes of beauty. Is not the indifference of com-
mittees to the ability of teachers to see as wholes the subjects
which they attempt to teach, one great reason why the work
done in normal schools is so inadequately appreciated ?
Again : How many candidates for schools are tested with ref-
erence to their acquaintance with raitid development? Here is
a simple principle : " The mind grows onW through its own ac-
tivities." Another is, "All knowledge comes to us primarily
through sense-perceptions." Are they not violated constantly
in most of our schools ? Yet how many teachers' examinations
call for any acquaintance with these elementary deductions from
psychology? Until committees demand of their teachers a knowl-
edge of the development of subject-matter and the laws of child-
mind growth, normal schools must be contented with supplying
a want which is imperfectly felt, but none the less real. Until
the superiority of the work done by normal school graduates is
so recognized, the attendance must be small. ,
Again : The school has no way of reaching the state. Adver-
tising will not do it ; talking will not do it. The state shrinks
from foUowino- the log-ical deduction from its own action m
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establishing such au institution. It does not oblige an appli-
cant for a school to fit herself to teach by attending a normal
school, as is done in some sections ; neither does it establish
and sustain institutes, so that the normal school can thus show
to some extent the character and value of its work. The attend-
ance could doubtless be largely increased if the Avise suggestions
of our state superintendent were followed, and institutes of a
few days' duration each were held in suitable localities.
Let the teaching force for the institutes be drawn largely from
the normal school. This would be a large saving in expense,
and would give consistency to that teaching. Interest in educa-
tion would be awakened, dissatisfaction with bad methods would
be created, and promising pupils would be directed to the normal
school for further instruction.
In conclusion : The school had its birth in the generous
desire of the state that all its children might enjoy, during their
short school life, the advantages of as carefully trained teachers
as those employed by the wealthy to instruct their little ones.
This idea is spiritual, religious if you please, and cannot be
realized from any mercenary point of view ; and yet most of the
opposition to these schools arises because of the expense inci-
dent to the accomplishment of this very purpose of their estab-
lishment. Doubtless when that inspired American missionary
said, that with God's help he intended to convei't the hideous
African kraal into a New England village, men were found who
sneered and talked about the ruin to the cattle business that
would folloAv, just as men now talk of over-education as one of
the dangers of the times.
Sham education is always over-education. If the normal
school has not done honest work inside its narrow limits, let the
truth be spoken about it ; if it has, the state needs it, for honest
workers will never be so plentiful that the state can afford to
spare any.
To our great regret. Principal H. P. Warren has resigned, to
engage in another educational enterprise, and we feel that his
departure is a heavy loss to the school. For the last five years
he has been doing most efficient service, whose value, enhanced
by the very difficulties under which he has labored, cannot easily
be estimated. Mr. AVarren br6ught experience, enthusiasm, and
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scholarship to the work, joined to a high appreciation of the
character and pnrpose of such an institution. Through many
discouragements and perplexities he has endeavored, with fidel-
ity, constancy, and devotion, to realize his own ideal and ours,
and to give it form and effect. The character of the work in
his new field cannot be higher, but there are wider opportunities
and more ample provision. This call is a sufficiently high com-
pliment to Mr. Warren, and, at the same time that it takes him
away from us, justifies our own opinion of his work. He has
done a noble work for the normal school, and carries with him
our grateful appreciation of what he has accomplished and our
best wishes for his success and prosperity. The new principal
elect, Mr. C. C. Rounds, late principal of the normal school
at Farmington, Maine, comes to us with so excellent a reputa-
tion in every way, and especially as an instructor in this special
department, that we feel that we intrust this great responsibility
to a capable and efficient gentleman, whose heart is in the work
and whose record is distinguished.
Miss Reed, who now needs no introduction to the teachers of
New Hampshire, remains in charge of her department, and we
believe that her name is sufficient guaranty that there is to be
no falling off in the grade or the quality of the work.
But little remains to be said. Out of the appropriation made
by the state, more than 3,000 feet of substantial blackboard has
been built into the walls of the school-house, and steam heat and
running water, with all the conveniences incident, have been
introduced into both buildings. The boarding-house has kept
itself furnished and in repair, out of its earnings, although more
than $1,500 has been expended upon it within and without.
The average price of board has been $3.25 a week, with abso-




Whole number of pupils in attendance during the four
school years from 1879 to 1883, . . . .130






Hillsborough, . . . . . . . 14
Merrimack, . . . . . . . 17
Rockingham, . . . . . . . 11
Strafford, ....... 9
Sullivan, ....... 7
From Massachusetts, ..... 4
From Pennsylvania, ..... 1
Total, ....
Graduates from first course, .
Graduates from second course,
Total












Tailor, teacher, baker, blacksmith, miller, con-
ductor, jeweller, optician, laborer, currier,


















During the school year of 1879-'80, fifty per cent, of the pu-
pils left before the end of the school year ; during the year
just ending, but ten per cent. This indicates that the pupils
now joining the school do so with a clearer idea of the scope of












The following report for the year ending May 31, 1883, is
respectfully submitted :
RECEIPTS.
Balance as per last report, June 1, 1882, $34.61
From state of New Hampshire, 5,000.00
school-district No. 2, Plymouth, 1,17G.61
pupils and other sources, 208.84
1,420.06
EXPENDITURES.
Old bills paid per vouchers, $1,712.14
Fuel per vouchers, 448.42
Salary account, 4,051.25
Miscellaneous expenses per vouchers, 205.34
6,417.15
Balance in hands May 31, 1883, $2.91
SALARY ACCOUNT.
Henry P. Warren, principal, $2,000.00
Miss E. M. Reed, 800.00
Miss Susie M. Gate, 600.00
Miss Annie J. McAlvin, 315.00
Miss Emily W. Strong, for first half of year, 145.00
Miss Lilla D. Ide, for last half of year, 151.25
J. AVarren Thvng, for instruction in drawing, 40.00
$4,051.25
MEMORANDUM.
The school year, under the new arrangement, does not close
until June 28, 1883, and unpaid 1 tills and expenses to the end
of the school year will be carried to next year's account.
CHARLES A. JEWELL,
Ti'easurer.









HENRY P. WARREN, A. B., Principal.
English ; History ; Pyschology.
Iktiss E. M. REED, Critic Teacher.
Miss SUSIE M. GATE,






Rev. GEORGE B. SPALDING, d. d., Pres., Dover.
CHARLES A. JEWELL, Sec. and Treas., Plymouth.
His Excellency CHARLES H. BELL, Exeter.
Hon. JAMES W. PATTERSON, Hanover.
Hon. HOSEA W. PARKER, Claremont.
Rev. DAN'L C. ROBERTS, Concord.






















































































































































Gentlemen must be seventeen years of age at entrance
;
ladies sixteen. Candidates must present certificates of good
moral character from some responsible person, and declare their
intention to fit themselves to teach. As the object of the
entrance examination is to test mental power rather than wide
study, candidates may offer themselves in any study or studies
taught in the public schools of the state.
Candidates may offer themselves for examination in any
branch taught in the Normal School : if found proficient, they
will he excused from further study of it. except in the meth-
ods class. In this way the course may be completed in three
terms.
Classes are formed at the beginning of the fall and spring
terms. Students are admitted during the term, at the discre-
tion of the principal.
CALENDAR.
The school year is divided into two terms of twenty weeks
each. A recess of one week occurs near the middle of each
term.
1883-84.
Fall term begins . . . Tuesday. Aug. 30. 1883.
Fall term ends .... Tuesday. Jan. 17, 1884.
1884.
Spring term begins . . . Tuesdav. Feb. 7, 1884.





1. Lessons on methods of teaching form, including.—Study
of lines, angles, surfaces, and volumes, the pupil to teach these
definitions by leading others to observe forms, and state defi-
nitely the results of these observations.
2. Demonstration of propositions concerning lines ; angles ;
triangles ; quadrilaterals ; ratios and proportions : circles ; re-
lations of figures.
3. Mensuration.
Mineralogy and Geology (30), including,—Field study and
collections of specimens ; special study of mining, and prepa-
ration of minerals, and their uses in the arts and medicine.
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History^ including,—Myths, Graecian, Roman, German, and
English ; sketches of great men, Jews, Greeks, and Romans ;
life of the ancients, their buildings (public and private), ships,
roads, amusements, dress and food ; with outline of political
history of Greeks and Romans.
English (50), including,—Punctuation; capitalization; forms
of letters ; paraphrasing ; paragraphing ; making abstracts ;
making topics ; critical reading of Idyls of the King. Legend
of Sleepy Hollow, and Rip Van Winkle.
Music (60), including,—Elementary instruction in vocal cul-
ture, together with practice in singing in all the keys ; methods
of teaching.
Drawing (80), including,—Free hand and model drawing;
designing ; dictation exercises ; geometrical drawing.
SECOND TERM.
Commercial Arithmetic (75), including,—Percentage, with
and without regard to time ; single entry book-keeping ; simple
commercial forms.
Geograjyhy (95), including,—Development of a map; study
of the outline and relief of local section. North America, and
other grand divisions ; study of minerals, climate, vegetable
and animal life, in same order ; meteorology ; commerce and
inter-communication ; mathematical geography ; political geog-
raphy.
History (120), including,—The migration of nations; spread
of Christianity ; rise of the Saracens ; institutions of the
Middle Ages
;
growth of the Papal Power ; rise of the great
European monarchies ; growth of P^ngland, socially, religiously,
and politically ; the inventions and discoveries of the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries ; the Reformation in Germany, England,
Switzerland, and France ; religious wars ; growth of letters
;
discoveries, explorations, and settlements in America by the
different European nations ; wars to preserve the balance of
power in Europe ; rise of Russia ; rise of Prussia ; colonial
period in America ; revolutionary period in France ; the Con-
sulate and Empire ; constitutional period in America, includ-
ing the religious, educational, social, political, and material
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development of Portuguese. Spanish, French, Dutch, and Eng-
lish America ; modern English and French politics ; Crimean
war ; unification of Italy ; restoration of German empire.
English (40), including,—Critical study of selections from
Milton, Macaulay, and Webster. The general reading of the
pupils is under the direction of the instructor in English.
Physiology (60), including,—The study of the parts of the
human body ; study of special senses.
THIRD TERM.
Algebra (85), including,—Notation; problems; numerical
processes, including addition, subtraction, multiplication, divi-
sion, factoring, greatest common divisor, least common multiple,
fractions, radicals, equations, simple and quadratic.
Physics (95), including,—Properties of matter; force (ma-
chines, molecular force)
;
gravitation ; heat ; light ; electricity.
Pupils are led to observe every-day phenomena in such a way
as to teach the principle involved ; they are also led to make
and handle apparatus. The subjects are taught pupils from
the training-school.
English (95), including,—Study of the development of read-
ing and language during the twelve years course in the public
schools.
Elementarg Arithmetic (60), including,—The teaching to
classes of children the facts, principles, and processes involved
in the work of the first five years in school.
Elements of Mental Science (50) , including,—The principles
of education deduced from the study of man.
FOURTH TERM.
Daily work in the training-school :—The training-school is
made up of one hundred children from the village of Plymouth,
and is under the special charge of Miss Reed, the critic teacher.
It corresponds to the five lower grades in a city school. The
children are carefully graded, and assigned to the pupil teachers
in groups of ten. Each teacher has charge of the instruc-
tion and discipline of her class for ten weeks. She is then
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transferred to another class, and so has experience in teaching
two grades. The pupil teachers have one half day each week
for the inspection of work in the training-school. Each even-
ing Miss Reed meets the pupil teachers and discusses with them
the work of the day : the work for tlie following day is then
assigned, and so for the term. Thus the theory and practice
of teaching and school discipline are studied practically.
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Tuition is $10 a term. This is pa^^able at the commencement
of each term, but is refunded upon the completion of each
year's study.
Text-books are furnished free ; but an incidental fee of $3 is
due at the beginning of each terra.
Board, including fuel, lights, and washing of twelve pieces,
$70 a term : this includes board during the recess at the middle
of the term. If a pupil leaves during the term, twenty-five
cents a week extra is charged.
Ladies only board at the hall. Gentlemen can obtain good
board in private families at $3.50 a week.
On the first day of the term, $35 is due from each pupil
boarding at the hall, and the same amount at the middle of the
term. These advance payments are necessary to the eco-
nomical management of the hall.
SUMMARY OF EXPENSES.
Expenses for the term of twenty weeks, including furnished
room, board, fuel, lights, washing, and text-books, are $83, or
for a year $186 : $20 of this amount of money paid for tuition
is refunded if the pupil remains a year. There are no inciden-
tal expenses.
EXAMINATIONS.
Pupils are subjected to frequent examinations, both written
and oral. No pupil is passed in any study unless he has mas-
tered the matter, and shown ability to teach.
GUADUATION AND EMPLOYMENT.
A certificate is given upon completion of the work of the
first year ; a full diploma upon completion of the course of two
years. There is a constant demand for teachers to supply the
best positions in the state.
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NOKMAI. HALL.
The hall has been thoroughly renovated, and supplied with
every comfort : it is under the management and is the home of
the principal. Running water has been carried to each story,
and all the conveniences incident to it have been supplied.
The entire building is heated by steam. The price of board is
fixed to meet the ordinary expenses of the hall, and keep it
furnished in good condition. It is expected the charge made
for board will do this.
The rooms accommodate two each, and are carpeted, fur-
nished, heated by steam, and lighted by lamps.
Each boarder is required to bring bedding, towels, napkins
and napkin-ring, and clothes-bag and toilet soap. Each occu-
pant will want, ordinarily, four pillow-cases, three sheets, two
blankets or their equivalent, and one coverlet for a double bed.
It is required that every article which goes to the laundry be
distinctly and indelibly marked with the owner's name.
LIBRARY AND APPARATUS.
The school is furnished with a well-selected library of refer-
ence books, whicli will be increased during the vacation. The
town library is accessible to the pupils, and is well supplied
with general literature. The school is well equii)ped with appa-
ratus for teaching the sciences.
SUGGESTIONS.
Pupils are urged to bring a shoj't, loose school-dress, and a
pair of stout, broad-soled walking-shoes.
Mothers will do their daughters and the teachers a great
kindness if they will communicate freely with IVIiss Reed of
the health of their daughters.
Pupils should bring with tliem iill reference or text-books
they have. If possible, bring an encyclopedia. An una-
bridged dictionary is essential. These and other school sup-
plies can be purchased of the school at wholesale rates.
LOCATION.
Plymouth is delightfully situated near the centre of New
Hampshire, in the beautiful valley of the Pemigewasset, in the
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heart of the lake region of the state, on the Boston, Concord &
Montreal Railroad. This railroad makes well-nigh perfect
connections with all parts of the state. Plymonth is five hours
from Dover, by way of Newmarket Junction and Concord
;
four hours from Wolfeborough, by way of the Weirs ; three
hours from Nashua ; four hours from Lancaster ; four hours
from Claremont ; four hours and a half from Lebanon ; and
five hours from Keene. There are two mails from the north
and three from the south daily.
HENRY P. WARREN, A. B.,
Principal.





THIRTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT UPON THE PUBLIC
SCHOOLS OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
CONCORD:




Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Concord, N. H,, June, 1883.
To His Excellency Samuel W. Hale, Oovernor of New Hamp-
shire :
Sir : I have the honor to transmit through you to the general
court the thirty-seventh annual report of the schools of the
state, the same being the sixteenth report since the establish-
ment of this office, and embracing,
—
I. Extracts from reports of city superintendents and town
committees.
II. Statistical tables.
III. Discussions and recommendations.
IV. Miscellaneous matters.
V. Report of the State Normal School.




Supt. of Public Instruction.

EXTRACTS
CITY AND TOWN SCHOOL ItEPORTS,
ACWORTH.—C. A. Allex.
ESSENTIALS OF A SCHOOL.
When we can reduce the number of teachers to equal the
number of schools, employing only the best, and allowing all
others to find employment in some vocation more in harmony
with their tastes and abilities, then we can boast that oar
schools are everything we can make them without a greater ex-
penditure of money.
As has been the practice for the past few years, new maps,
globes, reference books, and other apparatus have been added
to the various schools where most needed ; and so much success
has attended my eflforts in this line, that I would urge the school
committees in other towns to make personal appeals to the dif-
ferent districts, instead of wasting ink in suggesting what should
be done, in an annual report.
The school registers have been properly filled in most cases,
although some of the teachers still consider perfectly accurale
answers unnecessary, and others find the directi jns in the regis-
ter more incomprehensible then deciphering the hieroglyphics on
an Egyptian obelisk.
Our state superintendent has felt obliged to severely criticise
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the condition of many of the schools in the smaller towns in New
Hampshire, but if he will visit Acwortli I am sure we can con-
vince him that at least one rural township is provided with good
school-houses, well furnished with apparatus ; that our teachers
are alive, our scholars bright and' well advanced \i\ 'p'>''^ctical
knowledge of things as well as books, and our citizens justly
proud of their common schools.
ALEXANDRIA.—A. F. Cheney.
REGISTERS AND MONEY.
I wish to call attention of the prudential committees to the fact
that they should notify' the supei'intending school committee of
the commencement and close of schools in their districts, and
also to chapter 89, section IG, of the General Laws, in which it
says that " every teacher at the close of the school, and at the
end of each term thereof, shall make a return of such register or
record to the school committee of the town, who shall give to
him a certificate thereof ; and no teacher shall receive payment
for his services until such certificate is produced and delivered
to the prudential committee." If this law were put in force, I
think that there would not be so many imperfectly filled regis-
ters returned to the superintending school committee. All the
school statistics of the state must start from the school regis-
ters : therefore it is very important that they be properly filled
and returned. The past year nine teachers failed to properly
fill their registers, one even forgetting to write her name in the
register. One superintending school committee suggests the
idea " to rank the teachers by their registers, as well as by the
schools they keep."
I would ask the tax-payers,—yea, beg of them,—not to cut
down the amount of money raised for the support of schools,
but rather to increase the amount. It is poor economy' not to
give our children a good education, and our public schools are
the stepping-stones to affluence and respectability in the world.
Give them a good education, and they will take a place in the
world that will entitle them to be looked upon as citizens worthy
of honor and respect. If you do not feel like raising more
school money for the support of schools, you can lengthen the
Superintendents Report. 7
schools out by giving the board : you can at least lengthen the
school in this way from one to two months each year.
The roll of honor contains the names of those who have not
been absent or tardy during the term. Last year there were 47
different names on tlie roll of honor ; this year GG—an increase
of 19. Next year try and make it still larger.
ALTON.—II. I. NuTE.
Two thousand one hundred and twenty-eight dollars and
twelve cents have been expended for the support of schools the
past year, and 303 scholars have attended school at an average
expense of $7.02. There are 21 schools in town, and they have
averaged IG^ weeks in length. Sixteen have had less than 12
scholars, and four have had less than six. In 18G0 we had 800
scholars, and now we have but 300, and the number is annually
diminishing ; and, unless some of the districts unite soon, it will
be impossible to maintain a school. It is next to impossible for
a teacher to keep np an interest in a school with less than twelve
scholars. Hence, I would heartily recommend that the two dis-
tricts at West Alton, the two upon the mountains, the two at
East Alton, the McDnffee and Varney districts, Nos. 2 and 22
at South Alton, make earnest and determined efforts to unite.
I also think we could have better schools, with much less ex-
pense, if Nos. 4, 5, 12, and 20, in the centre of the town, were
united in one district. Three teachers could teach all the
scholars where five are now employed, and the schools would
be graded better, and the benefits of three terms a year enjoyed
by all.
AMHERST.—JosiAH G. Davis, Geo. W. Bosworth, Geo. W.
Putnam.
town or district system.
In addition to the moneys expended for repairs, the board has
been subjected to some incidental expenses which are not likely
to occur again, as the powers and duties of its members are bet-
ter understood. The check-list for the use of the annual meet-
ing was prepared in compliance with a petition signed by more
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than the required number of legal voters, and this petition we
could not rightfully- refuse. As an appeal is to be made to the
next legislature for an act enabling the town to revive the dis-
trict system, would it not be for the interest of our children to
give the town system the cooperation of all our citizens until
the result of this action is known ? No system in itself will se-
cure the results we desire. The supervision is essentially the
same under both systems. The practical question respects the
union of the duties of the prudential committees with those of
supervision. The utility of this arrangement can only be tested
by a fair trial. The district system was not the original system.
For one hundred and fifty years schools were "organized and
maintained by the towns under the direction of the selectmen."*
To secure a more liberal support, and to concentrate the inter-
ests of each neighborhood on its particular school, towns were
divided into districts, and in 1827 "the bill was passed which
has been the basis of all our subsequent laws " for half a cen-
tury. The system worked well while the population held the
territory, and the rural towns were not depleted by emigration.
But a diminution of one half or more of the children in a district
has so changed the circumstances that a new and perplexing
problem presents itself. We cannot change the facts that un-
derlie the growing conviction that there are too many districts,
and that a more flexible arrangement may secure increased ad-
vantages for our children. The range of studies is necessarily
becoming wider, and new subjects must receive attention. The
schools in the cities and larger towns are employing new meth-
ods and securing professional teachers, and the questions which
most concern us respect the ways and means by which we may
keep our schools abreast of the foremost. To be content with
the things that have been, is to fall behind. Hence the need of
inquiry, of candid discussion, and the exercise of a dispassion-
ate judgment.
ANTRIM.—I. G. Anthoine.
In carefully looking over the several school 3'ears as far back
as can well be remembered, it is pleasing to be able to say that
* See report of Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1882, page 240.
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a stead}' gain lias been made in mental cnltnre and discipline,
as well as in book knowledge ; and that the past year has been
one of unusual success, the instruction having been more practi-
cal than in former years.
In view of this fact, and with a fair prospect of better ad-
vantages in the near future, may we not safely expect something
more than ordinary from the children of Antrim?
Higher schools are, however, of secondary importance. It is
in the district schools that the character of the child, to a great
extent, is formed, and the fundamental principles taught. It is,
therefore, of the greatest importance that teachers should be
secured who know and feel their great res[)onsibility, and who
first of all make it a special study to learn the peculiar charac-
ter and disposition of each puj^il, what studies they have a taste
for and those they dislike, and find, if possible, the cause of
and remedy for such dislike.
It is unjust to demand equal progress in a certain study by a
class of pupils, equal perhaps in ability, but differing widely in
tastes. One, perhaps, may get along easily with and enjoy the
study of mathematics, while another of the same age, and
equally as brilliant, may find it a task to accomplish the same
work
;
yet the latter may excel the former in some other branch.
These variations of talent will be met with in every school, and
the teacher who succeeds best in this direction will do his
scholars the greatest good. Some need more assistance and
direction than others, but this should not be carried so far as to
tell the scholar that which he might work out for himself, but,
rather, direct him how to put in practice what he knows, and
draw out from him that which he thinks he does not know but
does, and thus teach him to do for himself,—bring out and en-
large his talents, and truly discipline the mind.
Reading has received a good share of attention, and a few
new branches have been introduced into some of the schools ;
yet too much time is still given to arithmetic, grammar, and
geography, other studies being neglected that are quite as im-
portant as these.
The study of arithmetic is commenced at too early an age. No
scholar should be allowed to study written arithmetic until the
mind has sufficiently matured to grasp without difficulty the
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ideas, and go through with it understandingly, and with as little
time as is given to many of the other branches.
The teacher should be judge of what the pupils shall study
rather than the parent
;
yet it is well for parent and teacher to
consult together in regard to text-books, as well as upon all




The registers still show a great irregularity in the attendance
of scholars. The occasional absence of a scholar prevents him
from obtaining a thorough knowledge of the studies pursued,
or the whole class with which he is connected must be kept back.
Nothing but the most urgent necessity can excuse frequent
absence from the school-room.
In regard to text-books, I have secured a uniformity of arith-
metics and spellers in all the schools, and the readers are nearly
so. I will also state in this connection, for the benefit of my
successor, that there are in use in the eight districts the follow-
ing different geographies,—Warren's, Harper's, Guyot's, Swin-
ton's, and Cornell's ; and in one small school I found three dif-
ferent geographies of the same grade, thus making three classes,
where, if the books had been alike, there would have been only
one. There are also in use in tiie schools live different gram-
mars. Under the present scliool system there seems to be no
pleasant way of correcting this evil.
Of the eight different prudential committees in town, I find the
names of only two in the lists of visitors. I think if any of them
had hired some one to do any other kind of work but teach
school, they would have found time to look after them, at least
once in the course of the season.
There is one other suggestion that 1 would like to offer for
the consideration of the voters of the town. The town is now
nearly or quite out of debt, and if the sum of two hundred
dollars, in addition to what the law now requires, could be ap-
propriated for the use of the schools, and be divided equally
among the districts, it would be in my opinion a wise and
judicious investment of town funds. I hope all those who
are interested in the cause of education will give the matter
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careful consideration, and. what is still more to the purpose, if
the opportunity be given, to vote for it.
To the teaeliers we would say,—However much we may differ
in our views as to what are the essential branches to be taught
in our public schools, and as to the relative importance of those
branches, it must be conceded that, if we know what forces shall
act upon and influence our pupils when they leave school, we
must prepare them to meet and command such forces to their
own advantage. The least that can be asked, as a result of the
work of the teacher in our i.ublic schools, is, that i)upils when
they leave school should be able to read a newspaper intelli-
gently, to write legibly, and to have sullicient knowledge of
arithmetic and the English language for the needs of common
life. Drilling a child for days, and sometimes even weeks, up-
on the same reading lesson, does not teach him to read cor-
rectly, fluently, or intelligenth'.
BEDFORD.—Charles B. Beal.
The practice of hiring new teachers every terra is a disadvan-
tage, for it takes new teachers the best part of short terms of
school to thoroughly acquaint themselves with the needs and
abilities of their scholars. If fortunate enough to secure the
services of earnest, successful teachers, they should be retained
as long as possible. The selection of teachers is a matter of
importance. Applicants should not be engaged without regard
to their fitness, simply because they apply, or because they will
work cheap. A small amount of good instruction is better than
a much greater amount of third rate.
There is a mistaken idea that it does not require so much skill
and experience to teach small scholars and common school
studies as the higher branches. True, it does not require so
much book knowledge to teach reading and spelling as algebra,
but the former may be as imperfectly taught as the latter. Bad
habits are hard to correct, and if children in the first years of
school life are allowed to go carelessly over their studies, this
method of work will be likely to cling to them in after life. If
ever scholars need to be carefully taught, it is in the start and
in the rudiments, that the foundation may be sound. There is
not attention enough given to mental calculation. To be able
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to reckon correctly in the head will be fonnd very useful, as
most minor calculations are settled in that way.
I have been pleased to meet so many of the parents at the
closing examinations. I would suggest that you visit your
schools often, and see them in their every-day workings. In
this way man}^ school difficulties would be avoided, and parents,
teachers, and scholars would understand each other, and become
more interested in the cause of education.
The attendance during the summer terms was very good, but
during the winter terms considerable sickness has prevailed in
several of the districts, so that the average of some of the
schools is not as good as it should be ; and, again, some parents
are not particular enough to have their children attend regularly.
The scholar who is irregular in attendance not only injures
himself, but also the whole class with which he is associated, by
hindering its progress ; and if separated from it, it will gen-
erally increase the number of classes. You cannot afford to let
your children lose half of what little schooling there is, as some
do.
The discipline maintained during the year has been satisfac-
tory, with two exceptions. Order and good government are es-
sential to the prosperity of our schools.
I find that many of the registers as returned are not correctly
made out. I would have the law enforced, which reads as fol-
lows :
" P^very teacher, at the close of his school, and at the end of
each term thereof, shall make a return of such register or record
to the school committee of the town, who shall give to him a
certificate thereof ; and no teacher shall receive payment for his
services until such certificate is produced and delivered to the
prudential committee."
—
General Latvs, chapter 89, section 16.
The statute ought not to be a dead letter, and I recommend
that it be so arranged that the town treasurer shall not pay the
school money to the prudential committees until the certificate
of the superintendent be presented by him, showing that the
register has been returned according to law. If this law were
kept, the superintendent would be less embarrassed in collecting
the statistics he is required to gather, and report to the town and
state.
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The only registers correctly and fully made out are those of
Nos. 2, 5, G, and 'J.
BENNINGTON.—W. D. \\oods.
"We find in all of our schools a hiniontable lack of practical
knowledge, especially in grammar and arithmetic. During my
first visit to the grammar school, I called for the first class pur-
suing that study. My first question was the following : "What do
you study this book for?" One of the best scholars answered
by saying,—"That is what I would like to know." They had
been through the book, could repeat it word for word, but knew
nearh' nothing of the ideas meant to be conveyed. A par-
rot could study grammar in that vvay. When scholars,—yea,
boys,—nearly ready to do business for themselves, are not cap-
able of measuring a load of wood or a stack of boards ; when
girls, who will soon be called to furnish houses for themselves,
cannot tell how many yards of carpeting it will take to cover a
floor, it is time for parents to take more interest in their schools.
Practical knowledge is the thing to be aimed at in the education
of our children. Teachers must lay aside their text-books, and
spend more time in teaching, and less time in hearing recita-
tions. The blackboard is the place to teach grammar and arith-
metic. The text-book is a good tool, but the tongue of the
teacher is a better one if he knows how to use it. Looking
back over a period of thirty years, I ask these questions : Do the
improvements which are claimed to have been made in text-
books and modes of teaching have a salutary effect upon our
scholars? Are they better qualified to solve the problems of life
than those were who received their education years ago? If they
are, be thankful ; if they are not, something is wrong, for "this
is an age of progress." If we should work with as much inter-
est to give our children education as we do to give them dollars,
it would be far better for them—far better for our country. The
scholars in our common schools are our nation's public property.
There we can see the twigs that are to grow up, and make the
ministers, lawyers, doctors, senators, presidents, farmers, me-
chanics, merchants, etc., of our country. Let us point these
twigs in the right direction, and sow broadcast among them that
one great fertilizer of the mind, education.
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BETHLEHEM.—Gko. W. Phillips.
Several of our school-rooms are sadly in need of more surface
of blackboard. We sincerely hope prudential committees will
not suffer the progress of their schools to be retarded through
the want of anything that can be so easil}^ and cheaply procured
as blackboards.
While we raise the money for the support of schools so will-
ingly and so unanimously, let us not forget to see to it that our
school-rooms are furnished with all necessary furniture. Let
us not forget to secure the services of able and experienced
teachers, remembering that if we would secure the services of
such teachers they must receive a liberal compensation.
AVhile raising money for the various objects for the ensuing
year, I do entreat of you to be liberal, just, and generous in
raising that portion which is set apart for the support of our
schools ; for in our common district schools many of our chil-
dren will receive their first and final instruction, many of us not
being able to send them to higher institutions of learning.
Let us never tire or grow weary in our efforts to maintain and
generously support our common district schools, so that when
our work shall end, and we sleep in dust as do our fathers, our
children may, as they take our places, never cease in their
efforts to maintain an institution of such vast importance.
BOSCAAVEN.—Kev. Frakk Haley.
CLASSIFICATION.
Our schools have been successful ; but it has been such suc-
cess only as could be won in the face of very serious obstacles.
Almost all our teachers have been burdened with too many
classes. Our schools can be classified more closely and with
great advantage to the pupils as a whole, but not without slight
sacrifices in individual instances. There may be a single pupil
in a school so far in advance of the others that he must be put
in a class by himself in one or more bi-anches. But in any
school, all pupils of nearly the same grade in any study should
be put in the same class, and should be kept in the same class
unless some very swiftly outstrip the others. But to this end
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parents must consent that their Mary, who is ten pages ahead
of neighbor Brown's John, shall yet be put in a class with John
and with John's cousins. Let Mary work all the harder in some
other study. In graded schools this matter is strictly regulated.
But we often make our ungraded schools much less efficient than
they ought to be, by allowing our pupils to study what they
please, and to begin where they please.
J. C. Pearson.—District No. 7.
COMMON SCHOOL INFLUENCES.
Judging the future by the past, more work will need to be
done, and more care and attention paid to this, our best privi-
lege, so that we may gain and secure the most real benefit pos-
sible for our children. No other school can or ever will take
the place of the common school ; and it is a duty none can shirk
or lay aside, to foster and cherish and encourage, by every
means in their power, the promotion of all those interests which
are connected with this grand old educational work.
Nothing has occurred during the entire school year to mar the
harmony and good feeling which existed between teachers and
scholars, and all who have an interest in these schools.
The mothers are entitled to much praise for the care and
work they have given in helping their children at home with
their lessons and other duties, and much good has come from
the interest thus manifested. The scholars are encouraged and
the teachers helped more in this way than perhaps we are
aware of.
There should have been more visits to the school-rooms, but
a fair degree of interest has been sliown in this direction. A
record is kept l)y the teachers of each visitor's name, and if it
should be puldished it is to be feared that some who ought to be
frequent visitors to the schools would find their names among
the missing.
B(JW.—Martin A. Hadley.
As regards the condition of our schools at the present time,
your committee is gratified to pronounce them up to the usual
standard
; yet we have not reached the acme of perfection, and
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many things need to be improved. There is a great lack of
school furniture. No room has a globe, and but few a reason-
able supply of blackboards. A dictionary, mirror, and clock
would be convenient improvements. As this is a subject to
which your attention has been respectfully called in a previous
report, we sincerely hope you will soon feel to encourage your
children by procuring for them these necessary requisites, thus
making it a pleasure for them to attend school. We wish to
call the attention of the parents to a serious evil with which we
are burdened, viz., tardiness. School should not be interrupted
by late pupils. When this is remedied our schools will stand
upon a more elevated plane. Another and not less important
consideration is a more regular attendance, as this is absolutely
necessary to achieve any high degree of progress, when there
are onW one or two terms of eight or ten weeks each during the
year. Parents, we present these matters to you, earnestly hop-
ing that you will heed them, as it is our duty and desire to im-
prove the schools under our supervision. Your committee
would respectfully recommend that the number of weeks' school-
ing in the year be increased by raising an additional sum of
money, as did the citizens in District No. 14 the past year.
Every means that will aid in cultivating a love for knowledge in
the minds of our girls and boys should be hailed with delight,
thereby encouraging them in fitting themselves to perform life's
duties well, and winning a crown of wisdom which will shine
with enduring lustre. Our schools have been favored with the
care of a living, zealous, enthusiastic corps of teachers, with
satisfactory results generally ; but in this enlightened age every
teacher should obtain a certificate before commencing school,
and we hope the future committee will rigidly enforce the re-
quirements of the law in this respect. From personal experi-
ence, and the concurrent testimony of teachers, we believe that
a good teacher should be retained as long as possible in the
same school, as frequent changes cannot be otherwise than det-
rimental. We noticed with regret, at the closing examinations
of some of the schools, that the school-rooms were not over-
crowded with visitors ; and in this respect we must say that the
fathers are especiall}^ unfaithful. We do not mean to convey
the idea that all are so : there are some noble exceptions. To
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those who are remiss in this duty, we would advise you to visit
the schools, and know how the money is laid out that is annu-
ally ex[)euded for educational purposes. Some attention was
given to singing in several of our schools, and, as this exercise
rather rests than tires the pupil, we think the time devoted to it
was pleasantly and profitably spent.
BRADFORD.—Wm. G. IIoyt.
The schools for the year, taken as a whole, have been quite
prosperous, with indications of a gradual improvement on those
of former years, and will, no doubt, compare favorably with
others of the same grade throughout the state. Yet, are our
schools just what they should be? Can we in no way make
them better? I think we can. 1 would say to the parents (and
this in all kindness) that our common schools form the basis
of our educational system. That home influences amount to
something, no one will doubt. And, although you have mani-
fested a good degree of interest in your schools, let us from this
time forward take a greater interest. Hire the best teachers you
can afford to ; visit the schools frequently ; become acquainted
with the teacher, and thoroughly conversant with the proceed-
ings of the school ; show to your children that you are deeply
interested in their welfare ; supply them with suitable appli-
ances ; bring them up to know and realize that there is a neces-
sity for a good practical education at least, that their future
prosperity may be in proportion to their acquirements ; that the
youth of to-day will soon be called upon to assume the duties
and responsibilities of the present generation : hence, the im-
portance that thorough preparation be made.
BRENTWOOD.—Geo. Ober.
GENEKAI. KEMAHKS.
The establishment of better schools in towns around us should
stimulate us to make some additional provision in this direction,
es2)eciaUy for the relief of some schools quite too large for good
work. No one having authority would wish alone to make such
changes as the circumstances now seem to us to demand, and
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which cauuot with safety louger be postponed. We therefore
suggest that the iiicomiug board of school committee be com-
posed of no less than three persons, to whom all matters per-
taining to the management of school affairs be committed, and
that an additional sum, not exceeding two hundred dollars, be
appropriated to provide for any changes wliich they may think nec-
essary. At considerable expense and inconvenience, some need-
ing further instruction having availed themselves of private in-
struction, or gone away to other schools. AVe need at once to
make some provision for the better instruction of the advanced
scholars from all the schools, in a class by themselves, in a
class-room somewhere conveniently accessible to all. The re-
mainiug classes will make better progress (perha])s at less ex-
pense for instruction) than they can now make in the larger
schools.
A better supply of charts and helps is needed. No change of
text-books has been made, or is thought to be necessary. We
think all the schools can combine to employ some one to give
instruction in music in all the schools, and would so advise.
BROOKLINE.—F. D. Sargent.
GOOD ADVICE.
In submitting this annual report of our schools, we have in
mind the fact that while statistics will give the number of schol-
ars and weeks of school, no figures can fully describe the pres-
ent condition or past progress. There is little that is startling
or remarkable in the history of the schools this past 3'ear. A
small appropriation of money for educational purposes, and a
lack of economical expenditure, are sufficient reasons for slight
results and low estimates. During the year little change has
been brought about, either in the course of studies or the variety
of instruction. Attempts have been made towards a system of
teaching that would be practical, rather than conforming to any
series of text-books. Mere book teaching has been discour-
aged, and the practical application of principles regarded with
especial favor. The tendency however in our schools is to an
adherence to book forms and book language, so that pupils
seem to have ver}- little appreciation of the idea that what they
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do in iirithinetic. grammar, or philosophy, in the school, has any
particular connection with their father's business on the farm,
in the work-shop, or store. The mastering of any science is
not gained l)y learning an}' formula of words or rules of gram-
mar, but in talking, writing, reading, and thinking, under the
guidance of skilled teachers, whose whole aim in this direction is
to make the learner acquainted with the best expression of the
principles in hand. We are satisfied that our teachers are on
the right track in this particular, and, with the sympathy of the
parents and the expressed wish of the authorities, we shall see
a firm advance. Of course this induces the necessity for well
educated and practical teachers ; and since it is a well known
fact that a teacher's influence is pronounced only as it is based
upon an ability to teach that which is above and beyond the
mere pages of the book, we should demand and accept only
such instructors. As a whole, the teachers who have conducted
our schools during the past year have been above the average. In
most instances they have held the confidence of the scholars and
the regard of the parents. There has been no complaint made to
the supei-intendent, nor any apparent necessity for the use of
harsh measures." In almost every instance the teachers and
scholars have closed their terms with mutual regard and man-
ifest satisfaction. Bv a different mode of apportioning the
money appropriated by the town, one district has lieen obliged
to close its school-house and unite with its neighbor, to the
good of both. By this means the two districts have had twenty-
eight weeks of school, with very little additional trouble. Two
other districts for the same reason have had only short terms
—
one a term of eleven weeks, the other a term of nine weeks and
a fraction. It is certainly to be deplored that the children of
our town should receive so little schooling, and we cannot be-
lieve that any candid and honest person can examine the pres-
ent arrangement of schools and not be convinced that the "dis-
trict system " is suicidal to our interests as a town, and detri-
mental to the progress of education. We are convinced more
strongly than ever, that ere there can be any great advance
in the educational interests of our community, two things
must be done : First, the abolition of the " school-district" sys-
tem (which does not necessarily imply the destruction of pres-
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ent school buildings or the erection of new ones) , and the for-
mation of a board of education ; and, second, the forming of a
system of gradation, or classification.
Sooner or later these two changes must be made. Economy
in education is as much to be sought after as in any department
of human activity. In all large towns, where pupils enough can
be collected together to form a class of the same grade, it has
become the custom to arrange them under the same teacher, and
have them pursue the same subjects simultaneously, thus using
very little more time for a class of twenty than would be I'e-
quired for a class of one. There is no questioning that this is
the better plan. The great objection to it in a community like
ours is the small number of scholars, and the tendency to a broad
range of topics or studies ; but this could be easily remedied if
there should be a disposition to form a school near the centre of
the town to which the larger scholars might come, and whose
order of studies should be definite and progressive.
The change from the present hap-hazard method of schools to
one of s\'stem could not be l)rought about in a completed form
in one year, but, once begun, the tendency would be toward a
classification that in the end would give abundant satisfaction.
As it is to-day, a pupil has no fixed time for attending school.
The mere idea of graduating provokes a smile. The whole
system, so far as there is any, is optional studies, and the cur-
riculum of our average school ranges from the A B C of the
primmer class to the mysteries of algebra and geometry of the
more advanced.
In order to bring about these two changes we have named, it
will be impossible to have a school in every man's door-yard ;
self-sacrifice on the part of parents, and earnest effort by the
scholars, must be expected. It is impossible to bring every
farm and dwelling within the same distance from the school-
house, and while some may be benefited more than others by a
different arrangement from the present, is it not economy to put
our schools under a system where they shall best serve the pur-
poses for which they were intended ? A gentleman now prom-
inently connected with a business house in one of our large
cities, when asked for a gift to some charity in our town, re-
plied, "No! I owe a grudge to Brookline for the poor educa-
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tional advantages she gave nie when a boy." Very different is
this testimony from that of Hon. Charles Merriam, one of the
publishers of Webster's Dictionary, who with the gift of a
library building to his native village remarked,^" I am prompted
to make this gift by a desire to do something for my native town
which shall be an expression of my gratitude for the early edu-
cational advantages it afforded me, and at the same time be a
permanent benefit to its citizens, especially the young."
The town that most benefits the state and the country, and
especially itself, is the town whose influence and power are felt
in cultivated minds and strong intellects. It is no credit to any
town to publish statements such as we are obliged to record
year after year.
With mone}' at interest, and a credit that is beyond dispute,
we are wise only for a day when we deny our children the ad-
vantages that might be open to them, and the opjiortunity of
attaining a good common-school education.
Shall we not consider these things that aft'ect our welfare so
seriously, and with a determination to lay aside personal preju-
dice and selfish gain, legislate and plan so that we shall be able
to stand shoulder to shoulder with the towns who are in the
forefront in educational possiljilities, even as we are now ad-
vanced in our material wealth?
CARROLL.—Phebe J. Bickford.
SCHOOL FURNITURE.
Teachers require tools, as well as farmers and mechanics, to do
good work. They need more blackboard room than they have,
globes, and wall maps, and some of our scholars need to be bet-
ter supplied with text-books. It is a waste of time and money
to allow our schools to lack for these things.
VISITING SCHOOLS.
Parents would encourage the teacher and stimulate their chil-
dren if they would visit the schools. We can hardly expect our
teachers to be enthusiastic when parents manifest so little inter-
est. Prudential committees would do well to look after the
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work of those whom they employ, and uot think their duties at
an end when they have employed the teacher and placed him in
the school-room.
I would call the. attention of the prudential committee also to
the following statute : " Every teacher, at the dose of his school
and at the end of each term thereof, shcdl make a return of such
register or record to the school committee of the town, who
shall give to him a certificate thereof ; and no teacher shall re-
ceive payment for his services until such certificate is produced
and delivered to the prudential committee." If this law were
observed our school registers would be better kept, and the
school committee would be less eml)arrassed in collecting the




Many schools have done very good work this year, but a
higher degree of scholarship is greatly needed b}' some of the
teachers. Greater thoroughness in the common branches is the
essertticd want, but all knowledge can be made to pay tribute to
the teacher's work. A teacher who knows nothing of U. S.
History may be able to ask questions upon it from the book
;
but no one is fitted to teach it who is ignorant of the great events
in our nation's life. Nor should any one assume to teach arith-
metic who cannot explain the nature of fractions, or give the
reasons on which the rules for computing interest or the extrac-
tion of roots are founded.
It is unadvisable to put very young children into grammar
;
but the classes studying it should be constantly required to
frame sentences of their own, to show that they understand the
rules. Absolutely essential to the highest mental improvement
is good government. To insure this, more attention should be
paid to little tMngn. The teacher must not submit to be inter-
rupted during recitations, nor allow the pupils to pass to and
from their seats in a disorderly manner. Children like some-
thing of the nature of a military drill, and are happiest when
well governed. The atmosphere of cheerful and prompt deci-
sion which pervades some school-rooms is a healthful one. On
the other hand, alternations of indulgence and severity are most
injurious.
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Good courage, unfailing patience, great consideration for the
Tvants of childhood, ingenuity and zeal in imparting knowledge,
iire some of the virtues to be exercised in every school-room.
Therefore let no one undertake to teach who does not feel some
real Jove for the work.
And while greater cai-e should be taken in selecting teachers
with reference to the wants of each particular district, parents
should not be unmindful of their duty. They should put no
unnecessai'v difficulties in the teacher's way. by countenancing
irregular attendance or insubordination. Discussing the faults
of teachers in the presence of the children creates more evils
than it remedies, and free criticism is often indulged by those
who do not know whereof they affirm.
CHICHESTER.—A. Deehing.
LENGTH OF SCHOOLS.
We find that the schools in town vary in length of terms from
three to seven weeks. We can see no just reason for such varia-
tion, thereby giving some districts so much advantage over
others. Is not one district justly entitled to as much schooling
as another? It may be said that the district that paid the most
school money ought to have the longest school : then should not
the man who pays the highest tax have the most schooling for
his children ? Equal length of schools would encourage equal
settlement of all portions of the town. We find the average
monthly wages and board of teachers during the past year to be
$24 ; and that two districts had money enough for twenty-six
weeks of school, while one had but nineteen weeks. Now an
additional amount of S200 would give all the schools in town
twenty-six weeks of school. This is but a small amount to
raise, but it would be of great advantage to your schools. As
an education is the best legacy you can give your children, will
you grudge them this small pittance, which will be only four
cents more on each dollar you now pay as taxes, so that the
man who now pays $25 will then only have to pay $2G? We
have two union districts in connection with the town of Loudon,
for which we might appropriate half enough to give them equal
length of schools and let Loudon make up the balance.
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TKUDENTIAL COMMITTEKS.
The responsibility of securing good teaeliers rests almost en-
tirely with the prudential committee ; the town committee can-
not judge in his examination whether the person examined has
the qualifications to govern a school, or to successfully impart
instruction to her pupils : hence the prudential committee should
make diligent inquiry in regard to necessary qualifications in a
teacher. It is not enough that a teacher has been employed in
a large number of schools ; but has the teacher been successful
in developing all the elements of a first-class teacher? Some
teachers will do more to advance a school in three months than
others will in six. We can hardly pay too much for a first-class
teacher.
CLAREMONT.—M. H. Wells.
MORALS AND METHODS IN SCHOOL.
The superintending school committee in his report would first
call attention to the aim of public schools.
Ver}' man^^, doubtless, think that the object of these schools
is limited to the elementary knowledge gained from the books
studied; The learning to read and write, and the elementary
knowledge of arithmetic, geography, and history, are thought to
be the main aim of education in the public schools. But, how-
ever valuable the knowledge thus acquired, and the power which
it gives to gain more, does not this view of the object of our
public schools lose sight of a higher end which gives chief value
to enlarged intelligence ?
A broader view regards our puldic schools as designed, not
simply to awaken thought and cultivate the intellect, but quite
as much to mould the moral habits of children to live useful
lives, and discharge faithfully the duties of good citizens in our
free country. Good citizens are what the state seeks, and
more than knowledge is needed to gain this end.
The elements of a right character are of chief account here.
Moral instruction should have a high place in oui- scliools.
Children in early years need to be trained to habits of truthful-
ness, reverence, faithfulness, honor, self-control, and obedience
to rightful authoritv. Thev are trained to these habits in some
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homes. \\\ some they are not thus tnuiied. lUit it is desinible
that the best home training should he supplemented by that of
the sehools. In our country and times right moral habits, far
more than knowledge, are the real forces that form the character
of good citizens.
For this reason, too great importance can scarcely be attached
to the discipline of schools. Good order is indisi)ensable to the
true ends of the schools. 01)edience to wholesome regulations
of general conduct and the preparation of lessons must be
insisted on for the formation of right habits, no less than for the
best progress in study. Faithfulness in the duties of the school-
room will lay a good foundation for usefulness and prosperity
in the work of life. The superintendent wishes to emjjhasize
this moral element of education in the public schools, and to ask
parents to give their hearty influence in its favor. There is
some reason to fear that fidelity is becoming a lost virtue in our
land.
The report of the last year called attention to the serious dis-
advantage under which the outlN'ing districts of the town labor
on account of the few children attending school. The present
superintendent thinks it desirable to keep tiiis fact before the
minds of the people, that suitable means may be devised to
overcome, if possible, this disadvantage. Eight of these schools
average only .S.fj scholars each this vear. The cost of schooling
each of these scholars averages about twice as much as it does
in districts Nos. 1 and 17. while the schooling itself is worth
scarcely half as much.
The success of schools depends largely on the methods used
in teaching children at first. Methods most effective in awaken-
ino; interest, and settini>- minds to work aright at this earlv stage
of education, will do much to form habits of observation which
will make future progress more rajjid and thorough. The super-
intendent attaches much importance to primary schools, and the
methods used with beginners in mixed schools. Improvement
in our schools must begin at the bottom, and work up. It is a
great mistake to think that only small qualitications are needed
to teach children to read. It needs the best of qualifications—
a
knowledge of mind, and skill to get the right hold of it. The
method of teachino; children by first showing them familiar ob-
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jects, and afterwards the words which are the names of these
objects, thus at the beginning associating the words witli the
objects for wliicli they stand, accords far better with the natural
ways in which language is learned than the old method long used
in our schools. The charts used in the primary schools of the
village are prepared to aid in teaching children by this method.
The use of these charts? would be helpful in the mixed schools,
and their purchase by the district would be good economy. Ex-
ercises on the blackboard also give additional facilities for this
method, at the same time accustoming the children to read writ-
ten as well as printed words. The most hopeful signs of future
progress in our schools, perhaps, are to be seen in the use of
this method of teaching in the primary schools of the village.
Its effects will appear more and more in future years in the
higher schools. The teachers of these primary schools are wor-
thy of hearty approval for their faithful work, and deserve a
higher compensation. The graded schools, with scarcely an ex-
ception, have been well managed during the past year. The
prudential committees are to be congratulated that they have
been able to secure the services of such able and faithful teach-
ers. The success of the schools is thought to be due very much
to the fact that former successful teachers have been retained in




Nearly all the primary schools 'continue large—too large for
one teacher, and too large for the best interests of the pupils
attending them. To remedy this, teachers were instructed to
divide tlieir lower classes into two divisions, one being allowed
to attend in the forenoon and tlie other in the afternoon. This
gave great satisfaction to some parents, who thought iialf a day
abundantly sufficient, and great dissatisfaction to others, who
for various reasons were opposed to it, and complained of being
deprived of school privileges. As there were some obvious in-
conveniences in this arrangement, it was finally dropped, and
the former plan of shortened sessions resorted to.
There is a general feeling among grammar school teachers,
shared also by myself, that the subject of grammar should re-
ceive attention at an earlier period in our course of study. It
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is now deferred to the second term of the second year in the
grammar course. As the board lias talven initiatory steps for a
revision of the course, it is hoped that this matter may receive
careful attention.
Drawing- has continued to receive the attention its importance
deserves, under the direction of its special teacher. It has come
to be considei-ed almost one of the essential branches, instead
of a purely ornamental one, and requests from pupils to be re-
leased from it are much less frequent than formerly. Good
evidence of the interest taken and the skill displayed in it was
found on the blackboards in the several school-rooms at the
close of last term on the day of public exhibition.
I might say much concerning the progress of our schools by
way of advice or suggestion, which practically may as well be
said in private as cases arise. If I were speaking to the par-
ents of our pupils, I would say to them as I have often said to
teachers, that there is no more important requisite to the best
possible condition of our schools than that teacher and parent
should be thoroughly acquainted, as well as teacher and pupil.
The teacher should know, so far as practicable, all the peculiari-
ties, failings, and infirmities of the pupil. AVho can give this
information so well as the i)arent? However important it may
be that parents should visit the schools and see for themselves
their practical working, I regard it as still more important that
they should become acquainted with the teacher, and give the
information above suggested.
CONWAY.—S. D. Stewart.
The schools, as a whole, have been quite as successful and
efHcient, perhaps, as could reasonably be expected. True, some
have failed to reach that degree of proficiency to which I wish
all might attain ; others, however, more fortunate in teachers
and other circumstances, have been model schools.
One of the greatest evils we have to contend with is the mul-
tiplicity of text-books in the same branch of studies, which
increase the number of classes to the detriment of the schools.
In several districts four different kinds of arithmetics are in use,
also the like numl)er of grammars : one of each ought to be
established, and the others removed. The teacher has to call
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four different classes solely because the scholars have different
kinds of books on the same subject. If the parents were to
visit their schools frequently during the term, they would see at
once the amount of time wasted from this source. The regis-
ters show but little interest on the part of the parents in dis-
tricts Nos. 3, G, 7. 9, and 10. not even a citizen calling on the
schools to see what progress the scholars were making, and the
method of teaching adopted. They also show, in several dis-
tricts, irregular attendance and tardiness on the part of the
scholars. As the common schools are tlie source from which
the greater part receive their education, parents should strive to
make common schools what it is in their power to make them,
of a higher grade, and employ no teachers but those who are amply
qualified to instruct. Then let parents cooperate with the teachers
and scholars for the general good, that in the future it may be
said of us. by our children and our children's children, ''They
have done what the}' could."
DALTON.—James P. Stoxe.
A comparison of the year with previous years brings to light
the sad fact that the number of children is from vear to year
diminishing : fewer now than two years ago, and fewer then than
for two or three years previous. Some of the schools, small as
they are. would be smaller but for the fact that all are not in ses-
sion at the same time, so that quite a number of scholars go from
one district to another, attending two or more different schools.
Especially is this true of schools 2 and 9, which being in session
at different times, quite a number of the children attend first in
one district and then in the other. Now this is so far well, giv-
ing to some scholars more schooling than they can get in their
own district. But is there not a more excellent way? Why
should not such districts become one in fact? Why not unite,
build a comfortable school-house where all can come together,
and so have a better school and more weeks in the year? Fewer
schools and better is Dalton's great need : fewer and larger,
that they may be better.
Of the 121 scholars, as nearly as I can ascertain, there have
been in reading 121, in spelling 120, in writing 53, in arithmetic
$500,
30 Sirperintendenl'' s Report.
Those citizens holding tlie office of prudential committee in
the different districts during the past year have been, in general,
quite successful in the selection of teachers. To those who in
the future shall have this matter in their hands we would say,
Secure the best talent which your means will admit, taking care
to select, if possible, a teacher who is particularly fitted for your
school. We would also recommend to the parents and citizens
that the school-rooms be supplied with maps, globes, &c. The
rooms are much in need of these articles, which should be con-
sidered as indispensable as the teacher's desk. A little money
wisely expended would do much to elevate the standard of our
schools and increase the usefulness of the teachers.
DOVER.—GiLMAN Fisher. (Superintendent resigned near dose
of year.)
VENTILATIOX.
Few cities are enlightened enough to demand good ventilation
of school-rooms, and not many are enlightened enough even to
permit it. To have good ventilation costs money ; and to heat
any considerable part of out-doors, the people must put their
hands in their pockets and take out large handfuls of what they
esteem most dear. This they do not like to do ;—and I presume
that if Dover were to build a new school-house to-day, it would
not take the trouble, nor insist that the building committee should
take the trouble, to look up improved methods of ventilation, or
see what has been done elsewhere. Inseparably connected with
the subject of ventilation is the question of heating ; also the
question of janitors. To get a good janitor is more difficult
than to get a good teacher, just as to get a good sexton is more
difficult than to get a good minister, for the mone}' paid. I pre-
sume there are more lives lost every year in the city of Dover,
owing to the inadequacy of the heating of the school-rooms, than
were lost at the county farm fire a year or more ago. The fault
is not wholly, if at all, that of the janitors. His Satanic Majes-
ty himself could not keep some of the school-houses warm, with
the apparatus with which they are now provided. In the Wash-
ington street building, and in the two rooms, upper and lower,
on the north side of the Belknap, there is positive suffering every
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winter. The aniomit of monov paid for .salaries of teachers
during the time the schools are closed or ought to be closed on
account of the low temperature of the school-rooms, would pay
for another janitor, or suffice, in the course of a single winter,
to buy a new furnace, to say nothing of the waste of coal in try-
ing to make small furnaces do the work of large ones. Not a
dollar should be spent for ventilation until the adequate heating
of the school-rooms is provided for. We have now more venti-
lators (no less than four—two at the top and two at the bottom
—in a considerable number of school-i'ooms) than we make, or
can make, any use of. In extreme weather we have to keep them
shut in certain rooms, if not to keep from freezing, at least to
keep from suffering. To go into a school-room and find the
thermometer in the fifties, or even in the forties, and every pre-
caution taken to prevent the admission of cold air through open
doors or windows, is a matter of almost daily occurrence with
me in the winter time. If, at the close of a bad day, the pupils
in one of our inadequately heated and consequently ill-venti-
lated school-rooms could be turned out to mingle with the pupils,
say in Brookline, Mass., where in humane consideration for the
rights of the little ones more attention is paid to ventilation, a
stranger could pick out our children by the smell of their gar-
ments—teachers and superintendent too. Think of that, fellow-
citizens of the city of Dover !—your children known by the foul
odor emitted by their wearing apparel I—and, 3'et, not to make a
bad matter worse than it is, Dover is, I suppose, no worse off in
the matter of ventilation than the average towns and cities in New
England and the North generally. The fact of it is, the American
people are not yet waked up to the subject of school ventilation.
They do not think or care much about it. Only a few places
have taken any considerable pains to provide good air for the
children to breathe during their confinement in school hours.
Conspicuous among these places are Providence and Westboro',
Brookline and Everett, whose example is so timely and cour-
ageous that I am sure it needs only to be advertised to be followed
by a boom such that the most conservative and purse-bound
community cannot withstand it. I have never visited the Point
school, at Providence, R. I., but I know it boasts a superior, if
not a model school-building, in which the principles of ventila-
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tion have been scientifically attended to. At Westboro'. Mass.,
railroad heaters are used, one in each room, with a semi-circular
enclosure or shield within which the pure out-door air is admit-
ted through a flue under the floor. A stove of this kind should
be put into the ante-room on the upper floor of the Belknap,
north side. It would remove all dirficulties attending upon the
heating and ventilating of that part of the building, alleviate
the suffering borne, and stay the death rate. The ventilation of
certain school-buildings in Brookline is the boast of that cultured
city, and the secretary of the Massachusetts State Board of
Education endorses it with an enthusiasm and confidence which
leave no doubt as to its excellence. In Everett. Mass., there is
a newly erected school-building, as tasteful in design as conven-
ient and practical in construction, icith an open fire-place in each
room ! I think the daring of that building committee is equalled
only by their common-sense. It is the first act that costs. For
Maiden. Swampscott. and other places to foUow, as they talk of
doing, the example set them, is nothing : but to introduce such
an innovation requires a sublime courage and an independence
of convictions such as few possess. I would sooner be the
chairman of that committee, and be entitled to the credit of that
action, than to be sent to Congress from this district.
Cha>n'ixg Folso.m. Present Superintendent.
SALARIES.
The salaries of most of the teachers are now fixed by the week.
By making the salary a stated sum per year, ^'ou will keep in
your hands the power to change the length of the school year,
without any change in the expense. I am convinced, however,
that the length of our school year cannot be increased to the
advantage of the pupils. Though our 3'ear is shorter by some
weeks than that of many cities, the freshness and vigor which
pupils and teachers bring to the beginning of each term more
than compensate for the loss of time.
GRADED SCHOOLS.
The course of study needs revision, and it will receive my
early and careful attention.
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The importance of the lower classes entitles them to particular
attention in the selection of teachers. It requires as much tal-
ent, education, and teaching power to conduct the primary classes
successfully, as is called for in the grammar classes. There
should be but slight diflference in the salary of the two grades.
If the pay were equal, or nearly so. we might expect that success-
ful teachers would be more content to remain in charge of prima-
ry classes, and achieve distinction there, and that a condition of
stability would succeed the feeling of unrest and uneasiness that
now seems to take possession of many of the teachers about the
time of the annual election. Teachers with the training of a
good normal school are especially desirable for this grade.
UNGRADED SCHOOLS.
These schools, nine in number, vary in size from eight to
thirty-two pupils. The ungraded school has not shared in the
general progress that has taken place in educational matters
during the last quarter of a century. Twenty-five years ago the
composition of most of the rural schools through the state was
such as to try the metal of the ablest and most energetic of
teachers ; now these schools are composed of small children,
generally of primary grade. The smalluess of the salaries paid
causes frequent changes, competent teachers being desii'ous of
securing positions of a higher grade. I can see no way of
restoring them to the vigor of the old-time '• district school,"
except by paying such salaries as will secure and retain teachers
of ability and experience.
DUNBARTON.—Key. Luciax Haydex.
UNION OF DISTRICTS.
The consideration of our citizens is invited to the question,
whether the money which we expend on our schools would not
prove far more serviceable to our children if the number of our
districts were essentially reduced. For instance, let us suppose
that the three contiguous districts, No. 1, No. 7, and No. 11,
were united in one, with a school-house near the centre of the
three : evideutlv the twentv-five scholars in the three districts
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would then require the services of one teacher only. Thus the
expense of sustaining two extra teachers at $40 per month, and
of heating and repairing two extra school4iouses, would be avoid-
ed. Out of the $249.10 appropriated to these three districts,
the excess of $200 might lawfully be used to convey to and from
the school those scholars whose homes would be remote from the
school-house. Instead of giving to the scholars twelve weeks
only of schooling per year, as in District No. 1, or of seventeen
or eighteen weeks, as in the other districts, the $200 would give
to all the scholars nearly or quite thirty weeks of schooling
each year. After the union of the districts, this essential ad-
vantage would be gained with no increase of expense. With
some modifications, these remarks are applicable to other por-
tions of the town.
EAST KINGSTON.—John P. French.
At first thought, it may appear that the work of teaching in
our common schools is an easy one, requiring no great or supe-
rior qualifications in those who are appointed to teach. The
instruction to be given is so simple and rudimentary^ that it is
often thought the smallest educational acquirements are suffi-
cient to qualify one for the work. Need I say that such a
notion is a mistaken one, or that the reasoning upon which it is
based is very superficial and unwise ?
The common schools lay the foundation of education. Ac-
cording to the value of the superstructure should be the care,
skill, and thoroughness with which the foundation work is
performed. It should not be entrusted to rude and ignorant
bunglers.
The best education and the highest culture, joined to the
most conscientious fidelity' in applying them, are none too good
for this important work. We believe that all the principal edu-
cators of our country now agree that every teacher should have
a special preparation before receiving an appointment in one of
our schools. And by a special preparation, we mean instruc-
tion not only in the branches to be taught,— of course this
knowledge is necessary,—but instruction in methods of teach-
ing over and above this general knowledge of the subject.
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At the time of the establishment of the lirst normal school in
America by the late Horace Mann, it seemed to be the general
opinion that the teacher, like the poet, " was born, not made ; "
and there was even a prejudice against graduates of normal
schools, who introduced new-fangled notions about teaching
children to read words before the}' knew their letters.
Mr. Mann used to tell of a graduate of a normal school who
lost his situation, because, for lack of an orrery, he took his
largest boy and stood him in the middle of the floor to repre-
sent the sun, a small boy for Mercury, supplying the places of
the other planets by pupils of appropriate sizes, and when all
was ready started them in their revolution about the sun.
This method of converting his pupils into " heavenly bodies "
was looked upon by their parents somewhat as the little boy,
full of frolic and fun, regarded the popular Sunday-school hymn,
declaring that he did not " want to be an angel." It was pro-
nounced an innovation not to be submitted to, and the poor
teacher—no, the good teacher—lost his position. The normal
schools have now overcome prejudice, and it is now an estab-
lished fact that a trained teacher, other things being equal,
can produce results not to be obtained by the untrained.
We believe that character receives its permanent bias and
tone at a much earlier age than is generally supposed. Instead
of seeking for its determining causes in the period which stands
between the ages of fifteen and twenty, we locate them in that
which fills the space between five and fifteen. We wish, there-
fore, that the teachers of these little ones should impart to them
other instruction besides that contained in the text-books, and
that the}' should endeavor to educate in them the moral as well
as the intellectual faculties. How important it is that we em-
ploy none but good teachers, such as are really accomplished
and well educated.
The services of a good teacher can hardly be over-estimated.
A poor teacher is dear at any i)rice.
Dr. C'hanning said,—" It is more essential to the prosperity
of a school that it have a good teacher, than it is to the pros-
perity of a nation that it have wise and able rulers."
The law regards the teacher as standing in the place of the
parent in respect to certain things. We would have this idea
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of the law expanded, so as to embrace much more than dis-
cipline or care of the deportment of the pupil while in the
school-room or on the school grounds. Whatever of moral and
intellectual culture may be received by a child from a refined
and gentle parent, that we would have the children of our com-
mon schools receive from their teachers. Some of these chil-
dren come from homes where coarseness and profanity, vice
and vulgarity, are witnessed, instead of refinement and pure
speech. The defects of such wretched homes—the deficiencies
of rude and brutal parents—we would have supplied, when they
exist, in the school and in the teacher. Let not the childhood
of any of these little ones remain unblessed by what may be
called right parental influences. If they do not enjoy them in
reality at home, let them have at least the semblance of them
in the school-room, that the memory and power of them may
not wholly be absent from their lives.
EASTON.—Willis Bowles.
GENERAL REMARKS.
As schools depend for their prosperity on the efforts of all
who are interested in their maintenance, the parents should see
that their children are properly supplied with the authorized
text-books. In some schools the lack of these causes a great
number of classes for the number of pupils, which is a serious
drawback, as it gives so little time for each class.
A few maps in our school-rooms would be a great help to the
schools, and we hope the time is not far distant when each room
will be furnished with them.
It is earnestly recommended that the terms of school com-
mence early, the first term beginning in season to close as soon
as the first week in July, the second term beginning so that it
will close before the cold weather and bad roads make it very
difficult for small children to attend. These few suggestions
put in practice with the help of kind and competent teachers,
we may look for good advancement.
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ENFIELD.—Geo. F. Pkttenoill.
Some districts complain, because they have not more school
money, that they are compelled to hire cheap teachers, and can
have but short schools at best. Now I know of no way of meet-
ing such a case unless the voters of the town should think it
best to approi)i-iate a larger sum than heretofore for schooling.
Most of our schools have been good, some of them very good.
The conditions which make schools poor or good are the same
evei'vwhere. Their failures result from poor organization, insuf-
ficient appliances for teaching, or from the teaching itself.
These in their turn result from inadequate support and from
ineffective supervision. It is often said that the teacher makes
the school. True ; but the teacher is found or made by the
supervisor or agent of the district. An important duty of this
office is to seek the best teacher the market affords. he\\) him to
plan and organize, and to remove obstacles witliout and within.
It matters not whether he be called connnittee man, or superin-
tendent ; whether he be paid, or unpaid: his success or failure
in this kind of work will appear in the teachers and in the
schools. But. it may be asked, if the means are inadequate,
what can the prudential committee do? It will generally be
found that wherever there is good supervision the means are not
inadequate. Good management implies liberalit\' in providing
and economy in administering. But without the means to em-
ploy high-priced teachers, it becomes a far greater necessitv to
secure effective management.
How else are the children to be saved from becoming victims
to teaching which is based neither upon training nor experience?
I believe that most teachers do possess a desire to do right and
to benefit their pupils,—but no teacher can do scholars good un-
less they attend school ; and it is wrong, beside doing an injury
to the child, to withhold it from the school unless for the wisest
reason, and then censure the teachers for what they did or did
not do. How can that parent who never visits a school, never
converses with tiie teacher in regard to school matters, and
rarely if ever mentions school before his children, unless it be to
listen to their complaints of the teacher, and their accounts of
their wrong-doings and mischief,—how, I ask, can such a par-
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ent know much of the operations of his children while in school ?
They should be the last to pass judgment. If we would make
our schools the glory of our town, and institutions that our chil-
dren shall love, and which will give to them such knowledge as
will prepare them to act an intelligent part in whatever sphere
of life their fortunes may call them, we must watch over them and
treat them as liberally as we would any interest in which we are
directly concerned. Visit the schools often ; find out the teach-
er's method and manner of conducting a school ; ascertain
whether the school under his or her management is improving or
deteriorating. Labor is the basis of all success, not less in
teaching than in other pursuits. The best worker ordinarily is
the most successful teacher. The teacher should labor to com-
municate his instructions with ease, conciseness, and in the
most agreeable manner. If he would be appreciated by his em-
ployers, he must merit that appreciation by his own priceless
worth as a teacher. Many of the suggestions which I presented
one year ago have been carefully observed by most of the teach-
ers, and good results have followed. Many of our wise and
learned men believe our present school system wrong. And I
am of the opinion that within the next decade of years we shall
be called upon to decide whether we will continue the present
system or adopt some other, whether it])e the "town system," or
something .else. Let us study the subject carefully, that we
may decide wisely and intelligently, and in a manner that shall
be productive of the greatest good to our youth.
EPPING.—F. ^\. Spauldixo.
A STEP UPWARD.
The school year just closed has been marked by a step in the
right direction in educational interests ; namely, the action on
the part of the town toward the establishment, in cooperation
with the trustees of the Ladd fund, of a school of higher grade
than any previously existing in town. We trust the existence
of such a school will prove an impetus in the interests of educa-
tion, and inspire our youth to avail themselves of its advantages.
The school, as is understood, will be under the exclusive man-
agement of the board of trustees of Watson academv, who, no
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doubt, will make it a success. To be successful it will bt' neces-
sarv for our oldest and most advanced scholars tlirou.ohont the
town to attend it. This we think they can all easily do, with
effort of themselves and parents. May there be a just pride in
the institution, with a determination to make it lirst-class !
Our schools the past year have had an improved general av-
erage attendance of pupils over some preceding years, which fact
we note with pleasure, and would still urge parents and teachers
to secure further improvement in this direction. Some of the
causes which hinder the progress and success of a school, namely,
tardiness and irregular attendance, have been too operative in
some of our schools. Especially is this true of the grammar
school in District No. 1.
The teachers employed have acquitted themselves of their im-
portant trusts with credit,—some highly so,—and are justly con-
sidered superior teachers. We would advise a continuance of
their services in our schools. Four were inexperienced.
The registers of most of the teachers were properly kept, filled
out, and returned. In some there were mistakes and other evi-
dences of carelessness and neglect. In two registers important
questions were ignored.
The citizens of District No. 6 are to be congratulated upon
the improved condition and appearance of their school-house.
With lot enlarged, house moved back, painted, and repaired,
they now have one of the best and most attractive school-houses
in town.
We have observed that the dictionary is not sufficiently con-
sulted in the school-room. To aid a more frequent use of it,
we would recommend the purchasing of AYebster's Academic
Dictionary by the several prudential committees, for the use of
the teachers' desks in all the schools.
FITZWILLIAM.—Samukl Kkndall, A. R. Gleasox, Amos J.
Blake.
written composition.
The art of exi)ressing thoughts by words can l)e secured only
by constant practice ; and that practice may be commenced with
success and profit 1)y a majority of the pupils of the age of
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seven and eight years. As soon as children are able to write
script legibly, they are able to write compositions. At first only
a sentence may be required. The topic should always be within
the comprehension of the pupil, and one iu which they feel in-
terested. A small card picture presented to a young pui)il for
a subject of a composition oftentimes suggests an excellent
topic to write about. If the writing of comj)ositions has been
neglected by the scholar until he arrives at the age of twelve
or sixteen, it is usually the most unwelcome and perplexing of
school duties. With many, after arriving at those ages without
any previous experience, every expedient is resorted to to avoid
it. The reason why it is so distasteful is because such scholars,
having reached an age when conscious of inability to do prop-
erly what is required, they shrink from the attem[)t. In the
younger classes there should be a daily drill in the structure of
sentences, accompanied by suggestions and criticism on the
part of the teacher. This, of course, will impose much labor
on the teacher, but it is essential to success. The drill should
never be tedious : the toi)ics should be simple descriptions, and
full of suggestive incidents. In this way composition may be
made one of the pleasantest exercises of school-life.
OK-JKCT-TEACIIING.
We cannot too strongly impress upon the parents and teach-
ers the importance of object-teaching. We are strongly im-
pressed with the conviction that confining small scholars to the
text-book has a very bad influence, giving the pupil a distaste
for study which it often takes years to outgrow. True object-
teaching lays the foundation of thoroughness in the elementary
principles of education, and induces habits of care, minute ob-
servation, and implants in the young mind correct modes of
thought and reflection which will follow the pupil through life.
FRANCONIA.—Lydia E. Gould.
What our town needs is a graded school, wliich shall embrace
a primary school for the younger scholars, with books, appara-
tus, and teachers adapted to their peculiar wants ; witli a gram-
mar-school for the more advanced pupils, in which should be
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taught the ordinary and higher branches ; and a third and higher
grade, where the higher mathematics and languages could be
pursued, with other branches which would fit our youths for
business life. The advantages of such a school cannot be over-
estimated. Even though your children might have to walk two
or three miles, it would only better fit them for study when in
school, and add to their health and well-being generally. Per-
fect classification could be secured, for it would bring together
those of the same age who have a common interest ; and hence
would be much more profited than they can even be in a mixed
and unclassified condition. It would also enable school officers
to select teachers who would be especially fitted for each de-
partment. If the seven hundred and fifty-eight dollars, which
has been expended the past year in five schools, could have
been wisely expended in one and that a graded school, how
much greater the improvement I It always indicates an enlight-
ened patriotism in every town where the inhabitants are seeking
to elevate the standard of its public schools. Indeed, the town
schools should be the best schools in the state, for in them much
the larger portion of its youth must gather all the education
they are ever to possess. And how shall the object be secured?
I answer, special care must be taken to provide suitable school-
rooms, as well as teachers who have themselves received a
thorough education.
FRANKLIN.—E. B. S. Sanborn, Frank N. Parsons, E. G.
Leach.
A perusal of the various reports, made to the different towns,
reveals widely varying opinions as to the sort of suggestions
relative to schools that are useful. A type of one class is the
report that makes individual mention of every teacher in town
with remarks upon each, complimentary or otherwise,—and
very rarely otherwise. One who should seek to take a glance
at our school system b}^ an examination of this class of reports,
could not fail to be impressed with the belief that none but suc-
cessful teachers are to be found in New Hampshire. A type of
another extreme is the report which is simply a stilted essay
upon the advantages of education, or some particular method
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thereof, and which rarely, except in the statistical table required
by law, comes near enough to earth to enable the reader to
learn whether that particular town possesses any schools at all.
Neither of these meets our idea of utility. It cannot be useful
for the citizens of the town to be informed by us as to the per-
sonal history of individual teachers, or our opinion of them.
Our rule as to teachers has always been to employ no teacher
whose place we could supply with a better ; and our opinion
must therefore be that our teachers are the best we could secure
for the salaries we pay. Man}'^ of them could not be replaced
at largely increased salaries. Neither is it useful, as it would
not be respectful or appropriate, for us to attempt to inform the
town of the advantages of education and good schools. Still
less do the voters of this district need any words from us to
induce the making of liberal appropriations, or to spur an}- lag-
ging interest in the schools.
We have had two main objects in view in our work,—one, to
so arrange and systematize the course of study and instruction
that it might prove to the child's mind a continuous develop-
ment without halt or break ; and, second, to so join together all
the schools in town that the work in each might be harmonious
with that in all others, and each a part subordinate to the whole,
and to so lay out the work of every school that each teacher
might know exactly what a class should accomplish each term,
each week, and each day.
In our efforts to these ends we have been most efficiently
aided by the master of the high school, Mr. Robinson. To the
earnestness and zeal with which he entered into the work, and
to his executive ability and knowledge of practical teaching, is
due the success that has been obtained. To enable him to over-
see the work of each school, each teacher has weekly made a
report to him in writing, stating the ground covered by each
class, and the quality of each scholar's woi'k. These reports
are now on file in the high-school building, and are open to the
examination of any who desire to see them.
Once in two weeks a meeting of all the teachers has been held
in the high-school building, and the work of each school planned
and discussed.
Thus each school in town has had the advantage of the same
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personal supervision from Mr. Ro])inson ns those in the high-
school l)uil(.ling itself.
Esi)eci:il attention has been paid to the subject of writing
during the past year in all the schools, and with a most gratify-
ing result. A public exhibition has been made of specimens of
the work in this subject in all the grades. They speak for
themselves, and require no comment from us. The children in
the primary school begin to learn to write as they learn to read,
and no scholar has been allowed to give up the exercise, even
in the high school, until he has made a copy of some selection
in a legil)le manner to the satisfaction of the board, who have
given their personal attention to the subject. With a little care
and attention there need be no difficulty in the acquirement of
a good handwriting by every scholar who reaches even the
grammar grade. It can easily be made impossible for one to
do otherwise.
The selectmen made this year an enumeration of the school
children between five and fifteen years of age. If the number
reported by them is correct, we have on the school registers
every child between those ages in town. We can explain the
result only on the theory that some parents feared the num-
ber of their children was asked from the same motives that
pronq)ted inquiries as to the number of their horses and cattle,
viz., for taxation. A recent school report of the city of Man-
chester states a similar result from the like enumeration made
there by the assessors. AVe trust the enumeration will be made
again next year, and so closely, that we may know exactly the




No improvement has been made in any of the school-build-
ings. In some of the districts
" There might a more attractive site be found,
A more attractive building grace the ground,
Did pluck and jjublic spirit more abound."
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TEACHERS.
We still deplore the disadvantage which our schools sustain
from the present district system, in the frequent change of
teachers. Six weeks or even six mouths is a short time to fully
prove the worth of a teacher.
In order to have good schools we must have good teachers.
"The soul and life of tlie school reside in the teacher." We
may be able to ascertain their intellectual qualifications in the
few hours required for the examination of a candidate, but it is
only by seeing the result of that teacher's work in the school-
room that we are able to judge of his or her fitness foi' the work.
We desire that our children may be educated in the l)i-oadest
sense—morally, mentally, and physically ; that the whole nature
may be drawn out and developed. To this end a teacher should
be a person of broad and varied culture and high moral charac-
ter, with an enthusiasm and love for the work. A good teacher
should be a student,
—
" For little way his learning reaches,
W'lio reads no more than wliat he teaches."
It has been well said, what is to be sought is skill in suggest-
ing points of thought, in questioning so as to lead the under-
standing on the way, and in placing the subject of stud}' in a
variety' of lights and relations which may interest different
minds.
PARENTS.
As has been frequently said in former years, your visits to
the school-room stimulate the children and encourage the teacher.
By this means also you become acquainted with the methods of
teaching and with the character of the person under whose influ-
ence and instruction you place your children. Your words of
kindness and syini)athy are a potent force in elevating the stand-
ard of our schools.
DISCIPLINE.
This must be the joint work of parents and teachers. The
parents are solely responsible for the child's training during the
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first five years of its life. If this has been wise and judicious,
the child will come to school with at least the habit of prompt
obedience. Some maintain that the basis of the child's charac-
ter is laid during this infantile period. This may be true, as it
is generally conceded that character is moulded more by feeling
than by thinking. There should be mutual love and respect be-
tween pupils and teachers. Pupils should be taught self-respect.
This is a potent factor in developing the power of self-govern-
ment.
That boy was well taught who, vfhen asked why he did not
pocket some pears, for nobody was there to see, replied, " Yes
there was ; I was there to see myself ; and I don't ever intend
to see myself do a dishonest thing."
CONDITION OF DISTRICTS.
AYhile we believe we can truthfully report the average amount
of good work and progress in our schools as compared with
former years, we cannot say that we believe the greatest good
which might have been derived from the money expended has
been obtained. We believe the time has come when the old
school-districts should be abolished, or "the old lines rear-
ranged and the number of districts sufficiently reduced to pro-
vide the wa}' for a more judicious use of school money." If
even two districts could unite their forces there would be great
gain.
Hon. J. ^y. Patterson, State Superintendent of Public lu-
struetion. in his last report says,—"In almost every town there
are schools which should be united, and where, with such a
change, the present school-tax should furnish the children longer
and better schools, and pay for the transportation of the more
distant to and from school."
We have eight districts where the number of scholars in each
is less than twelve. The law provides "that in any district
where the number of scholars to attend a term of school is less
than twelve, at any legal meeting called for the purpose the
district may, by vote, authorize the prudential committee to pro-
vide for the attendance of the pupils at the schools of adjoining
districts, the selection of such districts to be approved by the
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school committee of the town, and said prudential committee in
such cases may appropriate a sum not exceeding ten per cent,
of the school money for the conveyance to and from school of
pupils living more than one and a half miles distant from school,
the remaining money to be divided among the adjoining districts
in proportion to the number of scholars who attend each dis-
trict."
The descendants of the pioneer settlers of the town should
have educational advantages more nearly approaching equality
with the children in the villages. How can our children other-
wise compete with the foreign element growing up in our cities
and villages? We should give this matter our candid consid-
eration.
GRANTHAM.—F. B. Perkins.
It is evident to your committee that the fault found with
schools is caused by jealousy, or ignorance of the facts concern-
ingthem. Notthat every school is perfect—far from it ; but with
the hearty cooperation of parents, the condition of schools would
be made more nearly so. There is too much of a disposition to
take sides with the scholars, ignoring the possibility of that
child's telling a very plausible story in reference to himself, and
laying the blame all on the teacher, when if the facts of the case
were known it would appear that the child was guilty of wrong-
doing, or breaking some regulation of the school, for which some
form of punishment would be demanded. Especially would pun-
ishment be necessary if moral suasion had been employed, and
the child still persisted in violating some established rule. Yet
there are many parents, notwithstanding all this, who side with
the child, and impress upon his or her mind the wrong idea that
a teacher has no riglits, that a teacher is liable for punishment
inflicted upon a child for wrong-doing, and many other erroneous
ideas which are equally absurd. When parents will cease to in-
still the spirit of insubordination into their children's minds, and
heartily unite with superintendent and teacher in endeavoring to
raise the standard of education higher, then, and not till then,
will our district schools reach that degi-ee of perfection which
will work the most advantage in enabling the youth of our town
to gain a practical education.
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The superintendent of public instruction urges the adoption
of some measure whereby the schools will be lengthened and
made more profitable. This he would do by uniting the smaller
districts to the larger. The town system is mentioned as a
practical way to accomplish this purpose. For the benefit of
those who are not familiar with this system, we subjoin the fol-
lowing, which gives the provisions of our statute upon the
subject
:
" Any town may at an}^ time abolish the school-districts there-
in, and shall thereupon forthwith take possession of all the
school-houses, land, apparatus, and other property owned and
used for school purposes, which such districts might lawfully sell
or convey. The property so taken sliall be appraised under the
direction of the town, and at the next annual assessment there-
after a tax shall be levied upon the whole town equal to the
amount of the whole appraisal ; and there shall be remitted to
the tax-payers of each district the said appraised value of its
property thus taken, or the difference in the value of the prop-
erty of the several districts may be adjusted in any other man-
ner agreed upon by the parties iu interest. Such towns shall
then be considered as one district, and shall have all .the powers
and liabilities of the same. Such districts, composed of the
whole town, shall, at their annual meeting, elect a board of edu-
cation, who shall have and exercise all the powers and duties of
superintending and prudential school committees ; and should
any such district neglect to choose such board of education, the
selectmen shall, on or before the twentieth day of April ensuing,
appoint such board."
—
General Laws, Chapters 86 and 87.
If objections are found to this system, some other method
should hv adopted. Let the smaller districts unite with the larger,
and have two (perhaps three) schools in town. The only ob-
jection to this plan Avould 1)e that scholars living in the back
districts would have quite a distance to travel. This they could
do with liut little inconvenience in tlie summer and fall, and in
the winter the parents ought to have sufficient interest in the
education of their children to "lend a helping hand," and see
that they are at school every day unless sickness prevents.
48 Superintendent''s Report.
AVe are aware that the subject of consolidation of school-dis-
tricts has been presented to your notice before. It was needed
then, it is demanded now, and action must be taken in the early
future from necessity.
GREENLAND.—Wm. 0. Junkins.
Our schools are gradually advancing. The work accomplished
this year will compare favorably with the preceding years.
Teachers and pupils have worked harmoniously together, and
the result of this mutual cooperation has been manifest to all
observers.
During the summer and fall terms the older scholars have
been obliged to assist their parents in pursuits outside of the
school-room. These absences, perhaps, cannot be avoided with-
out financial loss to the parents ; but I would suggest to the
parents that they carefully consider the irretrievable loss their
children are sustaining by this course. A moderate amount of
sacrifice on your part will result in leaving to your children a
legacy that cannot be computed in dollars and cents.
I trust you appreciate the paramount importance of a thor-
ough, practical, common-school education, and will endeavor to
give your children suitable instruction to meet the advancing
requirements that our competitive age demands, bearing in mind
the truthfulness of that oft-quoted axiom,
—
'"Tis education forms the common mind,
Just as the twig is bent the tree's inclined."
Let us I'emember that the term " education " means something
besides the acquisition of simple book learning. "Education
includes instruction, moral discipline, and the whole training
made use of for improving the mind and forming the character
and manners, and it belongs appropriately to childhood and
youth."
There is one serious drawback to the success of our schools,
and the hydra-headed monster looms up in every district : it is
the multiplicity of classes. I have given the subject careful
attention, hoping 1 might suggest a remedy that would prove
satisfactory to all concerned. To show the amount of labor
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<?xpeiided, the brief time tillotted to each class, I have requested
the teachers to give me in the aggregate the number of classes
they are obliged to hear during the six hours they are engaged.
In District No. 1, whole number of classes, 20 ; average time
allotted to each class, 18 minutes.
In District No. 2, whole number of classes, 22 ; average time
allotted to each class, 16 minutes.
In District No. 3, whole number of classes, 23 ; average time
allotted to each class, 15 minutes.
If you give this subject due consideration, you will perceive
that no teacher can accomplish what he desires in so short a
time. The only remedy I could suggest, and one, perhaps, that
would not meet with your approbation, would be for the advanced
pupils to assist the teacher in hearing some of the smaller chil-
dren recite. This subject demands attention and decisive action.
Tlie more advanced classes should receive double the attention
that has been given them.
PENMANSHIP.
To become a legible writer is within the province of every dis-
trict youth, the importance of which cannot be over-estimated.
The art of writing should receive a certain amount of attention
each day, until the muscles of the forearm and hand become sub-
ject to the will. Each scholar should be taught by blackboard
exercises as well as by copy. Each letter, its construction,
symmetry, and beauty of design, should be drilled upon sepa-
rately, until each scholar can give its component parts. The
old method of using the hand and fingers alone has become ob-
solete, and been supplanted by the combined movement and the
whole arm movement.
GREENFIELD.—A. N. Hardy.
We think we are not spending our money to the best advan-
tage, or receiving so much good from it as we might if some
changes could be made. We believe we should dispense with
two or three districts and enlarge the one in the village, and
then build a good, substantial house, one in which we might
have a graded school. Two good teachers could then instruct
i
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eighty or one hundred pupils, and the improvement would be far
greater. The trouble is, there are not scholars enough in some
of our districts to get up an interest. We know there would be
some disadvantages ; the greatest would be the distance some
would be obliged to go. We thiuk, if you will look at it care-
fully, you will see that the advantages far outweigh the disad-
vantages. We recommend the change^ and leave it for your con-





Much of the sucess of our schools depends upon the position
taken by parents and guardians respecting their children and
the school. Hearty cooperation with teachers gives them aid
and encouragement in their sometimes difficult task. They
should be sustained in their endeavors to maintain good disci-
pline, and to secure regular and punctual attendance. Without
these our schools cannot attain that high rank which they ought,
while the standard of scholarship must necessarily be low.
Some of our scholars have shown a punctuality in attendance
and a zeal for study worthy the imitation of every pupil in our
common schools.
HANCOCK.—Rev. Hervey Gulick.
EDUCATION OF THE YOUNG.
The education of the young is a matter which must deeply
interest every thinking parent and citizen. P^ducation is to the
mind what food is to the body. It is the appointed means by
which the mind of man, or rather by which man himself, con-
sidered as an intellectual and moral existence, attains his for-
mation and growth ; and here, as in other things, the initial
stage is all-important. In the morning of life, wlien the sensi-
bilities are unworn and tender, and the mind in all its i)owers is
awaking to full life and activit}', properly to call out and direct
its energies, clearly to lay open before it the elements of
knowledge, and deeply to impress upon it the love of truth and
order, demand a rare combination of qualities and attainments
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in the teacher. lu so ditticiilt u matter we are not to expect
perfection in any one, but we may, and we think ought to, ex-
pect from every one who assumes the responsibility of teaching
the young a love for the work, deep, moral earnestness of char-
acter, and a good if not thorough knowledge of the branches to
be taught ; and, as practice makes perfect, experienced teach-
ers, other things being equal, are much to be preferred. We
have had in our schools during the past year rather more than
the usual number of young and inexperienced teachers ; but it is
due to these young teachers to say that they all gave themselves
earnestly to the work, and for the most part showed good ca-
pacity, and were liked. On the whole, we think the results of
the school year very good. In the matter of text-books, the
only change made this year has been the introduction of the
Franklin arithmetic. A good, general map in each school is
still greatly needed ; otherwise they are fairly equipped for
work.
HARRISVILLE.—Rev. J. P. Chapix.
CLASSIFICATION, REGISTERS, MONEY.
We found a great variety of text-books in the schools, which
divided even small schools into many classes. For instance : in
one school of twenty-five scholars we found thirty classes.
Some of them recited twice a day, and only six hours for all the
recitations, from which must be deducted, at least, one half
hour for recesses, another half hour for the usual interruptions,
leaving only five hours to hear about thirty-five recitations, thus
affording less than nine minutes to each recitation. It is im-
possible to awaken in the pupils that degree of interest that
should be exercised by them, or give such a drilling in any study
as they should have. We do not recommend a frequent change
of text-books ; but could there be a uniformity of text-books in
all of our schools, it would add greatly to their success.
The i-egisters show that tardiness and irregular attendance are
practised by too many of our scholars. This is generally the
fault of the parents. They should remember that by this indul-
gence they encourage their children in bad habits. Unless the
parents send their children punctually and regularly, and co-
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operate with the teachers in sustaining order and deeonnn, our
schools will be of little value. We find here, as in other places,
that many parents are very anxious to have their children ad-
vance as fast as possible, and that the children are in a hurry to
get up into the higher classes, and to be freed from the restraint
of school at the early age of fifteen or earlier. A practical ed-
ucation cannot be acquired in this hurried manner. Your com-
mittee has endeavored to impress upon the mind of each scholar
the importance of mastering each branch studied, to the extent
that they should be able to use it in after-life.
Your committee of last year called attention to the want
of more maps, charts, globes, etc., in our school-houses. We
also call your attention to this deficiency, hoping that this want
may be supplied the coming year.
We also recommend that more money be raised for schools.
Although most of our schools are small, yet each scholar needs
just as good advantages as he would if his school were twice as
large. Then a good class of teachers could be employed, and
our schools made more profitable ; for a teacher is a very impor-
tant factor in a successful school. AVe would not ignore other
influences ; but, as Sheriden turned a rout into a victory, so a
good teacher will change a demoralized school into a successful
one. We have learned this by experience. A poor teacher
wastes time and money, but the value of a good one is beyond
the price of gold. The failure may not be for the want of
knowledge, but of executive ability. They cannot govern. The
rod is not an essential element in government, but a controlling
mind is. Every one has in view some object, the attainment of
which is called success. Wise men employ the best means in
their power to accomplish this end. The educator has his
ideal, that is, to make every child under his care a good and
useful citizen, to eradicate ignorance and vice, and to bring in
the era of knowledge and virtue. Any man may vote, and those
who can only extemporize their name, or make their mark, shape
the destinies of a nation. Alas ! for a nation whose voters can
neither read nor write. The children of to-day will be the sov-
ereigns to-morrow, conti'oUing the destinies of this republic. We
are laboring for this sovereignty.
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HAVP:RHILL.—Samukl T. Paok, Samukl B. Pa<;e.
I have in former years, in making report to you, endeavored
to show the close connection and earnest interest necessary for
parents to have in their schools respectively, if they desire their
children to attain excellence in knowledge, and to satisfv them-
selves that the money used for school purposes is not, as in some
cases, worse than wasted. Other committees have advised and
made like suggestions.
In looking over the school registers returned, I find only one
school, and that for only one term during the year, where the
parents have taken any decided interest, and shown it bv visit-
ing the schools. You expect the committee to report, and are
willing to hear what he has to say, and then express your opin-
ion without having once visited your school. You plead other
cares, other interests, and want of time, yet not a citizen in
town would place a colt or a pair of steers in the charge of an-
other person to be taught to work without seeing them often.
Why, then, do you leave your children, term after term, to the
care and instruction of an entire stranger, and never visit them?
"As the twig is bent the tree's inclined." Is it not your duty
to see that it is at least started right? An approving smile
from a parent does more to encourage teachers than a dollar a
week added to their pay. A visit to the school-house, and a
kind word occasionally to your child climbing the rugged steeps
of knowledge, will make the way smoother and easier. Sympa-
thy is what the teacher and children need to transform all the
hard schools. Can you not give it by your presence? Let us
think it over, and decide if we do not owe a duty to the teachers
and children, as well as they to us.
A mistaken idea of teachers is. that their labors and duties to
their employers are confined to a period of six hours each day.
Your whole time and attention ought to be given to the school,
and the one who so acts is alone faithful. The late hours of
teachers too often destroy the harmony and prosperity of the
school. Sleep is necessary to preserve an even temper and a
happy disposition. Without these, it is often ver}' easy to ac-
count for uneas}', fretful scholars, and poor schools.
I desire to repeat the suggestions contained in my last report,
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and repeated before. As district meetings may be called at
any time between tiie first of January and the fifteenth of
March, it seems that it would be very desirable that they
should be holden prior to the annual town-meeting, in which
case all the committees could be published with the report. I
also earnestly renew my last year's recommendation that the
several prudential committees so arrange their terms that the
winter term shall close upon the last Friday in February.
During the past year I have made upward of seventy official
visits, and have examined seventeen applicants for certificates
to teach, of whom I have licensed sixteen. I have had occasion
to dismiss one pupil, and to recommend the resignation of one
teacher, which reconnnendation was accepted. In districts
Nos. 9 and 11 there is imperative need of new school buildings,
if those district organizations are to be maintained ; but I
strongly advise such action as will relieve those districts of that
expense by uniting their territory to contiguous districts. I
am persuaded that a little reflection will satisfy the citizens of
No. 9 that it is not good economy to build a new school-house,
and employ an instructor for one or two pupils, as during the
past summer term, the wages and board of the teacher amount-
ing to more than it would cost to send the " school" bodily to
a first-class academy. And I am as w^ell persuaded that the
substantial union of Nos. 11 and 5 would be for the great ad-
vantage of both those districts, putting them upon such a foot-
ing that superior and more interesting schools would result.
HENNIKER.—James Fellows.
teachers' duties.
The discipline of the school-room is seldom endangered by a
pupil who has proper training at home. And now let me say
further to the parents, Encourage your children in their arduous
tasks : encourage them by your presence often in the school-
room ; encourage them by familiar explanations of their per-
plexing daily tasks. Let them know that you take a deep
interest in their success, and they will be inspired by your warm
symi)athy, and struggle on with new energy up the rugged hill
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of science. And, teachers, never for a moment forget the im-
portance of your calling, or the responsibility that rests ui)on
you in training and directing those under your charge. Their
3'oung and plastic minds are susceptible of almost unlimited
improvement, and on the training they receive at your hands
depends, in a great measure, the future of your pupils.
Most of our schools have been a success ; but in a few, from
various causes well known to citizens of the districts, they have
not been attended with the beneficial results which they had a
right to expect. To such let me say, Gain wisdom by the past,
and see to it that like difficulties shall not arise in the future.
Most of our teachers have acquitted themselves with credit, but
some have not done as well as we could have wished. It was
not for the want of the requisite literary attainments, l>ut for
the want of an aptitude to tearli,— in other words, to impart
their own attainments to others. They have in some cases
seemed entirely unable to comprehend the fact that the youthful
minds of their pupils are not sufficiently matured to see and
understand the abstract principles of science as well as them-
selves ; and consequently the pupil plods along in darkness
and doubt, making little or no progress, while a few simple
and lucid explanations, accompanied by familiar illustrations,
"would have removed the lion from their path, and opened up to
them the whole subject in a clear and intelligent shape, enabling
them to grapple with their studies with pleasure and delight,
rather than grope their way in despondency and despair.
Such teachers, no matter what their literary qualifications may
be, should never be permitted to enter a school-room. They
do not possess the indispensable requisites of successful teach-
ers. Some of our very best teachers have been those of little
experience and of only ordinary intellectual attainments ; while
those of long experience, and who have heretofore been reported
as succeeding passably well, have failed to show commendable
progress in their schools. Some of our teachers have confined
themselves too closely to their text-books, never permitting
themselves to depart from the questions there laid down.
Schools under their charge have generally been able to repeat
all the rules in their text-books from beginning to end, without
omitting the dotting of an i or the crossing of a t, but when
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questioned have failed to comprehend these rules, or explain
the most familiar pi'oblems under them.
Wq cannot urge too strongly upon teachers the imj)ortance of
oral explanations. It is far better to dropthe text-book entirely,
than to omit familiar and practical illustrations. Come down
to the capacity of the |)ui)il. and lead him on in an easy and
familiar way until light dawns upon his mind ; then one by one
the obstacles which have beset his path vanish, and he moves-
on with courage and cheerfulness to higher attainments.
HILLSBOROUGH.—John C. Campbell, Marcellus H. Felt,
Abel C. Burnham, Johx B. Sjirrn, DeWitt C. New-
MAX, Brooks K. Webber, Board of Education for District
No. 1.
The schools of this, the third year, under the direction of
the Board of Education, with B. S. Hurd, a. m., principal,
have in no respect retrograded, but the high rank attained dur-
ing the previous years has been fully maintained. Much credit
is due Mr. Hurd and his assistants for this satisfactory state of
affairs. Scholars have been thoroughh" instructed on one sub-
ject before taking up another, and the work of the last day ha&
been the every-day work of the term, any one having the priv-
ilege of questioning scholars upon any part of the work of the
term. It is earnestly desired and recommended by teachers-
and committee that parents and friends visit the schools often,
that they may judge the scholars and teachers by their conduct,
in the school-room. Outside rei)orts are usually unreliable.
The disposition of parents to allow pupils to stay away fromi
school on trivial excuses is a matter of much regret and annoy-
ance, for it not only results in loss to such pupils themselves,
but pupils two or three days behind their classes interrupt the
work of the whole class. Sickness sometimes unha})pily pre-
vents a pupil's attendance at school ; but generally a child able
to coast and play upon the street is well enough to attend
school. Again : parents should not interfere with the grading
or prescribed course of study, for the teachers and committee,
usually competent and imj)artial, having established the grade
and course of study, ought not to be expected or importuned tO'
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make exceptions in favor of any particular scholar unless for
physical or mental disability.
J. B. WiiiTTKJioKE, Committee for Town.
While the system has improved, the accommodations for
the village school have grown poorer as the village has in-
creased ; and what was suitable ten years ago is now wholly
inadequate. It is a fit subject for the Society for Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Children to investigate, when fift}^ children
from four to ten years of age are crowded into a room 15
by 24, which can be ventilated only by doors and windows
opening on the busiest street in town, filling the room with
dust and the noise of passers-by. Very little change has
taken place in the remaining districts, except that the fash-
ion of leaving the farm for the village has lessened the num-
ber of families until in some districts there are barely enough
scholars to answer the roll-call. In view of these facts, I
most earnestly advise the uniting of some of the smaller to
some of the larger districts, and the abolishment of No. 19,
which is a union of Antrim and Hillsborough, and has but one
scholar from this town, the Antrim members having been an-
nexed to the Branch. By making the changes suggested, a
great expense would be saved to the districts, as sooner or later
some of the houses will have to be repaired or fall down. Bric-
a-brac hunters would find something rare in the shelters that are
provided in which to educate the children of Hillsborough, for if
anything ever bore the mark of antiquity, and so ancient that it
cannot l)e disproved, it is these same school-houses. It is no
credit to a town that boasts of being the birthplace of a presi-
dent, governor, senator, and revolutionary heroes without num-
ber, and votes gratuities to railroads, that in not one single
district can there be found a decent blackboard, globe, or book
of reference, all of which are very necessary and should be
placed in every school, and could be procured for less than one
year's interest on the town's gift to a foreign corporation. Do
not understand me to say that I object to any measure that will
benefit the town : but while we are generous, let us be just.
It has been said that they who commence life's battle with an
active brain and empty pockets are better equipped than though
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they were possessed of untold wealth ;—therefore let us turn for
a little while from the pursuits of money-getting and see if we
cannot make some investments. in schools, right here in our own
town, that shall return us a better income than stocks or bonds,
if not in dollars and cents, at least in the satisfaction of know-
ing that we have furnished the foundation for a useful life to
all who may be fortunate enough to be pupils in the schools of
Hillsborough ; then, if their after life should prove a failure,
it could not be cliarged to the short-sightedness of the citizens
in trying to run their schools for the least possible outlay, re-
gardless of results. I wish every citizen of the town would
take this matter into consideration, and see if some plan may
not be devised whereby the schools may be benefited and the
town occupy that position in educational matters which its
honor and the advancement of the nineteenth century demand.
HINSDALE.—M. C. Dix, H. H. Hamilton, S. G. Abbott.
QUALIFCATIONS OF TEACHERS.
These qualifications may be divided into two classes, viz.,
natural and acquired. Neither alone can be successful.
There must be knowledge to impart, and ability to impart it.
Knowledge may be acquired from books and other sources ; but
the ability to impart it is a gift of nature, capable, indeed, of
improvement, but not to be, to any desirable extent, acquired.
Of these natural gifts common-sense takes the lead,—a just
estimate of the most common things, the sagacity readily to
perceive what is demanded, and what will meet the demand.
This faculty will develop itself in an aptness to read human
nature and detect the different types of mind ; in a versatility
of talent and expedients to awaken thought and enlist the in-
terest of all classes ; and in a facility for employing such meas-
ures as will govern and instruct with comparative ease. A dolt
may ask the stereotyped questions in the text-books, and secure
correct verbal answers ; but this alone, in a majority of cases,
will produce only fossilized scholars, fitted to a groove in which
they may possibly run very smoothly, but who will never be
qualified to meet the exigencies of practical life.
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There are many minds so sluoirish or so peculiarly constituted
that they can never he awakened by the routine of text-books,
but whose latent powers would respond readily to the same les-
sons drawn from familiar ol)jects of nature or providence.
The writer once asked a school who were drawling along in a
lesson on the geography of Vermont, if they ever saw the Green
IMountains. Not a hand was raised. " Would you like to see
them ? " Every hand was up, and the tii-e began to be kindled.
" Stand, then, and look out of the windows ! " All were in-
stantly on their feet. ''These are the Green Mountains all
around you." The enthusiasm was intense, and geography to
these children was no longer a bore.
Couple with this gift intense earnestness, and you have the
two grand natural qualifications of a successful teacher. By
this is not meant great bodily exercise or boisterous language,
but a positiveness. directness, and enthusiasm which beam from
the countenance and sparkle in the eye, and send an electric
shock through all the school.
The scholars, in this respect, will be just what their teacher
is. If the teacher is a drone, the scholars will be drones ; if
the teacher is alive, the scholars will be alive also.
Without these qualifications learning can never make a good
teacher; and with such a deficiency, one had better seek other
fields for life's work than the school-room.
TOWN SYSTEM.
Your committee most earnesth^ recommend the substitution
of the town system for the district system of schools, as condu-
cive to the most ample privileges of the scholars and the great-
est economy in finance. In the outlying districts the number
of scholars is very small. One teacher oould instruct a number
of these schools, or even all of them if they could be brought
together, as well as two, three, or five teachers can, and even
better do justice to them. The system is less complicated than
the present, and would save much labor and perplexity in the
general oversight of the schools, and be a saving of expense
that will more than pay all the cost of transporting scholars to
and from school, if such service should be required.
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CIIARACTEK.
It is often said, and with trutli, that " knowledge is power ;
"
yet knowledge without jji-incii)le to regulate it may be a power
for evil. It is very important that our youth should early
receive such moral training as shadl make it safe to give them
knowledge. The teacher, by precept and example, should teach
morals. Parents should enforce upon their children the neces-
sity of a good character. Officers of our schools are justified
in demanding of the pupils a strict observance of all princii^les
of morality. This is necessary for the individual good of the
pupil, his intluence ui)on other pupils, and upon society in after-
life. Each child has a conscience which should be so enlight-
ened and educated that it will rightly direct him. Let the
teacher appeal as often as may be to the pui)irs conscience. In
many ways this can be done, and it is a duty which he owes to
those under his charge.
Education in its broadest sense is the development of the
whole being. It comprehends the development of the physical,
mental, and moral natures. By so much as either one is neg-
lected, by so much is there a great deficiency.
On the part of the student there should lie great etfort to estab-
lish a good character. It requires but little observation to be
convinced that they who are controlled by right principles and
live worthy lives have the highest success, and will in the end
be the most efficient. Wealth without a good name is of but
little value. The wise man gives a true jiroverb for all time,
—
" A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches." Po-
sition without a good reputation is not to be desired. A good
education even is of little account without character.
Early life is the time to lay the foundations of a good char-
acter. Let the pupil, therefore, be honest with his associates,
teachers, officers, and parents. Deception practised in youth
may become the rule of action for the whole life. Let him cul-
tivate purity of thought and life, and tiie obscene jest will never
poison his breath. He should rigidly abstain from all profanity.
The blasphemous oath should never pollute his tongue.
He should also be courteous to all. True politeness is ex-
pected of our youth, and it is a virtue that will be of value.
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Be courteous to others, and, as a rule, thev will ])e to you. It
is not necessary to say there are many temptations in the world.
They who resist them most begin early. To yield to them is
yery dangerous. They who are successful in resisting them,
who establish a good character and secure a good education,
will lind positions of usefulness and success. Spheres of use-
fulness are now open to them. They are indeed wanted.
HOLLJS.—L. Abbot.
Lessons in singing have been given in the two schools of No.
1 by the teachers—an exercise attractive in the school-room, and
giving an opportunity for learning to sing not easily obtained
elsewhere. By the efforts of the first class in the high school,
aided by their friends, chemical apparatus has been obtained
for use in experiments.
Some of the graduates of this school, with other young peo-
l)le, have presented the sum of twenty dollars to purchase books
for the school library. Among the books bought were Encyclo-
pedias for Young People, copies of which would be desirable
in any district school. Books of reference from the town
library also have been used by some teachers and pupils. The
value of such books in our schools can hardly be overestimated.
With them the pupils form the habit of looking up subjects for
themselves, and thereby acquire the power of thinking and
forming judgments of their own from an actual knowledge of
facts. Our schools are designed not so much to communicate
information, as to give a taste and desire for investigation, and
that ability to take up the practical duties of life which comes
from the exercise of all the mental powers.* The school-life is
too short for the acquisition of much knowledge ; but the habit
of study once formed always remains.
"With the utmost care it is sometimes impossible to obtain
experienced teachers in our ungraded schools. If it becomes
necessary to em])loy one young and inexperienced, the parents
should take especial care to see that their children are respect-
ful and obedient. I wish also to emphasize the duty of par-
ents and guardians to visit the schools, and show to the teachers
and pupils by their occasional presence that they are interested
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in them and their daily work. Exercising such thoughtfulness-
and care, the youth of our community will be encourged in their
efforts, and we may confidently anticipate for them lives more
useful, noble, and complete.
HOOKSETT.—Geo. A. Robie.
GENEKAL REMARKS.
We have been pleased to notice that most districts have man-
ifested a desire to secure the services of those teachers whom
they have proved, and in many instances they have been suc-
cessful. We think the same teacher will accomplish much more
in the same length of time in a school after having taught one
term, than if a stranger to the capacities and attainments of the
scholars : hence the second, though a shorter term, may be quite
as profitable as the first, with the same teacher ; besides, in
changing teachers, if possible, you risk getting a poorer one>
We feel that it is proper for us to suggest that we believe it is
for the best interest of all to retain teachers who have well and
faithfully performed their duties for more than one term. It
has been a pleasing feature among the schools in town this year,
that at the closing examination of each term quite a goodly
number of the citizens, friends and parents, and especially
mothers, were in attendance. We hope this practice will in-
crease more and more.
It has been one of the most difUcult labors of your committee
to keep that part of the school arrangement relating to text-
books in its proper place. Owing to the increased number of]
authors of the prese'nt da}^ we find it hard to decide which of the
many text-books in use are best adapted to our schools. We|
are flooded with book agents, pamphlets and circulars of aW]
descriptions, each showing the merits of their works and the
demerits of those in use, and urging the necessity of a change ^
but we have deemed it best not to make anv change, only in one
or two instances where we thought it was absolutely necessaryl
that a change should be made.
Your committee is happy to mention the visit of Hon. J. W.
Patterson, Sup't of Puljlic Instruction, whose visit to two of
1
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our schools, though short, was full of iustructiou. The gratifi-
cation of the committee, teachers, and schohirs was no greater
than the satisfaction expressed b}' him in the general appearance
of our schools. Mr. Patterson, having had long experience as
a teacher, can at once read the character of a school. His visit,
so profitable to us, will long be remembered. The public lec-
ture in the evening, although not so well attended as we could
wish, was highly appreciated, and the theories advanced were
such as to meet the views of all who have the welfare of our
common schools at heart.
We have for a long time been of the opinion that the present
sj'stem of distributing the school money is unequal, and tends
to deprive a large number of our children of an education which
they otherwise would have did they not happen to live just over
the district line, and in a district where there is only money
enough to have a good school for about eight weeks in a year,
and with ever}- prospect that the sum apportioned to such dis-
trict will be less in the future. We are of the opinion that the
best way to remedy this matter is for the town to abolish the
district S3'stem entirely, and place the whole school arrangement
in the hands of a competent school board, whose duty it shall
be to have the entire charge of the schools and the distribution
of funds appropriated for school purposes. Or, if this change
cannot be brought about, there is another way by which it can
be remedied in part, and one which we should favor ; and tliat
is for some of these districts that have but a small amount of
money uniting with those that are well supplied with school
funds. This could be done by No. 7 forming a union with No.
4. We can see but a slight objection to this union. To be sure
it would necessitate some travel for the scholars in No. 7 to
attend the village school, but there are ample accommodations
for them, and the benefit they would derive will pay them for
their labors. These suggestions ma}^ seem a little extravagant
to some ; but what we wish to see, and we trust the time is not far
distant, when we shall see it, is, that all the scholars in town,
regardless of where they may live, shall be on an equality, one
with the other, in receiving the benefits to be derived from the




Two districts, Nos. 1 and 8, had no summer term in conse-
qnence of paucity of numbers (two and three respectively), and
some others were quite too small to generate that amount of
life, emulation, and enthusiasm which is so indispensable to suc-
cess, and which we expect and are accustomed to see in larger
schools. Is there a remedy? I know of but one, viz., consol-
idation, or reduction of the number of our school-districts. And
yet it is more than probable that the project will l)e regarded by
many as irrational and visionary, and that even an incidental
allusion to it should be avoided.
Our town is divided into ten school-districts, whereas there
should be but possibly six or seven. It must be obvious to all
that with a less number of districts, the amount of money re-
maining the same, we could have better school-houses, more
efficient teachers, longer schools, and consequently better schol-
ars. The only objection that can plausibly be presented against
the diminution is the inconvenience to which a portion of the
scholars would be subjected in reaching the school-room. This
objection has generally quite an unwarranted influence. The
great desideratum with many is, apparently', to be located near
a school-house whether there is to be a school in it or not. Some
parents seem to be willing that their children should travel a
mile or more to a. poor school, while they cannot possibly endure
the thought of a slightly increased distance and have the advan-
tages of a good one.
Our school registers annually show that those who reside
nearest the school-house are by no means the most constant and
punctual in attendance, or most diligent and successful in their
studies. Are they more healthy? Ask the ruddy, blithesome
lads and lasses who reside in the most remote sections of our
districts, and who are often obliged to endure the scorching sun
of summer, and brave the snow-drifts and fierce whistling winds
of winter.
Children attending school require much exercise. Without it,
while they are cultivating and improving their intellects, they
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are often planting the germs of disease, injuring their licalth,
the choicest of life's blessings.
"We trust the rising generation will give this matter due con-
sideration, even if ignored and neglected by their fathers ; for it
is seemingly of first importance, and not liable to be overesti-
mated, the district system being, as now constituted, the great
obstacle and nightmare of all true progress.
Having good, well furnished school-houses, and children in
sufficient numbers to have a well arranged and properly classi-
fied school, we then need a teacher., one who possesses the nec-
essary literary qualifications, the ability to govern, the talent to
impart instruction, the requisite industry, the agreeableness of
manners, and that moral character befitting an instructor of
youth. The labor and responsibility of obtaining such under
our present regime devolves on the prudential committee, a po-
sition requiring patience, good judgment, and keen discrim-
ination.
Our schools the past year have been at least ordinarily suc-
cessful. Teachers were generally wisely selected, several of
them of culture and experience, having correct, well defined
ideas of their work, and, best of all, manifesting a cheerful will-
ingness to do it.
The recognition of the doctrine that education should consist
in the development of the faculties rather than in the mere ac-
quisition of kno\vledge, is more and more insisted upon by prac-
tical thinkers, and beginning to be realized and taught by our
best teachers. It is a simple and plain statement of fact,
although it may appear a paradox, that a man may be well edu-
cated, and yet know little or nothing. The best intellectual or-
ganism is not that which has been most heavily charged with
information, but that which possesses in the highest degree the
faculty or power of finding facts at pleasure, and using them
logically and with, prompt ability. A ready wit, in the true
sense of the term, is incomparably better than a loaded brain.
The object-teaching which is fast becoming a leading feature
in our system of education, the familiarity with things and ideas
rather than with their printed conventional signs, which is
taught, will have an effect upon the mental habits of one's en-
tire life. As a result, in the coming generations there may be
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expected a readier comprehension of new ideas, a more lively
spirit of inquiry and public discussion, a keener perception of
what is honest and solid, a less charital)le toleration of words
which do not clothe ideas, a decreased demand for "glittering
generalities," and a quicker perception of the vulnerable points
of any scheme or doctrine, whether it relates to popular govern-
ment, social science, or household economy and the ordinary
business of life.
It is a common mistake in life to suppose that a fine educa-
tion unfits for the common walks of life. Any man can handle
a hoe better for knowing something of mechanics ; any girl can
cook a breakfast better for knowing something of chemistry.
We cannot educate one faculty without developing them all.
In the work of the school there are two modes of dealing witli
the brain : it can be stored with information, or strengthened in
its functional operations. True education consists in the devel-
opment of brain power in accordance with the laws of its activ-
ity, and is simply and always a discipline in spontaneous self-
exertion. In the attainment of this object the engineer of the
educational machine has very little to do. The office of the
teacher is important, but it consists in encouraging, inciting,
and aroxising the pupil to pint forth his own efforts; and when this-
is most effectually done, the result is not of that conspicuous
kind that is suitable to make a showy impression at an exam-
ination or public parade. As- a rule, too, intellectual develop-
ment is physical development. By refining and strengthening
the nervous system, we give power of recuperation to the whole
body. The war statistics show that delicately bred college boy&
stood the hardships of camp and field and hospital better than
roughs, whether from the wild woods or the large cities.
The first problem in all education is to awaken an appetite in
the pupil : many teachers only succeed in awakening clisgKst. One
man can lead a boy to school, but a whole faculty cannot make
him learn. Many a possible musician has been spoiled by
compelling her to drum mechanically on the piano an hour or
more a day before she has learned to love music. Read one
page or chapter of some interesting and instructive work to your
bov, and tell him that when he has learned to read he can finish
the book for himself.
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If a man knows that there is a view to repay him wlien lie has
climbed the mountain, he will not only endure, he will even enjoy.,
all the fatigue and privation of the mountain climb ; but he
must be a rare man who will clamber its rugged sides for the
fun of clambering, with no hope of reward when he reaches the
summit. The best teacher is not necessarily he who knows the
most, but he who has most skill in exciting the languid appetite
of his pupil to know.
Let us educate men to be men ; that is to say, strive to de-
velop every power and faculty, that the}' niay, thus prepared,
be able to turn their hand to anything, and find their education,
not a shining blade without a handle, but a " good tool held ia
the firm grip of character."
Permit me to say that more than forty years have elapsed
since I first attempted to perform the duties of a teacher in Dis-
trict No. 7 of this my native town.
The small, square school-house, the old fashioned fire-place
with its huge back-log, the large pile of green wood twelve to
fifteen feet in length, which the boys, by repeated whacks and
regular turns, were expected to prepare ; the large, square pen
or desk for the teacher ; the four rows of seats, firmly fastened
to an inclined plane of forty or more degrees, with one central
aisle which was too often utilized as a sliding rink, and not un-
frequently to the dismay of the smaller pupils, as evinced by
the bitter outcry and bumps upon their craniums ; the inconven-
ience of passing or blundering behind the backs of their fellows
to get to their respective seats ; the long class that were obliged
to stand and face the scorching heat of the fire, protecting them-
selves as best they could with handkerchiefs and books,—make
the changes perfected in school architecture, facilities and modes
of teaching, since that comparatively short period, peculiarly
impressive. Would that all the young people of the present
day could fully appreciate the noble and exalted privileges so
freely and bountifully vouchsafed to them by the liberality of
kind parents and a progressive age.
JAFFREY.—H. D. Upton.
By special request of your superintendent, more than usual
attention has been given to the subject of j^enmanship, and in
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many schools very marked improvement has been made. It is
firmly believed that this subject should be treated as one of the
most important in the common schools. No man can carry on
business successfully unless he can write easily and rapidly, and
no man should engage in business until he can write legibly., for
the time of other business men is too valuable to be wasted in
puzzling over the hieroglyphics of those who neglected to learn
to write in the common schools ; moreover, a situation in any
capacity where writing and figuring are even occasionally neces-
sary is entirely out of question for a young man or woman who
cannot write a fair hand with some degree of ease and rapidity.
Your superintendent firmly believes that the interests of our
schools demand a few radical changes. The " district system"
ought to be abolished at once ; the primary schools need not
then be greatly altered, except in a few cases to slightly decrease
the number and increase the size of the schools.
The schools in No. 2 should be carefully graded, and pupils
from all parts of the town admitted to the grammar depart-
ment without charge for tuition. Your superintendent has given
this matter careful consideration, and believes that under the
plan suggested much better results could be obtained than under
the present system, without increased expense.
The amount received from the Literary Fund should be added
to the income of the Conant Fund, which would then allow of
three full terms of high school per year, thereby greatly increas-
ing its efficiency, and at once remove the present necessity of
crowding the higher branches into our district schools in No. 2.
This again would remove what is now a fruitful source of dis-
cord between the trustees of the Conant school and this district.
KEENE.—Gaki>ner C. Hill.
All the schools have made commendable progress. Teachers
have generally proved themselves able and faithful, and they
have had the sympatliy of the parents. It is always very desir-
able that parents and teachers go hand in hand in all matters
pertaining to the discipline of pupils and the regulation of school
affairs. It is more difficult to obtain teachers who are good
disciplinarians and can govern a school judiciously, than to find
those of the required literary attainments.
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A great mistake in many schools is, that schohxrs are allowed
to advance to a new snbjeet before a previous one has been
understood. Progress is measured by surface rather than by
solid measure.
Tlie aim is, to pass over many pages to get through the book.
This haste is fatal to all true progress. And further, the
knowledge of scholars consists too much in words ; ideas are
too scarce. The remedy : learn the meaning of words, their
proper uses, and the method of combining them into sentences.
Some means should be taken to furnish every school-district
with a little school apparatus, as outline maps, charts, and
globes.
The blackboards in many of the school-houses need to be
smoothed and repainted, or, what is better, replaced by a suit-
able hard finish, blackened in the composition, making a smooth
and durable surface.
The blackboard should be used not only in the study of arith-
metic, but also of geography, of spelling, of grammar, of writ-
ing and drawing, and by supplying an agreeable relief from the
confinement of the desks—a valuable auxiliary in the disci-
pline of the school.
Union District.
Rev. Cyrus Richardson, Chairman of Board of Edvcatioti
PRIMARY and secondary SCHOOLS.
Special attention in these departments has been given to
reading, with an attempt to make the pupils speak distinctly,
and to know the meaning of the words used, and to give in their
own language the ideas contained in the lessons read. An
effort has been made, also, to secure accurate spelling. In
many schools marked progress in these directions is ai)parent,
teachers having cheerfully responded to suggestions from their
committee.
We notice that some registers show in their list of visitors a
fair proportion of parents. This is as it should be. The pres-
ence of fathers and mothers in the school-room greatly encour-
ages l)oth teachers and pupils to thorough work.
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We are constrained to call attention to the fact that there is
a growing tendency on the part of parents to hnrry their children
through the primary and secondary schools. It is wiser to allow
them to advance slowly from grade to grade. Girls, and some-
times boys, of nervous temperaments and quick perceptive fac-
ulties, are anxious to get into the higher departments as soon as
possible, but their rapid progress is often at the expense of
ph\^sical health. Not infrequently parents and pupils too late
regret the folly of their ambitious course.
LACONIA.—C. F. Stone, /or the Board, District No. 1.
The graded system is thought by some to be a hindrance to
scholars of more than ordinary capacity. It may have that
tendency, if strictly adhered to ; but we do not wish, by any
means, to retard the progress of those who have the ability and
disposition to advance more rapidly than is indicated by the
course laid down, which is perhaps long enough for the average
pupil of average ambition. While we are willing to promote
those who can pass the examination required, we would not ad-
vise any promotions except for real merit, believing promotions
without good grounds to be injurious to the schools, and espe-
cially to the parties promoted. We regret the necessity of hav-
ing to make frequent changes in teachers from any cause, as we
believe the continuous labor of good teachers in the same
school is advantageous to the best interests of our schools, as
thereby no time is lost in becoming acquainted with the scholars,
with the course of studies, and with the general course pursued.
AVe are glad to be able to say that there will be no change of
teachers for the spring term.
The examinations, at the close of the several terms during the
year, have been in a good degree satisfactory, and have reflected
credit upon both teachers and pupils. They have shown a de-
cided advancement in the studies pursued. There has been a
very marked improvement in the lower or primary grades iu
penmanship, as also in some of the higher schools. We believe
the course especially taken for the past five years in the primary
schools, of allowing small children to work at the blackboards,
writing their own names, and short copies set by the teacher,
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.•also ill making fiouros and drawing from pictures wliicb they
find in their books, or from designs placed upon the boards l)y
the teacher, to be very beneficial. It changes their position
and gives them rest, while at the same time they are becoming
familiar with the forms of the letters and figures, and learn their
•combinations in forming words and expressing numbers. We
notice some of the children in the primary schools write a re-
markably neat and even hand, that would be a credit to pupils
of a more advanced age. This is encouraging to all, and if they
continue through all the grades of our schools they will be well
fitted for all ordinary pursuits in life. In some of the schools
map-drawing has been taught, and we have noticed some very fine
drawings upon the blackboards of different countries, exhibiting
a degree of taste, accuracy, and neatness very commendal)le to
both instructors and pupils. AVe believe there is no better way
to fix in the minds of scholars the general outlines of the differ-
ent countries, with the location of their principal features, such
as mountains, rivers, cities, and towns, than by drawing maps,
and marking their respective locations.
We feel that there is one branch of education to which more
attention shouldbe given, and that is vocal music, which is as much
neglected in our schools as in the village generally. We cannot
expect of our teachers that they sliould be competent teachers
of music, as well as of the ordinary branches taught in our
schools. There should be a teacher that makes this branch a
specialty, to give instruction commencing with the rudiments,
spending a specified time in each school every week. We think
that it would be a profitable investment of a little money, and
would add much to the interest of our schools, and be very ben-
eficial.
There is one matter that we regret to have occasion to men-
tion. There has been some complaint in regard to one of our
schools, some of the pupils claiming that the}' did not like the
teacher ; and especial pains have been taken to ascertain, if pos-
sible, the cause, if any existed, of the dislike, and no valid rea-
sons have been given. Now we attribute this state of things to
several causes, for none of which the teacher seems to be re-
sponsible. It will sometimes hapi)en, from one cause or another,
that a vacancy occurs in our list of teachers, and some one must
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be procured to take the phice. It maybe that the former teacher
has been a favorite with the pupils, and perhaps one that has had
favorites among them, which will always cause troul)le in the
end, especially if it is an open favoritism. The pupils have a
right to lament the loss of a teacher to whom they have become
attached, and we would not deprive them of this right if we
could ; but that should be no cause for a demonstration of dis-
like towards the one who takes her place, as she is in no way
responsible for the vacancy, and if she is faithful and impartial
in the performance of her duties, she should have tlie resjiect, at
least, of her pupils. Simple justice demands this, and the com-
mon good of all demands it also. We think that in all such
cases parents should act with great caution, and consider well
the whole matter before allowing themselves to indicate in any
way that the teacher is at fault. Great injustice may sometimes
be done by an unguarded word, or by a too hasty conclusion.
The pufjils in our schools generally are not mature men and
women, and are apt to be outspoken in regard to their likes and
dislikes. It is not in their nature to like to be curbed in their
desires, and teachers who require a wholesome obedience will,
perhaps, at first incur the displeasure of their pupils, but with-
out it our schools will fall far short of what they should be ; but
" a word to the wise " is said to be sufficient.
LANDAFF.—J. E. Hall.
GOOD ADVICE.
In presenting my report of the condition of our schools during
the past year, it is gratifying to me to be able to represent
them in a comparativel}' prosperous condition. We have been
fortunate in securing the services of competent teachers, who
have discharged their duties faithfully, and generally to the sat-
isfaction of our people, and with a fair measure of profit to our
schools. My criticism in regard to the condition of the registers
last year resulted in an earnest endeavor on the part of the
teachers to have them proitcrly filled out, and the result is a de-
cided improvement, although a few mistakes now and then
have crept in.
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No cases of insubordination on the part of the pupils have
been reported to me, and I think none have existed. Teachers
shouki exercise sound judgment, and some degree of forbear-
ance, in inrticting- punishment for trivial offences. It is, many
times, better to let trifling and thoughtless breaches of discipline
pass unnoticed, or with a word of re^)roof. But when wilful
disobedience or neglect of duty renders punishment necessary,
let it be of such a character that the pupil will not easily forget
it, and that no second instalment will be necessary.
I trust prudential committees will excuse me if I say a word
in relation to the care of the school-houses. With one excep-
tion the houses are comparatively new, and a credit to the town.
Most of them were originally painted and papered, and pre-
sented a neat and attractive appearance inside as well as out-
side ; but now the paper is becoming badly defaced and torn,
and in some cases the plastering is off in large places, which
must of necessity admit a draft of cold air, and become a fruit-
ful source of discomfort and illness to the scholars. The law
allows five per cent, of the school money to be used for such
purposes, and I think committees are fully justified in using
such portions of this as may be necessary, even to the whole of
it, in keeping the school-rooms in })roper repair. Let them be
repapered, and, if necessary, repainted. Let the recitation-
seats be replaced by new ones where the old ones have become
worthless, and then insist that the scholars shall be as careful about
defacing the house or furniture as they would be in your parlors
at home. Habits of neatness and carefulness are as essential a
part of the education of our youth, as are the principles evolved
from the text-books.
I still find too many marks of tardiness and absence in the
registers. Thirteen scholars were absent from school, on an
average, every day of the winter schools. This should not be so.
The duty of parents toward their children in matters of educa-
tion is a sacred one, and cannot be too conscientiously discharged.
"With many of us, a well stored and disciplined mind is about
the only capital we can furnish them with to commence life's battle
for themselves, and, if we could do more, no amount of " filthy
lucre " would compensate them for the lack of these. Let me,
then, renew the suggestions of last vear, that we ought to be
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extremely careful how we allow trivial* matters to afford ex-
cuses for absences from schools. We, with our maturer minds,
and in the light of experience, can appreciate the disadvan-
tages arising from frequent absences and tardiness, but they
will only realize them when too late for the remedy. Much has
"been accomplished in this direction already, but I shall be satis-





Among the frequently recurring questions which demand the
consideration of the guardians of youth in Lee are these : What
is the object of our public schools, or the great end to be accom-
plished by them ? What defects characterize our present meth-
ods ? What measures can be adopted to improve our schools ?
To all persons who do not fancy that perfection has already
been realized, these are ever fresh and vital inquiries.
The answer to the first is brief and comprehensive, viz., to
enable the young to live right. In order to do this they must
be properly governed and thoroughly instructed. A right life is
what we should aim to fit children for, and, though we fail to
achieve itfully,we should look towards itas steadily as the needle
points to the pole. To the second question various answers
might be given. The first is a deficiency in the qualification of
teachers. (There cannot be a good school without a good
teacher.) The chief cause of this is the temporary employment
and insufficient ivages of teachers.
We would mention, also, the want of efficient supervision. Can
it be expected that a school committee can arrive at any accurate
knowledge of the condition or advancement of a school in two
or three hours spent in hearing hurried recitations? Should com-
mittees take it upon themselves to spend a day with each school
at the commencement and close of each term, they would prob-
ably find themselves in advance of public opinion.
Our district S3'stem degrades our schools. It is so unjust in
the distribution of the school money that the residence of a child,
in a small district or a large one, determines whether he shall
receive nine or thirty weeks' school in a year. Of the $902.27
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raised in Lee the \K\st year for the supi)ort of common schools,
the children in one district iiave the benefit of $li)r).K5, and in
another of only $5"j.04. Is there not a better way of distribu-
ting the money? As the districts are formed by the town, either
by vote (an expression of opinion) or by a board of town offi-
cers, why not at the next meeting agitate the subject of re-
districtiug the town, and take a vote on it?
Lee hill. Hook, and a part of Wednesday hill might be
nnited ; Lang's and Wadley's Falls, Lane and Hale, or Hale and
a part of 'Wednesday hill. It is a fact, which all must admit,
that new school-houses must at no distant day take the place of
the dilapidated buildings the schools now occupy. With two
new school-houses located at convenient points, the money now
divided among five schools could be expended upon two, thus
securing two good teachers, and more school, and furnishing the
scholars better facilities for acquiring an education than they
possibly can have now. It is a noted fact that pupils who live
farthest from the school are often the most punctual and regu-
lar in their attendance.
It is the province of the legislature to remove some of the
serious obstacles in the way of a satisfactory educational condi-
tion. There ought to be a state standard of teachers' qualifica-
tions, and more money raised. " Investment in the cause of
education pays, and the dividends are in proportion to the in-
vestment. The common school is one of the main arteries of
the nation's life, and appropriations of the public resources to
sustain it are not only wise, but necessary." The state has en-
deavored to elevate the standard of education by establishing a
normal school for the training of teachers, and, other things
being equal, the graduates of such schools are mtich to be pre-
ferred as teachers. We need thinking teachers. Scholars ought
to be taught to think,—memorizing is not learning. Of the
thirteen different teachers in town the past year, three have
been normal teachers. The quality of instruction imparted by
them justifies us in urging those who intend to become profes-
sional teachers (and none but professional teachers should be
employed) to take the normal course.
To make teaching a success, broad and varied culture is need-
ed. It is not sufficient for teachers barelv to understand the
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studies taught : they need a familiar acquaintance with many
branches of knowledge. Having a thorough knowledge of
botany, mineralogy, conchology. natural history, chemistry,
«fec., how easy it would be for them to multiply their usefulness
a hundred-fold. Pebbles, shells, flowers, fruits, grasses, trees,
and animals would all become living volumes, which they could
open to awaken the minds of their pupils. There should be an
appeal to the perceptive and reflective faculties, where lies the
most promising sphere of intellectual development. It is in this
direction that the true art of teaching is found. The«most infe-
rior teacher can impose tasks upon the memory ; but it needs no
argument to prove that a mere mass of facts or pages committed
to memory, not vitalized by well-comprehended principles, is a
cumbrous load, which will soon fall off after the stimulus of the
school-room is removed. It is not the number of facts which
makes education, but the digestion of them, and the application
of their principles. Teachers should avail themselves of the
natural preponderance of the powers of perception and observa-
tion in children, should go from the known to the unknown, and
should neglect no opportunity to illustrate each lesson from
familiar sources.
LONDONDERRY.—Ira C. Tvson.
One good rule, which is gaining ground at the present day, is
that of reducing the machinery of instruction to a minimum.
Very much of the teacher's time is often taken in making out
weekly reports, percentages, averages, and preparing and cor-
recting papers for written examinations. Beyond what is act-
ually required by law, the teacher should be careful not to
assume duties which will be a tax upon the strength and seri-
ously encroach upon the precious time required for instruction.
To iminirt the greatest amount of information, to see that the
pupil learns and understands the lesson, and to maintain order
and quietness in the school-room,—there is enough in these duties
to occupy all the time of the teacher, without assuming burdens
and responsibilities which at best are only appendages to in-
struction, and are always a weariness to the flesh.
Another good rule is, to have a deflnite and simple plan of
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instruction. Aim at something, and keep the aim always in
view. Even a poor plan is better than no plan at all ; and a
teacher who maps out the work beforehand, and fixes upon a
standard of attainment towards which every effort is directed,
will accomplish something in the end ; while another, who
merely goes through a daily routine without a definite end in
view, will only be conspicuous for failure.
Much time might be gained for good solid work by reducing
the number of classes in the school-room, and securing, so far
as possible, uniformity of lessons. I have known of teachers
having thirt^'-six different classes to hear during the morning
hours, many of them composed of but one or two scholars. It
is impossible to do justice to each scholar by such a system,
while the advantage of competition is almost wholly lost. It
will be a benefit to the scholars themselves to let those who
cannot keep up with their class in their studies drop back to the
grade below ; while a uniformity of text-books should be in-
sisted upon, that the scholars of any particular grade may all
have the same lesson. Parents may help on this latter point by
providing their children with such books as are used in the
school, instead, as is sometimes the case, of sending the scholar
with an old book that is ten or fifteen years out of date.
LYNDEBOROUGH.—Theophilus P. Swain.
teachers' 'WORK.
The important relation which teachers sustain to society, and
their commensurate responsibilities, are not often fully under-
stood. For the time they are in charge of their pupils, they
take the place of parents. Like parents, the}' are working at
the foundation of things. They are to nourish and encourage
what is good, and suppress and discourage what is evil, in their
pupils, and to do both in connection with imparting instruction
in the different branches of learning.
Teachers under the present arrangement of our school system
labor under some embarrassments. Their l)usiness is treated
by many as on a level with the common industrial pursuits. It
is not dulv considered that dealino: with mind differs from deal-
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iug with matter. A piece of material work may be finished in
a single day. Not so with the mind. It is the order of nature
and a divine law to detain the child in infancy and immaturity
many years. The responsibility of the parent for a prolonged
number of years fits into this law. A parent cannot hasten a
child's development except in accordance with this law. Time
is indispensable with the teacher as well as with the parent. If
the teacher has good mental qualities and good character, with
correct habits, he ought to have charge of his pupils long
enough to impress himself on them for their benefit. Why not
retain his services long enough for him to do this ? Why not
employ him for both terms ; or, better still, for successive
years ? This would encourage him to come to his work with his
best natural endowments improved by education and a study of
the best methods. A good teacher will not enter upon his pro-
fession without raising the questions, "What am I to do for
my pupils? How shall I best do it? Can I make any improve-
ment upon my former self. Do I possess personal qualities
of mind and heart worthy to be impressed on others? May I
safely and wisely multiply my own character and habits as many
times as there are pupils under my care?" In such a teacher
you may have confidence, and his influence continued for more
than one term is worth a hundred-fold more than a few dollars
saved in one term by hiring a half-qualified teacher in order to-
lengthen the next term. Better shorten both terms, that the
best teacher may be employed for the whole time.
Those schools that have continued the services of the same
teacher from term to term are conspicuous examples of the
benefit of such a plan. The objections which some raise to this
arrangement will vanish when adequate motives are put before
candidates to enter upon their profession with a better fitness-
for its responsibilities.
The important and sometimes delicate duties of prudential
committees in selecting and hiring teachers should not be under-
estimated by themselves or others. On the part of the people
forbearance and cooperation are better than complaint and
censure. Prudential committees may rightly seek all the help
they can from any source, not refraining from acting on the
spirit of the statute defining their duties, which says,
—"They
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shall notify the superintending school committee of the com-
mencement and close of the schools, and give them such infor-
mation and assistance as may be necessary for the performance
of their duties." The observance of this rule has proved of
])ractical benefit in several instances during the year.' Deciding
upon the fitness of a candidate for teaching is a paramount
duty, and should be done so as to serve the best interests of
the school.
MANCHESTER.—William E. Buck.
If we would have our schools rank with those few places that
are trying to excel all others, we should be as particular as they
to see that every vacancy is supplied with the very best attain-
able teacher, and at least be assured that every new one ob-
tained is a good teacher. A corps of teachers can most easily
be made good, and kept so, by admitting to it only those who
are thoroughly competent. I am therefore led to urge that the
committee change their plan of selecting new teachers, either
by the appointment of a special committee on "teachers and
their positions," with full powers, or by vesting in a single indi-
vidual the membership of each sub-committee having in special
charge the interests of certain schools, including, as at present,,
the nomination of their teachers. Of the two, I sliould recom-
mend the former plan, but think the latter would be an improve-
ment upon our present one.
The method of nominating teachers now in practice here is,
I think, such as was common in most other New England cities
a few years since ; but better ways now prevail in those places
where greatest care is exercised to secure the best teachers, and
I trust our committee will avail itself of such means of making
a wise selection of teachers as the weight of experience has
proved best.
For the salaries here paid we are not likely to obtain better
teachers for most positions than our own schools will afford ;
and, indeed, within a few years they have furuislied some of
our best teachers. I therefore think the committee wise in
undertakino; to make our
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TKAINING-SCHOOL
for teachers a more strictly professional school, in which the
graduates of our high school, and other competent candidates,
may attain some knowledge of the science of teaching, as well
as practice of its art. I esteem the committee especially fortu-
nate in having secured Miss Sarah E. Sprague as principal of
the training-school. Though she has acted in that cajjacity but
one term, it is evident that she brought to the school, in addi-
tion to a thorough knowledge of and much experience in the
business of training classes of teachers, tact, talent, sound
judgment, and great skill in handling both pupils and sub-
teachers, so that while the former are making progress as great
as the best in similar grades of our schools, the latter have
been inspired with an enthusiastic professional spirit, whose
awakening and resultant diligent researches after those things
which most conspire to make the true teacher are not likely to
cease when they shall have attained the rank of teachers.
It may be justly said, too, that the eleven sub-teachers now
in the training-school all give fair promise of ability to become
efficient teachers, if assigned to grades to which they may be
found best adapted. If future classes of sub-teachers shall be
found as scholarly and otherwise competent as the present one,
the committee should have no trouble in filling future vacancies
in teachers' positions, b}' selections from graduates of the
training-school, in a way that should prove satisfactory to
themselves and beneficial to the schools. Permit me, therefore,
to urge, that, in order to encourage the best element in our
midst to enter the training-school, the committee establish a
rule that qualifications of candidates for teaching being equal,
graduates of the training-school shall have the preference when
teachers are selected for permanent positions.
Marshall P. Hall, Cleric of School Committee.
Long experience in school affairs suggests reform in the fol-
lowing directions : First, the introduction of manual training.
At the age of five or six years, just at the time when maiuial
dexterity is naturally and easily acquired, most children are
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placed in school and denied every opportunity for actpiiring it
except in play. For ten years or more the hand lies untrained
in school, save in a little writing and drawing, wliile the head
has incessant work. In this respect all schools, |)ublic and
private, are alike ; the only choice is brain-work or idleness.
And the idle boy sometimes has the advantage : his brain rests,
and his body gets exercise. In earlier days, before machinery
had displaced handicraft and killed the apprentice system, there
was an opportunity, sooner or later, to develop dexterity of
hand. Now, few parents have manual occupation for their
children, or know where to look for it. This condition of
things is a great misfortune. It means an immense waste of
power, and material loss to the individual and the community.
It means a gradual destruction of Yankee ingenuity, and puts
off the day when the band can begin to earn bread and create
wealth. The changes in society and in business which have
swept away the old condition of things will be permanent.
Manufacturers and employers cannot afford to train appren-
tices. The question arises. Can the schools do it? Public
sentiment strongly favors the attempt. As usual, the theorists
come to the front with magnificent schemes for turning all the
schools into workshops and all the children into mechanics,—
schemes altogether too elaborate and expensive for any city to
adopt. Such institutions as the Boston School of Technology,
for instance, are high above the needs as well as the reach of
common-school education. They dift'er from the college only
in name. Every one of their graduates expects to be a boss
of workmen, and not a workman himself. If any system of
manual instruction becomes a public institution, it must be a
simple adjunct of the grammar and high schools as they now
exist, requiring no expensive buildings and machinery, and no
costly material to be spoiled. It must be based upon the theoi-y
that a few mechanical motions and manipulations underlie skill
in all trades and the use of all tools, just as the mental teaching
of our schools underlies popular intelligence. When a plan
commending itself to practical men is adopted, the people will
welcome and approve it. It would develop physical strength,
l)repare for earning a living, and add dignity to labor as cor-
relative to studv. Alternate work and study liave brought just
6
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these results in iustitutions of a grade higher than our high
schools. It is practicable for lower grades. In practical Man-
chester is a good place to try the experiment. Begin with sew-
ing in the primary schools, and develop the plan until we have
a course of ten or twelve hours' drill each week, parallel with
the present grammar course, and a two 3'ears course for the
high school.
Second, the system ma}' be strengthened on its moral side.
An opportunity for this. is presented by instructing pupils on
the true nature and effects of alcohol and tobacco. The use of
tobacco by boys is increasing at an alarming rate, and rum is
still their greatest enenn'. However men may defend their own
intemperate habits, or deny the injurious effects of stimulants
and narcotics upon the adult health, few will be found who do
not wish their children to escape the consequences of their
use. Since science demonstrates that alcohol is a poison as
clearly as it proves a proposition in geometry, and since experi-
ence and experiment prove that the use of tobacco in youth
will induce nervous disease and arrest the development of body
and brain, these facts may claim a place beside the multiplica-
tion-table as a necessary part of education. The United States-
government, after a series of experiments, has forbidden the
use of tobacco in any form by boys training for the army or
navy. The legislature of Vermont has just enacted that this
kind of instruction be given in all the schools of that state. It
is a most hopeful sign for the cause of temperance that public
sentiment is demanding that the public school be made a vehicle
of correct and wide-spread knowledge of these evils. In some
states, laws forbid liquor-shops within the same square with a
school-house. One of our large school-buildings has sevea
within five hundred feet of it, and some of them are especially
calculated to attract the young. Surely, public sentiment will
sustain the authorities in an attempt to protect our boys and
girls from dangers so great and menacing.
MARLOW.—L. H. Huntley.
GENERAL REMARKS.
That continued and increased prosperity may be insured, let
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none but the best qualified and most skilful teachers be em-
ployed. As much skill is required for thorough instruction in
the first principles as in the " higher l)ranches." In districts
where the schools are small and the funds limited, the teacher
who will work for the loiveat icages is frequently emi)loyed.
This practice often proves to be mistaken economy. If we
employ cheap teachers, we shall almost invariably have cheap
schools. We would not intrust the construction or the opera-
tion of a steam-engine or of other delicate machinery to the
hands of unskilled or inexperienced workmen. We should be
no less cautious in the selection of those who are to be intrusted
with the moral and intellectual training of the young.
Trusting that our citizens will view this matter in the same
light hereafter, and act accordingly, your committee refrains
from further allusion to the subject.
MISCELLANEOUS.
The attention of prudential committees is called to that sec-
tion of the school laws which requires them to notify the super-
intending committee of the beginning and close of schools.
In only four instances has this requirement been complied with
during the year, your committee being left in all other cases to
ascertain those dates by other means not always convenient.
The attention of prudential committees is also called to the
importance of exercising due caution in the selection of teach-
ers. Legally, no committee has a right to employ a teacher
until that teacher has presented to him a certificate from the
superintending committee ; but in practice, the contract is
usually made first and the certificate obtained afterward. If
committees will persist in this practice, let them satisfy them-
selves that the applicant is able to pass a thorough examina-
tion.
MERRIMACK.—Warren W. Pillsbury.
Some districts have had so little schooling that it must seem
to parents and scholars as though the vacation would never
have an end. AVith the amount of money expended annually
for schools we should have at least thirty weeks for each school
during the vear ; what we have had is an average of twenty-
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two and seven tenths (22,7) weeks. All scholars are by right
entitled to an equal chance, and you cannot give it to them in
any other way than by having an equal number of weeks and
employing trained teachers in all of the schools, and be willing
to pay a fair price therefor.
Too many of our teachers are working in the school-room
because it is seemingly a little more respectable than work in
the kitchen or shop. Many of our teachers are unfit by reason
of temperament or lack of training for the management of the
young. ''As a twig is bent so is the tree inclined." Our little
children want the very best of guidance in their first years of
life, so that when they take our places, as they soon must, they
may be better fitted than we to do the great work of making the
world better for having lived in it.
The greatest care should be used in selecting teachers ; there
is no economy in hiring them because you can obtain their ser-
vices cheaply. Skilled labor commands more pay than un-
skilled, and we should be willing to give a fair price for those
who fit themselves specially as teachers. We have a state nor-
mal school for the training of teachers, but we do not pay wages
sufficient to secure the services of its graduates. The better
the teacher the better the school ; and it is our own fault if
our schools are below the average.
MILFORD.—C. E. Knight, David Heald, Mrs. Mary Lull.
At the commencement of the year, it was thought best to
grade the primary schools. There were in the village two pri-
mary schools of about the same number of scholars, of about
the same age and advancement, making four distinct grades or
classes in each school. The committee thought that if these
two schools could be divided by sending the older and more
advanced pupils' to one school, and the younger and less ad-
vanced to the other, while the number of scholars in each school
would remain nearly the same as before, there would be in each
school only two classes instead of four, and so the teachers
would be enabled to spend more time with each class, to give
more attention to each individual scholar, and the results
reached would be more satisfactoi'y.
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Again : it is iin[)ossil)le to keep these very young pupils long
at their books, and the teacher is ol)lige(l therefore to intro-
duce many general exercises to interest and instruct. Those
exercises whieli are adapted for one grade are not fitted for
another ; and it Avould certainly be better in this particular to
have the scholars of the same grade Ity themselves. The
schools were divided at the beginning of the fall term, the more
advanced going to the west primary, and the less advanced go-
ing to the east primary, and so far at least the division anr'
grading have proved entirely satisfactory.
.Vt tlie conmiencement of the fall term there were seven who
expressed a desire to study Greek and fit themselves for col-
lege. So a class was formed, which has recited thus far out of
school hours ; but for the future we recommend that Greek
become one of the branches in the prescribed course, and that
the recitation be in school hours. It will require but little
change in the course of study which is now pursued, except the
addition of Greek, to enable those who desire to fit tliemselves
for college here at home. The course of study as thus changed
is intended to be such that those who wish may take the col-
lege preparatory course, and those who do not may have the
benefit of a good, liberal, and practical business education. It
is the aim to meet the wants of those who desire to go to higher
institutions, and of those who wish an education for a business
life. It is not the policy of the board to dictate which course
the student shall pursue, though they believe that every one,
where it is possible, should be prepared to enter college, even
if his studies are never pursued further. The benefits of a
classical education are so obvious that it is unnecessary to
enumerate them here.
Under the present system, the length of the school year in
all the schools throughout the town, except the high school, is
three terms of eleven weeks each. We recommend thnt a week
be added to each term, thus making the school year to consist
of thirty-six weeks instead of thirty-three, as at present. This
will work, we believe, for the advantage of the schools in two
ways : first, it will give all the scholars an extra year of school-
ing, and. second, it will raise the standard of the schools.
We think it entirelv safe to sav that two out of everv three
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(and this is undoubtedly a very low estimate) never enter
schools of a higher grade than those known as grammar schools,
and very many never get thus far. A vei'v large proportion of
scholars, from one cause or another, are compelled to get all
the education they ever have at the common schools. At these
schools they must discipline and train themselves for the duties
of active life ; and it seems to us to be our duty to aid and
assist them in every possible manner. Those who receive the
highest advantages are none too well prepared to meet the cares
and vicissitudes of life ; and the lot of those who have never
received these advantages must indeed be hard.
This extra year will enable the scholar to go more thoroughly
and further in his studies, and when he is read}' for the highest
grade of schools, he will be able to enter farther advanced ; and
consequently the schools will have a higher standard and a bet-
ter standing. The addition of this extra week will increase the




Never have we had throughout the year better schools, or a
more energetic class of teachers, owing principally to the fact
that more school money was raised, enabling committees to secure
the services of more competent teachers. As a general thing,
the money has been judiciously expended. By uniting some of
the districts we could vastly improve their condition. I have
mentioned this before, but, as it interests us very much,
we cannot forbear repeating it,—that we have six districts
where we should have but four, and, better, three. For the
fifteen terms of school which we have maintained, only four
teachers have been employed that were not residents of this
town, and I am proud of the fact that we have so efficient a
class of teachers. We would recommend that prudential com-
mittees reengage for the coming season those teachers whose
services have been found profitable.
MOULTONBOROUGH.—B. M. Mason, J. R. Caverly.
While we are able to speak in commendation of the manner
iu which a large majority of the school terms have been con-
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'ducted the past year, we are nevertheless obliged to report that
.some terras have proved almost a failure.
Although it is not to be expected that crer;/ dollar of our
school fund will be judiciously expended, yet we think that too
great a percentage of it is from time to time laid out in a man-
ner in which the pupils receive ])ut little benefit Parents fre-
quently represent their school as being a failure, and their school
money as being injudiciously used, or thrown away. Thev some-
times charge the blame upon the school agent, as acting indis-
creetly in the selection of a teacher, or that he has worked for
the interest of some friend or relative rather than for the ben-
efit of the school.
Again : the teacher is charged with incompetency to govern
the school, or with unfaithfulness in the discharge of moral
obligations. However false or true these charges may be, we
think no man should accept the office of prudential commit-
tee unless he purposes to act to the best of his ability for the
greatest good of the greatest number ; and that no person is
qualified as a teacher, in the strictest sense of the term, who
d(jes not live an exemplary life, and b}' example and precept
teach others to do the same. About one fifth of the inhabitants
of this country are to be found in the school-room. These
children in a few years are to manage the affairs of the nation,
both in church and state, and what is to qualify them for their
various positions but a proper cultivation of their mental, moral,
and religious faculties?
Many of the children receive but little good instruction at
home, and few attractions are held out to encourage them to
pursue a life of virtue and usefulness. It then falls to the
teacher's lot to give this needful instruction ; and how can they
properly teach others that which they do not possess them-
selves?
" The teacher is the soul of the sehool,
And as the teacher, so is the school."
It is very desirable, therefore, that every school agent should
use the utmost care in making a proper selection of the per-
sons to whom we are to trust the education of our children ; for
influences brought to bear upon the youthful minds will, to a
great extent, shape the destiny of the coming generation.
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NASHUA.—S. Aktiiur Bext. Superintetident.
THK LAAV RELATING TO THE EDUCATION OF FACTOUY CHILDREN.
The law in relation to the employment of children in manu-
facturing corporations, as amended by the last state legislature,
has been in operation one year. It is m}' duty to report to the-
board in what manner it has been enforced, and how. in my judg-
ment, it meets the requirements of this particular community.
Laws, it is unnecessary to say, are enacted for the general good,
without reference to individual classes or corporations. AYIiat
benefits the greatest number is supposed to benefit the state.
which cannot regard individual cases either in the enactment or
the enforcement of laws. In my last report I spoke of the man-
ifest intent of all legislation limiting the control of capital over
labor, and pointed out in what respects we were or were not able
to properly enforce this particular enactment. We can now ap-
ply the test of one year's experience to it. If it is practically
efficient, it should remain upon the statute book. If. either
from its provisions, or from the peculiar circumstances of this
city, it is shown to be inoperative, it is proper to ask the legis-
lature to so amend it as to improve it in the particulars in which
it is found to be faulty, because the experience of this city
will probably be the same as that of other manufacturing cen-
tres.
It may not be out of place to again mention the terms of the
statute as amended
:
"No child under sixteen years of age shall be employed in
any manufacturing establishment unless he has attended some
public school, or private day school, where the common school
branches are taught, at least twelve weeks during the year pre-
ceding. No child under said age shall be so employed unless
he can write legibly, or read fluently in a third reader. ,No
child under fourteen shall be employed unless he has attended
school at least six months during the year preceding. No
child under twelve shall be so employed unless he has attended
school during the whole time it was kept during the year pre-
ceding."
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In compliance with the above requirements, free evening
schools were maintained in this city during six montlis of last
year, and were attended ])v more than 350 pupils, who received
certificates on the completion of the necessary attendance. Of
the schools themselves, no unfavorable criticism can be made.
They have performed, and are still performing, the diflicult task
before them with gratifying success. That is seen by the fact
that the scholars were in a more advanced state this fall, and
demanded books of a higher grade than ever before. P^ach suc-
ceeding year gives us a better insight into the peculiar needs of
schools of this character. It is impossible to teach exactly the
same branches, or to teach them exactly the same way, as in day
schools. Instead of using reading books above the third, it is
found best to introduce a history of the United States, by which
something may be learned as well as read. Different methods
of teaching arithmetic, always inclining to the practical side, are
advantageously pursued. Writing has been made a more promi-
nent feature, and a number of youth above the required age have
set the younger classes a good example by their industry and
regularity.
There are respects, however, where the law cannot properly
be enforced in this community, and others where it will be evad-
ed with quite general impunity. In the first place, it is imprac-
ticalile to insist upon a three months schooling after fourteen
years of age. This law. applying to the children of all citizens,
and not to those of any particular class or nationality, compels
in effect a child to attend school two years, or parts thereof,
after he has finished a grammar course, but he is allowed no
opportunity of pursuing studies beyond that course. This is a
fault of the law itself, which becomes unjust and unequal in its
operation. The dull, backward scholars are kept in school,
while others more fortunate in their earlier years either do not
attend at all, or find nothing to properly occupy them. Were
the city to provide one large room in a central locality where
studies properly called commercial could be pursued, it would be
well attended, and would satisfy the requirements of the law
much better than is now possible.
It is unfortunate when expressions are used in laws which
require definition, or which are vague and lial)le to uncertain
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application. "To read fluently," which is required of all chil-
dren under sixteen, is such an expression. Many of the French
children in our mills and evening schools will never read an
English book fluently, as that word is generally understood, no
matter how long or how faithfully they study. Had this provision
of the law been rigidly enforced at the conclusion of last year's
evening schools, a great number of children would have been
turned into the street who were over fourteen, but who could
not have found seats in the day schools,- owing to their crowded
state, during the spring term of 1882. Accordingly, certificates
were given to those who had attended school during the required
time, and they were allowed to remain at work. The law has
been faithfully executed in regard to time, and will be in other
respects when it can be done without injustice to those whom it
is intended to benefit.
In another respect the law is in danger of serious evasion. It
is found in the claim of parents that their children have reached
a certain age, always in view of some exemption from the obli-
gations of the statute. Upon whom in such cases does the bur-
den of proof lie? If upon those who still assert that the child is
still liable to school attendance, it will be impossible to enforce
the law, as it will be practically impossible to show how old any
particular child may be. When parents understand that twelve,
fourteen, and sixteen are magic numbers, releasing their chil-
dren from certain restrictions in regard to attendance upon
school, we find that children in Nashua grow old with amazing
rapidity; and, although it may be impossible "by taking
thought to add one cubit to one's stature," it has become possi-
ble by taking thought to add two years to a child's age in the
course of one forenoon. It may therefore be asserted that a
complicated law providing for three classes of scholars, afford-
ing opportunities for false statements by parents, and contain-
ing provisions of literary ability which may be liable to miscon-
struction, will only be enforced at the pleasure of the scholar or
his parent, and accordingly practically inoperative. If it were
now strictly enforced, not one half of those employed in manu-
facturing establishments would remain there a day, and not one
half of those who might lie discharged could be accommodated
in day schools. In place of so cumbrous an enactment, I am
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prepared to advocate the passage of a simple law of the follow-
ing tenor : " After such a date, no child under sixteen years of
age shall be admitted to work in any manufacturing establish-
ment (those employed at such date to be allowed to remain)
who does not present a certificate of having completed in a pub-
lic day school the study of common fractions." Such a law
would make knowledge the test of admission, and not age, and
knowledge of a more practical character than is provided for by
the present statute. Such a law would send a scholar beyond
the third reader, and give him, besides, a knowledge of the
fundamental rules of arithmetic and of fractions, a general idea
of geography and language, and would have taught him to write
a far more " legil)le " hand than he woiild ever gain by the
present enactment, because to reach this rank he must have re-
mained continuoush' at school throughout the primary and mid-
dle grades, and one class of the grammar schools. French
children, who speak nothing but their native tongue at home,
can only be Americanized by being compelled to attend a day
school as many years as would be required by such a law. Such
children, whose name alone indicates a foreign origin, often
come to n)y ollice on errands. By the time they enter a gram-
mar school, or pass one year in it, all distinctions of race are
obliterated.
Such a law would work no inconvenience to manufacturing
corporations. On the contrary, overseers would be si)ared the
domiciliary visits of superintendent, city marshal, or truant
otHcer ; they would be harassed by no perplexities of certifi-
cates, no confusion of names, or conflicting statements of age ;
the places of those they lose from time to time would be filled
by children averaging above twelve years of age, and sufficiently
educated to make their way in life from that point ; the city
would be spared the expense of evening schools ; and the com-
munity would be endowed with better material of citizenship.
The class of our population which comes here to gain for a few
months or years a miserable livelihood, from the earnings of
childhood, would give way to an element able to remain lung
enough to educate their children by a continuous school life of
six or seven years.
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NEW BOSTON.—J. P. Tuttlk.
i)tttif:s of committee.
" In judging of others a man laboreth in vain, often erreth,
and easily sinneth." So said that devout German, Thomas a
Kemjns. Never have we felt the import of those telling words
as we do in taking up the pen to write this present school re-
port. Very gladly would we pass this burden by, and let each
person form his own opinion of the respective merits of the sev-
eral schools, and the teachers who have led them. Hut at this
time we have no second choice. Our position is such that we are
expected, yea, required, to speak and render an opinion. If in
any case we shall seem to speak over-plainly, we have no excuse
to offer further than that we have not yet learned the art of
saying one thing and meaning another. We have not yet
learned to dress facts : we can only state the naked truth. We
might offer some suggestions as to the future working of our
schools, but such we know would not be likely to find a willing
ear, or meet with a believing mind. As we would not wish to
seem to offer plans for our successor to follow, we forbear.
In our testing of teachers and direction of the schools we
have aimed to be impartial, but we have come in contact with
some few whose consciences served them especially to judge of
the actions of others. To such we know our idea of justice has
seemed gross and unpardonable error. We make no apologies,
however. We only say, in the words of Shakespeare,
—
" Judg-
ment and reason have been grand-jurymen since before Noah
was a sailor," and we have preferred to be guided by them
rather than to be the servile sul)jectof cringing flattery or fawn-
ing favoritism. We are deeply indebted to tlie citizens of New
Boston for the kindly good-will shown us, and the cordial
treatment given us in a thousand ways in our circuits of the
town. We are truly grateful for all. and hope in some way to
repay.
We have refrained from dictating or advising any future course
for parents or committee to pursue ; but in closing this our last
report to the scholars whom we have met so often and so inti-
mately, we cannot refrain from speaking a word, and with this
last word to them we close our report.
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Scholars of New Boston : That stern old patriot, Mazzini, in
addressing a body of Italian youth, said,—" Slumber not in the
tents of your fathers. The world is advancing. Advance with
it." In these words dwells the thought which we would bear to
you. And with this thought we bid you all, children, young




There have been, in the aggregate, 186.8, or nearly one hun-
dred and eighty-seven weeks of school during the past year, at
which there has been an average daily attendance of 110.516
scholars at an expense of $859.18, making the cost of each
scholar's tuition amount to $7.77. The whole number of schol-
ars enrolled is 121. The whole number of different scholars, or
children who should have been scholars, who did not attend any
school during the year, is 5, which, had they attended, would
have cut the expense down to $6.29 per scholar. Hence there
has been a loss of about $22.82 sustained by the people of this
town, caused by the non-attendance of children who should
have been reaping the advantages or acquiring an education
such as our common school system affords.
Those parents who are racking their brains to devise means
for accumulating property to leave for their children should
bear in mind that they can bequeath no better legacy to them
than a good, thorough education. It will assist them in after
years in acquiring that which you are so desirous they should
have. We all have our proportion of the school funds to fur-
nish : hence it will cost us no more to give to our children the
common school advantages that others are taking than it will to
let the children grow up in ignorance.
There have been a very few cases the past year where jeal-
ousy has come in between individuals and their own and their
children's interests. I sincerely wish such a thing could not be
conceived. Parents cannot afford to let this kind of disposition
spoil the lives of their children, and have its influences take the
place of those which even an average teacher would have over
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the educational interests of the scholars if he were encouraged
and supported bj the parents at home.
NORTH HAMPTON.—T. V. Haines.
Boastful of our educational system, we claim that every child
may be instructed in the first principles of knowledge, and thus
be started upon the highway to nsefulness and eminence. Pre-
vailing ignorance cannot be the fault of the state, since the
school-house door is open to all classes, and facilities are pro-
vided by which all pupils of ordinary intelligence may go forth
with confidence into spheres of business, or into academic and
professional institutions. More than a smattering of education
may now be obtained. The root of things is laid bare and care-
fulh' examined, its flavor tasted, and its virtues extracted.
Then by illustration, careful arrangement of facts, and close
reasoning, the scholar's mind is safely led along to just conclu-
sions, and so disciplined as to knock authoritativel}^ at many of
the doors of mystery. Teaching in our common schools has
really risen to the rank of a profession. What was called pro-
ficiency fifty years ago would be found wanting if weighed in
the balance of the present day. But since our educational s^^s-
tem is deeply vitalized and well developed, more is expected
from the teacher and more is accomplished bv the scholars.
One teacher helped his scholars too much in the class recita-
tions by answering the questions for them when they should
have known, and even when they did know. Such a course
creates a slovenly habit of study on the part of the scholars,
and fails to cultivate self-reliance or to awaken a spirit of sharp
inquiry. As the mother bird pushes the fledgeling from the
nest, compelling it to fly, so the pupil should be put largely
upon his own resources, directed in his studies, and helped only
where he is really perplexed. Yet a good winter's work was-
accomplished. The most of the older scholars were studious,
and some are prepared for a higher course of study.
It is to be feared that many in the town fail to appreciate
their opportunities for learning. Although the ordinary child
to-day is far better informed than was the ordinary child two
generations ago, j'et he has not improved proportionateh' to his
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increased advantages. The self-denial which our fathers were
obliged to make in gaining an education tended to develop an
heroic spirit. If some scholars now had to work more, they
would be more practical in their studies.
NEW IPSWICH.—Rev. S. G. Wood.
Our schools have suffered greatly from the multiplicity of
teachers. With every change of teachers new acquaintances
have to be formed,—the teacher with the scholars, the scholars
with the teacher. The scholars, who have become acquainted
with a certain regime, have to adapt themselves (or very likely
fail to do so) to a teacher of different temperament and of other
methods of instruction and government. Besides, a critical
spirit is thereby frequently engendered among the scholars and
in the community
; invidious comparisons are apt to follow, and
both the school and the teacher suffer. This can be remedied
partly, at least, by adherence to the following principles: (1)
Let the terms be as long as possible without weariness to the
scholars. For instance, instead of dividing 24 or 26 weeks into
three terms, make two only. (2) Let there be a strong public
spirit of loyalty in every district to a good teacher, with a
united effort to keep that teacher when once secured. (8) Let
this feeling, when it exists, be respected by other districts.
Do not take a good teacher from another district in the same
town to the detriment of that district. (4) Let no personal
consideration, but only a sense of fitness, direct in the selection
of a teacher. (5) Find a good prudential committee, and keep
him if possible. Frequent rotation of office here is ver\' preju-
dicial to a school in other ways, also, than as resulting in many
teachers. (6) A great element of uncertainty would be re-
moved if the selectmen would at least designate, early in the
year, the amount of appropriation to each district.
The time has certainly come when there should be some mod-
ification of the school-districts of our town. There is a grow-
ing conviction throughout the state—so says the Superintendent
of Public Instruction—that the district system " has outlived
its usefulness ;" and as the law now stands, he urges the unit-
ing of districts. This, at least, should be done with us. There
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are, in the state of New Hampshire, 2,021 school districts, or
one for every 171 inhabitants ; ^ve have one for every i)3 inhab-
itants. The state has one school for every 35 children ; we
have one for every 19 6-10 children. According to these state
standards we should have but seven or eight schools. To be
explicit : No. 9 (the New Ipswich portion of it) now has no
scholars in the district. The adjoining district, No. fi, has an
enrollment of only four scholars. This portion of the town
should consolidate with some adjoining district or districts,
either No. 5 or No. 7. It is highly desiralile tliat No. 3 should
enjoy greater privileges of schooling. Ten weeks of school in
a year are paltry indeed. Why could not this district form
some arrangement of union with No. 12? So, also, Nos. 8 and
10, if possible, should unite forces. The law makes provision
for the conveyance of distant scholars to and from school. A
little greater distance is a small thing when put beside the ad-
vantages which would accrue from larger and better schools.
The great trouble with these small schools is in securing, for the
small compensation they give, teachers who are competent ; and
even if this is done, the interest almost inevitably flags. By
union, both the length and quality of the instruction would be
augmented.
NEW LONDON.—N. C. Todd.
CONDITIONS OF A GOOD SCHOOL.
It is no disgrace for a scholar to attend a common school
under the tuition of a competent teacher, even if he has arrived
at the age of seventeen or eighteen, and is advanced in his
studies. However, his conduct should be of the right demeanor,
and his example beneficial to those who are younger. When
any scholar becomes too large to observe strictly the rules and
regulations necessary for the progress of the school, he has
become too large to continue his connection with the school.
If he must be schooled and trained, let him be placed in the
school of moral reform.
The expenditure is too great and the interests of too much
importance to allow the educational labors of the school to be
bafHed, or any interference with its jurisdiction that shall retard
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its work, or subvert the purposes for which a school is commis-
sioned. On the other hand, every teacher should try to under-
stand the nature and disposition of his scholars. In govern-
ment, some require a different method from others. No teacher
should ever " provoke a child to anger." Moral suasion is the
better system of government ; but when good order cannot be
sustained by such a method, more coercive measures should be
resorted to, and be used in earnest. I believe if a child has
the right influence at home in relation to his school, it will be
no very hard task for the teacher to govern" that scholar. If
there is responsibility resting upon the teacher, there is also
upon the parent. Our schools are generally what we make
them. In most respects the schools in town have proved suc-
cessful. The instruction has been thorough, and the discipline
fair. The teachers, as a body, have been faithful, capable, and
ambitious to do all they could for the advancement of their
scholars. There has been a decided improvement over some
previous years in the matter of attendance, and still it is not
what it should be.
NEWMARKET.—Elisha Keep.
TEACHERS.
It is unfortunate that several changes in teachers have neces-
sarily been made, because a change of teachers is always
attended by more or less difficulty and dissatisfaction, which
is often entirely unnecessary. A new teacher labors under
many serious disadvantages. Teacher and scholar must form
new associations, give and receive fresh impressions, and learn
the ways and peculiarities of each other. All this takes time at
best, and not unfrequeutly causes many unpleasant experiences.
The ties of friendship that bind the scholar to the teacher are
strong, and their quickly formed prejudices are equally strong.
Both are without that balance weight of discrimination which
contact with life renders necessary in adult attachments. These
ties are hard to sever, and often surround the scholar with pre-
determined prejudices. The new teacher must be tried many
times over by critical watchers, who judge only from a child's
standpoint ; and a scholar's like or dislike to a teacher, whether
7
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fortunate or unfortunate, is a poor criterion from which to judge
of a teacher's merits or demerits. This must be expected from
children, but those older and more experienced should be more
just in their judgments ; and least of all should those not inter-
ested interfere, who not unfrequently are loudest with their prof-
fered advice and kindly suggestion, doing, if they did but know
it, a vast amount of injury. Under these trying circumstances,
parents and good citizens cannot be too earnest in their efforts
to aid the teachers if they value the good of their children.
It is a very easy thing to stand outside and offer suggestion
and criticism. It is a much harder task to meet the difficulties
and trying circumstances which are daily being brought to the
teacher and committee for adjustment, with candid discretion.
Stand firmly and without question with the teachers, giving them
vour most earnest cooperation and support. It is the only way
in which the child will learn the great principles of duty and
obedience which alone will give him character and success, and
without which he will only be a curse to himself, to you, and to
the whole world. This is plain talk, but it is truth, and a school
officer is sadly remiss in the discharge of his duty if he hesitates
to speak it.
The money expended for the support of your schools and the
valuable time of your children—the telling years of their lives
—
should be considerations worthy the attention of thinking par-
ents and people. And even though a school may fall short of
the highest standard, remember that good teachers often strug-
gle long and hard before they can master their situation ; and it
is your duty to help and not hinder them. Such a condition is
as painful to the committee as it can be to you, and will be rem-
edied as soon as the use of reasonable measures and means can
remedy it. I have often wondered if some critics ever realized
that, in all probability, if they were in the teacher's phice the
situation would be far from being improved. I do not doubt
that, with good intentions, people sometimes err in this direc-
tion, but I wish I could feel that none had been actuated by less
noble motives. I wish I could feel that they had been promi)ted
by the same desire for good schools and elevated conditions that
has been the constant, earnest thought of your committee and
teachers. It onlv takes time to show whose motives are honorable
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and whose are not. Good people are fair judges, and upon





Little children need teachers of thorough scholar-ship. They
are not to be qualified to merely teach the child a few elemen-
tary things, but they are to awaken in the child's mind ideas.
They should know how to quicken all the child's faculties, and
form correct intellectual habits. The teacher not only should
have some general knowledge of mental science, but should have
learned from observation something about the ways in which dif-
ferent minds work in order to develop the most successfully the
working capabilities of each individual mind. The human mind
is a delicate and wondrous thing, and there is danger that the
teacher who has no understanding of it may do irremediable
harm. There is no question but many children are permanently
injured by teachers ignorant upon this matter.
A fundamental thing in right education is self-reliance, clear
perceptions, a verifying of the mind's own processes. A teacher
should be able to distinguish between sluggishness of mind and
mind laboring for a clear perception. It is better to wait sev-
eral minutes for an answer, and have it accurate and clear, than
have an instantaneous reply that may be either right or wrong.
The best thinkers, the clearest heads, are usually deliberate. A.
child is often spoiled as a thinker and reasouer by being hur-
ried in his answers.
The teacher should know something of the order in which the
mental powers are usually developed,—the memory and percep-
tion before the reasoning and logical powers. Let memor}' and
observation be rightly trained, and the child not only has mate-
rial for its own enjoyment, but for reason to work with in after
years ; and it should be borne in mind that memory is not to be
exercised in the subject-matter of reason, but of perception, in
subjects of narration and knowledge derived primarily through
the senses, and the teacher should be full of facts pertaining to
this kind of knowledgre.
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No person is suitable to instruct little children who is not a
close and interested observer of nature. He should be versed
in the natural history of his neighborhood. Little children
ought to be taught at school about the birds that sing in our
trees, about the insects that fly in the air of summer, about the
trees, shrubs, and flowers of our latitude. Botany ought to be
one of the qualifications of our teachers. In one of our schools
there have been fine classes in this study the past 3'ear. It is
very important in the selection of teachers that those should be
secured who have been through some thorough course of English
studies.
NEEDS OF THE SCHOOLS.
1. An appropriation of at least $1,300. Unless this is made,
the schools must be abridged in length.
2. They are in need of charts, maps, some inexpensive ap-
paratus, and reference l)ooks.
3. Lines of study in which to advance.
a. More system in study. One of the ends of education is
to be systematic. Success and happiness in any sphere of life
are largely dependent upon this. Everything about school
exercises should have in view system as a habit of life. All
the work of school, even its general details, should be systema-
tized. There should be system in the order of studies and in the
methods of pursuing them. Let this habit be formed in the
pupil at school, and it will attend him into life.
h. Another line of advance is vocal culture. The human
voice is not only wonderful as the organ by which thoughts can
be communicated, human wants and wishes made known, but in
its powers of expression and its susceptibility of yielding pleas-
ure and imparting a personal grace and charm. One of the
essentials in education is the culture of the vocal powers.
There has been improvement in this, but it needs increased at-
tention.
c. Another line of advance is the teaching children expres-
sion. The power of expression is not only needed in the com-
munication of ideas, but it helps in clearness of perception.
The attention of all the teachers was called to this, and in one
school there was a manifest improvement. Children were
I
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taught to invent a narrative or story, and they learned not only
to clothe ideas in fitting language, but to search for ideas.
(L Another line is the habit of observation. In whatever
phase the end of education is viewed, the habit of observation
is seen to be of prime importance. If the end be to merely get
a living, then one should be a close observer of how things are
done, what are the main chances, which are the best methods,
when the oi)portunities open. If the end be intellectual cult-
ure, then the habit is indispensable, for only the observing mind
can gather in knowledge. If it be to attain eminence, then it
must be by being a close observer of everything that will help
one rise. If it be to make our fellows happier, then it must be
by a vigilant observation of the conditions which affect their
happiness.
Most people go through life with their eyes closed. The truly
observing are few. Once in a while there is one, who will see
more in a dozen miles of travel than most persons would in a
tour of the Eastern Continent. But let the habit of observation
be cultivated in school and it will become helpful in many ways.
Such scholars will be wide awake, quick to see a point, and in-
terested in school work.
PEMBROKE.—Moses R. Lake.
Our common schools having been established for the purpose
of giving to all our youth the advantages of such an education
as will best fit them to discharge the duties and responsibilities
of life, we hold that only those branches should be taught which
will best tend to this end. An intimate and clear knowledge of
arithmetic, grammar, geography, book-keeping, reading, writing,
and spelling is all that is absolutely necessary in the ordinary
transactions of life.
Now when we take into consideration the fact that only a
favored few can avail themselves of the advantages of a liberal
education, that the great masses of our youth must depend upon
the common school alone for what primary instruction they re-
ceive, it seems that the branches enumerated above are, as a
general rule, all that should be taught in our primary schools.
And these should not only be taught theoretically, but i)racti-
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cally, and with direct reference to the pupils' greatest benefit iu
after-life.
In most if not iu all of our schools the arbitrary rules laid
down in the various text-books were well committed to memory
;
but in far too many instances the principles involved, and the
reason for the "faith within," could not be given. As well build
stately superstructures on foundations of sand, as to attempt
the impossible feat of rearing upon the shaky foundation of
half-understood principles the fabric of a solid and substantial
education. A clear knowledge of fundamental principles is
essential, and no teacher should be retained who fails to teach
them understandingly.
The one great overshadowing evil that confronts us in most
of our schools is a laxity, not to say criminal negligence, on
the part of instructors to teach in a thorough manner the vari-
ous branches pursued. A failure to do so is well-nigh fatal to
the progress of any school. We may appropriate money with
lavish hands, build stately structures, embellish our school-
rooms with all the paraphernalia of learning, maintain order
and discipline that a martinet might admire, and yet, unless the
great fundamental principles, the absolutely essential rudiments,
of education are thoroughly taught and well understood, the
praises we sing to our common schools are as *' the sounding
brass and the tinkling cymbal."
A much needed reform in the manner of engaging teachers
is imperatively demanded. We believe that the examination
should precede the contract, and that no one should be employed
until he has satisfied the examining committee of his fitness
to teach. Very often the candidates when they have been
engaged by the prudential committee consider everything as
settled, and consequently do not present themselves for exami-
nation until perhaps the very morning the school is to com-
mence. At that late day it is impossible to do justice ; the
examination is a mere farce ; and certificates, if given at all,
are given reluctantly and against the better judgment of the
committee. In order to obviate this evil, we would suggest
that all applicants to teach be required to present certificates
from the examining committee before their claims can be con-
sidered by the prudential committee.
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PLYMOUTH.—A. S. IIa/elton.
THE UKMEOY KOU SMALL SCHOOLS.
AVhile our schools the i)iist year will compare very favorably
with those of former years, still I think they have not been
attended with as much success as is desirable. And I am free
to say that I do not think this lack of success is due wholly or
in a great measure to the fault of the teachers. On the con-
trary, we have been unusually fortunate this year in securing
teachers of experience and ability, who have been faithful and
earnest in their endeavors to benefit their pupils. In seven of
the schools the same teachers have been retained throughout
the year, and, as will be seen by the accompanying table, ten of
the sixteen teachers this year have attended, and most of them
have been graduates of, the Normal School. AVhat then is the
trouble with our schools? I answer, there are other elements in
.a good school besides the teacher.
An interest on the part of parents is an essential element
which we lack. They cannot know what is being done except
by personal inquiry and examination, and they should make it
:a duty which they owe to the children and the schools to visit
them, thus showing an interest beneficial to both teachers and
scholars.
Another element is a proper number of scholars,—neither too
few nor too many. And this is not such a difficult problem,
—
bow to put two schools of six or eight scholars together under
one teacher. Competition excites interest ; but in small schools
there is little or no competition, for there are none to excel, and
but little interest for teacher or pupil. This leads me to speak
of some of the districts in town as they are at present organ-
ized, and the number of scholai's which they contain.
District No. 11 was, a few years ago, united with a district
in Bridgewater, and that town was given control of the school.
Last year not a scholar from this town attended the school,
while the amount of money allowed the district was $30.47
;
this year the amount is $^M)A2. No. 7 has been united with
Hebron, and the number of scholars reported last year was
four, and the amount of monev $22.87 ; this vear it is increased
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to S25.(j2. No. 10 has practically been united with No. 4, l)ut
the distance to that school is so great that the two scholars in
the district have this year attended in Hebron and their tuition
paid. In No. 3, where ten years ago there were tiiirty scholars,
during the summer term there were l)ut five in attendance, and
two of these from out of the district. During one week of the
school there was not a scholar in attendance from the district.
District No. 4 has had but nine weeks of school, with three
scholars from the district. Its amount of money, including a
special tax, is $172.'J8. There were twelve scholars enrolled in
No. 5 for the summer term and eight for the fall, and they were
given a school year of eleven and nine tenths weeks. In No.
8 there were seven scholars from the district, and they had six-
teen weeks of school. Here we have six districts whose com-
bined attendance is only twenty-five scholars, and to which the
town treasurer has this year paid the sum of 8498.4.0. making
an average of $19.93 per scholar, while for the whole town it is
only $7.34. It would seem as if some different arrangement
could be made by which the scholars of this town could derive
more benefit from the amount of money expended.
The legislature of our state has provided for such cases l)y
the following statutes : " Any town may at any time abolish the
school districts therein, and shall thereupon take possession of
all the schools, houses, lands, apparatus, and other property
owned and used for school purposes, which such districts might
lawfully sell or convey.
—
Gen. Larvs, Chap. 86, Sec. 2.
Also "School districts, composed of the whole town, shall,
at their annual meeting, elect a board of education, who shall
have and exercise all the powers and duties of superintending
and prudential school committees."
—
Gen. Latcs, Chap. S7,
Sec. 16.
The effect of these laws is to place the schools in the hands
of a board of education who shall have power to employ all
of the teachers, regulate the commencement and length of the
terms, the place of attendance of the scholars, provide appa-
ratus, and have the general oversight and care of the schools.
The advantages of this system are many ; but, in brief, they
ai-e : 1. All the children in the town are placed on the same
basis of opportunity. 2. Better classification of the scholars^
I
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3. With this better classification comes superior instruction of
the more advanced scholars at less expense. Massachusetts
has adopted this system, and many towns in New Hampshire
have tried it, and I have yet to learn of one that after a fair
trial would go back to the district system.
PORTSMOUTH.—John Pender, John H. Lock.
PRIMARY GRADE.
No branch of the city government, not only in this city but
everywhere, receives so much criticism as the school depart-
ment. This no doubt is largely due to the lively imagination
of the pupils, who, patterning after older persons, are apt to
add to rather than detract from an}^ recitation of happenings
in school. Other criticisms are made by the tax-payer, who,
like all who pay their money, holds in reserve the right to criti-
cise. A kind and friendly critic is to be desired rather than
objected to, for it is by such that we are able to discover faults
which have escaped our observation, and we would ask for
criticism of that sort.
There has been apparently more interest shown by some of
the parents, and we are glad to record the fact. A good
teacher is encouraged to continue his work when he finds that
committee and parents alike are interested.
Those who know the least about school affairs generally make
the loudest complaints. '' They say " is always the foundation
for their reports, and they never believe that those who have
the immediate charge of the schools have the cause of educa-
tion so much at heart as they who never visit a school and know
nothing except what they have heard from some one who failed
to get the committee or teacher to deviate from the line of dut}'
to favor a friend or child to the detriment of school work. He
who has realized the cares and responsibilities of bringing up a
family of children can readily sympathize with the teacher who
is compelled to study the dispositions of forty or fifty children,
and carry them forward in their studies to the satisfaction of
all.—and criticisms from that class are scarce. It is the con-
stant visitor who expresses surprise at the progress made.
106 Superintendent'' s Report.
Failures are more surely the result of home training than of the
teacher. We would recommend a more frequent visitation of
our schools to those who are apt to criticise, that they may be
made familiar with the work being done.
D. J. Vaughan, Anna B. Wilson, Mercer Goodrich,
High School.
At the opening of the year we concluded to make some radi-
cal changes in the study of the English language and literature,
and, after carefully considering the subject, it was thought best
to introduce a four years course in reading, made up of entire
selections from the works of such classic English and American
authors as seemed best adapted to accomplish the ends desired.
In this way it is believed that the pupil may gradually but
surely form an intimate acquaintance with the best works of a
few authors, and not only be instructed to form original and
independent judgments concerning what he reads, but also be
encouraged to cultivate a taste for good literature, which shall
be a safe guide in the selection of reading matter after leaving
school.
The average American child is a voracious reader, and, if we
can teach him how and what to read, and inspire him with a
real love for the best literature, we shall do much towards
securing for him a liberal education.
It is also believed that the simplest and surest method of
imparting a practical knowledge of the principles of English
grammar, rhetoric, and composition is to develop these subjects
gradualh' and inductively in connection with the study of liter-
ature. To this end the teachers now give oral instruction in
these branches, and follow each reading lesson with an exercise
in composition, thus devoting one seventh of the time and
energy of the school directly to the study of our language and
literature.
Although three or more years must elapse before the best
results can be expected, yet we are gratified to note that those
already attained surpass our expectations.
We take pleasure in stating the marked change in interest in
the study of physical science, due not alone to our able teacher
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iu this department, but in part to the apparatus which we have
put into the school during the past year. At tliis time acous-
tics, optics, and electricity are being taught exjierimentally.
This has been proved by the best educators in the world to be
the only right way to teach physical science. This year our
expenditure has been slight and the apparatus simple, and even
with this we have obtained results wholly beyond our expecta-
tions. To show how this branch of study is appreciated as
taught iu our high school, we cite the fact that three of last
year's graduates have asked the privilege of returning to school
to secure higher attainments and better scholarship, and the
result of their work proves how valuable this branch of study
may become not only to the individual l»ut to the higher stand-
ing of the school.
RAYMOND.—Martha Scribner.
GENERAL REMARKS.
In undertaking the duty of supervising the schools, it has
been my aim to promote their welfare in any way that might
present itself, and to make a careful investigation in all re-
spects, that a correct report might be returned. Of course it is
known to all, if not acknowledged, that to secure good schools
and good effects from them, the three following recourses are
essential : A reasonable people, good school-houses properly
furnished, and good teachers. For this matter, there are always
those who have a greater love for fault-finding than for helping
;
but. for the most part, the people have been found interested
and anxious for the well-being of their schools and the best
culture of their children. This feeling carried more into action
would make it a better guaranty that their hopes would be
realized. In districts where their school-houses lack wall maps
and globes, they would find it a paying investment to supply
the deficiencies. There would also be an advantage in having
fewer districts. It might not be wise to unite any, yet in dis-
tricts 4, 5, and 10 such an act, with proper provisions, seems to
be needed for the benefit of the people in those localities, which
benefit, by a general influence, would naturally extend to the
whole town.
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A competent aud conscientious teacher, once acquainted with
a school, can do better for it than one unacquainted, however
competent. In this respect it might have been better in most
cases to have had less changes perhaps ; but the circumstances
did not permit, and it is evident that pi'udential committees, gen-
erally, have acted from an interest in their districts and not from
selfish motives. Thus a good class of teachers was looked for.
and secured for the schools. By reason of generally good dis-
cipline and instruction of seventeen different teachers in eleven
schools, as much has been accomplished as ought to have been
expected. For the peace and prosperity of a community, for a
nation's safety, the loudest call that can be made is for men and
women who are willing to be measured by their souls. In the
common schools we look for the elements from which to build
such a generation. In the different districts of the town these
elements exist in the intelligence and active capacity of the
children, aud no pains should be spared to raise this available
talent to the highest tone and purest state of culture, for the
future intellectual, moral, and religious demands of society.
RINDGE.—Geo. AV. Todd.
TEACHEKS,
How vast the importance of employing men and women thor-
oughly capable and worthy of the places they are called to
occupy. A really good teacher not only has full knowledge of
the branches to be taught, but capacity to communicate, to wake
up mind, to rouse up an interest, to quicken the perception, and
to guide it to a right understanding. The good teacher will not
be content with guess-work, or with giving results without an
understanding of how these are reached. The capable teacher
is not wedded to text-books, but takes them only for a guide ;
nor will one half of his library consist of keys and such like
ponies. A teacher is not one who merely hears recitations : he
is far more.—one who forms habits of study, awakens enthusi-
asm, draws out and directs talent. All this ought to be and
will be the aim of the good teacher. In view of this, the duty
of selecting teachers is one of no small responsibility. The
best cannot alwavs be secured ; but sound discretion should be
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exercised to obtain the best possible. The differeuee of a few-
dollars more by the term or month is of little consequence com-
pared with incompetency, deficiency, or inefficiency.
REFUSING TO GRANT CERTIFICATES.
School committees have this power ; but to exercise it is an
embarrassing duty, and always attended with much anno^'ance
to the committee, and often with injury, for the time being,
to the schools. It is not a pleasant thing to subject a morally
worthy young man or woman to the mortification of a refusal,
when arrangements have been made, pay agreed upon, and
word given out that he or she is to teach in a given district, and
the school is waiting to commence. Still harder is a refusal in
case of those who have taught before, and who present certifi-
cates of ability and success in other places, and to whom per-
haps the avocation is their only means of support, and of future
improvement and consequent usefulness. We have met just
such cases. Besides, it requires much beside book-learning
to teach a good school. Often a merely passable scholar pos-
sesses just the requisite tact, and will succeed admirably, while
the superior scholar will fail in the same school. If no dis-
turbing element arises, all is well ; but if there does one arise,
somebody must bear the blame. No other place comes more
convenient than the committee's shoulders. If we remember,
Adam was not guilty, and Eve thought she was not.
We haA-e conversed frequently with many school committees,
and with not one who does not admit approbating candidates of
inferior scholarship as judged of by examination. We have
done so many times. We did so last year. We have done so
this year. We have been sharply criticised in Rindge because
of granting certificates last year and this year. We have been
as sharply criticised for refusal. We believe a teacher ought
to be able to instruct a class under ordinary circumstances, or
go through a sharp examination all day, without using text-
books, except in reading classes. Now if we should fix upon
such a grade of scholarship as this, not one out of ten teachei'S
the past two years in our schools would have received a certifi-
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cate. Yet, all things considered, we have always used onr best
judgment and soundest discretion.
In cases of refusal it frequently happens that personal friends
will intercede, relatives will regard it as a personal indignit}',
and the outside public, who know nothing of the real merits of
the case, will remonstrate. Ver}' often, too, if a candidate be
refused, the people of the district will take sides in such a way
that he who does have the school, let him be possessed of every
necessary acquirement, will have increased difficulties to meet,
and the result, for one term at least, be worse than if a less
competent person received the committee's sanction. When
the individual districts demand the highest ability and most
accurate and extensive scholarship, prudential committees will
take heed to such demand.
HOW MUCH CAN THE TEACHER DO FOR THE PUPIL?
We think too much stress is given to what a teacher can do^
and often too much is required that he cannot do. If the pupil
reads well or ill, the teacher has the credit of it. But if he does
not improve well in that branch, can the teacher possess him
with the sense of the piece and the meaning of the author? or
judge for him of the time, pitch, and force with which the piece
ought to be read? or in his place give correct emphasis and
inflection ? Can the teacher remember the multiplication-table
for the pupil, or the conjugation of the verb, or declension of
the noun and pronoun? or supply reasoning capacity for the
adaptation of all the conditions of the problem to the end to
be reached? The pupil must do his own work, or it can never
be done so as to avail him anything. The teacher's work can
never supply capacities, or make good the time lost in sport,
idleness, or indolence. Some are born lazy and indolent, and
they will die so. The school-room is a miniature society : only
a few lead. The rest are indifferent. The clergymen cannot
draw half their parishes into the church on Sunday' ; nor can
the Sunday-school superintendent draw half of that half into
his school, and not half of that fraction will be master of the
lesson. How can teachers in the public schools alone do much
better? The teachers, if competent, can point the way and give
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examples and make explanations ; but practically the i)upirs
education will be, must be, his own work. He cannot steal,
borrow, hire, or buy it. It must come, if it come at all, by his
own energy, hard work, constant application, and a careful men-
tal regimen. Let the teachers do their whole duty, so far as thev
know or can find out ; and if they do not, let them be censured
for remissness. But let only those censure who know what
remissness is, nor let the pupils' errors and parents' faults be
charged to teachers' laxity.
ROLLINSFORD.—A. W. Pike.
Our schools can never reach that degree of perfection that
is desirable, until there is a better understanding between the
teacher and parent than now exists. It is no uncommon cir-
cumstance for a teacher to take charge of a school, and keep it
through a term, or perhaps a whole year, without forming the
slightest acquaintance with any of the parents of the childi-en
whom he instructs from day to day. This is decidedly wrong.
Every parent knows where to find the teacher, and should call
at his school often, and make inquiries concerning the deport-
ment, progress, and interest that his children are taking in their
studies, and should thus show the teacher that he is alive with
interest for the success and advancement of those whom he has
entrusted to his care. Ought we not, as parents, to show as
much anxiety for the growth and development of the minds of
our children, as we would if we had a fine colt which we had
given into the hands of the horseman to be trained ? What
owner of such an animal but would often call on his trainer,
and make inquiries of his success with his charge—what he
thought of his make, of his speed, future possibilities, etc.?
And can it be possible that any parent can be less concerned in.
the training and development of the immortal mind of his child,
that is destined to an eternal existence, than he would be in the
physical training of the brute that perisheth ?
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RYE.
—
Charles J. Brown, G. H. Jenness.
Happily the imi)ortance of common school education is a
subject upon which all parents are interested : tlie different
religious denominations, as well as the dift'erent political par-
ties, are united on the subject of school education. The future
public and professional men of our countrv, the future states-
men, and political otlicers, state and national, are to come from
our common schools, and are there to receive the foundation of
that education which is to fit them for their stations.
The common school is a friend of the poor. The rich may
send their children from home, and pay the exorbitant price now
demanded for an accomplished education, while the poor man
cannot
;
yet if they improve the facilities for an education
afforded by the common school, they can compete in the battle
of life with their more wealthy neighbors. Here the children of
all classes meet on a common level, and are entitled to equal
benefits. We have in New England, in our common schools, a
richer mine than any which California affords. Some of our
poorest young men have worked here, and have become rich in
intelligence, character, and influence, and have scattered them
over our whole country.
The rich have a moral obligation resting on them to promote
the cause of free education. It is for their interest as well as
their duty to sustain the common school. It costs less to edu-
cate youth than to take care of the uneducated. Intelligence
gives security and wealth to the community. Sustain and en-
courage common schools, and make them what they should be
—
nurseries of intelligence, virtue, and integrity—and you have
done much towards securing happiness to yourselves, and pros-
perity to your children ; you have done more towards banishing
misery and crime from the land, than you would by erecting an
almshouse at every corner and a prison in ever}' town.
We have a right to be proud of our common school. It has
developed a mighty power, which is at work over this whole
land, giving impulse to every noble movement, and energy to
every active enterprise. The general diffusion of knowledge
among; all classes leaves none unbenefited. The agriculturist,
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mechanic, and statesman of 3'oung America have already




One great drawback to the progress of our schools, and one
thing of which there has been the most complaint made by
teachers, is the irregularity in attendance, and want of punctu-
ality of mau}^ pupils. The remedy lies with the parents. Let
them see that their children are at school regularly, and at the
right time, and there will be much less occasion to complain of
their want of progress.
Prudential committees have exercised good judgment in their
selection of teachers, all of whom, with the exception of two,
having had previous experience in teaching, and with two ex-
ceptions have been residents of the town. I think as a town
we should feel proud of their ability and success, and encourage
home talent by giving them the preference when hiring teachers.
There have been one or more terms of school in all the dis-
tricts, with the exception of district No. 9. There has been no
school-house here suitable for school purposes for several years.
A new house should be built, or they should unite with other
districts. The latter we think preferable, as there are too many
districts in town for the mone}' raised. There is a strong de-
mand for readjustment of district lines. If the eleven school
districts were included in seven, the money would be more
judiciously expended, and afford better facilities for improve-
ment. Such a plan would insure better teachers and longer
schools.
SANBORNTON.—Rev. A. A. Bickford.
The matter of personal likes and dislikes is too much thought
of in the choice of teachers, as well as in aiding and supporting
them subsequently. The power of inspiring and leading our
young people to the best attainments of mind and heart is the
quality of supreme value in the teacher. The teacher who pos-
sesses it should receive our earnest support, though he or she
be not of " our set," for the sake of love and justice to the ris-
ing generation. Let no one suppose that the sort of narrowness
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just referred to exists to an unusual extent in Sanbornton, how-
ever. The intelligent and widespread interest in the well-being
of our schools, which exists in different sections of the town,
is certainly encouraging and praiseworthy. The lamentable
imperfections of our present school system constantly stare us
in the face, and demand to be remedied. If our young people
have equal rights, they are far from having equal privileges.
In two or three districts money has been raised by local enter-
prise to increase their school privileges. In other and most
needy cases nothing of the kind has been done. If citizens of
some of our districts would visit neighboring schools and observe
how their children are surpassed by those having better opportu-
nities, they would nearly or quite be startled out of their penny-
wise policy.
SANDWICH.—Herman H. Quimby.
Of a corps of twenty-three prudential committee, only three
visited the schools for which they employ teachers. If pru-
dential committees would visit the schools twice during each
term, they would know for themselves whether or not the}' had
secured a good teacher. Their visits would also serve as an
incentive to well-doing, for each teacher would seek to please
his employer.
It often happens that the most popular teacher is not the
best. Many a teacher who does faithful service in the school-
room does not receive credit for it.
Prudential committees cannot be too careful in selecting a
teacher. We do not want teachers who know only just enough
to teach the children under their charge, but wo want teachers
of high moral character as well as scholarly attainments, whose
influence in and out of the school-room is the best. Let us aim
for the highest and 1)est interests of our schools.
SOUTH NEWMARKET.—Rev. J. II. Fitts.
THINGS WORTH SAYING.
Common schools are the people's colleges. Bright l)oys and
girls are graduating continually from them for tlie home, the
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shop, the counter, and the fann. Our town schools should
furnish the best possible conditions for obtaining an education,
whether the pupils come from cottage or palace. AYe endeavor
to make them thus practically beneficial ; and we measurably
succeed. Every pupil in our schools may become wise and good
if he will. The road to usefulness, honor, and happiness is
alike free to the meritorious from every class in society. Pri-
vate schools, academies, and seminaries are for those who can
afford the expense. They cannot fill the place of the public
school ; they can never compensate for its wholesome, uplifting
rivalries. On this arena many pupils who can do but little with
books still contrive to pick up much useful information. Their
simple presence every day and six hours a day in this atmos-
phere of cultured thought and scholarly ambition does more to
promote mental culture than the private tutelage of the most
popular teacher can do.
We have several pupils who are attending school in other
places. Probably no children, who are physically able to do so,
are to be reported as not attending an}' school. Some pupils
are too easily turned aside from school pursuits for a time, by
the prospect of earning money in the berry-field, hay-field, or
shop. Irregular attendance, truancy, and insubordination are
generally needless, and always injurious. Misdemeanors of the
school-room and yard should be corrected, absentees should be
looked after, and truants should be restored. Reform in these
respects must always be insisted on. Here parents have more
responsibility than any other parties. The teacher's authority
has been so much limited by popular sentiment of late years,
that there is little danger of its becoming excessive. A con-
venient name to conjure by is that of the truant officer. Gen-
erally his functions will be jiierely nominal. In some cases,
however, it may be expedient to refer to him.
All our teachers are too well known in town and vicinity
as able, experienced, and successful instructors to need any
eulogy from your committee. Emulative of success, they have
proved themselves capable, enthusiastic, and stimulative in the
several schools. Mv task has been to cheer them on in their
own well-chosen methods, rather than to interfere with counter
suggestions of my own. The true teacher is necessarily neither
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he who carries most facts iu his head, nor he who excels in
physical discipline. Something more is required than book
and ferule,—something bej'ond all scholarship and all military
precision. The great work begins when the offices of birch and
book end. The heart rather than head or hand is the leader
and prompter. No amount of drills or learning avails without
this. Mind grows as the body does by inward assimilation,
not by outward addition. Immature youth must be disciplined
by principle, not by dynamite. Young America refuses to be
driven by mechanism : he moves b}^ magnetism. True teaching
is one of the magical arts. It requires special aptness, instinct,
inspiration, and genius. It is for the most part a refining,
spiritualizing influence,—mind quickening mind, spirit fashion-
ing spirit, life moulding life, and character building up charac-
ter. Its outcome is traced in awakened thought, strengthened
intellect, disciplined conscience, and the fixed destiny.
SPRINGFIELD.—Charles McDaniel.
READING AND OBJECT-SYSTEM.
Having thus far briefly stated the appearance of the schools
separately, a few general remarks may not be amiss. Reading,
the first and most important study in our schools, has not shown
much improvement, with few exceptions, the past year. The
teachers have not, generally, thoroughly instructed in respect
to the style of reading or the sentiments ; in other words, they
have not exercised due " preparation" for each reading lesson;
consequently our pupils have lacked in energy and in a proper
understanding of their reading. Too little attention is paid
to proper enunciation. Children or scholars should open their
mouths and let their words flow out clearly, distinctly, and loud
enough to be plainly understood in the school-room. Reading
at home should be encouraged. I found one young girl at the
beginning of the summer schools, who read very much better
than when she left the last winter term. I was told that she
had almost daily read more or less in books and newspapers.
This one girl has no better advantages than the average scholar
in town. We hope other children will profit by the voluntary
example of the one referred to, and enter our next summer
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schools far better and more intelligent readers than when our
winter schools closed.
No change can be legally made in text-books the next year
except in our grammars. Should it be thought advisable to
change Greene's Grammar, our preference now would be to
adopt Swinton's series. We should prefer "live," wide-awake
teachers in grammar or language to a change of text-books, and
in this as well as other branches of study let the teaching be
object-teaching, which by some is considered the new mode ;
—
but we would refer to the "Pestalozziau system" or object-
system developed fourscore years ago, which is substantially as
follows :
1. Activity is a law of childhood. Accustom the child to
do : educate the hand.
2. Cultivate the faculties in their natural order : First, form
the mind, then furnish it.
3. Begin with the senses, and never tell a child what he can
discover for himself.
4. Reduce every subject to its elements : one difficulty at a
time is enough for a child.
5. Proceed step by step. Be thorough. The measure of
information is not what the teacher can give, but what the child
can receive.
6. Let every lesson have a point, either immediate or re-
mote.
7. Develop the idea, then give the term : cultivate language.
8. Proceed from the known to the unknown ; from the par-
ticulars to the general ; from the concrete to the abstract ; from
the simple to the more difficult.
9. First synthesis, then analysis—not the order of the sub-
ject, but the order of nature.
It may be said teachers are not qualified to instruct in this
way. If they are not, they should be before applying to any
prudential committee for a position. We hope our prudential
committees will continue to exercise their best judgment in
hiring teachers, and accept of none unless they have every rea-
son to believe they are worthy and well qualified.
Parents and citizens continue to manifest an increased inter-
est in our schools by visiting them more frequently ; and should
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anything occur in respect to which the parent thinks the teacher
may be in fault in regard to the school, go and talk in a friendly
way with him or her and the committee, before making any
complaint against the teacher in presence of any pupil.
We have had no complaint made to us during the past year
in regard to order, *' Heaven's first law," so indispensable in
all schools. Doubtless the best way to preserve order is to
teach well : then the child or youth will 1)e so interested in the
lesson as to have no spare time for mischief.
STRAFFORD.—Charles H. Twombly.
PARENTS.
It is your duty as parents to cooperate with the teachers if
you wish the schools to prosper. You should not neglect to
visit the school in your district a number of times during each
term, for the purpose of ascertaining how your children are
progressing, and to encourage them in their studies. Nothing is
more pleasing and encouraging to the teacher than to have par-
ents visit the school and cooperate with him in the promoting
of education. Parents, you should take an interest in having
your children attend school regularly, and should not allow them
to be tardy, and should avoid keeping them at home, as much as
possible, for the amount of work they can do. It is more for the
interest of your children to attend school than to stay at
home. Children cannot make rapid progress if they only attend
school two or three days in a week. It is necessary that your
children should attend school regularly if you wish them to
make great advancement in their studies. The greatest hin-
drance to the success of your scholai's is irregular attend-
ance. Parents, you find fault that your children do not make
sufficient advancement in their studies, and )'et blame the
teachers for what you yourselves are to blame for. If you wish
your children to advance and make rapid progress in educat-
ing themselves, you should see that they attend school regularly,
and that they are advised to perform all the work that is pos-
sible in school. It is also your duty to uphold the teachers in
keeping good order and in making the scholars obey the rules
of the school, for without order our schools are worthless. If
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your children are punished for misconduct at school, avoid
making any complaint against the teacher that will have a ten-
dency to create any hardness between your children and the
teacher, but encourage them to obey the rules. Parents, if you
wish your schools to be successful, you must be co-workers with
the teachers.
STRATFORD.—C. E. Moses, F. N Day.
DUTIES AND MOTIVES.
TVe are apt to throw too much responsibility upon our teach-
ers ; to think they can educate and instruct our youth without
any of our assistance or attention. But the facts are these :
They are greatly hindered in their work of instruction by the
want of assistance on the part of the parents, who allow the
most trivial event to serve as an excuse for non-attendance at
school. Absences of pupils from recitations is one of the great-
est evils the teacher has to contend with, and one which parents
are wholly responsible for and able to correct. If the omission
of a single recitation makes it hard for the pupil to keep pace
with the class, how much more evident is the bad effect of per-
sistent absences.
Again : there seems to be on the part of some parents a total
want of care as to the habits formed by their boys ; and it is
useless to expect any improvement while they are allowed to
run at will on the streets evenings, shouting vulgarity and pi'o-
fanity, visiting places only to learn vile expressions to be re-
peated on the play-ground to the injury of their playmates.
When the parents see that their children are at home, or away
from these bad influences ; that they are instructed at home in
things right in themselves ; that they are promptly at school
every day and every recitation,—then will our teachers be suc-
cessful in developing in them that discipline of mind which
constitutes the efficiency of a good scholar and a useful citizen.
Another very important thing in the education of our youth is
the selection of good teachers. The best] are the cheapest at
any price. No matter how much you pay. F'ar better pay a
good teacher more wages and have a short school, than to hire
a poor teacher for the sake of having a long school.
120 Superintendent's Report.
Again : in the selection of your ideal teacher, get one that
can awaken the greatest interest in your children for an educa-
tion. Knowledge is adapted to the inind as perfectly as food to
the stomach ;—but as poor cooking may render food nauseating,
so information may be presented to the mind in such a way as
to disgust rather than delight it. The endless questions asked
by young children reveal the natural desire for knowledge.
Could this state of mind last, teachers would be relieved from
the consideration of a multitude of perplexing inventions. What
a catalogue of dubious devices are practised to make pupils
study,—marking, merit-cards, prizes, detention after school to
make up recitations, reproofs, and various forms of punish-
ment. Some of these may at times be necessary and advan-
tageous, if they result in securing the desire for study ; but
otherwise they are of little value, if not positively injurious,
for lessons learned under the stimulus of any other motive than
a desire of knowing are soon forgotten. How important, then,
that parents should strive to awaken an interest in their chil-
dren for learning, for all know how easily we can remember
what we are interested in, and how readily we forget what we
do not care about. The only efficient motive for study, then,
must alwa3's be an interest in the subject, a desire to know.
"Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after knowledge, for
they shall be filled." In a certain sense, there is a royal road
to learning, and it is travelled by those who are impelled by a
great hunger for knowledge. Such students pursue their stud-
ies with ever increasing delight. Their desire to know grows
by what it feeds upon.
STRATHAM.—Rev. A. B. Peabody.
REMARKS.
The schools have gone forward with their work very pleas-
antly this year, and good work has been done. Prizes were
offered in the autumn for the best composition from our schol-
ars on the subject of intemperance. Many compositions were
prepared, with much enthusiasm and very marked ability. At
the public meeting in Noveml)er, most of them were read to a
large and attentive audience, and the prizes awarded. It was a
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temperance meeting of great interest, and no donbt the plan
and its carrying out will do much good. Our best hope in this
cause is to make sure of the children for the right, till they can
say, with one of the youngest boys, " I think that I shall not
be a drunkard," and with one of the younger girls, " Intemper-
ance is a sin." We need text-books on intemperance to be
used in all our schools.
At one time this year twenty-one of the older scholars of this
town were attending schools in other towns ; enough, with the
advanced scholars in town not finding the opportunit}' to thus
attend higher schools, to make a good high school in Stratham.
Question : Would it not be well for this town, for its own wel-
fare for the years to come, to support a high school at a central
place, say the town hall, for at least one winter term, that all
the advanced scholars who wished could partake of its benefits ?
Would not that be a long step in advance for Stratham? Or,
better still, that some one, or that several of the rich men of
this town uniting in the work, should find it in their hearts to
give the town money enough to establish a high school for all
the year, with a suitable building?
That brings to mind the line, " How far a good deed shines in
a naughty world ? " That would make fragrant their memories
for many generations. How more usefully dispose of a portion
of their property for the good of thei]' native town, or better
repay the debt we all owe to our fathers for the institutions we
have inherited ? "I speak as to wise men. Consider ye what
I have said."
Education and godliness are the best safeguards of our town
and nation. Education will not make good character, which
alone can secure prosperity, but education with godliness will.
Our fathers wisely builded the school-house next to the church,
and took care of both at great cost and self-sacrifice. If we,
their descendants, do not want disgrace, poverty, intemperance,
and crime to come in like a flood, Ave must take good care of
our schools and of our churches, the light-houses and also the
strongholds of oood civilization.
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SULLR^AN.—RosABELLE S. Rugg.
READING, COMPOSITIONS, AND EXAMINATIONS.
Reading is generally least taught of any branch in our com-
mon schools. It is not uncommon for the teacher to call a class
in reading, require the pupils to say over the words found in
the lesson, and excuse the class, little if any benefited.
To awaken new interest in this branch, some of the most
popular magazines were recommended and used in most of our
schools in connection with the reader now in use,—Monroe's.
The most important reason for this action was, to give the
children a greater variety of reading of about the same grade.
When the children have learned all the pieces in their reader,
they crave something new, and are often led to take a reader of
the next higher grade before they are sufficiently advanced to
read it understandingly.
We are convinced, from the improvement over last year, that
our scholars need more reading of the same grade than is found
in our series of readers. Could we have enough readers to
supply each school with different ones, and when read through,
exchange with another school, and so on in rotation until each
school has had five different readers (or perhaps a less number
would supply the demand, owing to the difference in the size of
schools), and the cost but the same as for one, we think it would
be a great benefit to our schools. To do this it would be neces-
sary for the books to be owned by the town, as is the case to
some extent with some of our neighbors.
Pictures designed for school use have been used in every
school, from which the smallest scholars were required to write
the names of objects seen, and the larger ones a story. The
result was, a large number of stories written, and the little ones
kept quiet from being usefully employed.
It is customary for the schools to give a public examination
at the close of each term, when it is expected that the parents
and friends of education will be present. The teacher having
carefully studied the capabilities, dispositions, and peculiarities
of the scholars during the term, and labored with a will to
accomplish the best possible results from material furnished,
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now stands accountable for the amount learned, manner of
reciting the same, general behavior, &c. On this occasion a
scholar is not asked to draw a map from memory on the
blackboard not previously studied, or perform an example in
arithmetic beyond the rules already learned, or write the analy-
sis of a sentence too complex for his understanding. Select
reading and the pieces learned for declamation are assigned
with discretion ; and only those scholars who can sing are in-
vited to join in the school carol. All the exercises are arranged
by the model teacher, with due regard for the happiness, pro-
motion, and highest good of all the pupils. And what does
she expect and rightly demand of her visitors?—their undivided
attention. An orderly school may be made disorderly through
the indifference and carelessness of visitors, and a disorderly
one hardly endurable from the same cause.
SUNAPEE.—George Dodge.
THINGS WORTH SAYING.
Dr. Bushby, the eminent English instructor, being asked how
he, through the successive and turbulent reigns of Charles I, Oli-
ver Cromwell, Charles IT, and James, continued to hold the mas-
tership of Westminster school, i-eplied,—"The fathers govern
the nation, the mothers govern the fathers, the boys govern
the mothers, and I govern the school." Is it unfair or illogical,
then, to conclude that our teachers occupy a position which
enables them to be, and that in fact they are, the moulders of
the governoi'S of the state and nation? This being so, what
care for honest purposes and correct principles should he have
who would encourage, stimulate, foster, and I'ear the tender
thoughts of rising humanity! Herbert says,—"The task of
the instructor consists in transmitting and interpreting to the
new generation the experiences of the race." We hear from
Macaulay,—"A people which takes no pride in the noble
achievements of remote ancestors, will never achieve anything
worthy to be remembered with pride by remote descendants."
Rouseau's " Emile " portrays a sj^stem according to which the
charge of early education belongs properly to the father and
mother. The Swiss Pestalozzi. who for the last hundred years
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has exerted so strong an influence upon education in Germany,
sets forth that education must begin and continue under home
influence. Teachers well know, and most keenly do they feel,
that their success very largely depends upon the manner in
which parents second their efforts. Parents and guardians by
indifference, not to mention either covert or open opposition,
have perplexed and discouraged, if not broken down, many an
excellent teacher. An inimical remark or opinion often will
prompt more insubordination, and even open rebellion, than a
hostile one. Store gossips, idle talkers, and tattlers produce
more evil consequences than one can wish to follow. The in-
terests of the school-room ought not to be thus jeopardized.
Greatest are the dependences upon the wisdom and abilities of
the teacher. " I like sparkling water from a sparkling goblet."
Extreme loquacity, relaxation of discipline, and loss of self-
control put the whip and reins into the hands of the pupils.
There is nothing like a lively appreciation of the subject being
taught, with a happy method of illustration and good common-
sense, backed by a will which admits of no vacillation. A
positive mild character accomplishes much more than a negative
boisterous one. Let the branches taught have a practical shape
and aim in the mind of the teacher. Let him be able to show
wlw and on what principles the statements and directions of
the book are given. Hardly can there be a greater mistake, or
more fatal one, than the prevalent idea that a teacher of limited
attainments, little experience or tact, will answer for a school
of small scholars, or a backward one. They are made and
kept dull and backward l)y the employment of dull and backward
teachers. One who can be most versatile, bright, sprightly,
and fertile in devices for exciting and sustaining an interest
;
one who can put in the place of dearth, intellectual life, in that
of darkness, light, turning from the abstract book statement
to the concrete, lively princii)les underlying such statement ; he
who can provoke most thought and best reasoning,—should be
put in such schools, though the term must be shorter.
There has been brought to the knowledge of the committee
no case of intentional neglect on the part of teachers to do their
duty to the pupils under their charge ; yet different degrees of
success have been manifested in the schools, for the reason that
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nature as well as art has a large part in the make-up of a
teacher as well as that of a statesman, an orator, or the large
pine, or the red-wood trees of California. Experience, added to
native ability, improves it. "Number of terms" without that
prerequisite will not be accompanied with great progress. The
large experience of some of the teachers, with their natural
adaptability to instruct, has been very advantageous. Also
some excellent talent has shown itself where the number of
terms has been small. The schools have been all that could
be expected ; though more in some cases would have been
desirable. Outline maps, a globe, and a Webster's Unabridged
Dictionary in each school-house would be efficient aids. No.
8 is thus supplied ; the others can hardly afford to be without
them. Only one certificate has been asked for of the superin-
tending school committee for " returned register," and but five
of the registers are properly filled. This causes the super-
intending school committee in making this report much an-
noyance, and will render it impossible to fully report to the
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
More strictness on the part of the prudential committees
should be insisted upon in this matter. It is not intended that
this report shall contain any blazing, searching criticism, or
fulsome, doubtful flattery ; but should any future prudential
committee desire information about any of the teachers, as such,
it will be freely imparted. The teachers and pupils of this
town have the best wishes of the superintending school commit-
tee for their cooperation in promoting the cause of education.
SUTTON.—Benj. Johnson.
It is a lamentable fact that the parental world does not 3'et
realize the importance of an early, very early, training of the
would-be men and women who are to take our places.
Children should be impressed by their parents with the impor-
tance of their schools, especially with the idea that it is their
duty to attend regularly, and to be present at the assigned hour
for the connnencement of the exercises.
There should be a careful and cautionary training^ of children
in the domestic circle in relation to the treatment of each other
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aud their associates at home, iu the street, or elsewhere, if you
would surel}' have them respectful, obedient, truthful, and trust-
worthy while at school.
This discipline is of the first importance, and should be so
regarded if we would have our children form good habits and
receive the full benefits, in a disciplinary and educational point
of view, which the schools are intended to give, and the effect
will be seen in the coming community.
TAMWORTH.—J. T. Davis, H. T. Hodgkins.
SCHOOL-MEETINGS, AXD THE UXIOK OF DISTRICTS.
A greater interest should be taken in the school-meetings.
In many of your districts a few transact the business. In
some, not more than five or six are present ; and too often
those who absent themselves are the best able financially and
intellectually to aid in pushing forward the interest of their
schools. This, we believe, is wrong, provided the town will per-
sist in perpetuating the district system ; for here the agents, who
employ 3'our teachers and expend your money, and upon whom
the interest and prosperity of your schools largely depend, are
chosen. There should be no boy's play at these annual meet-
ings. The doctrine, that every man in your district is entitled
to and should hold the office of prudential committee, is an error
which should not be allowed to be carried out in practice.
Your most intelligent, live, enthusiastic men. who take an
active interest in the prosperity of the schools, who are willing
to make no little sacrifice for their benefit, are the ones who
should have the office, and that as many years as they can be
persuaded to accept it. Why should he be entrusted with this-
responsible position who cares nothing about the school or who
the teacher is, provided he can secure one at low wages for a.
certain number of weeks, until the money is expended. The
employing of teachers is of such importance tliat greater care
should be taken in the selection of them.
We believe that it is not only their duty to train and develop the
intellect, but to develo]) and form the moral and religious char-
acter of their pupils ; for without this their intellectual attain-
ments will be of little worth to themselves or the community.
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Hence the importance of secnring teachers who have at heart
the moral welfare of our 3'outh, who, alongside the work of
teaching them the sciences, will as earnestly endeavor to plant
in their minds the seeds of truth, integrity, nobleness of char-
acter, and inspire them with a love for moral excellence.
The responsibility of obtaining good teachers rests in a great
degree with the prudential committee. They are under no obli-
gation to employ any but the very best possible, while the super-
intending school committee will be required to give a certificate
if they pass an examination which satisfies the demands of the
law, though he knows of others far superior who might be em-
ployed.
The welfare of any community, town, or nation may be said
to be represented by its system of public education of the
masses. Therefore, to enjoy what it is our privilege to as a
civilized and enlightened people, we must make the standard of
our intelligence higher and higher as we march along the path
of time. Our school-district system somewhat clogs the prog-
ress of educational improvement. Well has one said, "Our
district system intrusts with two classes of officers the manage-
ment of our schools, neither wholly responsible for their charac-
ter, and frequently acting in direct opposition to each other.
Under 6^ch circumstances the full benefit of our common schools
cannot be realized. Reason and fact alike condemn it as a
fruitful source of inconveniences and evils. It perpetuates
poor school-houses and inefficient teachers. It prevents the
equalization of school advantages, and stands in the way of a
proi)er classification of pupils." There is a remedy for this.
Our statutes provide that " any town may at an\' time abolish
the school-districts therein," and that the whole town "•shall
then be considered as one school-district;" that "school-dis-
tricts, composed of the whole town, shall at their annual meet-
ing elect a board of education, who shall have and exercise all
the powers and duties of superintending and prudential school
committees." If, then, you would i)ress forward the educa-
tional interests of your town to the highest point possible, we
believe you should take possession of the advantages offered by
this law, and that as soon as you can legally do so. To think
of returning to the i)ublic school system of a hundred or even
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fifty years ago is folly, and to think we have reached perfection
is worse than folly. Then, if we cannot go to the past for our
standard, nor have it in the present, we must press on, yes,
onward and higher !
TEMPLE.—M. H. Fisk, Chairman of Board.
At the closing examinations, the committee found that read-
ing had been more or less badly neglected in our schools. AVriting
was usually attended to but once a week, and then, perhaps
while the teacher was engaged in some other work ; drawing of
maps was never mentioned ; teaching of mathematics was con-
fined mostly to the books, without the practical application by
outside work ; and pronunciation was mostly by guess, as there
were only two schools in town where a dictionary was found,
and those were dictionaries which are not anywhere taken as
good authority for pronunciation.
Before the fall schools commenced, the board of education had
a meeting, and voted that the chairman be instructed to purchase
a Worcester's Comprehensive Dictionary, a small globe, and a
late map of the United States, for each school in town. This
vote was passed on the strength of a law passed 1879—School
Digest of Laws, chap. 5, sec. 30—authorizing school committees,
with the sanction of the selectmen, to purchase map^ of New
Hampshire for each school-district, with any money raised for
school purposes;- also maps, globes, dictionaries, charts, &c.,
&c., using, if necessary, one fifth of the literary fund. The ar-
ticles mentioned were purchased and put in every school, and
the attention of both teachers and scholars was called to the
prominent defects in our school system refen-ed to ; and we feel
cei'tain that in every school there was some improvement from
these suggestions.
By chap. 3, sec. 73, Digest of School Laws in N. H., the
board of education is to have the care and custody of all prop-
erty belonging to the district ; and if, during the last year, the
selectmen had agreed to sanction the bills incurred by them in
the repairs, those most needed would have been done.
In conclusion, it becomes a question of much importance to
the town whether or not it will take some action for changing
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the old bounds of the old districts, and perhaps moving school-
houses, so that the number of schools could be reduced by one
or two. Some families living in the extreme parts of the town
could be united by law with districts in adjoining towns, and
thus one fourth and perhaps one third of the money now ex-
pended could be saved. This question should be decided by the
town rather than by the board of education. If it is true that
our population has ])een reduced nearly one hundred since our
last census, we must certainly consider the question sometime,
and the sooner it is done the better we believe it will be for all
concerned.
TROY.—M. T. Stone.
With two exceptions, experienced teachers have been em-
ployed. The general condition of the schools has been good,
and the previous standard of excellence has been maintained.
Most of the schools have progressed harmoniously, and teach-
ers and pupils have worked in unison and concord. Failure, in
all cases, should not be attributed to inability of teachers. Many
injudicious remarks are made by parents and others in regard
to teachers and the management of schools, tending to lower
them in the scholars' estimation, begetting prejudices, and de-
stroying teachers' power for good.
Again : progress in some schools would be more satisfactory
if teachers would remember that instruction should be adapted
to the mental capacity of the pupil, and give explanations in
language which can be understood. Prompt and constant at-
tendance, short lessons well committed, pleasant remarks, and
explanations by teachers, produce the best results. Absence,
tardiness, too many studies at a time and poorly demonstrated,
tend to the discouragement, indecision, confusion, and backward-
ness of many scholars. The worth of school work is shown,
not so much by what the pupils commit to memory, as by what
they manifest in thought, speech, and writing. A capable, ex-
perienced, earnest teacher, watchful parents, well-disposed
scholars, a good school-room, comfortable, convenient, and well
supplied with means for instruction, make a good school. For
all of these let us strive in the future.
9
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TUFTONBOROUGH.—James A. Bennett, William O. S.
HoDGDON, John Haley.
We do not think the general condition of the schools in town
as good as it should have been, taking into consideration the
amount of mone}^ appropriated. The fault is, we think, in em-
ploying inexperienced teachers, who can generally be hired at a
less rate than those of known ability. This is an error too often
committed by prudential committees. And here we wish to call
the attention of citizens to the importance of choosing persons
of intelligence, and those having a working interest in our schools,
for committee, who will employ teachers before the best are
all engaged. One or two teachers have failed to give satisfac-
tion. We would suggest a more hearty cooperation on the part
of parents, and the necessity of discipline in their homes, for
unless children are taught obedience and respect there, we can-
not expect flattering results in the school-room. Let us remem-
ber that our position as parents is a responsible one, and that we
are accountable for the manner in which our trusts are executed.
If we have the interests of the community at heart, we shall show
it by trying to develop the good traits with which all are en-
dowed, and suppressing those that are demoralizing in their
character.
We confidently believe that if these suggestions are followed
a higher standard of excellence in our schools will be the result
—one to which we can point with pride, as a lasting monument
to our system of " free institutions."
WESTMORELAND.—James B. Mason.
On reviewing the past year, we are happy to report a prosper-
ous condition of the schools. With a single exception every
session has been fairly successful, and with two or three excep-
tions all were quite satisfactory, while we have some model
teachers. Concerning those matters which pertain to our
schools, we ought to be a unit. No jealousy or sectional feel-
ing should ever enter the annual school-meeting. We commit
an important trust to the prudential committee, and one who
does not appreciate the responsibility is unfit for the office.
Generally the superintending committee is able to recommend
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teachers especially fitted for the several schools. In some of
the weaker districts it is the custom to give board during the
summer and autumn, and thus secure three terms per 3'ear. This
plan has also served to promote union and harmony. We
earnestly recommend it in all the districts where it is necessary.
We take this opportunity to thank the parents and citizens
for visiting the schools so generally. There were six hundred
and seventeen visits, an average of nearly twenty per session.
There has been an aggregate of two hundred and three pupils
—
an increase of fifteen over last year. Thei-e have also been
three hundred and five weeks of school—an increase of eleven.
We would remind the teacher and prudential committee that
the superintendent is subjected to a fine of fifty dollars if he
does not make satisfactory returns to the state superintendent,
and it is necessary chat the registers be completely made out,
particularly those items in the summary. Please consult "Ex-
tracts from the School Laws."
WHITEFIELD.—Rev. Thomas Spooner.
As an inducement to regular and punctual attendance, I have
given each scholar who went a whole term without being absent
or tardy a beautiful certificate, showing that his name is on
the roll of honor. I have given one hundred and eighty-one of
these certificates the past year. The corresponding number of
those neither absent nor tardy for the year previous is 94, show-
ing an increase of 87, mainly owing to the certificate mentioned.
Some of our schools would be better by having well-paid,
first-class teachers, with shorter terms, than they are with inex-
perienced teachers, poorly paid, simply to make the term long.
While the work that the schools have done the past year has
been an improvement on that of the year preceding, it is not
entirely satisfactory. There is no reason why our schools should
not be as good as the best, and they will be if every one who is




The generally increased success of our schools over last year
has been noticeable, which is partly due to a more thorough
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organization and the introduction of new books, and partly to
an increased interest on the part of the parents, some of whom
have manifested a deep interest in their welfare, and in a few
instances have greatly encouraged the teacher and scholars by
their presence in the school-room. If all the parents in town
would find time to visit their respective schools at least once
each term, we believe it would prove to be a paying investment
of time. It is a faint argument, that you cannot find time.
What one of you would hire a man to care for your farm or
shop, and leave him to himself for a whole season? And yet
many of yow do not see your school in session for years. How
ill are you thus fitted to criticise the labors of those who have
the schools in charge !
Why are our school-books changed ? AVe so often hear this
question, that we think it quite proper to furnish you with ma-
terial from which to form your own answer. In District No. 10
there were at least fort3'-nine classes. In one school eleven
scholars made eight classes in the same grade of arithmetic. In
one instance a class in third reader had four different books.
Under these and similar conglomerations, what could we do but
recommend a change ? But whence this state of affairs ? I
answer, It is largely caused by carelessness in the purchase of
books. Parents should furnish their children with none other
than the legal books, and thus avoid confusion and the conse-
quent necessity of a change. I wish here to correct the false
impression that changing school-books is a remunerative occu-
pation. For procuring the new arithmetics, distributing them
to the schools, filling all of the orders, and collecting and re-
turning the old books, I have received just and only one dollar
and forty-three cents.
WINCHESTER.—G. W. Pierce, James Noyes, Elijah Har-
mon.
the work of the scholar.
In the work of the scholar there are two things to be kept in
mind, viz., thoroughness and comprehensiveness, or, in other
w^ords, quality and quantity. If the lessons are not well mas-
tered, the work is a failure ; and if the lessons are not long
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enough, the Avork is so far forth u fuihire, tliough tlie exanihia-
tion may be even unusually attractive. If in some cases schol-
ars have not had sufficient work assigned to them, it is much to
be regretted. The class-books are very important indexes in
this regard, and should be promi)tIy filled out and always ready
for inspection by the committee, that they may gauge the
quantity as well as the quality of work done.
It is a great pity that any scholar should not have enough to
do. And many a scholar can do vastly more than he thinks he
can, if the teacher has the requisite push and tact. We recog-
nize the impossibility of grading or classifying, or giving les-
sons, according to the exact capacity of each scholar. The work
of the class must be adapted to the average ability of its mem-
bers, while a few could do more, and a few would be better off
if re(piired to do less. But to adapt the whole scale of effort to
the capacity of the weakest would be a serious wu'ong to the
rest. It is a question w'hether the policy of some teachers has
not at least bordered on this mistake.
Teachers should be very careful to cultivate self-reliance and
definiteness of knowledge on the part of the scholars. Leading
questions, or those which in the form or manner of asking I'eveal
the answer desired, should be avoided. And the scholar should
not be allowed to depend upon the look of the teacher for as-
surance. His assurance should be that of definite knowledge.
Guess-work in the school-room is always bad. So is the prac-
tice of helping out by giving the answer sought from the
scholar, or a part of it. These suggestions are made in the
spirit of helpfulness rather than of criticism. We recognize
the fact that the teacher's work is an arduous one, and often
poorly appreciated and poorly paid.
WINDHAM.—B. E. Blanciiaud.
Some of the evils still exist that were common fifty years ago
in kind, if not in degree, one of which is
ABSENTEEISM !
And it certainly is a very great evil not only to those who prac-
tise it, but in a greater or less degree to the whole school, causing
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the interest in the exercises of the school to lag and drag heav-
ily ; and the scholar who is allowed to follow in snch a course
can never become proficient in any branch. Time is lost, money
thrown away, and bad habits formed. We should contest, inch
by inch, every evil that make its appearance to the injury of our
schools, whether new or old, as though it were a personal enemy
warring against our individual welfare.
It may be said " hints," " remarks," and " suggestions " are
stale and threadbare ; but it is required, none the less, that
there should be " line upon line and precept upon precept." It
may be truthfully said, that with few exceptions our schools
have been quite successful, that good order has been maintained,
and that very good progress has been made in all the branches
taught. In the several terms where this has been the case, it
has been the natural result of placing a competent teacher in the
school-room, and of the sustaining influence of parents. An
opposite course will surely bring opposite results. A continued
attempt, even, to violate the rules of the teacher, will never fail
to terminate in disaster. A very few only may be concerned in
disorderly proceedings, but the pernicious influence will be felt
by the innocent majorit}', who thus receive a serious and lasting
injury.
WOODSTOCK.—Rev. M. Proctor Favor.
GOOD ADVICE.
Your committee has but little, comparatively, to report re-
specting the schools taught in town the past year. He does not
feel inclined to parade each teacher's name before you, as is
sometimes done, and tell of his devotion to duty, or speak
harshly of each one's particular delinquencies. The fact that a
girl is a good, faithful, truthful, obedient daughter, is no evi-
dence whatever that she will make a good " school-marm." That
one is qualified to teach as soon as she can tell the parts of
speech in grammar, and solve half the problems in the Com-
mon School Arithmetic, is perfect nonsense. And yet our teach-
ers the past year have ranged all the way from the college grad-
uate nearly to this low grade. True, the latter received no legal
certificate.
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Tt is presumed that each teacher has conscientiously done her
work, whatever has been the result. Some of our schools have
been excellent : the scholars have made fine progress. In oth-
ers, time and money have l)een spent to little advantage.
Now, how is this state of things to be remedied? It is very
easy to say tliat the superintendent has entire control of these
schools, and, when he finds a teacher unprofitable, has tlie power
of removal. True, he might refuse certificates to all persons
unqualified in law, but usually this would deprive some districts
in town of teachers altogether ; for ))ut few well qualified teach-
ers will take charge of these schools for the compensation given :
and no committee will assume such responsibility. The only
remedy, in the view of your committee, is the expenditure of
larger sums for the support of the schools. But the inhabitants
of Woodstock feel now that they do all they can. Hence I see
no way but to employ those who will work for small pay, which,
of course, brings us back to the proposition of teachers with
limited qualifications.
The majority of the registers are returned in an incomplete
condition, making it impossible for the superintendent to an-
swer correctly many of the questions propounded by the state
superintendent. The remedy for this lies with the selectmen.
Every teacher in town has been paid her wages without a cer-
tificate certifying that her register was properly filled, except in
one instance.
I need spend no time in praise or censure of our school-
houses. They are ancient structui'es, and came down to us, I
think, from a former generation. Guard these schools well
:
they constitute a part of our national bulwark, more powerful
for good or ill than well-equipped forts, bristling with heavy
cannon. And when all is done, don't complain any more than
is absolutely necessary ; for teachers, committees, and superin-






The returns from school committees are grouped under the
following heads :






























































































































































































i> ^ — it =s
h:3 =— > - o
S s

































































































































162 Superintendent s Report.
COOS
REVENUE,


























































































































o « sw2 an S «
O "* o,
sill




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































-iS e OJ ii
^S -
fci 00 g 2
SJ.S o o












































































































































































































































* Salaries of school committee included.
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1. The hirgest sum of mone}' api)ropriated to any one district.
2. The smallest sum appropriated to an}' one district.
3. The length, in weeks, of the longest school.
4. The length, in weeks, of the shortest school.
5. Number of scholars in the largest school.
6. Number of scholars in the smallest school.
7. Rate per cent, of school assessment upon the invoiced
valuation, expressed decimally. Many have failed to report
this item ; others have evidently reported it incoi-rectly.
This table exhibits, in the most striking light, some of the
inequalities of our school system.
TABLE in.
This table contains,
1. Number of fractional districts.
2. Number of districts under special acts.
3. Number of different scholars, not registered, attending pri-
vate schools.
4. Number of scholars not absent during the year.
5. Amount of dog-tax appropriated to schools.
6. Number of towns employing teachers from normal schools.
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HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY.
TOWNS.
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The information contained in the following table has been
derived from answers to a circular sent to the various towns in
the state. Its purpose is to give, in one view, some idea of the
resources of the state for a higher education than that given in
the common schools.
The public and private schools are given in separate tables.
It is to be regretted that some schools have failed to report
for the past year.
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4 Districts under special acts
SCHOOLS.
5 Different public schools
6 Graded scliools
Town and district high schools
Schools averaging twelve scholars or less..
.
9 Schools averaging six scholars or less
10 Av'ge length of schools in weeks of five days
SCHOLARS.
11 Boys attending school two weeks or more .
12 Girls attending school two weeks or more.
.
13 Number of scliolars under six years
14 Number of scholars between six and six-
teen years
15 Number of scholars over sixteen years
16 Average attendance of all the scholars
17 Average attendance to each school
18 Ratio of av'ge attend'ce to the whole number
19 Number reported attending private schools,
not registered in the public schools
20 Number reported between five and fifteen
years not attending any school
Whole number reported'under items 11,12,
19,20
Selectmen's enumeration between ( Boys...
five and fifteen years ( Girls. .
23 Not absent during the year




27 Average wages of male teachers per month,
including board
28 Average wages of female teachers per
montli, including board
29 Teaching the first time
30 Teaching the same school two or more suc-
cessive terms
31 Teachers from normal schools



































































































33 Number of school-houses
34 Reported unfit for use
35 Built during the year
Having maps or globes
37 Estimated value of buildings, sites, and
furniture








45 Contributed in board, fuel, and money
4G Entire amount of revenue
EXPENDITURES.
47 New buildings
48 Paid for interest, or to cancel debt
49 Permanent repairs





54 Average cost per scholar for miscellaneous
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STATE SUMMARY AND COMPARATIVE TABULAR VIEW.
1883. 1882. Increase. Decrease.
TOWNS.









Town and district higli schools
Schools averaging twelve scholars or
less
Schools aver'ing six scholars or less
Average length of schools in weeks
of live days
SCHOLARS.
Boys attending school two weeks or
more
Girls attending school two weeks or
more
Number of scholars under six years.
Number of scholars between six and
sixteen j'ears
No. of scholars (>ver sixteen years..
Averarre daily attendance of all the
scholars
Aver'ge daily atten'ce to each school
Ratio of av. rage attendance to the
whole number
Number reported attending private
scliools not registered in the pub-
lic schools
No. reported between five and fifteen
years not attending any school . .
Whole number reported under items
11, 12, 19, 20
Selectmen's enumeration bet'en five
and filteeu years.
| J^^^j^
Number not absent during the year




Average wages of male teachers per
month, including board
Average wages of female teachers
per month, including board..
.
Teaching tlie first time
Teaching the same school two or
more successive terms
Teachers from normal schools



















































































Reported unlit for use
Built during the yoar
Having maps or glo))e8
Estimated value of buildings, sites,
and furniture








Contrib. in board, fuel, and money..
Entire amount of revenue
EXPENDITURES.
New buildings
Paid for interest or to cancel debt..
Permanent repairs
Miscellaneous expenses — ordinary




Ave'ge cost per scholar forniiscel'us
expenses and salary of teachers..
Average cost per scholar of the av-
erage attendance
Average cost per scholar for the en-
tire sum expended
Average cost per scholar of the av-
erage attendance for the entire
sum expended
Average cost per scholar for miscel-
laneous, salaries, and six per cent,
interest on the value of buildings
and apparatus
Average cost per scholar of theaver-
























































SAMUEL W. HALE Governor.
Councillors.
District 1.—AMOS C. CHASE Kingston.
District 2.—GROVENOR A. CURTICE Hopkinton.
District 3.—JOHX A. SPALDING Xasliua.
District 4.—DAVID H. GOODELL Antrim.
District 5.—DAVID M. ALDRICH Wliitetield.
JAIVIES W. PATTERSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction.
City Superintendents of Public Instruction.
Wabren Clark Concord.
AYiLLiAM E. Buck Manchester.
S. Arthur Bent Nashua.
Chaining Eolsoji Dover.
J. B. Stevens, Secretary Dover.
JOHX S. Treat, Chairman Portsmouth.
John Pender, Secretary Portsmouth.
TOWN SCHOOL COMMITTEES.























Rev. Josiah G. Davis
George W. Bosworth
George W. Putnam





Mrs. Carrie M. Eastman
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Ben j . V. Drew
Albert Burke, Secretarxj
Janus D. Le Gro
Ai B. Thompson









G. H. Towle, M. D
Jessie F. Crosby
Mrs. Mary Latham Clark
Byron Richardson
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Mrs. J. M. Stearns
Rho<la J. Davis
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Rev. Ira C. Tyson
Newell W. Lovering. . .
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C. E. Woolson "
Rev. E. P. Merrifield....
Rev. T. P. Sawin
Henry L. Fclker
H. W. Harmon




















S. A. Bent, Supt
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Joseph F. Joy
Edson K. Smith
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Mrs. Lucy R. H. Cross..
Rev. Thomas V. Haines.
James Crowley
J. H. Hutchins
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Mrs. Mary E. Dresser...
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PRINCIPALS OF INSTITUTIONS OF A
HIGHER GRADE.
COLLEGE.






Thayer School of Engineering
Samuel C.Bartlett,D.D.,Prea.
Prof. E. R. Ruggles.
Prof. B. S. Blanpied, ^ro tem.
Dr. C. P. Frost.
Prof. Robert Fletcher.
NORMAL SCHOOL.
Plymouth. H. P. Warren.












































N. E. Masonic Charitable Institute.
Phillips Exeter Academy
Robinson Female Seminary

























































































































Mt. St. Mary's Academy
Academy
High School































































M. Frances Xavier Ward.
Thomas D. Wells.
C. W. Haley.
Elliot Whipple, A. m.
B. A. Pease.























Mr*. A. E. K. Beede.
Miss Maria E. Sanborn.
J. W. V. Rich.
John L. Deering.
Isaac Copp.
Rev S. E. Quimby, A. M.














lu my last report I called attention to the rapid decrease of
scholars in the rural districts, and suggested that in conse-
quence of this fact some legislation was demanded to prevent
an obvious waste of school funds, and to arrest the decline of
intelligence in such districts from the loss of school privileges.
The statistical returns of the past year are very suggestive in
this regard. By reference to the general summary, it will be
seen that while there has been an increase of 505 in the number
of enrolled scholars, there has also been an increase of thirty-six
schools which have fallen down to or below twelve scholars.
Many of these number less than six scholars. During the last
winter m}' attention was called to the fact that in one of the
towns of Hillsborough county the number of school children
to-day is only one fourth as large as it was forty years ago.
This illustrates the general decline of population in the purely
farming towns, which furnish only a limited employment to
foreigners. The number of school-districts reported is thirty-
two less than the previous year, though there has been an addi-
tion of sixty-nine to the schools of the state. This has resulted
in part from grading some of the previously ungraded schools,
and in part from an increase of the number of schools in towns
and cities having but one district.
The number of children between the ages of five and fifteen,
reported as not attending school, is 3,078. This is 726 less
than in my last report, but it shows that the law requiring
attendance is not strictly enforced. The entire amount of rev-
enue returned was $033,042.63, which is $48,514.89 more than
was raised last year. The total expenditure was $605,887.04,
which is $30,078.38 more than during the year previous.
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On the whole we think that the returns of the past year,
though not all that we could wish, indicate improvement and
progress in our educational work.
A system of public education is one of the chief promoters of
civilization, and, like the laws of a nation, must keep pace with
the beliefs and habits of the i)eople. Improvements, even, are
of slow growth, and are the fruit of experience and persistent
discussion. I am happy to believe that more enlightened views
and more cordial sentiments are gradually taking possession of
the public mind in respect to this great interest of the state.
The defects and possibilities of the schools are more clearly
appreciated than formerly, and the desire is spreading for such
changes of the system as shall secure better opportunities to
our children. Intelligent observers in all parts of the state are
recognizing the necessity for, and are beginning to demand,
such modifications of law as shall enable the schools to satisfy
the changed conditions of society. It is seen that there is a
waste of public funds, a lack of educational opportunities, and
a low grade of teaching, unnecessary and discreditable in many
of the rural districts. More correct views are beginning to pre-
vail, also, as to methods of instruction, and the vital relations of
education to the business and conduct of life. As a result of
this advancing public sentiment many of our schools are of a
high order, and equal to the best to be found elsewhere. The
number of such is increasing. In going from town to town, on
my tour of observation the past year, I have discovered a grow-
ing disposition on the part of parents to visit their schools and
participate in the discussion of educational questions. A stron-
ger desire is manifested than formerly that the education of
children may be more extended and made more practical by
being made more thorough ; that teachers of a higher order of
intelligence and of increased moral power may be called to the
vocation ; and that the practical work of the schools may keep
pace with the theories of education, so far as they may be veri-
fied by experience.
GRADED SCHOOLS.
We grade our schools, as we divide our industries, to secure
greater skill and rapidity of production. This has been rendered
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necessary by a decrease of the years of pupilage and an
increase of the curriculum of studies. We have to accomplish
more work in less time. Modern conditions of life demand this.
Science has discovered many forces, and ai-t has applied them
to many industries unknown to our fathers. Quickened inter-
changes of intelligence and improved facilities of intercourse
have brought the world into neighborhood, enlarged consump-
tion antl production, and unified nations for purposes of busi-
ness. Machinery has incalculably enhanced the producing
power of labor, and made isolation and barbarism impossible.
All this demands a higher and wider range of intelligence.
Not to know and be able to apply the laws and principles
which underlie the varied and dependent industries and enter-
prises of society, is the defeat and failure of individual and
national life. Hence science is popularized and introduced into
the public schools. But the same causes have made labor so
profitable, time so precious, and the calls to action so impera-
tive, that we abridge tlie years devoted to study. To satisfy
these opposite demands we gather children of similar age and
attainments into schools by themselves, that they may enjoy
the exclusive instruction of teachers adapted by natural tastes
and aptitudes, and by intellectual and moral qualifications, to
meet their special wants.
In mixed schools, scholars acquire, by a kind of absorption,
some knowledge by listening to the recitations in advanced
studies, but this is more than compensated by the superior in-
struction and increased time devoted to each class in the graded
schools. They there enjoy, measurably, the advantage of
departmental instruction. The teacher, if of the right kind,
becomes master of the fewer studies to be taught, and, if he has
it not naturally, grows into close sympathy with the grade of
scholars under his cai'e, and adapts his manner to their age
and condition. He has time to learn and conform his work to
methods of instruction based upon a sound philosophy of men-
tal development at the period of child-life with which he has to
do. He can study individual peculiarities, and unfold faculty
and taste on the lines of natural drift. In such schools,
the rights and wants of none need be neglected and sacrificed.
The place of learning may become one of perpetual pleasure,
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unfolding the child's natural curiosity into fixed and fruitful
habits of observation and reflection, and not, as frequently
happens, a place of disgust, clogging and dwarfing the child's
mental and moral faculties. Many of our graded schools are
realizing the measure of their responsibilities. But when in the
control of teachers who do not apprehend the true nature of
their vocation, they serve simply to stuff the memor}' with dead
facts, and exert little or no quickening force upon the mind.
Before and after our years of pupilage, observation and experi-
ence are the occasions of knowledge, and our acquisitions of
faculty and intelligence are measured by the reflection which
we give to these. The methods of the school-room should be
on the same line. Text-books should be to the scholar what
daily life is to the man. They should furnish themes of thought
by which his intellectual and moral life ma}' be built up. To
awaken and guide mental and spiritual activity is the highest
duty of the school. The teacher who does the work which
belongs to the scholar, or exhausts his efforts in preparing for
examinations, has mistaken his appropriate work. Some of our
schools are of the character here indicated, but the fault does
not always lie with the teacher.
The requisitions laid upon the respective grades bv commit-
tees are often so great, that instructors are compelled to spend
all their energies and exhaust their skill in preparing pupils to
pass the tests of advancement. There is no time left in which
to search for causes, or to follow out the natural connections of
the subjects of study. Intellectual digestion and growth are
sacrificed to an accumulation of untenable facts, or to brilliant
responses in holiday shows. The memory is exceptional that
can long retain knowledge acquired otherwise than in its logical,
casual, or other relations, and if it were possible, such learning
would be of limited practical utility. The definite remembrance
of facts and rules is important, but when made a substitute for
principles and mental activity, the highest function of teaching
is abandoned. Such work may make pedants, but not scholars.
It may give facility of recitation, but not al)ility to do the work
of life. In seeking the instruments of power we lose its sub-
stance, and cannot utilize our acquisitions. Illustrations of the
results of the two methods of education mav be seen in all the
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piu'suits of our priictieal age. He who garners words and not
ideas will have a sorry time of it in the competitions of life.
Mental like ph3'sical growth is from within ontAvard, develop-
ing by an intrinsic force. Self-activity is the primal law of
education, and the teacher's work is to supply the conditions
favorable to growth. Strength and culture result from intellec-
tual digestion. The child that learns to observe accurately, to
think logically, and to express his ideas with ease and elegance,
makes the best use of his opportunities, and enters upon a pro-
cess of development which will never cease. Such work is not
the ideal, I am aware, of the master of the ferule, the venerable
pedagogue of "ye olden time," nor of the cramming schools of
the hot-bed s^^stem, commended in some quarters in our own
day.
CLASSIFICATION.
A chief obstacle to the success of many of our schools is an
imperfect classification. There are districts in nearly every town
in the state in which all the prime objects of teaching are sacri-
ficed in this way. Almost every day, during my annual visits, I
find schools in which there are from twenty-live to thirty classes,
and these are often small schools of from ten to fifteen scholars,
and sometimes of a less number even. It is obvious that such an
arrangement is both fatal and absurd, as it gives from ten to
fifteen minutes only to a recitation. The best teacher in the
profession must be baffled and disgusted under such restric-
tions, and an inexperienced one entirely powerless for good.
There is no time left for the illustration or elucidation of princi-
ples, none for oral or object teaching, none for imparting intel-
lectual and moral stimulus by pouring the treasured stores of the
teacher into the work of recitation, and none in which to study
the wants and personal peculiarities of the scholars. Under such
circumstances the school degenerates into a wearisome, disgust-
ing intellectual tread-mill, and the teacher is made an automa-
ton, at a stipulated rate, to ask questions and hear answers.
In such a school, the natural curiosity of childhood is killed out,
and there can be nothing of the joyous, healthful play of the
faculties, nothing of that growing enthusiasm which springs
from the discovery of truth. There can be no accuracy of
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scholarship, uo adequate iuvestigation ami appreciation of the
subjects of study, uo habits of thought, and no discipline. The
place of learning, which should be one of quiet and pleasure,
becomes a scene of mischief and a place of dread, if not a
'• school for scandal." This faulty organization arises in part
from allowing, in violation of law. too great a diversity of text-
books on the same subject ; in part from a hurtful desire to
gratify each scholar aud parent in the selection of studies, but
more from irregularity of attendance, some scholars constantly
falling behind and others advancing, aud thus necessitating
the multiplication of classes. Absenteeism is as demoralizing
to a school as pestilence to an army. Children are detained at
home sometimes by the inconsiderate indulgence, and sometimes
by the short-sighted selfishness, of parents : but from whatever
cause it may occur, it renders impossible a proper classification.
and tends to destroy the efficiency of the school. This is an
evil which robs the tax-payer, aud strikes at the intelligence,
prosperity, and usefulness of the generations that are to succeed
us. The remedies for this defective classification are a rigid
adherence to the law relative to text-books, a fearless discharge
of duty in the reduction of classes by teachers and committees,
and an enlightened and cordial support by parents of school
officers iu making such reforms as the welfare of their children
clearly demands. There seems to be a desire in educational
matters to do the work of years in as many months, and hence
to crowd the schools with too many studies. To force upon the
memory more than the mind can digest begets a kind of intel-
lectual dyspepsia, and consequent disgust with learning itself.
There is no nourishment and growth of faculty in such work,
no acquisition of power to use knowledge practically. Rest,
aud recreation too. are as essential to the healthful action of
the mind as of the body. Thirty minutes at least should be
given to recitations in the leading subjects of our schools, so
that the facts of education may fall into their legitimate rela-
tions with causes and effects, and arrange themselves in the
memory in their natural associations. Such should be the law
of education through all its grades from first to last, that the
school may be but a preparatory course to a life of intellectual
and moral growth. In such a scheme progress may seem slow
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at first, hut it will be broad and rapid at the last, and thoroughly
practical throughout.
OKDKK IN THE SCHOOL-KOOM.
Order is essential to the success of a school. The objects of
instruction cannot be attained without it, but absolute quiet can
only be hoped for, and is onh' desirable, in a graveyard.
Activity is natural and necessary for children, and enforced
inaction arrests development and dwarfs the faculties. It is
only when sick or constrained by fear that the mobility and
buoyancy of youth are suppressed, and successful study, in
such a state, is as impossible as in the worst confusion. The
famous quiet schools, of which we sometimes hear, and which
with some seem to be the standards of excellence, are a relic of
barbarism which happily is passing awa^' with the incoming of
more philosophic and enlightened methods of instruction. Men-
tal activity must manifest itself in outward forms of action.
The period of profound, quiet, absorbed meditation comes later
in the scholar's life. A school that is in a healthful intellectual
condition, and doing good work, is full of life and enthusiasm
in every member. Great excellence in a teacher in seen in the
power so to organize and interest a school as to divert all this
exuberant force away from mischief, which finds expression in
noise, ill-will, and violence, and to concentrate it upon legiti-
mate work. Such a school is a " law unto itself," and is gov-
erned by love. The most sensitive and shrinking teacher will
manage, without friction and without effort, scholars in whom
she has enkindled a passion for knowledge. When the intellec-
tual vitality of a school has awakened to the pleasure of discov-
ering truth, it will find no time for mischief, and there will be little
need to urge to study. The danger in such cases is of over-
work. When that stage has been reached, one can realize how
"The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie
down with the kid, and the calf and the young lion and the
fatling together, and a little child shall lead them." But if the
teacher has not the knowledge, the skill, and the aptitude to
direct the spontaneous curiosity and develop the latent enthusi-
asm of the young for the acquisition of learning, why, the wolf,
the leopard, and the young lion must be restrained and gov-
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erned by force, and it is generally best to make short work
with them. To learn to submit to our natural masters is one of
the ends of education. If there is any one thing we need more
than another in this republic, looking to the permanency and
welfare of its institutions and the character and strength of
its people, it is that the young should learn the lesson of re-
spectful and loving subordination to legitimate authority. " No
person can rule well who has not learned to obey well. Con-
sidering the whole scope of the teacher's calling, and the splen-
did possibilities at its command, I realize more and more, as
the 3'ears go by, the necessity of professional schools for
teachers, and that they should be properly organized and gener-
ously sustained.
COUNTY INSTITUTES.
The conservatism which clings to old methods simply because
they are old, is slowly giving way to the better results of the
more scientific methods of our own time. Every intelligent
observer, who becomes familiar with the practical workings of
our system of public instruction, must recognize the great advan-
tage and elevating tendency of professional training in the work
of teaching. Our normal school, of late, has been doing most
excellent service in this direction, but its intluence is far too
limited. It can reach only a few of the thousands of teachers
in the state. We need additional agencies. Could we have,
every year, an institute in each county, intelligently and judi-
ciously conducted, through which the faculty of our normal
school and other able and experienced educators could bring
their instruction to bear upon the great bod}'^ of the teachers
scattered through the different counties, we should soon see. I
apprehend, a marked improvement in our schools of every grade.
The influence of such a plan would be recijjrocal. An organic
connection would be established between the normal and the
public schools. The spirit and methods of the professional
institution would work downward and be diffused, and sympathy
and patronage would come back from the teachers of the state, to
give support and public favor to the institution. Ilitlierto our
normal school has been left to stand by itself without any legal
incorporation into our system of public instruction, and hence
I
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has been looked upon in certain (inarters with jealousy, as an
alien and an intruder which deserved neither sympathy nor
patronage. Could its influence be carried into every section of
the state as it might be by county institutes, and its diploma be
made to have the force of a certificate for teaching, 1 cannot
doubt it would soon come to be regarded with general favor as a
part of our educational system, and as essential to its elevation
and prosperity.
Realizing that the highest welfare of the state is bound up
with its schools, and having seen how inadequate and unsatis-
factory is the instruction given in many of them, I have deemed
it my duty, after a good deal of reflection and consultation, to
recommend legislation in this matter.
In chapter 94, of the General Laws, we find tlie following :
Sec. 10. The proceeds of the sale of the state lands, effect-
ed under the authority of a joint resolution approved June
twentN'-eighth, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, shall be, and
the same hereby are, set apart as a school fund.
Sec. 11. The annual income of the said fund shall be applied
to the purposes of common-school education in such way and
manner as the legislature may from time to time determine.
Sec. 12. The state treasurer shall keep a separate account
with said fund, and shall disburse the income thereof upon
warrants drawn upon him by the governor.
The proceeds thus set apart to the use of the common schools
have been accumulating since 18G8, and at the present time
amount to forty-six thousand dollars. 1 can conceive of no
way in which this money can be made to advance the education-
al interests of the people more effectively than by permanently
funding it, and using the proceeds in the support of county
institutes under the general direction of the Superintendent of
Public Instruction. I do therefore earnestly advise the passage
of an act estal)lishing county institutes, whose support shall be
provided for in this way. It would give a more adequate in-
come if the state would consent to increase the permanent fund
to fifty thousand dollars, and the state would lose nothing by
so doing, as the fund would remain as one of its permanent
assets.
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It will be seen that the establishment of institutes to be sup-
ported in this way will involve no extra expense to the state,
and will enable it to utilize a fund which has hitherto been idle,
and which, if divided up among the towns, would be of little
advantage, and would soon disappear and be lost.
THE NORMAL SCHOOL.
Our school at Pl^^mouth has never done better work than dur-
ing the past year. The instruction given has been all that
could be asked, and has been fully appreciated b}' those who
have enjoyed it. Nothing that learning, experience, and untir-
ing industry could do to make the institution a success has been
wanting ; but our people seem to awaken slowly to the impor-
tance of normal training on the part of the teachers of their
schools.
Prof. Wan-en, the present able principal, who has made the
school strictly professional and given it a high character among
institutions of its class, we regret to report, will leave at the
close of the present year. Fortunate^, however. Miss Reed
and Miss Cate, whose services have been invaluable, will re-
main. The trustees have secured the services of Prof. C. C.
Rounds, who for several years has been at the head of one of
the leading normal schools of New England, to supply the place
made vacant In' the resignation of Mr. "Warren. Prof. Rounds
graduated from the Scientific department of Dartmouth college
in 1857, and has lieen engaged in teaching most of the time since
his graduation. He has been in normal school work in Maine
for several years, and with great success. I desire once more
to commend our normal school to the patronage of the teachers
of the state, as it will still have the valuable services of two of
its present faculty, and will be under the control of a principal
of sound learning, large experience, and excellent character.
We copy the following for the information of teachers from the
annual catalogue :
CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION.
Gentlemen must be seventeen years of age at entrance
;
ladies, sixteen. Candidates must present certificates of good
moral character from some responsible person, and declare
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their intention to tit themselves to teach. As the object of the
entrance examination is to test mental power rather than wide
study, candidates ma}^ offer themselves in any study or studies
taught in the public schools of the state. They may also offer
themselves for examination in any branch taught in the Normal
School : if found proficient, they will be excused from further
study of it except in the method class. In this way the course
may be completed in three terms.
Classes are formed at the beginning of the fall and spring
terms. Students are admitted during the term, at the discre-
tion of the principal.
CALENDAR.
The school year is divided into two terms of twenty weeks
each. A recess of one week occurs near the middle of each
term.
1883-'84.
Fall term begins . . . Tuesday, Aug. 28, 1883.
Fall term ends .... Tuesday, Jan. 15, 1884.
1884.
Spring term begins . . . Tuesday, Feb. 29, 1884.
Spring term ends . . . Tuesday, June 17, 1884.
EXPENSES.
Tuition is $10 a term. This is payable at the commence-
ment of each term, but is refunded upon the completion of each
year's study. Text-books are furnished free. An incidental
fee of $3 is due at the beginning of each term. Board, includ-
ing fuel, lights, and washing of twelve pieces, $70 a term.
This includes board during the recess at the middle of the term.
If a pupil leaves during the term, twenty-five cents a Aveek
extra is charged.
Ladies only l)oard at tlie liall. Gentlemen can obtain good
board in private families at $3.o0 a week.
On the first day of the term $35 is due from each pupil board-
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iiig at the hall, aud the same amount at the middle of the term.
These advance payments are necessary to the economical man-
agement of the hall.
SUMMARY OF EXPENSES.
Expenses for the term of twenty weeks, including furnished
room, board, fuel, lights, washing, and text-books, are $83 ;
$10 of this amount is refunded, if the pupil remains a year.
EXAMINATIONS.
Pupils are subjected to frequent examinations, both written
aud oral. No pupil is passed in any study unless he has mas-
tered the matter and shown ability to teach.
GRADUATION AND EMPLOYMENT.
A certificate is given upon completion of the work of the
first year ; a full diploma upon completion of the course of two
years. There is a constant demand for teachers to supply the
best positions in the state.
NORMAL HALL.
The hall has been thoroughly renovated, and supplied with
every comfort : it is under the management of the principal.
Running water has been carried to each story, and all the con-
veniences incident to it have been supplied. The entire build-
ing is heated by steam. Miss Reed lives at the hall. She
and the matron have the entire care of the young ladies. The
price of board is fixed to meet the ordinary expenses of the
hall, and keep it furnished in good condition. It is expected
the charge made for board will do this.
The rooms accommodate two each, and are carpeted, furnish-
ed, heated by steam, and lighted by lamps.
P2ach boarder is required to bring bedding, towels, napkins
and napkin-ring, and clothes-bags. Each occupant will want,
ordinarily, four pillow-cases, three sheets, two blankets or their
equivalent, and one coverlet for a double bed. It is required
that every article which goes to the laundr}- be distinctly and




The school is funiished with u woll-selectod lihvary of refer-
ence books. During the hist year three different sets of ency-
clopedias, of the latest editions, have been added. The town
library is accessible to the i)upils, and is well supplied with
general literature. The school is well equipped with apparatus
for teaching the sciences.
THE NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE TEACHERS' ASSO-
CIATION.
TWKNTY-NINTH ANNUAL MEETING.
This meeting was at the capital, and was one of the most
successful ever held. The attendance of teachers from all parts
of the state was unusually large, and the citizens of Concord
showed their appreciation of the objects and work of the asso-
ciation by their presence at all its exercises. The papers and
discussions w^ere, in the main, of a practical character and of a
high order. The interest, which on such occasions is apt to
decline, in this instance increased to the close, and suggested to
many of the members the wisdom of holding their annual meet-
ings statedly at Concord.
The following excellent report of the meeting I have taken
the liberty to copy from the Naslma Telegraph :
Friday, October 20, 1882.
The school teachers of New Hampshire assembled with full
ranks to-dav, nearly three hundred being present. The meeting
was called to order by President Warren, and opened with the
reading of a Biblical selection, after which prayer was offered
by Rev. Mr. Garner. A select choir from the public schools,
under the direction of Prof. Spaulding, furnished excellent mu-
sic. A paper upon " Supplementary Reading," by William E.
Buck, superintendent of schools, Manchester, was first upon the
programme. Mr. Buck clearly presented the subject, stating its
necessity for tiie highest good of the pupil, and the various
methods that may be employed in this exercise. He also gave
a list of desirable books, including two popular histories of the
17
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United States. In his opinion, the books for supplementary read-
ing should be used only during the exercise, and the scholar should
not be allowed access to them at any other time, the object be-
ing to furnish sight reading, and to hold the attention of the
scholars. An earnest discussion followed this paper, partici-
pated in by Miss E. M. Reed and others. Miss Reed stated
that the principal object of supplementary reading is to furnish ad-
ditional examples of the use of words found in the regular readers,
since they frequently appear but three times in the entire book,
and the scholar has not sufficient opportunity to become ac-
quainted with their form or meaning. Questions and sugges-
tions were made b}' many others, and a letter was read from
Supervisor Parker, claiming that no Christian ought to send
another dollar to the heathen until he had bought a series of
readers for supplementary work for the children in his own
neighborhood. It was also urged that the true object of read-
ing is to discover the idea, and that silent readiug might be
more profitable than too mueli time devoted to vocal expression.
The attendance in the afternoon exceeded that of the morn-
ing. Principal Barlow, of Tilden Seminary, read a paper upon
" A few things worth looking at." The public school system he
considered very conservative, and any change the i)roduct of
time and labor. In his judgment the public school touches the
scholar upon a single point, and that the intellect. No atten-
tion is given to physical culture, and the eye and hand are left
untrained. The influence of the present school system is to
make many scholars dissatisfied with their lot without supplying
them the means to improve it. He strongly favored, though
not in connection with the public schools, a system of indus-
trial training under state or national authority. He urged that
music and drawing should be taught iu the public schools, and
claimed that a phonetic system of spelling, if ado[)ted. would save
three years of a scholar's time. His remarks in regard to some
system of industrial training in this country will find a response
in the minds of the ablest aud most thoughtful teachers of the
day ; but the problem is difficult in its practical details.
Prof. S. E. Quimby, of Tilton, followed with some able and
interesting remarks on the subject, '' Shall the State be asked to
reestablish the County Institute?" His i)Osition was, that there
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are between three and four thousand teachers in this state, only
a few of whom have received normal training ; that it is impos-
sible for tliis number to be accommodated at the normal school
;
and that i)ecuniarv considerations would prevent many from
attending;—but he doubted the wisdom of reestal)lishing the
institute upon the county plan, since lines of travel might favor
another arrangement.
Mr. C. F. Ham, of Farraington, continued the discussion in a
similar vein. Various suggestions were made by many individ-
uals, and the opinion of the meeting, although at first in favor
of petitioning the legislature, seemed at last to incline to the
idea that it would be wiser for the teachers in the several cities
and towns to present their views to the members of the legisla-
ture hereafter elected from their several districts.
The last exercise of the afternoon was "The Town vs. The
District S^'stem," by Principal William F. Robinson, of Frank-
lin. He sketched the trouble which preceded the adoption of
the town system in Franklin. From his statistics it would seem
that the cost under the town system is considerably greater than
under the district system, but that in the outlying districts the
number of school weeks has been largely increased. Mr. Rob-
inson was sharph' questioned, and this developed the fact that
there had 1>een no re-districting or changing of grade in any of
the Franklin schools. He claimed, however, that this was
hardly possible in that town, since the distances that the schol-
ars would have to travel would be tdo great.
It would seem from Mr, Robinson's statement that the pru-
dential committee had been deprived of the power to employ
" his sisters and his cousins and his aunts," and that the tenure
of the teacher's service had become more permanent. He
thought, also, that the quality of teaching had been improved.
Prof. Patterson, President Warren, Messrs. Powers, Edgerly,
Bacheler, Whipple, Chase, Pillsbury, Crowell, and others, con-
tributed remarks or questions, which served to keep up the in-
terest, and occup}' every minute of time.
Mr. Hume, of Boston, in some excellent remarks, declared
that the teacher is the school, and that no system or method can
take the place of this living force within.
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FRIDAY EVENING AND SATURDAY.
The exercises of Friday evening were titteuded by au audi-
ence which well filled the hall. Supervisor Parker presented the
subject, "The Present Situation and the Future of our
Schools." He believed that the system of education of to-day
must be made far more efficient than that of fifty years ago.
Then the inhabitants were nearly all of the sterling old English
stock, trained in habits of industry and economy, students in
self-denial, and would obtain an education in spite of every ob-
stacle. The scholars of that day remained in school until
eighteen or twenty years of age. Now there is a large foreign
element gathered in the cities and villages, and the average age
at which the scholar leaves school does not exceed fifteen years.
Hence, education must make use of the most scientific methods.
There is not a complete science of instruction, but there is a
gradual working up to that end ; but there are at least certain
known principles in education that a large majority of teachers
knowingly violate. These are, to teach the thing before the
w^ord, that education is a self-activity induced within, and that
it is thought on the part of the scholar, and not information,
that he collects without exertion. The speech was character-
istic of the man, and the impression left upon the audience was,
that, however profound Col. Parker may be in the knowledge of
the philosophy of primary education, some of his positions are
too radical for practical adaptation to the school-room ; but in
sa3nug this, we must not forget the debt that every educator
and pupil owes to his labors.
Prof. Patterson, superintendent of instruction, followed in a
short address in the same general line of thought, sketching in
his masterly way the school sj'stems of the past and present,
and anticipating in a measure what might be the systems of the
future. He gave a graphic picture of a recent visit to the home
of his youth, finding in one district onW fifteen scholars of
a low grade, where in his time were more than seventy pupils.
It is his firm conviction that methods of instruction alone will
not make a successful school. An intelligent and enthusiastic
teacher is the most potent influence. His remarks were in that
easy, graceful Eno-lish of which he is a master.
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The exercises opeuecl Saturday morning with al)out the same
attendance. Various matters were presented and resolutions
offered, but most of the subjects were jiostponed to tlie close of
the literary exercises.
Mr. E. B. Powers, of Nashua, gave an address upon " Lan-
guage in the Grammar and High Schools." His speech was
frequently interrupted by a[)plnuse. and aroused a deep interest
in the subject.
He was followed by Prof. Lord, of Hanover, whose general
line of thought agreed with that of the preceding speaker. He
did not favor the introduction of technical grammar into the
lower grades, if indeed he would make use of it anywhere. Lan-
guage is an art rather than a science, and we speak correctly
more from habit than from a knowledge of principles. A love
for reading should be inculcated, but he doubted the Avisdom of
selecting the more difficult classical authors.
The most earnest and interesting discussion of tlie meeting
followed. Bishop Niles of Concord, Prof. Pollens of Hanover,
Parker of Boston, Bailey of Keene, Barlow of Lebanon, Ham of
Farmingtou, Folsom of Dover, C4oodwin of Portsmouth, Bach-
eler of Manchester, and others, pai'ticipating. The principal
point upon which a difference of opinion arose was, whether in
the lower grades where language is being developed by written
work, the teaching of the parts of speech and their use must be
considered technical grammar. Supervisor Parker declared, at
the close of this discussion, that if he had ever made unfavor-
able comment on the teachers of New Hampshire, he wished to
retract it.
The next in order was a paper upon •• Language in the Pri-
mary School," by Miss Sarah E. Sprague, of the Training
School, Manchester. She presented several methods of elemen-
tary instruction, well adapted to please and educate the imma-
ture mind. She thought favorably of the plan of having a large
number of picture cards, to be assigned to the pupils, and an
oral description required. In reading, teach a child thoroughly
the form of a few words, and then combine them into as many
sentences as possible. It was a paper abounding in practical
suggestions.
The last upon the programme was a paper u[)on the '' High
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School," by Prof. Hardy, of ])iirtinouth college. It was a
scholarly and thorough presentation of a difficult subject. From
the statistics in Commissioner Eaton's report, he deduced the
conclusion that the s^'stem of high school education in the
United States is comparatively unorganized, and the local influ-
ences, the peculiar tastes of teachers, or the wishes of boards
of education, have prevented uniformity in the course of stud}',
and have conduced to variety in the objects at which this sec-
ondary instruction aims. In Germany there is a division of the
work into two courses of study, which may lie called classical
and scientific, though neither is exclusively so, for the scientific
includes Latin, and the classical includes some of the sciences.
The one in Germany is regarded as preparation for the univer-
sity, the other for the various polytechnic schools. He believes
an optional course of study in secondary instruction is a source
of weakness, since it has a tendency to produce disintegration,
and the scholar is at that time too young to make an intelligent
choice. While studies should be practical in the better sense,
industrial schools must not become appendages of the present
system of public instruction. Whatever may be true in colle-
giate instruction, a well disciplined mind and aptness to learn
are the true ends of secondary instruction.
Hon. J. W. Patterson read the resolutions adopted by the
Concord Woman's Christian Temperance Union, and the asso-
ciation took action upon them by adopting the following :
Whereas, A communication has been received from the Con-
cord Woman's Christian Temperance Union, concerning the
introduction of scientific instruction relating to the physiological
effects of alcohol into the public schools,
—
Resoh'ed, That we are in hearty S3'mpathy with any move-
ment that will tend to diminish the great evil of intemperance.
Resolved, That we will cooperate, so far as we are able, with
the town superintendents in the introduction of such instruction
into our schools.
The following are the officers elected for the year ensuing :
President—H. P. Warren, Plymouth.
Vice-Presidents—Ellen M. Reed, Plymouth, Clara J. Mc-
Kean, Nashua, C. V. Ham, Farmingtou.
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Secretaries—Susie R. Cate, Lebanon, Josie Prescott, Ports-
mouth.
Treasurer—Elliot Whipple, Reed's Ferry.
The papers read at this meeting were of a high order, and I
should be glad to include them all in this report if it were pos-
sible. The following will be found specially useful to the
teachers of the state who were not present to hear them read
:
A FEW THINGS WORTH LOOKING AT.
BY PROF. E. HUHBAKD BARLOW.
PRINCIPAL OP TILDEN SEMINARY.
As one journeys up and down the land, and gazes with eager
eyes upon the beauty and the grandeur successively revealed by
his shifting position, he finds some objects which demand more
than a passing notice. He lingers with interest and profit, and
comes back with pleasure to dwell again upon the absorbing
scene. It may be the beauty of the budding leaf, or the per-
fume of the opening blossom ; it may be gentle vales of mossy
green, or the towering cliff whose head pierces the heavens ; or
it may be the gorgeous scenery of autumnal ripeness, when the
rays of the summer sun, transmuted by the subtle chemistry of
nature, as by a prism, are divided and reflected all over the land-
scape, till nature seems one vast, ttiumphant anthem, flooding
with its serene and brilliant beauty every attentive sense. In
holiday attire she rejoices over the fulfilment of summer's promise.
These journeyings seem to me typical of the scholastic tours
which we are all making ; and I doubt not that we all have found,
in the ways in which we have gone, some things which have
claimed our attention,—a few things, at least, worth looking at.
The time allotted to my topic admits of only a suggestion or
two regarding those things which intimately concern teachers,
and upon which the welfare of coming generations depends.
After twenty-five years' service in all grades of school work, I
find my experience and my observation confirm my belief that
the public school system is, to say the least, very conservative ;
that it never tea/t.s ])ublic opinion ; and that reforms within its
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pale are difficult of accomplishment. But these are not satisfae-
torv reasons for sitting down and folding one's hands, when the
field is open to all who will enter and occupy it. If 1 mistake
not, a representative body of teachers of an intelligent state are
competent to inquire into the public management of their schools.
I hope I need not say I am a friend of pu])lic schools ; and I
offer, very briefly, my suggestions, remembering that as works
of art should be criticised, not b}' their defects, but by their ex-
cellences, so the system of education which we have should be
judged. So I say, first of all, that the public school of to-day
is so good that it ought to be better. The step which it has
taken in advance of former days is an earnest of what we may
expect in the future, provided that we see what the times demand
now with as much clearness as our fathers saw in the past what
was then demanded.
I take it for granted that no one who hears my voice to-day
is indifferent to anything which looks toward a more complete
realization of a teacher's hopes and expectations for his pupils.
"Whatever adds to his power to serve them must always stand
first and highest in his esteem. Of this body 1 am one. I glory
in my calling, and I desire to be enlarged. I want to feel not
only that I am doing what I can, but that no one else is hindered
from opportunities which he can enjoy and improve.
While all have special interests in our work, according to nat-
ural bent and acquired skill, I desire to touch upon only those
which seem to force themselves upon the observation of the
many rather than the feiv.
Does the public school system provide adequatelv for the
symmetrical development of boys and girls ?
Are graduates of grammar and high schools, whose school
training goes no further, fitted for entering upon a career of use-
fulness ?
If not, where is the remedy to l)e applied?
Manifestly our schools need to be remodelled. To-day they
train only the intellect, and that only in part. They ignore en-
tirely the feelings and the will ; nay, more, they neglect also the
bodily training. I do not mean gymnastics ; I refer to skill in
physical dexterity. The eye and the ear, and preeminently the
hand, should be thorougiily and carefully educated. Schools
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are not to teach trades, l)iit they ought to hiy the same founda-
tion for any trade or manual hibor that they do for any profes-
sion or mental labor.
Because Mr. Smith's boy cannot go to college and read law,
but must work at his fatiier's bench, or forge, ought he to be
obliged to have the pre])Mration for a 2)rofessioual life, or go
without any ? Cannot, ought not, the means to be provided b^'
which he can accjuire a taste for and skill in the elements of
handicraft? Man is distinguished from other animals in various
ways, but none are so marked or so important as his use of his
hands. He is the tool-using animal. His skill or his want of
skill places him in or out of a successful career. The influence
of many a school upon its pupils is to make them dissatisfied
with their lot in life. They see the possibilities of something
better than their fathers and mothers had, and yet they are
taught nothing by which they can lift themselves up to a level
with their aspirations. It is well to aspire ; it is better to climb.
All successful reforms begin at the top.
Our secondary and lesser schools are fixed in their character
by our colleges and universities. Many of these have already
opened the door to instruction in various means and methods of
manual dexterity. It remains for such bodies of educators as
this to carry these opportunities into the other public schools
where they are not to-day enjoyed. Will you do it? It will not
do to talk of circumstances which forbid. '' I make circum-
stances," said the great Napoleon. So can the teachers make
circumstances by making public opinion, slowly but surely, by
showing how to do what he wants done,—by achieving the suc-
cess in a small way which he desires in a large way.
One of the first steps to be taken in regular school work to-
ward the accomplishment of this end is the successful introduc-
tion of drawing. Another, which will follow that, aud is entirely
feasible and profitable, is water-color painting, and, in high
schools, oil painting. Form and color are elements in the lives
of all of us, so long as life endures. Why should our children
learn the names of places all over the globe, and shut their eyes
to the beauty God has put on every baud ?
Another and an important thing is music. Why should pupils
spend years in the study of algebra and grammar, and go
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through life without l)eing able to appreciate the sweet melody
and divine harmony which rings in all ears taught to catch the
concord of sweet sounds? To ask these and a hundred other
such questions is to answer them. If you say, Where are the
teachers for those things not now taught? I answer, Teachers
are always ready to till any demand. Teachers who want places
are always in excess, and will always be glad to take up new
work.
INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION.
Beside the training of the eye, and the ear, and the voice, and
the hand, in our present public school,—by which training a pu-
pil is physically fitted and disciplined for the work of life, hav-
ing acquired manual dexterity and skill in the use of tools of
whatever kind,—there is another large field now opening in
many cities and towns. This cannot be so easily combined with
ordinary school work. I refer to industrial education.
Five days ago I received Gen. Eaton's last report. In it he
says that the conditions which give rise to the arguments in fa-
vor of public appropriations for industrial education are,
—
1. The disappearance of apprenticeship.
2. The increase, through the growth of cities, of the strug-
gling poor, whose family life does not afford opportunity for
training their children in the habits or arts of industry.
3. The industrial necessities of the freedmen of the South.
4. The multiplication of what have been termed the industrial
fine arts—those industries in which the superiority of the prod-
uct consists in the excellence of its model or pattern, the taste
of its design, or the beauty of its colors.
These conditions have caused the adoption of various expedi-
ents to supply such instruction as will furnish trained labor for
the uses of the communit}'.
Massachusetts, Vermont, New York, and Pennsylvania have
introduced drawing. &c.
HANDICRAFT IN SCHOOLS.
Under this head the same report says that an experiment was
made in Gloucester, Mass., in 1878. A shop was fitted up with
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benches to accommodate twelve workmen, and, in addition to the
vise and bench hub, tlie following set of tools was furnished to
each member of the class : A rule, a try-square, hammer, jack-
plane, jointer, smoothing-pUine, bit-stock, bit, mortise, gauge,
mallet, half-inch mortising chisel, one and a quarter inch paring
chisel, chalk-reel, panel-saw, screw-driver, brad-awl, oil-can, oil-
stone, and bench-hook. The plan is to have forty lessons a
year, in the afternoon, four times a week. Eight classes—ninet}'-
six pupils—received instruction in IScSO. Six girls joined one
class. Now there are two full classes of girls and one of both
sexes. The work of the girls is fully equal to that of the boys.
Such a school can l)e fitted out with tools for wood-work for five
hundred dollars. A teacher can be had for fifteen dollars a
week. The expense of stock would not exceed fifty cents for
each pupil. For three hundred pupils the expense would be
from two to three dollars per capita for one year.
The Institute of Technology in Boston and the Free Institute
of Worcester have led off in this work. The Washington Uni-
versity of St. Louis has established four shops for manual train-
ing—a carpenter, pattern, blacksmith, and machine shop.
SEWING IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
In the grammar schools of Boston, during the year 1880, sev-
ent}' thousand nine hundred and forty-eight pieces were made.
The work goes on satisfactorily, and the interest in public exhi-
bitions increases.
The establishment of cookery schools, or cookery classes in
other schools, and of schools for instruction in other branches
of domestic industry, the conduct of kitchen gardens, where
young girls are gathered in classes and prepared for domestic
service, are each and all evidences that something is needed
which the present system does not supply. Now it is mental
discipline in part. It ought to be mental, moral, spiritual, and
physical discipline complete.
Boys should be trained for their work, and girls fitted for
theirs. Can any one doubt this, or does any one think our
schools do this work ? What can be done by every one ? At
least this : Teach some things not in books ; organize and main-
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tain a Natural History Societv. If you do not know what to do,
write to Mr. Harlan Ballard, of Lenox, Mass., who conducts
the one in the St. Nicholas, and he will tell you all about it.
There is no place but has a curious and instructive storehouse of
botanical, geological, mineralogical, or other natural history
objects.
SPELLING KEFOKM.
But if you think any or all of these reforms too difficult to
enter upon at once, there is one which is possible for every
teacher, nay, imperative, if you have at heart the good of coming
generations. I mean the reform of English spelling. One of
the most eminent educators of America has well said that it is
the most important educational movement of this century.
Shall not the teachers, one and all, become familiar with such
a movement ? Shall they not all}" themselves with what will ben-
efit coming generations far more than any labor-saving machin-
ery has ever benefited the world?
There are over ten million illiterates in the United States.
Add to this the number who read with such difficulty as to get
no pleasure or profit from reading, and the total cannot be less
than one third of the entire population of the United States.
Now "the difference between a community which uses books,
magazines, and newspapers, and one which does not. is greater
than the difference between one that uses railroads, telegraphs,
steamboats, and sewing-machines, and one that does not."
Spelling is the machinery by which we do a certain amount of
work. Orthography is not etymology. How people shall talk
and how they shall read are two different questions, though
closed allied. It is computed that three years in the life of
every school child would be saved by a phonetic alphabet. It
costs more than a thousand dollars a day to print the silent, use-
less letters in the New York Tribune. Think of the cost to the
world of English-speaking people for all that is printed. The
most eminent men in philology in this country and in England
are leading the wa^^ We need not hesitate to follow. The
work is purely missionary, but, like the brother who thanked the
Lord that he had been a member of the church twenty-five years
and it had cost him only seventeen cents, you need not antici-
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pate a great burden. One doUni- pays the yearly membershii) in
the Spelling Reform Association, and no teacher can afford to
confess ignorance of this great reform nmch longer.
I cannot enter upon the arguments in detail for this reform,
and I do not know that it is necessary to do so ; but I am sure
we can serve the cause well in this associatibn, and I would re-
spectfully suggest the appointment of a committee to deliberate
upon the question and report some plan of action. Materials
for Information can be had of Mr. Melvil Dni, 23 Hawley street,
Boston.
May I leave these suggestions of practical matt'ers for a brief
consideration of one which is theoretical.
By calling it theoretical I do not mean that it is impossible, or
difficult of attainment. It is the question of recognizing school-
teaching as a profession. In order to secure this recognition,
something more is necessary than a desire to have it so recog-
nized. No intellectual calling is a profession because it is
skilfully or permanenth' folloAved. Only law, medicine, and the-
ology have attained this honorable distinction to a full degree.
Nothing short of entire devotion and consecration of time and
talents, without thought of reward, entitles any calling to this
high honor. When the great body of teachers shall enter upon
their work because the}' can thus best serve the interest of their
feUow-men ; when they are read}' to go where they can do the
most good, instead of where they can get the most pay ; when
they are willing to put their time and their talents into the per-
manent work of their lives, instead of trying to get out of their
calling the most they can for themselves ; when they ask what
are the opportunities for labor, instead of what is the salary
;
when they ask how can I best serve others, instead of how
much time shall I have for myself,—the work will be well
begun.
Dr. Alexander, of Princeton, once said, when told that a man
wanted him. " The man who wants me is the man I want."
When we all come into the spirit of the Great Teacher, devot-
ing ourselves, as he devoted himself, to others who need our aid,
with no question of self, who gave us an exami)le when he took
a little child and set him in the midst of them, and said, " Ex-
cept ye become as one of these little ones ye cannot enter into
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the kingdom of heaven,"—we shall not miss onr reward. In the
simplicity of little children, who love learning for its own sake,
our work and our play must be one.
So shall we enter the kingdom.
THE TOWN SYSTEM vs. THE DISTRICT SYSTEM.
BY WALTER A. ROBINSON, A. M.,
PRINCIPAL OF FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL.
During the session of the legislature of 1870 a bill was pre-
sented making it possible for any town at an}^ town-meeting to
abolish the school districts, take possession of the school-houses
and other school property of such districts, making suitable
returns for them to the parties in interest, and become a single
district under the supervision of a board of education, which
should also act in the capacity of a prudential committee.
Other sections of the act provided for the various contingencies
that appeared likel}' to arise under the change of responsibility,
and several amendments adopted more recently have rendered
the act more homogeneous in its working. Since its approval
July 2, 1870, this act is known as providing for the town sys-
tem of schools. Its provisions were adopted for the Franklin
schools March 10, 1874.
The history of the agitation which accomplished this change
may be briefly written as follows : In the warrant for the town-
meeting, held March 12, 1872, an article Avas inserted "to see
if the town would vote to adopt the provisions of C'hapter VIII
of the Pamphlet Laws," this being the chapter authorizing towns
to become a single district under the supervision of a board of
education. The action upon the article was to choose a com-
mittee of thirteen citizens, one from each district, to investigate
and consider the subject-matter of the article, and present a
printed report to the town for its more careful consideration at
an adjourned meeting in April of the same year. This com-
mittee seems to have done conscientious work, and their reports,
the minority of five members in favor of the change and the
majority of eight members opposed, seem to embody nearly all
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the objections aud advantaoes that are likely to be presented by
any town-meeting discussing the subject.
The majority report was adopted, but the subject was not to
be dropped in this way. Though the meeting of 1873 indefi-
nitely postponed the article to make the change, in the spi'ing
meeting of 1874, to the surprise of every one, a similar article
was passed by a vote of 2.50 to 12.5. Then there was confusion
indeed, for the friends of the measure were not prepared to
carry on their work, and the opposition immediately took meas-
ures to rescind the vote thatTiad been passed. At this second
meeting, however, the vote was reaffirmed by a poll of 189 to
13G. and to the selectmen was given the arduous duty to choose
such a board of education as should be able to bring method out
of the confusion that was upon the schools.
This board was a very large one, in accordance with the ex-
pressed desire of the town, but it accomplished little of the
work that needed its attention. There were many reasons for
their apparent lack of energy in carrying out the provisions of
the act under which the\' were working. The district property
had not yet been turned over to the town, and so many persons
divided the responsibility too much. Then, again, there was
the hope still alive to return to the old system, and it was not
till for three successive town-meetings the article in the warrant
was postponed or passed over, and the county commissioners
had api)ruised and passed upon the value of the district prop-
erty,—from whose decision there could be no appeal,—that the
board was upheld in its endeavors to promote the best interests
of the town in the management of the schools, and was encour-
aged to do its most conscientious work. This much for the his-
tory' of the movement in Franklin, which we all believe is help-
ing to place our schools in a condition to be compared favorably
with the schools in other progressive towns and cities.
Now we must see how some of the objections to the town sys-
tem are to ])e met ; what we are to say to those conservative
ones W'ho are opposed to all changes of whatever kind ; and what
advantages are to accrue to any town that will conscientiously
apply itself to carry out the provisions of the article under
which most of our large towns and cities are acting in school
matters.
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In the first place, the town system cannot be said to be a
new thing, and therefore to be looked upon only with distrust
and suspicion. The district system was adopted from a town
system that was in force from the early times of the colonies till
the first years of the present century, and therefore it is the
system that has not the weight of a century's proof of fitness.
In 1718 a bill was enacted in the colonial general assembly to
provide for primary schools in towns of more than fifty families,
and grammar schools if there were more than one liundrcd fam-
ilies, and these schools were to be under the care of the select-
men as superintending and prudential committees. Two years
later, to provide for the neglect of the selectmen to attend to
their duty in providing for a suitable number of teachers and
schools, a supplemental act provided that schools must ])e kept
up in the parishes of the towns, at the expense of the towns, and
still under the care of the selectmen, and when such schools
were not in session for the period of a month the selectmen
were personally liable to a fine for neglect of duty. This plan
for providing for schools and their supervision continued till
December, 1805, when the legislature allowed towns to divide
their territory into school-districts. Twenty-two years later the
district system was more clearly' defined, and in 1843 it was
enacted that ever}^ town shall be divided into school-districts on
application of ten legal voters. Thus we see that for less than
thirty years have we had the district system, while a very good
town system had served the towns very well for more than one
hundred years.
It seems to me strange that the experiment of the districts
should ever have been tried ; but I have no doubt that one rea-
son for it may be found in the tendency of the times to carry to
extremes the newly acquired libertv. Theories of state rights
developed into what we may call district rir/hts, till the schools
could have only an isolated growth, perhaps spasmodically
quickened when either a prudential committee's sister or cousin
—
who must necessarily have the school—had a particular aptness
for teaching, as the committee had an eye single to the best
interests of the school. Usually the districts have been little
oligarchies, and a few families have dictated the whole manage-
ment of the schools, even to the boarding-place, recreations,
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dress, church membership, or, at least, church attendance, of
the teacher.
Massachusetts, of whose school history she may well be proud,
in 1850 and 1852 authorized her towns to abolish school-districts,
and man}' of them eagerly availed themselves of the oppor-
tunity to change. Hon. George 8. Boutwell, after entering
upon his duties as secretary of the Massachusetts Board of Edu-
cation, wrote,—" I entered upon the duties of the oflice with
some faitli in the district system : my observation and expe-
rience have destroyed that faith entirely. It is a system admira-
bly calculated to secure poor schools, incompetent teachers,
consequent waste of public money, and yet committees, nor dis-
tricts, nor towns be responsible. It is unquestionably true that
the best schools are found where the district system does not
exist. Whenever a town has established the municipal system
and adhered to it for two years, there has never, within my
knowledge, been a serious effort in favor of the restoration of
the district system. These facts are so encouraging and so con-
clusive that they ought without argument to convince the most
skeptical. The great object of the people is the establishment of
good schools at the least cost, and they have no interest in the
district system when it fails to secure these ends. Practically
the district system denies the value of experience. Each year
sees a new prudential committee man, and each term a new
teacher. The experience of a year is rendered valueless by the
election of a new committee ; and the teacher labors for a single
term, commencing without a knowledge of what the pupils have
previously accomplished, and ending without an interest in their
future. It is not strange that district schools are kept term
after term and year after year without an appreciable increase
of power." Each term finds the class beginning with vulgar
fractions; and " going through the book" is of about the same
value as was to the young man his college education, having
entered the front door to be kicked out at the back ; or, as was
his knowledge of the simpler Northern flowers to the Southern
gentleman who came to Prof. Gray a few summers ago. He
desired only advanced work, for he had observed from the car
window, on his journey North, all the simpler flowers !
I have observed that a suitable organization, classification,
18
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and grading was in progress in our town ; and little of such
work can be done under the district system. The efforts of
teachers are too much divided in hearing the numerous classes,
and their energies are frittered away without showing an equiv-
alent in the development of the powers of the scholars.
We thus see that by the town system we shall secure a suitable
classification and grading of our schools ; the terms of office of
teachers will l)e more fixed, and are liable to continue during
the prosperity of their schools, so that one term's work will be
an advance upon the previous terms. The town system will
also lead to uniformity of text-books. Teachers will also be
likely to be advanced as experience makes them more valuable,
and this, too, will be an incentive to do good work.
There is another side to the question upon which we must
look,—the relative cost of the two systems. This is a subject
that comes close to every citizen's heart, and the decision of it
will have great influence for or against the general adoption of
the town system. Judging from all the information I can gain,
I believe that, for the same kind of schools, the expense is not
only not greater, but may be made less, because all supplies will
be purchased by a single board at wholesale prices, and the inci-
dental expenses will be much reduced. The tendency, however,
as I have indicated, will be to increase the efficiency of the
schools, and this can hardly be done without increased appro-
priations. That our Franklin schools have increased in effi-
ciency every citizen will acknowledge with pride, and that it is
due to the system of supervision is equall}' evident. I am
induced here to give a few statistics, which, while they show
increased cost per scholar, show equall}^ as well that every scholar
is getting more for his money, both in quality and quantity.
The oldest school report that comes to hand is that of 1872,
which I will compare with that of 1882 in a few particulars :
1872. 1882.
Average cost for each scholar in tuition $6.94 $7.88
" " " running expenses 1.25 2.28
Total cost for each scholar $8.19 $10.16
Number of teachers 15 19
" scholars in the village 431 493
" scholars outside of the village 133 122
Total _ 564 615-
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Number of weeks of school in tlic vilhises 230 2G0
" " " out of the villages 153 218
Total 383 478
We see from the figures un increase of eiglity-five weel\s of
school during the year,—forty in the vilkiges, and forty-five out
of the viUages. We see the average cost per scholar proportion-
ately increased, the amount being $1.97. But a great deal of
this extra cost must be laid to the charge of the schools out of
the villages, for in some of them, with an average attendance of
four, six, and seven scholars, a school has been taught thirty
weeks at a cost for tuition of $180 a school, and this will make
the average cost for a single scholar $20, $25, and in one case,
$45 a year. Under the district system, also, the schools out of
the villages were the most expensive, and they had to pay their
own bills too ; but under the town system, as the money is all
raised upon the valuation of the town, the more valuable village
property must pay the bulk of the taxes. This is a point not
usually seen by the rural inhabitants of the towns of our state,
for if they did, they would not, as is generally the case, now
oppose the change to the town system. I could multiply statis-
tics bearing upon the present discussion, but it does not seem
to be necessary before such an audience as the present one.
Therefore, in view of the superiority of the town system, as
shown in its working, and by the testimony of some of our lead-
ing educators, to secure equal and lengthened terms of schools
in the different parts of the town, to increase the efficiency of
their management, and secure a more general success in the
great work of education, the writer of the present paper would
certainly advocate the general adoption of Chapter VIII of the
Pamphlet Laws of the State of New Hampshire.
ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN GRAMMAR AND HIGH
SCHOOLS.
BY PROF. E. B. POWERS,
PKINCIPAL OF HIGH SCHOOL. NASHUA.
The genius of Nathaniel Hawthorne was ample for the task of
immortalizing " Twice Told Tales ; " but it remains to be seen
whether mediocrity can discuss for the third time the subject of
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English language before this association, and rescue one rem-
nant of the topic or himself from courteous apathy or merited
contempt. But you will, I think, admit that to make the trial
is the highest test of devoted allegiance to the president and the
members here present, and the strongest possible proof of the
existence of that courage which often courts sacrifice in the
ranks of a forlorn hope.
The expression, " Language in the Grammar and High
Schools," is of necessity indefinite ; for, in its broadest signifi-
cation, and in its most rigorous analysis, every subject of study,
and every mental process, since words are its signs, must con-
tribute directly or indirectly to discrimination and facility in
the use of language. But, upon m}' part at least, this discus-
sion will be limited to those subjects and exercises which have
for their avowed end and direct object systematic instruction in
the English language. These will include conversation, lan-
guage lessons, composition, rhetoric, grammar, and perhaps
literature. The subject is indeed a broad one, incapable of
exhaustive treatment in the brief time which I shall occupy.
But I have, at least, the consolation and the pleasure of remem-
bering that I am to be followed by one who will correct my man}'
errors, and cause you to forget the imperfect presentation
which this subject will have suffered at my hands. The true object
of all the enumerated studies, from oral exercises to English
literature, is to teach the pupil to speak and write the English
language correctly, and read it intelligentl}' ; and to know this is
a most liberal education. Leaving theor}', then, allow me to
suggest some methods which in the class-room may perhaps
conduce to this end ; for I do know fi'om long experience how
the golden-hued theory, lighted up in the morning with enthusi-
asm, hope, and confidence, is sometimes changed to hues of
sombre darkness at the close of a weary day. And more than
once in deepest sorrow I have seen the beautiful theory of insti-
tute work, especially in the department of natural science, so
common among our Massachusetts brethren, in which each offi-
cial, agent, and prominent teacher has rehearsed his assigned
part over and over again, and where the teacher for the time,
by interrogating these immature and unprepared scholars, can
build up from their extempore answers accurate definitions and
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a well proportioned aud beautiful science,—how many times in
the school-room have I seen this theory terribly shaken, or
utterly demolished, by the answers of some ruddy-faced urchin
in the front row, whose ignorance might Iiave been bliss, but
whose conlldence was monumental
!
How, then, not in talk, nor upon paper, but in the school-
room, shall English language be taught? The cardinal principle
is, that from the first to the last, from the lowest to tlie highest
grade, from the entrance at the primary school to the graduation
from the university, careful training in oral recitation and
description, and daily systematic work with pen and pencil, are
the only efficient instruments by which correct, vigorous, and
idiomatic English thought and language can be developed in the
mind, and expressed by the hand of the average pupil. More
than this : Practice should precede theory, and thus technical
grammar belongs to the last year of the high school course, and
not to the commencement of the grammar grade ; and even
then, if ELnglish grammar is to be what many people and some
teachers regard it, it does not rightfully belong anywhere
save in a museum with the stocks and thumb-screws of the
middle ages.
As a scholar in English grammar, I never wrote a sentence.
The correct use of capitals and punctuation was represented
by X and y, since they were unknown quantities ; and the elegant
expression "had ought" b}^ acclamation was crowned king of
emphatic assertion. English grammar was to us the memorizing
of rules and definitions, of whose application and meaning we
were profoundly ignorant. And yet, one solitar}' ray of light
penetrated the darkness ; for we learned that a verb was a word
which signified " to be, to do, or to suffer," and its last stage
certainly included us. It was also committing to memory
thrilling conjugations, which comn)enced with the confident "I
love," and ended with that saddest of all refrains, " I might
have been loved." To us it was analysis and parsing, the deter-
mination of wliether some collocation of words was a complex
adverbial element of the fifth or fifteenth class, and a part of the
elaborate machinery consisted of bars and links, from which
depended, writhing in agony, certain unfortunate words and
phrases which had been impaled thereon ; and it did mean the
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tearing down of the glorious English of Shakespeare, Milton,
and Maeaulay, while out of the ruins no one of us could have
constructed a single sentence which would not have been a fit-
ting monument of our ignorance and incapacity. It was an intel-
lectual desert, more desolate and barren than Sahara, since it
was unrelieved by a single oasis.
When a boy shall have acquired facility in swimming by mas-
tering the principles of specific gravity and the laws of equilib-
rium ; when a carpenter shall become a finished workman by
learning the definitions of his various tools ; when the farmer
shall successfully hoe corn by memorizing from a text-book on
botany a description of weeds and grasses.—there will then be
some hope that technical English grammar thus taught will
accomplish its avowed end. It is to be hoped that to-day no
scholar in New Hampshire is heir or joint-heir to this heritage of
woe. But I suspect that truth would be compelled to confess
that there are many.
But how shall English language be taught in that graded school
system which includes seventy per cent, of all the scholars in
this state? On the first day of the grammar school course
should be commenced daily systematic instruction on this sub-
ject. There is now, at least, no want of excellent text-books.
A dozen firms publish " Language Lessons," " Language Prim-
ers," and " First Lessons in English," that are well-nigh models
in this department of study. Centuries of university and colle-
giate experience, the history of all manufacturing industry, and
every example of brilliant individual success, unite in declaring
that for the highest good of the pupils the departmental system
of instruction should exist in every grammar school where more
than one teacher is employed. Let one instructor take charge
of the subject of language in all of the classes. But inflict upon
no class a teacher who considers this subject a dry one ; for
language is the foundation upon which is reared all intellectual
growth. Select one who has a love for this particular subject,
whose industry is tireless, whose energy will awaken to life,
and whose enthusiasm is broad and deep as the needs of the
minds committed to his charge. A single text-l>ook will suffice
for the entire course, and to each 3"ear and to each term should
be assigned the work which may be blended into a consistent
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whole. Given this kind of a toaelior, and such a text-book, our
next need is all the ])hu'kboard surface possible in the room,
and this divided by narrow, painted, vertical lines into spaces
two and a half or three feet wide.
If possible, have enough of these for the entire class, and let
each scholar take the same section day })y day. Have good
blackboards, or give no peace to those whose duty it is to pro-
vide them. Before recitation have them thoroughly cleaned by
eraser or chamois skin, even if you perform this labor yourself.
Do not expect all of the cardinal virtues in work that is swim-
ming in dust and dirt. Insist upon a clean board, and the best
mechanical execution in spacing, arrangement, and handwriting
from every scholar. Picture the first day of the term, and your-
self the teacher, not sitting but standing before your pupils
;
ask that class why they stud}'^ language, and what benefit they
expect to derive from it. Give them a moment for thought,
—
volunteers will not be wanting. Bind together the partial
truths the}' will express into a complete statement. Enlarge
upon it : convince them that the manifold treasures of the Eng-
lish language are not to vex a school -bo3''s brain, nor slumber
in a heap of learned dust. Request them to open their text-
books, and silently read so much as pertains to a single point in
the lesson of the next day. Suppose, for illustration, the sub-
ject to be nouns. Then ask for the name of some object in the
room, and when it is given require each scholar to construct
mentally a sentence containing it. Request many of them to
state the sentences they have thought out. Take each subject
in the same manner, using text-book, blackboard illustrations,
and oral work to (ix principles and develop thought. Remem-
ber that in the early stages of education, however excellent may
be the text-book, it is to the average scholar only dead matter, until
the intelligence and enthusiasm of the teacher shall light up its
every page with golden thought. Go over with your scholars
each lesson in advance, and, when ^-ou assign it, let it be some-
thing to do rather than a tax upon the memory. In the case
supposed, give three or four nouns, each of which is to be incor-
porated into a sentence, and brought into the next recitation
neatly written out. At a given signal, from paper in hand each




seats, and the sentences u])on the first section are read by the
scholar who wrote them. Call upon the class for criticisms in
reference to every essential point.
I am not unacquainted witli the fact that some prominent
educators utterly object to any form of class criticism. With-
out pausing to argue this point. I must say, as a teacher, that the
expression of class opinion is one of the most efficient means of
intellectual growth ; and, as a parent, I would insist that a child
of mine upon the broad platform of the public school shall be
taught to criticise with justice tempered with kindness, and to
receive criticism in that spirit which is at once the highest test
of moral greatness, and the brightest hope of mental develop-
ment. Any teacher worthy the name can turn unjust criticism
into that channel where it shall both gladden and improve, and
the child or adult who cannot endure kind and unjust criticism
is too tender a plant for any regions save the celestial.
Whatever corrections are sustained by the teacher, the
scholar makes upon his paper. It may be well to have these
sentences neatly written in a book kept for the purpose. Let
each day's work be, so far as possible, a review of all the prin-
ciples that have gone before. Do not forget that memory is a
pigmy, and patient thought a giant. Avoid every form of reci-
tation where a single scholar can evade attention, responsibility,
and thought. State the question in advance to the class. Allow
perhaps a minute for the development of the idea, then call up-
on some scholar. More than ten years' experience in the class-
room has convinced me that the hushed moment, when all are
thinking upon a single point, is the most fruitful period,—yea,
the golden opportunity in the mind's development.
Do not talk too much, and hold every scholar responsible for
the information you convey. Pursue this method through the
grammar school course, and from oral exercises and written
work, from simple, compound, and complex sentences, with
their various modifications, build day by day that ladder upon
which the scholar may mount into the clear light of higher ele-
vation and broader vision. Require occasionally a composition,
but do not call it by that name ; for long abuse has given it a
terrible meaning. Let the subject be within the scholar's com-
prehension. A boy who is dumb on the subject of " Eternity"
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will wax eloquent on " trout-fishing." And this should be writ-
ten in the school-room, under the guidance and encouragement
of the teacher. If you desire enthusiasm and good work, cor-
rect and return them as soon as possible. If 3'ou expect indif-
ference and poor results, consign tlieni to the waste-basket, or to
that tomb of the Capulets, the teacher's drawer. Never shall I
forget the despair and wounded pride with which I heard a little
girl say,—''AVe hand in our examples, but the teacher never
looks at them."
But already I have occupied too much time, and will make
only a passing reference to this subject in the high school. One
recitation each week throughout the course is, in my judgment,
better than the same amount of daiW work. I would suggest for
the first two 3'ears a text-book like Swinton's " English Compo-
sition," or Swinton's '•'- Word Analysis ; " for the third, a prac-
tical rhetoric like Kellogg's ; and for the last year, a philosoph-
ical English grammar like "Whitney's " Essentials,"—all of
these to be taught by the same method, not as theory alone, but
as an art, with pen and pencil. But all this labor will pro-
duce only withered fruit, unless the scholar shall become an
habitual reader and student of the masterpieces in English lit-
erature. One exercise weekly during the course upon entire
selections from Irving, Macaulay, Burke, Webster, and Shakes-
peare is to-dav not merely a desirable accomplishment, but a
necessity in high school education. Never did Eastern fable
assign to the upas-tree a more sul^tle poison, nor to Pandora's
box a more gigantic evil, than is a taste acquired by youth for
that sensational fiction which this age and country shower upon
us like the leaves from the forest.
" Like the bat of the Indian brakes,
Her pinions fan the wound she makes
;
And soothing thus the dreamer's pain,
She drinks the life-blood from his vein."
It is, then, of the utmost importance tliat a public school
inculcate a love for that literature which is pure, noble, and
vigorous. Will the boy who has learned to read and appreciate
the elegant expression and musical cadence of the '' Sketch
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Book," the magnificent word-painting of the essays on" Warren
Hastings" and "John Milton," the immortal panegyric upon
" Marie Antoinette," the peroration of the " Reply to Hayne,"
and those passages in " Hamlet," which, stirring to the lowest
depths both mind and soul, have become interwoven with the
very texture of common speech,— will any boy thus taught
turn from such an intellectual feast to the dark pages of a dime
novel ?
It may occur to you that I have spoken at too great length,
and with uncalled-for warmth, upon this subject, but to our
profession its importance cannot be overestimated ; for in every
other study language and thought are the foundations upon
which we build, and in proportion as they are wanting our
structure crumbles into dust. The English language is worthy
the labor of the teacher and the admiration of the scholar. It
speaks to the ear like the Italian, to the sense of beauty like the
Greek, to the mind like the German. Universal as our race, but
individual as ourselves, it contains within its garnered treasures
more gems of wisdom and beauty, more of the history of civili-
zation and the growth of individual freedom, than pertains to
any other language, living or dead.
THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.
BY JOHN K. LORD,
PROFESSOR OF LATIN IN DARTMOUTH COLLEGE.
The present discussion is an inquiring after a method,—the
best method of teaching the English language in our schools.
But such an inquiry can be intelligently pursued only when the
object to be gained by the method is kept clearly in view. It
is impossible to work with economy of time and force and with
success, unless we know exactly what we wish to gain, and
adapt our method to our end. Ill-regulated and ill-adapted
work is always unprofitable.
What, then, shall be our object in the teaching of English?
Every study is directed toward one of two, if not both of two,
objects,—discipline and culture. In the time of youth, disci-
pline is the most important, and necessarily precedes to a great
degree the acquisition of knowledge. In common with other
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studies, language has value for discipline ; but it has a value
above others in that it is an instrumeut of thought. Other
studies cannot be pursued till a knowledge of language has been
acquired ; and the better understanding and more complete com-
mand a scholar has of language, the better will he ])e jirepared
to ])ursue other studies. A right apprehension of their mean-
ing is dependent upon a knowledge of words and their correct
use. The first and most constant training that the mind can
receive is from language, as by it thought is first made intelli-
gible to the mind, and afterward developed. Language is not
to be studied as an abstraction in the scliools. The inquiry into
its beginnings and development belongs to matnrer years and
advanced courses : younger scholars will find its value in the
broadening of their horizon by the suggestion of new thoughts
and conceptions. It cannot be studied apart from the thought
it conveys. It renders a disciplinary service by compelling re-
flection and analysis, careful discrimination, and delicate bal-
ancing of ideas. The power to apprehend and express minute
differences of thought, to mark with distinctness the subtle
changes of the mind, is greath' developed by the study of lan-
guage. But this study is often not a formal one, taken up by
itself ; it may be pursued in connection with other studies.
Whatever tends to give a clearer knowledge of the use of
words, a better discrimination, and greater freedom in expres-
sion, is a study of language ; and a wise teacher will never fail,
whatever subject he may be teaching, to improve an opportu-
nity for unfolding the right use of language. The disciplinar}'^
character of the study of language is thus apparent. Compare
it with other studies. All acknowledge that mathematics holds
a high place as a means of mental discipline. It develops clear-
ness, precision, logical accuracy, and imagination. The same
development, with perhaps exception in the case of the imag-
ination, comes from the study of language. The correct and
forcible use of language implies clearness of conception and
precision of statement. Understanding is often gained by at-
tempt at expression. Nothing stimulates the mind more than
the attempt to give utterance to its thoughts. No practice so
full}' compels it to examine and make clear to itself its own
conceptions as the endeavor to make them clear to some one
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else. Every teacher can testify, from experience and observa-
tion, that the sui'est means of obtaining control of the knowl-
edge he has gained and power over his thoughts is the search
for lucid and definite expression. Often, in trying to explain a
subject to a scholar, he has gained a new and clearer under-
standing for himself. I do not refer to the grammar, which is
an advanced study requiring ripeness of mind with developed
power of discrimination.
The second object of the study of language is culture, and
without attempting an exhaustive definition, I mean by cult-
ure the enlargement of the mind and the elevation of charac-
ter that come from a knowledge of the thoughts and lives of
other men and times. Knowledge of itself is not culture. No
amount of information, however vast, can alone make a large-
minded, generous-spirited man. It constitutes the material out
of which the intellectual building is made ; but the grace and
beauty of the building depend not upon the character of the
material so much as upon the skill and ability of the maker.
Knowledge is the foundation of culture, and if the graces of
character do not find it essential, they certainly will find it help-
ful, while the activities of the mind are developed in proportion
to knowledge gained. Now, for the great majority of scholars,
the sum of their knowledge is obtained through the P^nglish
language. Where a single pupil gains knowledge, or even dis-
cipline, from Greek or Latin, thousands gain their all from
English ; and where one gains familiarity with French or Ger-
man, or any other foreign language, so that it becomes a me-
dium of information to him, hundreds rely solely upon their
mother tongue. And for those who have a more or less perfect
acquaintance with foreign languages, the English will still con-
tinue the main source of acquirement. All the information of
the former, and most of that of the latter, in histor}', biog-
raphy, poetry, and polite literature and science, will come by
means of English. It will be the one or chief instrument by
which they may be aljle to rise above ignorance, and reach a
higher level of cultivated intelligence. The object, then, of the
study of English in our schools will be twofold,—to discipline
the mind and fit it to use the stores it may gain, and to impart
a knowledge that will be the source of culture.
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By what method shall avo gain these ends? It is easier to tell
what we wish, than how to get it ; bnt it is evident that no
method can be successful that does not interest those for whom
it is designed. The first requisite must be that it shall stir and
stimulate the mind. If it does not do this it is dead, fit only
to be thrown away, useless as discipline, and profitless for cult-
ure. But how can a study be made interesting? No exact
answer can be given. There is no royal way to interest all
scholars. Different capacities and different gifts require differ-
ent handling, and the teacher must make up his mind that there
are some in whom, in all probability, he will never be able to
arouse an interest. God has not given them the natural gifts
or tastes to enjoy that which requires mental effort. They may
have gifts, but these do not lie in the line of intellectual at-
tainment. Natural gifts may be dwarfed or perverted by evil
influences from outside, or even from the home. In not a few
cases the terrible struggle for daily bread, beginning even in
childish years, may crush the spirit and break the energy. For
one reason and another some will always remain unresponsive
to their teachers' urgings, seeming only to moclv their labors
and disappoint their hopes. But these apparent and real fail-
ures must be a teacher's stimulus to greater earnestness. If
some of his harvest fail, how much more important that the re-
maining part be rich and full
!
Rut how shall this interest be aroused in those scholars who
can be drawn out by their teachers ? They will be interested so
far as they understand what the}' learn, and when understand-
ing stops, interest ceases. The English language must be
presented to them as containing information and ideas appre-
hensible by their understanding and stimulating to their imag-
ination. They must first be introduced to its living soul and
not to its awkward body ; that is, they must make their ac-
quaintance with it, as a language, not by studying the forms of
grammar, but by learning what it furnishes for their mental
adornment and satisfaction. Formal grammar should be re-
served till late in the course. Correct use of words and idioms
must indeed be taught, but not from the printed forms of a
book. Correct speech can be learned only by the ear ; the eye
is a great help, but the hearing and the speaking are the most
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important means of acquiring a coiTect use of language. A
teacher who is exact in his own language and watchful of that
of his pupils, will do more bv his daily criticism for their edu-
cation in correct speaking than a hundred books. If he can
accustom their ears to correct sounds, and their minds to correct
forms, he has established them in the correct use of English.
Let him postpone his technical grammar till his scholars can
understand it ; but if they have not by that time learned to use
language rightly in the main, it is doubtful if they ever will.
In addition to instruction of this kind, which is not restricted
to a language class, but should be given in any class whenever
a faulty expression calls for correction, instruction should be
given in connection with some good English author chosen to
meet the capacities and tastes of scholars. They will learn
more of English because they will enjoy it, when it is taken
from an author whom they can readily understand and who-
writes of what interests, for other reasons than because they
are told that he is a great writer. The mistake is often made
of putting children into the study of writers they cannot com-
prehend, on the ground that the writers are classic and that the
scholars -'ought to be acquainted with them." They ought,
indeed, but not until they can appreciate, in some good de-
gree, the thoughts of the writers. Shakespeare and Milton,
for illustration, are often introduced into the schools as text-
books of I>nglish. Except with advanced classes I believe this
is unprofitable, and that often a distaste is acquired both for
the authors and the study of language. The authors chosen
for study should never fall below the scholar's ability, nor rise
far above it.
But, again, it is impossible that the scholar should be inter-
ested unless the teacher is also interested. The tone of a
class, or of a whole school, is always taken from the teacher.
If he is enthusiastic, delighted in what he teaches, his enthu-
siasm will be contagious, and his scholars will gain his spirit.
He must enjoy their reading, and study with them, giving
explanation, descriptions, and collateral information as occa-
sion offers. A suggestive book and a suggestive teacher, to-
gether, can hardly fail to stimulate a student's thought and
arouse his interest. Simple reading, however, even when ac-
I
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companied and encouraged bv helpful suggestions, is not suffi-
cient. Intimacy with an author is necessary. He must be
known to be enjoyed. But an intimacy can be established onl^''
by repeated readings and committing passages to memory ; and
this is an exercise for which the young are especially fitted.
Till a child reaches the age of sixteen or eighteen, the powers
of judgment, comparison, and reflection are but slightly devel-
oped, but there are great powers of acquisition and an unslaked
thirst of memory. Whatever is learned then lasts with the
mind itself. Select passages of prose and poetry, gems of
thought, learned then, not only endure in the memory, but give
an abiding interest. An author, whose thoughts have been
stored within the mind, becomes a familiar friend, whose pres-
ence is attractive and helpful. By such memorizing not onh' is
an interest in the language, a love of literature, developed, but
important moral truths and principles of character and action
are implanted. Virtue in its many forms, patriotism, philan-
thropy, may be powerfully inculcated in this indirect way.
Passages which afford such lessons, passing to and fro in the
mind at a time when it is most fitted to receive impressions,
and speaking with the authority that attaches to a great name,
cannot fail to produce great and permanent results. And here,
again, the teacher will give his aid. calling often for recitation
of what is learned, not in the way of declamation, but for the
simple repetition of what is good and worthy.
Composition, too, must be employed. No language is mas-
tered till the learner can express himself clearly and readily in
it. But composition needs to be directed and regulated, or it
may be more of a hindrance than a help. The subjects of
composition must be chosen by the pupils from those things in
which they are interested, or the work will be an intolerable
burden. A boy's description of a game of ball, a fishing ex-
cursion, or a vacation trip, will be of more service and a better
production than many a more ambitious effort. He will express
himself more easily and more naturally on such a subject or on
one connected with his studies, than on one that is above his
reach or outside the limits of his- horizon. If he will content
himself with writing simply about what he knows, instead of
attempting some great theme, he will gain a better discipline,
288 Superinlendenf s Report.
and find that writing and the easy expi-ession of his thoughts
will become a pleasure, and not a trial. A very profitable
exercise in connection with compositions is the preparation of
abstracts of passages or books read, or of addresses heard. The
basis of thought being given, the whole attention can be con-
centrated on the form of the expression.
Reading outside of school hours is, with judgment, to be
commended. Different minds have different tastes, but works
of histor}', travel, and biography are often very helpful. The
last, especially from its personal character, puts in a concrete
and impressive way that which it would be difficult to impress so
easily in an abstract way. But whatever is read, its character
should be healthful and helpful, and if to the instruction of
the school there can be added an influence at home conducive
to reading, suggestive, wisely directive, and morally elevating,
the school will gain its strongest ally, and the English language
will be a study as interesting as it is important.
LANGUAGE IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS.
BY MISS S. E. SPRAGUE,
PRINCIPAL OF TRAINIUG SCHOOL FOE TEACHERS, MANCHESTER, N. H.
This subject offers such a prolific field for thought and re-
search that it forms a strong temptation to try one's powers as
an essayist, and beguiles one to launch out into a world of
theory. We can imagine a world wherein the children are
endowed with superior intelligence ; the school committee are
always willing and competent, ready to appear at a moment's
notice if the good of the schools demands ; where city govern-
ments are never guilty of following a so-called economical
policy in regard to the public schools, but of their own accord
provide model school-houses and supply them with all necessary
apparatus ; where the superintendent of schools never fails in
judgment ; and, finally, where all the teachers are skilful and
enthusiastic, and teach for the pure love of the work, utterly
disregarding all mercenary motives. Again and again has
this fairy region been discovered by over-sanguine theorists.
Books, which would help us admirably, could we remain in the
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charming world we have iinagiiied, have increased and multi-
plied.
But, leaving this alluring region, and coming back to the
world of fact, what do we find? We find children endowed
with average intelligence, having unbounded activity but igno-
rant of how to use it, and keen sympathies and emotions with
but little power to control or express them ; school commit-
tees whose intentions are usually good, but whose hours are so
occupied as to leave very little time for studying the needs
of the schools, and that little is often given at a personal sac-
rifice. We find city governments who are hampered by their
constituents' clamorous cries for retrenchment until the '• bud-
get " for the schools is made as small as decency will allow.
Our superintendents are by no means infallible in judgment, and
are surrounded by teachers far from faultless, who are obliged
to give many anxious thoughts to " what they shall eat, and
what they shall drink, and wherewithal they shall be clothed."
Such are the elements that are united to sustain and carry on
our public schools, and each honest worker is seeking for ways
and means whereby these schools may be improved. Fifty
years ago the subject which we are now considering would have
been laughed to scorn, and set aside as wholly impracticable.
It is only a few years since educators have seriously considered
the feasibility of giving special attention to teaching language
in primary schools, although much has been done for centuries
past to promote the teaching of language in colleges and higher
institutions of learning. It took much time and much discus-
sion to bring people to believe that language ought to be taught
and could be taught in the lower schools ; but this belief once
established, a search after methods naturally followed, and this
search is still going on.
As before said, many books on this subject have already been
published, and in each we may find valuable suggestions. But
in none of them do we find the magic word which shall open
wide the portals of thought, imagination, and reason, and bring
forth such an abundant store of ideas that teaching language
to children shall be stripped of all its difficulties and become
simple in all respects.
19
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While believing that language should in part he taught as a
special subject, and given its own place upon the daily pro-
gramme, I am sure that it cannot be adequately taught by this
means alone. Language must not be entirely separated from
other subjects, as is too often done even by the teachers of the
present day. Wherever a total separation is attempted, mis-
chief is done. This is especially true in our lower primary
grades.
The work in language must be carried on in connection with
reading, spelling, arithmetic, geography, object-lessons,— in
fact, in connection with everything that enters into the daily
work of the school-room.
" But," says one, " how can this be done? How can I do it
in my school where the children are only five years old, and
have only been in school a month or six weeks ? "
Yours, my friend, is just the kind of school where it can be
done, and where the results will show to the best advantage,
because so little is expected from such young children. Your
pupils may not be able to recognize at sight more than fifteen
or twenty words at this time ; but if you are an ingenious
teacher, they are able to read a great many different senteiices,
using the same fifteen or twenty words in endless combinations.
The words are repeated over and over, but the little ones
do not notice it, and do not weary of the repetition, if the
"stories" made from these words are fresh and new to them.
These sentences should be largely of their own making.
Do you ask how this can be done? We will not theorize, but
take some results recently obtained from children five to six
years of age, who were never in a school-room until last month,
and who have had only twenty minutes per day spent in teach-
ing them to read. At the end of a month the}^ knew a dozen
written words only, but they had had much practice in forming
and reading sentences made from those dozen words. "I see
a cat. I see a rat. I can see a dog. I can see a cat and a
rat. Can a cat see a rat? Can a rat see a cat? Can a dog see
a cat and a rat? Can you see a cat? Can you see a rat? Can
a rat see you? See, cat! see! a rat ! a rat! Run, rat! run!
A cat can see you. Run, cat ! and run, rat ! See a cat run !
See a rat run! A dog can run. Can you run? 1 can run.
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See me run. Dog, can 3^011 see me run? Cat, see me run!
You can run, and I can run. Can a cat run? O yes ; a rat can
run. See a rat run ! "
These are only a few of the many sentences they had made
and could read at the end of the first month in school. Pictures
of the animals mentioned were shown to the children, and the
children were led to talk freely about them. No blackboard
work was attempted at all for a week or ten days, on account
of the limited time for their class. The next step is to allow
the children to talk of the pictures as if they were the real
animals; e. f/., the teacher points to the picture and asks,
" What do you see here?" The child replies, " I see a cat."
Have different ones tell the same. Then the teacher may say,
" Now I will show you another way to say that,—with the
chalk. What is the chalk to say ? " "I see a rat." The teacher
writes this on the blackboard, and then has different children
tell her from the blackboard what the chalk has said. Similar
for the next two sentences.
To introduce "and" we must have a picture showing both
animals. Question as before and obtain, "I can see a cat and
a rat." To get " Can a cat see a rat?" use the same picture,
and tell a child to ask you if a cat can see a rat. Children
will ask such questions promptly. Use similar methods to have
children form other asking-sentences.
Tell one of the class to speak to a cat and tell her to see a rat.
The child says, "Cat, see a rat!" The teacher may accept
that as good and say, " Now I will show you with the chalk
how to say that another way," and writes, "See, cat! see! a
rat ! a rat ! " There being no new words, the children easily
read what has just been written, and are pleased to find that
they can read a story which they had not seen before.
These stories, or sentences, may be varied and added to ad
lihituhi. and the method must be changed from day to day to
suit the moods of the children. They very soon become weary
and lose interest, if one method, no matter how excellent it may
be, is constantly used.
Many expedients must be resorted to when trying to develop
language during the early reading lessons, in order to keep the
interest of the children from flagging while their vocabulary is
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so limited. Sometimes the teacher may say, ''I will let each
of 3'on whisper a story to me, and if the rest want to know what
it is they must watch and see what I write." This pleases them,
and arouses a fresh interest. Of course the greater part of the
class whisper sentences that they remember from previous les-
sons, but some will give new ones. In either case they give
you sentences that are not suggested by any questions from you
at the time.
Another way of helping these little ones to make sentences
is to have a list of all their words written irregularly upon the
blackboard, each word written several times. Take the pointer
and ask, " Who would like to find a story in the words I show
him?" Up comes a little hand. The teacher points to various
words, and the child announces the story in triumph. After
some practice, brighter pui)ils may be trusted to do the pointing
a part of the time, others in the class telling the stories that
the words make.
I have given onW a few of the many ways by which language
and reading may be taught at the same time to youngest pupils.
The success of the methods indicated will depend entirely upon
the teacher who uses them, as the interest which the children
have in, these exei'cises depends wholly upon the amount of in-
terest and sympathy which the teacher appears to have. Any
method, to be successful, must seem to be the natural result of
the attending circumstances and conditions.
But let us go on a little w^ay, and suppose our pupils to be
reading regularly from the primer. As with younger children,
the first thing is to help them to make the thought their own.
See that they fully understand what each sentence means. Get
them to explain the meaning of separate words. Have them
reproduce the ideas given in their book in a different way.
When a story is read, have the class tell the story with books
closed. Encourage their expressing it in their own way, only
keeping the ideas unchanged. Be sure that you accept only
correct language.
The list of words that accompanies the reading lessons is often
irksome to children who are impatient to begin the new lesson,
and do not like to spend any time on the separate words. But
that is a uecessar}' part of the work. How may it be kept from
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seeming mechanical aiul dry? Talk witli the class about the
new story, and get their interest thoroughly aroused. Select
words that are in the story, and let the children try to find
duplicates in the list of words, commending those who do the
work quickly, and encouraging the slower ones to find them
without assistance. Now you may refer to the list, and say to
the children, " If you read this story in your book well, we will
then take these words and make some stories all our own."
This generally acts like a charm. The given lesson is quickly
disposed of. and the children are eager to begin to make the
new stories.
Care must be exercised, or their sentences Avill sound too
much alike. Lead them on to ask as well as to tell things, and
to make stones of desirable length. The teacher may often
need to suggest in what part of the sentence to place the given
word, and to indicate something of the character of the sen-
tence to be made.
Again : the teacher may work with the class, and so direct
the work that a connected story will be the result. To show
this to the class, the teacher should write each sentence as fast
as accepted, and have the whole story read from the board at
the close of the exercise. This requires more skill and prepa-
ration on the part of the teacher, but, when well managed, is
both delightful and profitable to the children.
The exercises just described should be continued in the other
primary grades in connection with lessons in spelling. Chil-
dren should also be required to give simple synonyms for the
words in their spelling lessons, to show that they know their
meanings. Much of this work should be written out in order
that pupils may learn to use written language as easily and
naturally as they use spoken language. To develop language
in connection with arithmetic is no more difficult, if the teacher
possesses a good degree of invention.
Some time ago I listened to our youngest pupils reciting in
number. Each one had two spools, with the privilege of calling
the spools what he pleased. Said Georgie, "I had two babies
in the room with me. One baby cried, and I sent it into
another room. Then the other baby cried, and I sent that into
the other room. Then there were no babies in the room with
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me." (He had caused his two spools to disappear, one after
the other, while telling his story.)
Albert said, "I had two little pigs,—one black pig and one
white pig. I sold the black pig, and then I had only my white
pig left."
Maude, who cannot talk plainly, told this story: ''One day
our tat taught one wat, and the next day she taught another
wat ; so she taught two wats in all. One wat and one wat are
two wats."
Mary said, " I had two little birds. The birds flew away,
and I had no birds left."
Little Ida called her spools bears, and gave one bear to Bertie
and kept one bear for herself, and had to be shown that it
would not be safe to have bears for pla^^niates. Others in the
class called their spools dogs, ponies, dolls, boys, apples,
—
whatever suited their fancy at the time.
Another class, a little older, sometimes play " Fox and
Geese " in this manner. P^ach child is supplied with the same
number of objects, which he calls his geese. One of the class
is chosen to be the fox. The children pretend to be asleep.
The fox steals quietly and quickly from desk to desk, and takes
from each some of the geese,—more from some than from oth-
ers. Eyes are opened, and as soon as the children are ready,
each one tells the story of his loss ; as, ' I had fourteen geese.
While I was asleep a fox came and stole so many that I have
only four left. I must buy ten geese to have as many as
before," etc. Instead of " Fox and Geese," we may call the
game "The Hawk and Chickens," "The Wolf and Sheep,"
" The Wind and the Flowers," or " Jack Frost and the Flow-
ers." This will make a variety, and change the phraseology
agreeably.
With children who are a little older, the teacher may play
store, letting them buy things of her ; or, they may pretend to
bring things to market and let her buy of them, the children
naming the articles and fixing a price, all the class finding out
how much the teacher is to pay for the things she buys.
These arithmetical games are not intended to constitute the
whole work of teaching numbers to children by any means.
But they add new words to the vocabulary of the pupils, and
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give thern almost endless practice in making and using sen-
tences of different kinds, thus cultivating language. When
arithmetics arc put into the hands of children, the develoi)ment
of language should still be looked after carefully. Have the
children read the problems intelligently, being sure to get the
full meaning contained therein. Where cumbersome definitions
and rules occur, develop similar ones, using language that will
suit the ca[)acity of the pupils.
Superintendent Calkins says,—"Simple lessons in geography
afford excellent facilities for the use of language and the culti-
vation of the imagination through descriptions of productions,
occupations, climate, scenei'y, and animals of different coun-
tries. Children like to be transported in imagination to the
cold scenes of the polar regions, or to the laud of gorgeous
flowers and luxuriant fruits, and to have thus pictured to them
the occupations, manners, and costumes of the inhabitants of
those foreign countries. And when these objects are asso-
ciated with the countries to which they belong, the lesson be-
comes not onl}' more interesting, but the instruction more vivid
and lasting, because the associations will be such that it may
be readily recalled." Again he says,—"When language is
employed in descriptions of absent objects and scenes so as to
form word-pictures, it becomes a most attractive mode of in-
struction."
My own experience shows me that in no stud}' is there a
better opportunity for the cultivation of language than in geog-
raphy. Suppose the class has been studying the New England
states : as a review, let a number of children represent each
of the states. One may recite, for instance: -'I come from
Vermont, the state which lies between New York and New
Hampshire. It is not a large state, but it has the beautiful
Oreen Mountains extending from north to south through it,
and lovely Lake Champlain is on the west. We have only
three cities in our state, but we think there is no prettier city
anywhere than Burlington." Another says,— "• We have the
finest sheep in the world. We make a great deal of nice but-
ter and cheese and delicious maple sugar." A third one says,
—
•" We have long, cold winters and a good deal of snow, but we
have plenty of nice wood to burn, and we send away a great
296 Superintendenfs Report.
deal of spruce and maple. We also send away fine marble."
Other states may be treated similarly, or states taken in sec-
tions, or countries as wholes.
Another interesting exercise is to have children buy and sell
the various products of the states or countries they represent.
Thus the Western states may buy of New England all classes
of manufactured goods (specifying some of them), and give,
in exchange, wheat, corn, cattle, pork, fruits, etc.
These are mere outlines of ways V)}' which lessons in geog-
raphy may be made real to the children, at the same time cul-
tivating the use of language, but possibly they may suggest
better things to teachers.
Object-lessons also afford good opportunities for developing
the correct use of language. There is not space to amplify this
topic, but I will give a few general suggestions, and leave
the reader to work out the details. Subjects for object-lessons
should be chosen with careful reference to the age of the pupils.
There must be a definite point to each lesson, and careful prepa-
ration on the part of the teacher. Good sentences should be
required from pupils, and, when old enough, let them reproduce
the lesson in writing.
Children should be taught to recite short selections, both of
prose and poetry. This is a very pleasant way of adding to
the vocabulary of your classes, and furnishes a grateful relax-
ation for the whole school, while by this means childi'en are
made familiar with the style of various authors. The teacher
may conduct this exercise in different ways, as is most conven-
ient and agreeable to her. Care and taste should be used ta
choose such selections as are pure in sentiment, graceful in
diction, and adapted to the understanding of the pupils. Occa-
sionally read a short story to the school, and have the children
reproduce what they can remember of it, sometimes orally, and
sometimes in writing.
So far, the suggestions given are limited to teaching lan-
guage in connection with other subjects. None of these
methods requires any additional apparatus, nor involves any
pecuniary outlay. But they do require zealous and enthusiastic
teachers, who are wMlling to make careful preparation for the
work of each dav.
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" To awaken thought hi the mimls of pupils, and to aid them
iu expressing their thoughts in the form of connected state-
ments or intelligent questions, both oral and written, is the true
province of all direct school-work in language."
To do this properly, a special time and place must be given
to the teaching of language, besides what can be accomplished
while teaching other subjects. Good pictures are our best aids
in this matter, and I shall try to show you how they may
be successfully used in teaching language in primary schools.
There are sets of pictures already in the market prepared for
this purpose, and a set of colored pictures will soon be ready,
each one large enough to be seen by all the class at once.
"But these pictures are expensive," you say. Doubtless they
are somewhat so. I do not know any department of life where
the best things can be had without expense. But if you cannot
have the best, you need not despair. Yankee ingenuity is pro-
verbial. Save the illustrated papers and magazines. From old
Sabbath-school papers, children's picture-books, and the like,
cut such pictures as may be used for school purposes. If pasted
upon thin card-board they will last much longer.
For methods of teaching language by the aid of pictures, I
quote at length from the advance sheets of Language in Pict-
ures, a little manual to accompany the set of colored pictures
already mentioned :
"The picture having been shown to the class, and the inter-
est of the children fully gained, the first exercise is to secure
oral expression of the thoughts suggested by the picture ; cor-
rect sentences can always V)e obtained from the children, and a
simple story formed about some portion or portions of the pict-
ure, if the teacher knows how to question skilfully.
" A little later the same story may be written on tlie black-
board, to serve as a reading lesson. The children will always
be interested in reading such a lesson, as they understand that
it is one of their own making. In a lesson of this kind the
reading is not so much to obtain ideas, as to learn how to con-
vey ideas to others,—a distinction which is not always kept in
mind by instructors.
" In this way an almost inexhaustible fund of extra reading-
matter may be provided for the lower primary classes. The
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stories being made by the children themselves, the words used
to express the ideas are taken from their own vocabulary, and
the terms and phrases used are such as are perfectly familiar to
all the members of the class. By this means, reading lessons
adapted to the capacity of the pupils, both in ideas and lan-
guage, can easily and pleasantly be prepared. To what extent
this exercise may be carried depends upon the ingenuity and
inclination of the teacher who uses the pictures.
" The next step in advance is to require the pupils to write
the stories they make upon their slates. This may be managed
in a variety of waj's, viz., let the children write each sentence
as fast as developed. In this case all the stories will be the
same. This should be done quite frequently in order to give
the teacher a better opportunity to help pupils form correct
expressions. Another way is to have the class observe the
picture, and then have the children make stories by writing
answers to suggestive questions which the teacher places on the
blackboard ; or, the teacher may offer a few suggestions, just
to arouse a train of thought, and then let the children write.
This last method produces a greater variety of expression, and
allows the individuality of the pupils to become more promi-
nent.
"Again advancing, let the pupils observe the picture closely
for a few minutes, and then write a stor^^ without any suggest-
ive questions from the teacher. This is the highest step to be
reached by means of these pictures, and should not be required
of pupils until they have had considerable practice in the work
preceding,
"The stories will be found to be curiously unlike, although
the subject is the same for all. In this exercise the pupil's
imagination has full play, and the stories produced clearly show
the part which that faculty performs in the work of each child.
One child, with little imaginative power, will write a tame
description of the objects in the picture, and be happy and
contented with his prosaic production. Another, with a vivid
imagination, will not only describe objects, but will invest them
with varied qualities and characteristics, and give fanciful rea-
sons for the relations the}' seem to bear to one another.
"The recitation period should be divided between writing
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and reading the stories. As many of them should be read as
the time will permit, being careful to give all the children a fair
share of the reading, calling upon different children on different
daN's, As the stories are read, corrections should be made
when needed. Sometimes it will be w^ell to write a sentence on
the blackboard as corrected, letting the correct form remain
there for a time.
'* It does not seem necessary to enter further into detail as to
the ways in which these pictures may be used, as the sugges-
tions already made are sufficient to indicate clearly the princi-
pal methods of employing them in the school-room, in order
that children may derive the greatest benefit from them."
The outlines of the methods described above wall be found in
the following
Resume.
This indicates, in brief, the specific purpose of these pictures,
and various methods to be employed in developing language
from their use.
1. To cultivate observation, occasion ideas, and jiromote oral
expression, the teacher should ask suggestive questions that will
lead the children to think and talk in a clear and logical man-
ner. It is possible to obtain this desired result from the outset,
provided the line of thought is kept simple enough.
2. Reading lessons and memory exercises. The statements
and questions obtained from the pupils by the plan given in
(1) should be placed upon the blackboard and used as reading
lessons. The children may also be required to reproduce, orally,
the substance of any lesson after reading it.
3. To secure practice inform and expression, have pupils copy
as much as possible of the lessons on the blackboard, for silent
work.
4. To give more extended practice in reproduction of ideas and
expression, the teacher may tell a story about some portion of a
picture, and require the pupils to repeat it orally, and, as soon
as able, to write the reproduction.
5. To aid children in securing independent expression, require
children to observe some portion of a picture ; have a brief
conversation concerning it ; and then let them write the story
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in their own language. As tlie knowledge and facility of the
pupils increase, the active work of the teacher should be pi*o-
portionally diminished.
6. To obtain results, unaided by the teacher, place the picture
before the class, require close observation for a few minutes,
and then have each pupil write without suggestions or assist-
ance from the teacher. These original stories should be read
before the class, and necessary criticisms made. To make
this exercise successful, the pupils should be carried through
the previous steps for securing systematic observation, exact
thought, and careful expression.
I was asked to make this article as " full of practical sugges-
tions as possible," and I have complied literally with that re-
quest. Although not all of my own invention, every suggestion
here given has been thoroughly tested by myself in primary
schools, and found helpful in teaching language to children.
In closing, let me ask yon to remember that language being
only a means for expressing thought, all the work for cultivat-
ing language should be in this order : 1. The thought ; 2. The
oral expression; 3. The written expression. Use, then, every
legitimate means to awaken ideas in the minds of children.
Arouse the imaginative power pleasantly ; help pupils to dis-
cover things for themselves. Study their characters and tastes
to find out how all this may be done best. Let your own lan-
guage be a model for them to imitate.
When children are thoroughly interested, they want to talk.
When they have ideas, they are eager to tell them to others.
When their curiosity is aroused, they will ask questions for the
sake of finding out something. Get the children so that thev
are ivilling to talk, because they have something to say ; then
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